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ADVERTISEMENT 

TO THE FOURTH EDITION. 



Thb favourable reception which the Pic- 
ture of Edinburgh has already met with, 
has induced the Author and Publishers to 
render the present Edition still more deserv- 
ing of Public attention. 

New and interesting details regarding the 
Public Institutions have been given, as well 
» accurate descriptions of the extensive re- 
cent and projected Improvements in and 
Mound the City. 

The Plan of E^nbUrgh by Mr Kkox has 
a)>o been considerably improved. 
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HISTORY. 

Xhb origin of Edinburgh, like that of most other 
ancient cities, is involved in much obscurity. With- 
out adverting to the fabulous accounts given by au- 
thors of the derivation of its name, or their conjec- 
tures about its first possessors, it may be remarked, 
that it is situated in that part of the country which 
formed, in the days of Agricola, the Roman province 
of Valentia ; though it does not appear that there ex- 
isted at that time any fort or town on the spot where 
Edinburgh now stands. On the departure of the Ro- 
mans from Rritain, this district feu into the hands of 
the Saxon invaders, under their leaders Octa and 
Ebusa, in the year 459; and it continued in their 
possession till the defeat of Egfrid, king of Northum- 
berland, by the Picts in 685. The Saxon kings of 
Northumberland reconquered it in the ninth century ; 
and it was, retained by their successors till about the 
year 956, when it was given up to Indulphus, king of 
Scotland; or, according to Chalmers, till 1020, when 
the Lothians were ceded to Malcolm II. 

The natural situation of Edinburgh, un the ridge 
of a steep hill, terminated at one end by an inacces* 
sible rock, must early have marked it out as a fit 
place, either fbr security or defence, in a barbarous 
age. Many of the most ancient forts in Scotland are 
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in dtiiatioiis such as this ; tnd it is not to be sup- 
posedy that a spot <o casilv rendered impr^naUe as 
the site of Edinboigh CasUe, would be lon^ onooca.^ 
pied by a fbrtiess of some kind or other, in a district 
of ooantry exposed to predatory incursions. An an- 
cient writer (Simeon of Dorhsm) mentions the town 
of EdwDmesbireh as extstii^; in the middle of the eighth 
century. Without resorting, therefore, to Celtic am" 
▼ations, it is probable, that this city may have received 
its first ibundation and name ftom the NorthumbrisB 
prince Edwin, during the possession of this part of 
Scotland by the Saxon invaaers. 

By what prince Edinburgh was constituted into a 
royal burgh is uncertain. It appears, howcTcr, to hsve 
early enjoyed that privilege ; for David I., in his char- 
ter of foundation of the Abbey of Holyroodhouse, in 
the year 1 128, mentions the town by the title of ** bur- 
go tneo de Edwinesburg." As this monarch, however, 
is generally supposed to have been the firpt who erect- 
ed royal burghs in Scotland, it is more than probable 
that Edinburgh is to him indebted for this distinction. 
By the charter of erection of the abbey above mention- 
ed, David I. granted to the canons forty diillings year- 
ly out of the revenues of the town ; forty-eight shil« 
lings more from the same, in case of the niilure of cer- 
tain duties payable from the king's revenue; the 
church or chapel of its castle ; the tithes of its mills ; 
one half of the tallow, lard, and hides of the bessts 
killed in the city ; and a spot or piece of ground in 
his town of Edwinesburg. 

For a long time after this period, Edinburgh seems 
to have been a place of but little note. In the reign of 
Alexander If , (anno 1215,) a parliament was hem in 
this city for the first time ; but it was not till after 
the year 1466, when parliaments continued to be held 
in it regularly, that Edinburgh came to be looked upon 
as the capital of Scotland. 

Owing to the want of written records, little is 
known of the history of the city before this period. 
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He oldest charter in the archives oF the town is one 
oanted hy King Rohert I., May 2B, 1329, in which 
he hestowB npon £dinhnr|^ the town of Leith, with 
its harboor and mills ; and hii grandson^ John Earl of 
Carrick, wbo afterwards ascended the throne by the 
nsme of Robert III.> conferred npon the burgesses 
die singular privilege of erecting houses in the Castle^ 
upon the sole condition of their being persons of good 
fiune. 

In the year 1461, a considerable privilege was con- 
ferred on the dty by Henry VI. of England. That 
prince had been expelled his kingdom, and obliged 
to take reftige in Scotland. The inhabitants of £din« 
burgh, during his residence in the dty, treated him 
with a kindness and hospitality whidi does honour to 
the age ; and Henry, erateful for the favours he re- 
ceive^ granted them liberty, by his letters patent, fo 
trade to all the English ports, on the same terms with 
Ins subjects the citizens of London. As, however, this 
unfortunate prince was never restored, this mark of 
ins gratitude was not attended with any benefit to the 
dty. 

The dozens of Edinburgh having distinguished 
themseWes, in 1482, in behalf of James IH., when 
tiiat .prince was at variance with his nobles, he grant- 
ed them two diarters, in which, among other privileges, 
Ae provost was made hereditary high sheriff within 
the dty, an office which is still enjoyed by the chief 
mai^straite. The town- council were, at the same time^ 
invested with the power of making laws and statutes 
for the goveniment of the city ; and the incorporated 
trades, as a mark of the royal gratitude for their loyid- 
ty, were presented with a banner or standard, with a 
hbnrty to display the same in defence of their own 
rights, or in those of their king and country. This 
standard, vrfaieh has dnce been known by the name of 
the Blue Blanket, still exists, and is kept by the Con* 
vener of the Trades for the time. 

In the year 1504^ the track of ground to the south* 
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ward of the city^ called the Borough Moor or Myre, 
seems to have heen totally covered with yffood, though 
it now afibrds no vestige of its ever having been in sdch 
a state. The qnantityt however^ was at that time so 
great, that the town-conncil enacted, that whoeret 
iuiould purchase as much of the wood as was sufficient 
to make a new front to their house, might extend it 
seven feet farther into the street. The efibct of this 
act was such, that in a short time Edinburgh was filled 
with houses of wood instead of stone ; and the prind- 
pal street^ the beauty of whidi consisted in the height 
of its buildings ana its spacious width, was reduced 
fourteen feet in breadth. 

In the reign of James IV. the citizens of Edin- 
burgh distinguished themselves by their loyalty and 
heroism. James naturally possessed aU that bravery, 
and those romantic notions of honour, which are cai* 
culated to procure esteem among a martial people; 
and perhaps no prince was ever more beloved by his 
subjects. In the unfortunate expedition which these 
notions inspired, such was the zeal of the people 
for the king's glory, that he was followed by as gal« 
lant an army as ever any of his ancestors had led 
upon the territories of England. A constderabie 
number of the inhabitants of Edinbtu^h, headed by 
the Earl of Angus, their provost, joined the royal 
array, and shared in its defeat at the fatal fidd of 
Flowden, in 1513. The news of this disaster soon 
reaching the capital, the citizens were thrown into 
some degree of consternation ; but, far from giving 
way to tumult or despair, their spirits rose under the 
impending danger, and their conduct on this occasion 
displayed a firmness and energy which has seldom been 
exceeded. A proclamation was issued, ordering aXL 
the inhabitants capable of bearing arms iminediately 
to a{^ar in their best military accoutrements, and to 
march and join their provost, under the forfeiture of 
life and goods ; that the citizens, at the tolling of the 
common bell, should repair to the house of the tem« 
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fomty president, left in charge of ^he tovti^ in their 
miktary dress^ to defend the city against the attempts 
of the enemy. All women were discharged from crv- 
ing and damooring in the streets, on pain of banisn- 
ment ; and it was recommended to them to repair to 
the churchy and prav for success to the army, and at 
other times to mind their business at home, and not 
incmnber the streets with their presence. It was af- 
terwards ordered, that everv fourth man should ke^ 
watdi at night; and fiye hundred pounds Scottish 
money were raised to purchase artillery^ and repair the 
fivtifications of the dty. 

The ahirm occasioned by this defeat having sab- 
adedy the^ inhabitants were relieved from the trouUe 
of watching at night ; but, to prevent surprise in fU« 
tore, a militia was raised for the defence of the city, 
loQg afterwards known under the denomination of the 
Town Guard, and which was only finally disbanded 
in the year 1817. In the general consternation which 
sucoeeded the defeat at Flowden, the plague raged with 
violence in Edinburgh, and carried off great numbers ; 
which occasioned several acts of coundl being issued, 
ordering various measures for stopping the progress (^ 
the contagion. 

Daring the contest for power in the minority of 
James V. the Earl of Arran and Cardinal Beaton, dis- 
pleased at the influence gained by the Earl of Angus 
npom his marriage with we queen dowager, assaulted 
him and his friends, who were partly prepared for the 
fray, in the streets of Edinburgh, near the Nether- 
how-port On this occasion, upwards of two hundred 
and nfty men were slain, among whom were Sir Pa- 
trick Hamilton and the Master of Monteomery ; the 
remainder escaped through the North Loch, and Doug- 
las remained master of the town. This skirmish, 
which was long after distinguished by the name of 
CUtm the CauteuKUf, took place in 15 1 S. Bishop (afWr- 
vraidt Cardinal) Beaton, who was in arms with Arran*s 
party on this occasion^ having fled to the Black* Friars' 
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Churchy was taken f¥om behind the altar, where h^ 
had taken shelter, " his rnckit riven aff him^" an4 
would haye been put to death by the victoriova party^ 
had it not been for the intercession of the eelebrated 
Gawin Douglas, (brother to the Earl of Angus^ and 
translator of Virgil^) who said it " was shame to pat 
hand on ane consecrat bishop." 

In 1543> Edfnburgh was plundered and burnt by the 
English forces under the Earl of Hartford. Henry 
VIII. of England was ambitious of joining the Scottian 
crown to his own by the marriage of the young Queen 
of Scots to his only son Edward. The Earl of Arran^ 
at that time regent, entered into a treaty with Henry 
for this purpose ; but the intrigues of Cardinal Beaton 
prevented it from being carried into execution. The 
English monarch was too high-spirited tamely to bear 
this indignity ; two hundred sail of vessels entered 
the Frith of Forth ; and, having landed their fivees, 
took and burned Leith and Edinburgh, plundered the 
adjacent country, and retired in safety to the English 
borders. These towns, however, soon recovered from 
their ruinous state, and Edinburgh rose more splendid 
than ever. 

A few years after this, Edinburgh again fell into 
the hands of the English under the Earl of Hartford, 
after the defeat of the Scottish army at Pinkey ; but, 
though exposed to pillage, it at this time escaped con- 
flagration. 

The progress of the reformation of religron, which 
had by tnis time spread over the greater part of Europe, 
occasioned several disturbances In Edinbnrffh. That 
progress had been much facilitated by the regent 
Arran, who in his first parliament consented to an act, 
by which the laity were permitted to read the Scrip- 
tures in their native tongue. Sohie of the more glfU'ing 
of the popish absurdities, which had lone imposed on 
the ignorance and credulity of mankind, were thus 
easily detected and exposed to puUic ridicule. Sevend 
oi the most powerful of the Scottish barons eitabraced 
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the refiinned doctrines; and, urged on by the bold 
doqoence of John KnoXy wIk^ bad begun about this 
time to harangue publidy against popery^ a great 
nuyority of the nation soon declared in fitvour of tbo 
re&nnation. For the defence of thdr new teneta, they 
fiNmed themselves into a body, known by the name 
of the Congregation ; and in spite of the efforts of 
Mary of Guise, who had succeeded Anran in the re* 
gency, they soon made themaelTes masters of the 
principal cities in Scotland. The conpetcational army, 
whererer it came, kindled or spread the flame of refor- 
mation, and unfinrtunately, in the ardour of their s€«l, 
the utmost excesses of violence were committed upon 
the popi^ rdigious establishments. At a solemn pro- 
cession in Edinburgh, (September 1568,) in which the 
statae of St Giles, the tutelar saint of the city, was 
carried tbrough the streets in great pomp, the indignant 
populace dis^rsed the priests and monks, and tore the 
effigy of the saint in pieces. Then, as Knox expresses 
himself, '' Dagon was left without head or hands; 
(lown goes the cross ; off go the surplices, round caps, 
and coronets with the crowns. The grev-friars gaped ; 
the black-friars blew ; the priests panted and fled; and 
happy was he that got first to the house ; for such a 
sudden fray came never among the generations of Anti- 
christ within this realm before." 

The magistrates of Edinburgh, on hearing of the 
approach of 'the army of the Congregation, had very 
providently sent commissioners to Linlithgow to en- 
treat the leadere of it that they would spare their 
churches and religious houses; the former to be em- 
ployed in the Protestant worship, and the latter for 
reamed seminaries. In the mean time, they ordered 
all the gates to be shut, except those of the Netherbow 
and Westport, which were guarded by twelve men 
eseh. A guard of sixty men waa likewise ordered for 
die security of St Giles's church ; and the st^dls in 
the dioir were removed to the tolbooth for their great- 
er safety. But the Lords of the Congregation having 
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arrived at £dinbiirgfa> in July 1669, the dattntlesf 
Knox was appointed minister of the dty. Not satis- 
fied that any of the religious houses should remain 
entire, he daQy harangued against the '' monuments 
of idolatry" they contained, and easily urged on the 
popttlaee to destroy all the statues and ornaments of 
the church of St Gile^* He even insisted, " that the 
true way to banish the rooks was to pull down their 
nests." In consequence of this most satisfactory argu* 
ment, an act was passed by the states, for demolish- 
ing all cloisters and abbey churches in the kingdom. 

The queen regent, in the mean time, resided at 
Dunbar, and prudently gave way to a torrent which 
die was not able to resist. The leaders of the Con- 
gregation, conceiving the work to be already done, and 
dazzled with the success which had attended their ex* 
ertions, soon dismissed their followers. Mary, who 
only waited for such an opportunity, advanced unex- 
pectedly by a sudden march in the ni^ht with all her 
nnrces, and, appearing before Edinburgh, filled the city 
with the utmost alarm. A considerable number of 
troops also arrived to her assistance from France. 
These she commanded immediately to fortify Leith ; 
and, to bring that town entirely under their command^ 
die French turned out a great part of the ancient in- 
habitants, and took possession of their houses. Edin- 
burgh was also seized ; and the church of St Giles 
being purified from the profane ministrations of the 
reformers, by a new and solemn consecration, the rites 
of the Romish church were re-established. 

This conduct of the queen regent once more roused 
the Lords of the Congregation ; they saw their error, 
and to repair it had again recourse to arms. It was 
but a small part of the French auxiliaries which had 
as yet arriv^ ; and the fprtifications of Leith, though 
begun, were far from being complete. Under these 
circumstances of disadvantage, they conceived it possi- 
ble to surprise the queen's party, and by one decisive 
blow to prevent all future bloodshed and contention. 



HltTOmV. 9 

Foil of these expectatuns, they adfUMed nptdly lOi* 
wards Edinbiugn with a numeroua anny ; but ib0 
waeen retired into Leith^ detennincd to wait patiently 
the arrival of new reinforcementa. The leadera of the 
CODffregation immediately called a eonvention of the 
whole peers, barons, and representatiTca of bnrgfaa who 
adhered to their party, in which it was deeided, that 
Uie qneen should be dmiTed of the office of r^Rent^ 
which she had exercised, in their opinion, so much lo 
the detriment of the kingdom. 

The leaders of the Congregation soon Amnd, how- 
erer, that their leal had engaged them in an under- 
taking beyond their strength. In an attempt to a»> 
saolt Leith, the French troim beat them back, and, 
pursuing them to the gates of Edinbuivh, were on the 
point of entering it along with them. On this occtsioii 
terror and alarm fiUed the dty, and manv of the iiK 
habitants began to constdt their safetY by flight The 
fbrces of the Congregation seemed also dismayed and 
inesolute, and the queen's partiaans in the town began 
openly to insult them. A few of the nobles at len^ 
Tentured to ftce the eiiemy, who, after plundering 
some houses in the suburbs, retired with taeir booty, 
and delitered die city from this dreadftd alarm. Thia 
afi&ir happened in October 1569. 

A second skirmish, which happened a few days 
after, was not more finrtunate; and, not thinking 
themseWes secure within the walls of Edinburgh, the 
army of the Congregation departed at midnight, and 
marched without huting tiU they arrived at Stirling. 
In this situation Uiey resolyed to apply ibr assistance 
to England. Elisabeth had obaerred the growing 
power of the French fkction with a iealous eye, and she 
was not averse to any measurea Uiat mignt tend to 
lessen it. A fleet of ships was sent to the assistance 
of the Congregation, and an army of six thousand fbot 
and two thousand horse arrived to co-onerate by land. 
The French army in Leith was soon forced to eapi* 
tulate, and leave the kingdom, and the Protestant lead« 
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m neame poMMd of tlie wliofe sovcragn 

A piriianicnt «» soon after bdd, in whidi aanctton 
r**JP^^*® * Confcsskm of Faith picaaited to tfaem 
oj tlic leformed teachen; and, to keep pace with the 
parhamen t. the town-counca of Edinhoigh paased an 
•ct, in which they ordered, that aU idolaters, (papiste,) 
whoremoiMiers, and harlots, dioald he hanished the 
eity; the former, after being expoeed at the market- 
W88 for the space of six hours ; and the Utter, after 
Deing ttmed in a cart, as a pablic spectacle, for the 
nnt offenw, should be bomt on the cheek for the 
■ccond, and BBflfer death for the third. The fortiBca- 
tions of Leith were at this time demolished, by an 
«rder of the council, to pierent foreign forces fitnn 
^the^^ll^ them to the prejudice of the liberties 

In the month ofAugostl^ei, Mary Queen of Scots 
ajTiFed at Leith from France, to take possession of 
ttie throne of her fathers, and was recwS^ by her 
•ubiects with every demonstration of welcome and le- 
& ' ^""^^ ?"* ?^ September she made her public 

S2LS?'^^*^?>*^6'«*'P^'»P- Nothmgwas 
neglected which could express the duty and affection 
of the atizens towards their sovereign, 
^i'^ 1 Sunday after her arrival, however, a crowd 
of people assembled at the palace, and could hardly 
be restrained from interrupting the service, and taking 
vengeance on the priest who officiated. And to show 
still more clearly the state of pubUc feeHng, with re- 

ff ^i? ?^ "i!^^^^ "^^^^ sovereign, the magistrates 
of Edinburgh renewed a former edict, banishing aU 
olol""^ ^ *S^ whormongers" (for so they cho^ to 
class these offences) from the dty within forty-eight 
hours from the date of the proclamation. Mary, hurt at 
^In^T^V^?'^'' ^ ^^^ «^*<^" in which she was 
fn^^P^^-'^^'^i^^'^*;^ ^'^^ town-council, complain, 
tag of their conduct; but this had no otlier effect with 
thfi mIouB citizens than to induce them to repeat their 
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nradamaftioii} connnandiiig tU sodi persons to depart 
from the dty within twentj-fiiar hoars, on pain of be- 
ing ** carted, burnt on the cheek, and banished the city 
for erer." Bat on the 6th of October, the queen 
having sent a letter to the conndl and community 
of the town, vequixing them to elect new office»bear« 
ers in place of diose who had shown so little regard to 
her feelings, the ftar of her resentment induced the 
posiUanimoas authorities to lower their conseqoence, 
by offering to dect as magistrates *' whomsoerer die 

That fteedom, in the dioice of a fbrro of worship, 
however, which they dumed for themsdves, the dti* 
zens of Edinburgh revised to grant to their queen. 
During her absence on a progress into the west, in 
1563, mass continuing to be celebrated in the chapd 
at Holyroodhouse, the multitude of persons who open<« 
ly resorted thither gave great offence to the inhabit^ 
ants, who, being free firom the restrdnt which the 
royal presence inspired, assembled in a riotous man- 
ner, interrupted the service, and filled those present 
with the utmost consternation. Tiro of the riiu;lead« 
ers engageil in this tumult were however seiBed, and 
a day appointed for their trid. 

John knoz, who esteemed the conduct of these per* 
sons meritorious, considered them as sufferers in a 
H^wd cause ; and, in order to screen them from dan-* 
ger, issued drcuUr letters, requiring all who piofoss- 
ed the true religion, or were concerned for the preser- 
vation of it, to assemble at Edinburgh on the day of 
trial, and bv their presence to comfort and assist tneir 
distrened brethren. One of these letters fdl aod« 
dentally into the queen's hands. To assemUe the 
subjects without the authority of the sovereisn was 
construed to be high treason ; and a resdution was 
taken to prosecute Knox for that crime before the 
prtvy-coundl* HappUy for him, his judges were sed«- 
ous Protestants ; and, after along hearing, he was un« 
simnously acquitted. 
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The town^ooQiidl of Edinfaoig^y about this iieae, 
eauBed the pktare of St Giles to be tvti out of the 
town's stanoaord, and the Thistle to be inserted in its 
stead ; and ordained, that no person riioald be chosen 
into any office in the city but snch as were of the re- 
formed religion. 

Tbe murder of Rizzb, the &Toiirite of Maxy, took 
place in the palace of Holyroodlionse on the 9 th of 
March 1666. On the 19th Jane of the same year the 
queen was ssfely delivered of a son, in whose perscm 
tne rival crowns of Scotland and England were united. 
On the 10th February 1567, Damley himself, hav- 
ing been lodged in a solitary house, in a place named 
Kirk of Field, near the site of the present university, 
was blown up with gunpovraler ; and Bothwell, who 
was not vdthout cause suspected of being accessory to 
the murder, having divorced his wife, was married to 
the Scottish oueen, in the palace <^ Holyroodhouse, 
on the 15th May 1567. 

The nobles were roused to resistsnce by the exal- 
tation of a man who was fodieved to he die murderer 
of the king; and a considerable body of the most 
powerfixl barons, under an apprehension that this un^ 
principled nobleman widietl to get the person of the 
young prince James uito his power, entered into an 
association fbr the defence of ha person. Mary pub« 
Isshed a proclamation on tins occasion, requiring her 
subjects to take arms, and to join her husband by a 
day appointed. The confederate lords, in the mean- 
time, raised ah army, and advanced from Stirling to 
£dinbiurgh, while Bothwell and ^e queen retired to 
Dunbar. The Eaii of Hundy endeaTOured in Tain 
to animate the inhabitants to defend the city against 
the army of the nobles ; di^ entered without op- 
position, and were instantly joined by many of the 
eltizens, whose zeal became the firmest suf^Kxrt of 
their cause. Mary soon after sorrendered herself to 
the nobles at Pinkey, near Musselburgh, and was con<« 
ducted to Edinburgh, where the streets were crowded 
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•viiii nmltitades, wham nal or ctttknty had dnwn 
together to bchdd nch an nnomal toene. The qaeen, 
worn oat with fittigae, oowred with dost, and bedew- 
•ed with tean, waa exposed aa a apectaeie to her own 
anlgccta, and led to the provoat*8 bonae. 

Mary waa afterwaida omfiiied aa a prisoner in the 
•caade of Loddeven, and ibreed to resq^ the crown 
•of SootUmd in teoor of her inftnt son. On this oo- 
caaion the town-eoundl aent three of their nnmber 
to Stir&ig» to repreaeat the city at the coronation of 
Janea VI. 

During the commotions which diatracted the coun- 
try after Mary's retseat into England^ £dinbai^h suf- 
ised mndi mm the divided interesta of the different 
tetioBa^ hmg sometimes in the possession of the one, 
and at other tiroes under the power of the other. In 
4» year 1371, during the regency of Lomox, Kirkal- 
dy if Grange, a brave officer, having in vain endea- 
vonred to form a coalition among the contending par- 
ties, dedarsd finr the cttvtive queen, and held the caa- 
de of Edinburgh, of which he waa governor, in her 
name. He then issaed a paodamation, declaring Len- 
nox's authority to be unlawibl and usurped, and 
oommtfided all who -fiivoareil his cauae to leave the 
town within six hoora ; sebsd the arms belonging to 
the dtiiens; planted a batterv on the steeple of St 
Giles; reoaired the wa^s, and mrtided the gates of the 
dtv ; and, though the af^ctions of the citiaens leaned 
a dilierent way, held ont the metropolis against the 
r^^ent. Huntljr> Home, Herries, and other chiefs of 
mt fiction, iepeiied to £dinburgh with thdr follow- 
ccs; toA, having received a smsU sum of money and 
some ammunition fkom Frsnce, formed no contemp- 
tiUe tmr within the walls. On the other side, Mo9^ 
Ian ibrtined Ldth, and the resent joined him with 
a conaidieiable body of men. Tne queen's party was 
not BtroiM; enough to induce them to take the fidd 
against the regent with the prospect of success, nor 

B 
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WW hiA •ttperiority so great as to enable him toimder* 
take the siege of tne castle or of tlie town. 

A short time before Edinburgh fell into the hands 
of his enemies^ the regent had summoned a |isrUa- 
ment to meet in that place. In order to prevent any 
olgection against the lawfulness of the meeting, the 
members obeyed the proclamation as exactly as poasi- 
ble, and assembled in a house at the head of the Ga- 
nongate, which, though without the waUs, lay within 
the liberties of the city. Kirkaldy eawrted himaelf to 
the utmost to interrupt iheir meeting ; but they were 
so strongly guarded that all his efibrts were vain. 

For nearly two years a kind of predatory war was 
carried on, with all the Tirulence which religioaa and 
political hatred could inspire. At last a treaty was 
concluded between the leaders of the two factiona ; 
but Kirkaldy and several others reftised to be corn* 
prehended in it. Morton, now regent, therefore 
solicited the assistance of the £nglidi queen, and 
Sir William Drury was sent into Scotland with fi& 
teen hundred foot, and a considerable train . of ar« 
tiUery. The castle of £dinbur{^ was besieged in 
form, and, after a desperate resistance, the garri* 
son was forced to capitulate. Kirkaldy and hit 
brave associates surrendered to the English oommand* 
er upon promises of favourable treatment ; but Eliza* 
beth, without regarding the promises made in her 
name, gave them up to the regent, by whom Kirkaldy 
and his brother were hanged at the Cross of Edin- 
burgh. 

^e death of these men extinguished the remaina 
of Mary's party in Scotland. James, a short time 
aAer, having arrived at the years of maturity, assum- 
ed the government into his own hands, and, on this 
occasion, ordered the town-council of Edinburgh to 
send one hundred of their choicest young citiaens, ie 
guard his person during the sitting of the partiament 
at Stirling. A parliament was afterwards appointed to 
be held at Edinburgh; and on the 17th of Oolober 
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1579, Jbums made his public entry into the city with 
great pomp. The citiiens feodyed him with the loud* 
est aoottnations of joy, and with many expenriye pa- 
geants, according to the cnstom of the times. Abonl 
two years after, the Earl of Morton, finmerly rmnt, 
and one of the busiest acton in the transactions which 
happaned during the minority of the king, haying ftil- 
en mto disgrace at court, was, by the influence of his 
enemies, bioi^t to trial, and condemned for his snp« 
posed concern in the murder of Damley. This ve- 
teran statesman sufiered death with the intrepidity 
which became the name of Douglas. 

liie spirit of frnaticism which succeeded the Refor- 
mation not haying yet subsided, yiolent commotions 
oontinued to take place in Edinburgh. These dis- 
turbances chiefly took their rise ftom the application 
of Uie maxim, tnat the church is totally independent 
of the state. This exemption fhmi civil luriediction 
was a privilege whidh tne popish ecclesiastics, ad- 
mnaUe judges of whatever contributed to increase 
the lustre or power of their body, had long struggled 
for, and had at last obtained, not for their church 
oidy, but for her officers as individuak. Their re- 
fosming brethren, however much they difi^ered from 
them in other points, heartily oononnred with them 
in this. James, jealous to excess of his prerogative, 
was alarmed at the daring encroachments of the cler- 
gy; and, to prevent tlie revival of such a dangerous 
orime, resotved to punish Melvil, one of the ministers, 
and die head of the party, for some seditious doctrine 
he had uttered in a sermon at St Andrews. Melvil, 
however, avoided hia rage by flying into England. 

At a parliament held tm the 9StS of May 1584, the 
king, resolving still more to humble the ohurdi, pro- 
cured such laws to be passed as tended totally to over- 
tnm its constitution and discipline. The refhdng to 
admowledge the jurisdiction of tibe privy*council, the 
pietendii^ an exemption flrom the authority of the ci- 
ril nmrts^ were dedared to be hightreascm. The hold- 
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ii!g of assembliei:^ wheth«r «ltil or dodesiiatwal^ wzdii-' 
out the king's penoisBidn or appointment ; the utt«tv 
ing^ either privately ot publidy, in sermons or deala^ 
raations^ any false and seandidovs reports against tho 
king, his ancestors or ministers, were prononneed o^W 
tal crimes. / 

When these laws were published at the Cross of 
Edinburgh, according to the ancient custom, Mr Ro- 
bert Pont, minister of St Cutbbert's, and one of the 
lords of session, solemnly protested against them, be- 
cause they had been passed without the knowledge or 
consent of the churdi. All the ministers of Mixi* 
burgh forsook their charges, and fled into England ; 
and the most eminent clergymen througbotit the kmg-- 
dom imitated thdr example. The people bewail«i 
the loss of pastors whom they esteemed ; and, AiU of 
constematiori at an. event so unexpected, op^y ex- 
pressed their rage against Arran, the king's fa^vouritOi 
and.bc^n to suspect the king himself to De an enemy 
to the reformed Religion, fiat Jamesy disr^ardbiff 
these complaints^ enjoined ail ministers, readers, and 
professors in the colleges, within forty days to sub- 
scribe a paper, testifying thek approbation of the laws 
concerning the church enacted in the last patliament* 
Many of these, overawed or corrupted by the court, 
yielded obedience to the mandate ; others fled.the king- 
dom, and the judicatories of the church were almost 
entirely suppressed. 

James, at the same time. that he was thus ende»*< 
vouring to subdue the seditious spirit of the eodesiaft* 
tics, likewise directed his attention to compose the 
personal quarrels and family feuds kmong the. noblea. 
which baa long distracted the country. After mstny 
preparatory negotiations, he invited- the eontending' 
barons to a royal, ehtertaininent in. the palace of Ho- 
lyroodhouse, and there obtained their promise for ever 
to bury their dissensions in oblivion. Frohi thenise 
he conducted them in pcoeession through the slanaotB 
of Edinburgh, each hand in bind with nia new made 
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MmL A eoUfttMn of uBies and tweetoMfttt wit pre- 
IMURBd at the public cmm» and there they dnnk to each 
otfMr in token of recipioaal forgiveneta and Aitore 
fiieodahip. The popoliioe> who were present at a 
innsaetion so nuuaaal/ eoneeiTed the moat ungoine 
hopes of seeing concord and tranquillity established in 
e? eiy part of the l^gdom, and testified their satisfMS 
turn by load and repealed acdamationa. 

In the year 1688> when the kingdom was alarmed 
by the approach of the Spanish Armada, the people 
entered into a brad for the maintenance of true reli- 
gkn, and the defence of the king's person. This bond 
or r^igioua confederaeyi which is known in history by 
the name of the Cwitumi, was renewed at different 
times during the reign of James ; and the town-conn* 
cilof £dinlmrgh» on this occasion, ordered three han- 
dled men to be raised lor the defence of the city. 

In December 159 1, the dtiiens of Edinburgh had 
the merit of defeating an attonpt of the Earl of Both- 
wdTs to seiae the person of the king. That nobleman 
had beim admitted under ckud of night into the court 
«f the pakce of Holyroodhoose. He advanced direct- 
ly to the royal apartment; but happily, before he en- 
tered, the alarm was taken, ana the doors shut. 
While he attempted to foroe open aome of them, and 
to set fire to others, the dtiaena of Edinburgh had 
time to run to their anns^ and he escaped with the ut- 
most difficulty, owing his sa&tv to the darkness of the 
B^dit, and m precipitancy with which he fied. Both- 
wfil retired to the north ; and the king having unad- 
^MUy given a CMnmisaion to the Earl of Huntly to 
pQiaae him with fire and sword, he, under colour of 
eiecuting that commission, gratified his private re- 
venge, by the murder of the E«rl of Murray. The as- 
mwin slion of a youiw nobleman of such promising 
virtues, aid the heir of the Regent Murray, the dar- 
ling oC the people, excited universal indignation. The 
iidimtaata of Edinbo]^ rose in a tumultuous man- 
ner; and though they were restrained, by the care of 
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the masistnita, from any act of vi^tioey tfaey din# 
aftide all respect fbr the king and fais miiiisten^ toBut 
openly insulted and tbi^ateued both. Jomes^ iipUa 
this^ thought it prudent to withdvaw ftom the dty^ 
and fixed his residence fiir some time at Glasgow* 

Presbyterian chnrch g uverum ent, for die soppmt of 
which, in the subsequent reigns^ Scotland suwnted M 
much, was established by a solrain act of the legi^ton^ 
in the year 1698< But thoogh James had been in- 
duced to grant this. boon to his subjects, nrotuol dHh 
trust prevailed between him and the clergy, which, te 
the sequel, led to consequences nearly fatal to the WL*. 
premacy of the Scottish capital. 

In 1594 Bothwell, whme restless spirit cUd not long 
allow him to be at peace, appeared suddenly within « 
mile of Edinburgh, at the heaii of four hundred horse. 
James was totally unprovided at this time for his own 
defence, being accompanied only with a fow horsemen 
of Lord Home's train. In this extremity he im|rfnred 
the aid of the citizens of Edinburghi Animated by 
their ministers, they can cheerfullv to arms, and ad- 
vanced with the king at their beau against Bothwell ; 
buthe^ notwithstanding his suooess in putting to flight 
Lord Home, who had xasb^ charged him with a for in^ 
ferior number of ctt^alry, retired to Ddkeith, withirat 
daring to attack the king, and hia folk>wers, disoiuxw 
aged by this retreat, soon a^er abandoned him. 

in 1596, Edinburgh was distracted by a eerioiM 
commotion, occasioned by the dtl^venoes between thtf 
clergy and the king. One Black » minister bad been 
banished for what the colirt*party eonsideved as fiedi<< 
tious doctrine. The deigy espunaied liis'oauiite oftilK 
common cause of the order; and the dtifeHs ef £dtal<' 
burgh distinguished themselvea in Mf^port of their 
ministers. James, in older to pat a stop to tills inmill 
on liis government, iosoed a preclMnatioiiy CdnHMUdd'C 
ing twenty-four of the principal dtittos to ka¥fe,|iMl 
town within six hours* A ftetitaotts leher hid*4todn 
sent to the ministers, by scmie fierton whO'^Mlk^ t^ 

u 
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tiden tlie breach between them and the Idng/iti^ 
Ibnniiig Uiem thai one of the popish lords had been 
admitt^ to an interview with the king, and had been 
the author of Che serere iMrodamation against the eiti- 
lena of Edinhnrgh. Th« letter came to their handsi 
just aa one of therr nnmb<v was going to mount the 
pulpit. They resdved that he snould acquaint the 
peoj^e of their danger ; and he accordingly painted It 
in all the glowing colours which men naturally em*^ 
ploy in describing any dreadlhl and instant calamity. 
When the sermon was oyer, he desired the nobles and 
gentlemen to assemble in the Little Church. The 
whole multitude, terrified at what they had heard^ 
crowded thither ; they promised and vowed to stand 
by the church ; and they drew up a petition to the 
king, craving the redress of those grievances of which 
the clergy complained, and beseeching him to remove 
such of nls counsellors as were known to be enemies of 
the Protestant religion. Two peers, two gentlemen, 
two burgesses, and two ministers, were appointed to 
present it. The king happened to be in the great hdl 
of the tolbooth, where the Court of Session was then 
sitting. The manner in which the petition was pre- 
sented, as well as iti contents, oflfen^ed him. He gave 
a haughty reply ; the petitioners insisted with warmth ; 
and a promiscuous multitude pressing into the room, 
James retired abruptly into another apartment, and 
commanded the doors to be i^ut behind him. The 
defiu^es t^turned to the multitude, who were still as- 
sembled, and -to ^hom a minister had been readings 
in their absence, the story of Haman, When they re- 
ported that the king had refused to listen to their p^ 
tidon^ the ehurch wa6 filled in a moment with noise, 
threatenings, etecratfons, and all the outrage aad oon«- 
ftttion of a popular tumult Some called for their 
artni ; sotne to Diing out the wicked Haman ; otheni 
cri^, *' The sword of the Lord and of Gideon ;" and, 
rushiiig ot^ with ffae most Hbrious impelnociity, sni^ 
rounded the tolbooth^ threatening the king himself. 



90 uisToay. ; 

and demanding ume of his oounsdlon, whom they 
named, that they might tear them in pieces. The 
magistrates of the city, partly by authority, partly by. 
£>roe, endeavoured to quell the alarming tumult ; the 
king attempted to sooth the malecon tents, by promis* 
ing to receive their petition when presented in a regu- 
lar manner ; the ministers, sensible of their own rash-' 
ness in kindling such a flame, seconded both ; and the 
ra^e of the populace, subsiding as suddenly as it had 
arisen, they all dispersed, and the king returned to the 
palace. 

As soon as he retired, the leaders of the male- 
contents assembled in order to prepare their petition 
in a regular manner. The punishment of the popish 
lords; the removal of those counsellors who were 
suspected of favouring their persons or opinions ; and 
the repeal of all the late acts of council, subversive of 
the authority o£ the church, were the chief of their 
demands. But the king's indignation was still so 
highy that the deputies chosen for the purpose durst 
not venture that night to present their requests. Be- 
fore next morningy James, with all his attendants, 
withdrew to Linlithgow ; the session and other oourts 
(^ justice were required to leave a city, where it was 
no longer consistent either with their safety or their 
dignity to remain ; and the noblemen and barons were 
commanded to return to their own houses, and not to. 
reassemble without the king's permission. The vigour 
with which the king acted struck a damp upon the 
^irits of his adversaries. The citizens, sensible how 
much they would suffer by his absence^ and the re- 
moval of the courts of justice, repented already of 
their conduct* The ministers alone resolved to main- 
tain the contest; they endeavoured to prevent the no- 
bles from dispersing; they inflamed the people by vio- 
lent invectives against the king; they laboured to pro- 
cure subscriptions to au association for their mutual 
defence; and, conscious what lustre th^ junction of 
some of the greater nobles would add to their causej, 

i 
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tk muiliteni of EdmlmnKh wrote to Loid Hamiltoii 
to induce bim to beeome their leeder. Lord Uamilloiif 
instead of oomplyiD^ with their doBiie, carried the let* 
tcr directlv to the kiiig> whom this new insult irritat- 
ed to sncb a d^;reey that he oommanded the ro^gi* 
stnues of the city instantly to seiae their ministers, aa 
rasDifestincendiuies and enoouragers of rebellion. The 
magiistratea, in order to r^psin the king's favour, were 
preparing to obey ; and the ministers, who saw no hope 
of safety, fled towards England. 

As the clergy had hitherto deriyed their chief credit 
and strength trom the fiiTour uid leal of the dtiaens 
of Edinburgh, James's first care was to humble them. 
Xboiigh the magistrates submitted to him in the moat 
ilgeGt terms ; woug^ they vindicated themselves and 
their Miaw citiiens ftom Uie most distant intention of 
violatinff the royal person or authority; neither ae* 
kaewlec^^ettta nor intercessions were of the least 
tvail. The king continued inexorable ; the city was 
declared to have forfeited its privileges as a corpora* 
taon, and to be liable to all the penalties of treason* 
The capital of the kingdom, deprived of ita magi* 
Btratea, deserted by ita ministers, abandoned by the 
mrtB of justice, and prasciibed by the king, remained 
in desolation and despair. At last, in compliance with 
the wiahes of Blisabeth, who interposed in their favour, 
wd moved by the solicitations of his nobles* James ah* 
Kdved the citiaens from the penalties of the law, but at 
the same time he stripped them of their most imports 
iBt privileges ; they were neither allowed to elect their 
own m^^trates, nor their own ministers ; many new 
Wdena were imposed on them ; and a great aum of 
iQoiley was exacted by way of a peac»>ofiering« 

Ob the Sunday previous to the departure of James, 
to take possession of the English throne, in 1603, he 
KOftired to the church of St Giles in Edinburgh to 
tale a formal leave of hu northern sutijects. After 
^« service was over, the king rose up, and, address- 
log himself to the people^ made many professions of 
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unalterable regard towards them ; promised frequent- 
ly to visit Scotland ; and assured tnem^ that his Scot- 
tish suljects^ notwithstanding his necessary absence, 
should feel that he was their native prince, no less 
than when he resided among them. His words were 
often interrupted by the tears of the audience, who, 
though they exulted at the king's prosperity, were 
melted into tenderness by these (^clarations. 

In 1609, the differences between the king and the 
citizens of Edinburgh seem to have been entirely 
buried in oblivion ; as in that year he conferred a 
mark of his favour on the town, by allowing the pro* 
vest to have a sword of state carried before him, and 
the magistrates to wear gowns on public occasions. 
In 1618, James paid his last visit to the city, on which 
occasion he was entertained with the greatest pcmip 
and magnificence. 

A penect harmony seems to have subsisted betweoi 
the court and the city of Edinburgh in the beginning 
of the reign of Charles I. ; for in 1627 that prince 
presented the city with a new sword and gown, to be 
worn by the provost at the times appointed by his fa- 
ther James VI. In the following year Charles paid a 
visit to this metropolis, and was received by the citi- 
zens with every demonstration of loyalty and respect. 
But this good understanding did not long continue. 
The establishment of episcopacy in ScoUand was a fa- 
vourite object with Charles, in the prosecution of 
which began those troubles which so Imig desolated 
the country, and at last ended in the death of that 
un&rtunate monarch. Edinburgh was at this time 
appointed the seat of a diocese, in which the three 
Lothians and part of Berwickshire were included; 
the church of St Giles in Edinburgh was also ap- 
pointed the cathedral, and a liturgy having been 
prepared, was appointed to be read mere on the 38d 
of July 1637. On that occasion a considerable tumult 
happened in the cathedral ; the officiating priest was 
interrupted in the service; and Dr Lindsay, Bishop 
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fii £dmliiugll> was esMMed to the atmofi d«nger of 
hiiliftw 

Awsbyteriaainik was now so deeply rooted in Soot* 
I«Dd> tliat all the attempts of its enemies to supplant 
it ftUed of success. The inhabitaDts of the countrY^ 
•kraied «t these innovations, crowded to Edinburgn, 
to eonoert messares for the oomuion defence of their 
i]£^^8. The priTy*oouncil> in order to stop the pro* 
gresB of these associations, thought proper to pumidi 
two acts, hy one of which die people were command-* 
ed, under a scTore penalty, to leaye the town in twen- 
ty-finir hours, and by the other the Court of Senion 
was removed to Linlithgow. This last act so much 
emsaged the populace, that Lord Traquair and some of 
the bishops were assaulted, and narrowly escaped wiUi 
their lives. 

The combinations among the people were, however, 
stiU carried on ; the solemn league and covenant made 
in King James's time against popery was renewed, and 
many new articles added ; each of the towns in Scot- 
land had a copy ; and that which belbnged to Edin- 
burgh, the origmal of which is still preserved in the 
arehives of the city, is loaded with no fewer than five 
thousand subscriptions. 

Notwithstanding these difierences between the king 
and his sulyects on the score of religion, Chvles, when 
he visited Scotland in 1641, was sumptuously enter- 
tained by the magistrates of the city. This entertain- 
ment cost L. 18,000 Scottish money, or about L. 948 
Sterling. 

The transactions in which the city of Edinbui^ 
was engsged during the remainder of the reion of 
Charks I., the Commonwealth, or the reign of Charles 
II., are not such as to merit verv particular notice* 

Charles IL, on his accession, nad assured the pres- 
bytery of Edinburgh of his determination to support 
the diurch government as by law established. He 
had bound mmself by his coronation oath to preserve 
it; vatd yet one of the first acts of the parliament. 
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which met in January 1661, was to refldnd the whde 
acts passed since 1633^ those in favoar of prashytm 
being among the number. The attempt to establish 
episcopacy was again made, and attendance on its 
ntes was enforced by high pecuniary penalties ; the 
prity-council assumed the power of banishing to the 
West Indies persons who had rendered tbemsdrea ob- 
noxious ; half the clergy of Scotland were deposed for 
not oonforminff to rites which their conscience distp* 
proved of; and enormous fines were imposed on those 
who were accused of non-attendance on the estMish- 
ed worship. Irritated by those manifold impressions, 
the western counties rose in arms, and combinatioiM 
were formed oyer all the country to resist the measures 
of the court ; and though the nobility and peiliament, 
with the exception of the Earl of Argyll, bowed their 
beads submissively to the yoke, yet tne great mass of 
the people i^owed the firmest determination to support 
their civil and religious liberties. A ruinous civil war 
was the consequence; and proscriptions, inf^rison- 
ment, and all the evils attendant on intestine commo- 
tion, disgraced the annals of Charles's reign. 

In 1680, the Duke of York, with his duchess, the 
Princess Anne, and the whole court of Scotland, were 
entertained in the parliament house by the msgi- 
Btrates, at the expence of nearly L. 15,000 Scots. At 
this time, it is said, the plan for building a bri^ 
across the North Loch was first projected by the i>ttKe 
of York. 

Upon the accession of William, a serious commo- 
tion was excited in Edinburgh. No sooner was it 
known that he was landed in England, than the Pres- 
byterians and other friends to the Reyolution crowded 
to the capital from all quarters ; and the adherents of 
James having retired from the city, the goyernment 
fell entirely into the hands of the popular party. A 
tumult took place on this occasion ; the drums beat 
to arms ; and the rioters proceeded to demolish the 
chapel*royal of Holyroodhouse. They were opposed 
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bf A par^ of about one handred meap who were 
statioaed m tiie abbey, and who adhered to the in- 
ternes d Jamei. The mob pratsing forwnd, were 
ftned upon bv this party. About twelve were killed^ 
aaad a oonaiderable number woimded* This warn 
and unexpected reception made them instantly re- 
treat ; bnt they soon retomed with a warrant ft^om 
some of the lords of the privy-eounci]. They were 
now headed by the magistrates, town-guard^ trained 
faends^ and henJds at arms. Wallace, the captain of 
the party^ was required to surrender ; and, upon his re- 
fbsal^ another skkmish ensued, in which Jumes's party 
were defeated, some were killed, and the rest were 
made prisoners. . The populace then proceeded to de- 
molish the royal ehapd, which they despoiled of its or- 
naments, and many of the houses of the Roman Catho- 
lics werei^undered. The Earl of Perth's ceUars did not 
escape their fiiij ; and the wme they found there served 
the more to inflame their seal against popery. 

A company ftr trading to AfHca ana tlie Indies was 
established in Soothmd. and ftvoured with an act of 
pariiament, in ie»6. The eompany being tiins formed, 
L> 400,000 Sterling were suMcribed by gentlemen, 
natives of Scothmd. Six ships of eonsidarable siie and 
ibiee, laden with various commodities, saUed fitnn the 
Frith of Forth in 1606. News of their airival and 
settlement on the Isthmus of Darien were received at 
Edinbuigh on the S5th of March 1690, and this event 
was celebrated by the most extravagant rgoicing. But 
the Engttdi were jealous that this company would 
rival their trade, and King Willinn used all his influ- 
ence to crush it both at home and abroad. In conse- 
quence of this, the Dutch and Spaniards, under tiie pa- 
tronage of the English themsdves, soon suj^ressed the 
Scottish colony. Many families were ruined by this 
event, and the nation in general were excited to a fer- 
ment, which had nearly terminated in very dangerous 
consequences. 
The union of the two ktngdorat in 1707, wludi has 
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beeo attended with so many benefits to Scotland, oc» 
casioned several disturbances in Edinburgh. During 
the time the act was passing in the Scottish partia- 
menty it was found necessary, so unpopular was the 
measure at the time, that, besides the regular ^^uards, 
four raiments of foot should be introduced, to pre- 
serve the peace of the city. On this occasion, the dis- 
turbances were not a little heightened by the disagree* 
ment of the two members of parliament for the city ; 
and notwithstanding the. victory gained at that time 
by the court-party. Sir Patrick Johnston the provost, 
who voted for the union, was aflerwards obliged to 
leave the country* 

During the Rebellion in the Tear 17l£, the etty of 
Edinburgh remained faithful to the cause of the House 
of Hanover, and proper measures were taken by the 
magistrates for its defence. A committee of safety was 
appointed, the city-guard increased, and four hundred 
men were raised at the expeuce of the town. The 
fortifications were repaired, trenches were dug, and 
the sluice of the North Loch was shut to raise the 
water. Provisions were also laid in, and the trained 
bands were called out, one hundred of whom mounted 
guard on the walls every night. These precautions 
pevented the rebels from attempting the city. They, 
nowever, under Brigadier Mackintosh, made them- 
selves masters of Leith ; but, fearing an attack from 
the Duke of Argyll, who was on his march from Stirling 
to meet them, they retreated during the night. Their 
attempt upon the castle of Edinburgh likewise fiiiled. 
The rebels had induced a seneant of the. garrison to 
place their scaling ladders, and some of them had even 
got up to the top of the walls before any alarm was 
given ; but the plot being discovered by tne seijeant's 
wife, her husband was hanged over the place where 
he had attempted to introduce the enemy. The eX" 
pence of the preparations to defend the capital at this 
time amounted to about L. 1700, which was repaid by 
- government in the year 1 721 . 
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The loyalty of Edinbiurgh was still ftrther 
goialied in the yetr 1785. At this period, wlien dw- 
tnrtmnoes were ezdtcd in almost every part of tho 
kingidom, particolarly in the dtj of Glasgow, concern^ 
ins Uie excise-bill, all lemainea qniet in Edinbofgh ; 
ana ao remarkable waa the tranquillity in the metro- 
polis, that the mi^;istrates afterwards receiTed the 
thanks of the gOTemment for their behavioor on this 
occasion. 

In the year 1736, a singular oecorrence happen- 
ed in Edmbuigh-— the execution by the populace 
of one Porteons» a cafitain of the city-guard. Thia 
transaction had its origin in the fbUowinff circum- 
staneea :— Two smugglers, of the names of Wilson and 
Robertaon, had been convicted of robbing the coU 
lector of excise at Pittenweem, and, although the 
money was recovered to a trifle, they were both 
oQttdrained to suffer death. The crime was looked 
upon as trivial, and a general murmur prevailed 
amgng the people, which was much heightened by 
an aoodent which happened. It had been customary, 
at that time, for persons condemned to die to be car« 
ried each Sunday to the ehurch, cdled ftom that dr- 
cnmstance the ToUniath CkurcL The two prisoners 
just mentioned were conducted in the usual way, 
puarded by four soldiers, to prevent them from mak« 
mg Uidr escape ; but having once got thither a little 
bmre the congregation met, Wilson seised one of the 
guards in each hand, and the other in his teeth, call* 
ingottt to his companion to run for his Ufe, which 
he did, and effected his esca^ie. The person who had 
thus saved the lifo of his companion, without regard to 
his own, became an ol^ect or genexal commiseration ; 
and in the morning of the execution, the magistrates, 
apprehending, from the state of public foeling, that 
an attempt might be made to rescue the prisoner, fVir- 
nished the d^-guard, under the command of Cantain 
Porteons, with bdl-cartridges, A detachment of the 
king's troops> then quarteied in the Canongate, wef« 
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alto posted in the Lawmnirket, in case of the orcHnary 
city-gnaid being defhroed. The connct was accordii^y 
handed at the usual place of ezecation in the Orasa* 
market ; but the crowd, at the close of it» having ex* 
pressed their feelings bv pelting the executioner and 
guard with stones, by which some of them were slight* 
lY wounded. Captain Porteons unwarrantably gave or* 
aers to his men to fire, and urged their compliance by his 
own example. About twenty were killed and wounded. 
For this fatal stretch of power, which seemed uu* 
called for in the circumstances of the case, Porteons 
was put on his trials was unanimondy brought in 
guilty of murder by a respectable jury of his coun- 
trymen, and waa sentenc^ to be executed on the 
8th of September 1736. At that time the king 
was absent at Hanover, having left the regent in the 
hands of the queen. The case of the unfortunate 
Porteous having been represented to her majesty, she 
was pleased to grant him a respite for six weeks ; but 
such was the inveteracy of the people against him, 
that they determined not to allow nim to profit by the 
royal clemency. About nine o'doek of the night pre* 
vious to the day which had been appointed fi)r liisexe« 
cutioo, therefore, a number of people quietly sssem* 
bled, shut the gates of the city, seised and disarmed 
the city*guard, and proceeded to burst open the door 
of the prison. This accomplished, the unfbrtunate 
Porteous was dragged down stairs fh>m tlie apart* 
ment where he was confined, and hurried along the 
streets to the common place of execution ; for, with 
a kind of retributive justice, it was conceived nroper 
to execute him on the same spot where the people had 
been killed by the fire of the soldiers wsder his com- 
mand. The magistrates, upon learning what was go- 
ing forward, attempted to reach the prison, but fiiund 
the street so well guarded, and were met by such a 
shower of stones, that they judged it prudent to retire^ 
without any fUrther effi>rt for the prisoner's ssfety. 
When he arrived at the place where the gibbet was 
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nnttty plaeedy one of the tpecUtors inteieeded with 
the mob to give him time to pray ; hut was answered 
by them^ diat he did not give them he had killed time 
to pisTy and he was hmig up on a dyer's sign-post with 
se?eial ciicamstances of cruelty. As they had not 
brought a rope along with them, they broke open a 
shop where tAey Imew they were to be nad ; and, hay- 
ing taken what they wanted, left the money for it on 
the table. The persons concerned then retired, with- 
out committing any other disorder, about twelve o'- 
clock, after naHing the rope by which he was suspend* 
ed to the post. And so paralysed were the proper au- 
thorities on this occasion, that hia body was allowed 
to hang till aeyen o'clock next morning, without any 
attempt to diacover the perpetrators, or to rescue the 
onfinrtonate individuaL 

Such an atrocious insult on government could 
not fail to be highly resented. A royal prodaraation 
^w accordingly issued, ofiering a pardon to any ac« 
comidice, and a reward of L. 200 to any person who 
would discover one of those concerned in the riot. The 
prodamation was likewise ordered to be read from 
every pulpit in Scotland, the first Sunday of every 
jnonth for one year ; but so divided were the people 
in their quiiions about this affidr, that many of the 
c^gy hesitated exceedingly about complying with the 
voyal mandate. Those vnio reftused to do so were in 
^<^>ger of being turned out of their livings ; while 
^l^oae who complied beoune so unpopular, that their 
situation was rendered still worse than the others. 

All the e£R)rt8 of government, however, were insufi- 
^nt to produce any detection of the authon of this 
<Hitrage ; and no discovery was ever made. It had 
^^een concerted vrith a secrecy, and carried on vrith a 
pvadenoe, not common in popular commotions. 'The 
^^gi8trate8, indeed, appear, firom papera deposited by 
^bert Johnston, Esq. in the collection of the Society 
of Scottish Antiquaries, to have received some inlbrma- 
tion of what was going on at least thirty-4ax houra 

c2 
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before the tumult burst fiirth ; but, at a meting late- 
on the previous evenings when this iufbnnatioa was 
taken into consideration, the council pronounced the 
reports in circuhition to be merely cadka clatters, (fly- 
ing rumours,) unworthy of regard* Disappointed in 
their endeavours to discover the perpetrators, the oourt 
determined to punish the magislrates, and the city aX 
large* Alexanaer Wilson, who was provost at the 
time, was committed to prison, and confined three 
weeks before he was admittea to bail ; after which, he and 
the four bailies, with the lords of justiciary, were order* 
ed to atteud the House of Peers at London. On their 
arrival there, a debate ensued, whether the lords should 
attend in their robes or not ?*-»but at last it was agreed 
that they should attend in their robes at the bar. This, 
however, was refused by their lordships, who insisted 
that they should be examined within the bar; upon which 
the affair of their examination was dropped altogether.* 

A bill at last passed both Houses, by whi(^ it was 
enacted, that the city of Edinburgh should be fined in 
the sum of L. 2000 for the benefit of Porteous's widow, 
(though she was prevailed upon to accept of L. 1500 
for the whole ;) and the provost was declared incapable 
of ever serving government in any capacity whatever. 
To prevent such catastrophes in future, the town coun- 
cil also enacted, that, on the first appearance of an in- 
surrection, the chief ofiicers in the different sodeties 
and incorporations should repair to the council, to re- 
ceive the orders of the magistrates for the quelling of 
the tumult, under the penalty of L. lOO Scots for each, 
omission. 

In the year 1745, upon the landing of the Pr^end- 
er's eldest son in the north-west parts of Scotland, the 



• ITie circumatances which took (^ce at l\)rteOQ8\i «xecu'' 
tion have fu*niBhed the author of Waverl^ afid Guy Manner* 
mg with the chief incidems in the tale entitled ^' The Heart 
of Mid.Lothian.? 
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d^ of EdiBbuiiB^ wm mveh alarmed. On thii otQ»* 
sjon, the Umn-ooandl^ amoerely attached to the go- 
¥enuiieiit> used all thdr cfibrta to pat the capital in 
the beat poadble atate of defenoe. The city watla weio 
lepaiiedj a trench dug from the northern side of the 
caalle to the North Loch, the town'a company of 
giiirds augmented, and anna given out to the inhabit* 
ants of Leith. For the better defenoe of the dty^ • 
regiment waa aho raiaed of one thouaand men ; and 
snbaariptions were opened Ibr Tolanteers, in the listi 
of whidi many of the chief citiaena enrolled themaelTea* 
These were supplied with anna fWxn the oastle of 
Kdinbar^* 

On the'lSth of September, newa were Teodved that 
the Plretender*8 army had croased the Forth aboTt 
Stirling, and waa advancing into the southern parts of 
the kin^m. The trained bands of the dty were im« 
medialSy ealkd out« and ordered to mount ^uard m 
the Parliament House ; the volunteers, oonsuting of 
six oompanies, in the Exchequer Chambers ; and the 
Edinburgh regiment in the Justiciary HalL Besides 
these, there were three volunteer oompaniea of dissent* 
ers hom the established church, the town's oouipany of 
ihaileers, consisting of about one hundred and twaity 
men, and about two hundred men ftom the country 
parts, who volunteered in defence of the capitaL The 
money in ihe public banks was now removed to the 
castle fat the greater security, together with the meet 
vidualde efiects of the {nivate dtixens. 

On the Idth, advices were reeeived that the van of 
the rebel army waa advanced to Linlithgow, and de^ 
tadunents of it within a Ibw miles of Edinbuigh. 
Upon thisi all the fbrces which Were not on necessaiy 
duty in the town, togeUier with a regiment of dragootft 
fiom Jjaih, marched out to reinfbree Colonel Qsida^ 
ner's lament at Corstorphine, a village about tfaiee 
milee to the westward ^ the city. When, however^ 
the advanced guaM of the ^leiny oatne within sigh^ 
the two regiments of dragoons marched off witii ^ 
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ffveateBt precipitation. This retreat of the military 
%rew the citizens into the greatest consternation. A 
meeting of the principal inhabiunts was immediately 
called to deliberate on the measures to be taken in this 
critici state of affairs, at which it was resolved, that, as 
it was impossible to defend the city, commissioners 
should be appointed to treat with the Pretender, and 
to obtain the best terms they could. In the midst 
of their deliberations, a letter was produced in council, 
addressed to the lord provost and magistrates, which 
being ordered to be read, it began as follows : "Where- 
as we are now to enter the beloved metropolis of our 
ancient kingdom of Scotland."— Here the reader was 
Stopped, and asked by whom the letter was signed. 
Having told that it was supersoribed Charles Prince 
of Wales^ &c. it was immediately refused to be heard. 
AU thoughts of defending the town being now laid 
aside, the volunteers and city regiment returned their 
arms to the castle ; but the trained bands and the com- 
pany of fuzileers mounted guard the following night. 
The commissioners appointed to treat for the city 
met with some of the Highland chiefs at Gray's Mill 
for this purpose ; but what was concluded at this meet- 
inff was never known. However, the next morning, 
aSut four o'clock, a party of the rebels had got before 
the eastern gate of the city, called the Netherbow ; 
and this gate being opened, at this time of danger, to 
let out a coach, the Highlanders entered, secured the 
gates, possessed themselves of the guard-house, dis- 
armed the guard, and seized the artillery, arms, and 
ammunition, belonging to the dty. 

General Guest, governor of the castle, was no sooner 
apprised of the rebels having possessed themselves of 
the city than he displaved the flag, and fired several 
cannon, as a warning for the inhabitants not to ap- 
proach the Castle Hill. , . , , , , 
The party of the Highlanders which had entered 
the city in the morning, having secured the heralds, 
parsaiyants, &c repaired about noon to the Cross of 
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Sdmbnigh, and, by sound of trumpet, read tlie Fre« 
tender's declaration and commission of regency given 
to his son ; and a manifesto was puUisbed^ containing 
a general pardon fbr all treasons committed betoe its 
pafaiication, and ample promises to secoie the people in 
tbe exercise of their religion, and in the fbll enjoyment 
of aU their rights and priTileges. 

On the 17th of September^ the main body of the 
Highland army arrived in the King's Park at £din<- 
boiie^, led by the yoong Pretender in a Hi|diland 
dress. He immediately took up his lodgings m the 
apartments of Holyroo&onae ; and, on the 18th, pub- 
lished a proclamation, requiring all the inhabitants of 
the city, and neighbouring districts, immediately to 
give up all the arms and ammunition in their posses- 
mn, at the oalace of Holyroodhouse» and declaring 
such as shoola not comply with this order rebels to the 
gowemment* 

On the 19th of September, an order was sent to 
Edinburgh, demanding, on pain of military executiony 
one tiioiUBand tents, two thousand targets, six thouslind 
pairs of shoes, and a proportionable number of water* 
cantines, to be ftimished for the use of the army before 
the 89d of the same month, and promising to pay for 
the same as soon as the present troubles were over. 
There being no room fbr hesitation or delay, die inha« 
bitants oidered these articles to be instantly provided ; 
and, to defhiy the expence, laid on a tax of two shil- 
Unfls and sixpence Stei^ling in the pound, on all lands 
and tenements within the nberties of die dty. A pro« 
damation was also published soon after by the Pre- 
tender^ prohibiting the soldiers of the armv ftom pil- 
laging or disturbing any of the houses of the citisens, 
under the jpain of being tried by a court-martial, and 
punished nnr the oSbnce* 

On the 90th of the same month, the Highlanders 
marched firom their camp at Duddingstone to meet 
General Cope, who was advancing with his army for 
tbe relief of Edinburgh. General Cope's army c(mdsted 
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of about three thousand infimtry and dragoons^ weB 
supported hy artillery. The rebel forces were nearly 
of the same number ; but consisted of undiscipUned, 
half-armed Highlanders, without cavalry or artiUery. 
Both armies lay on their arms all night ; and, early 
next morning, the rebels attacked General Cope near 
Frestonpans, a village about nine miles from the me- 
tropolis, and, after a short engagement, entirely de- 
feated the king's army, and got possession of ail their 
artillery and baggage. Next day the Pretender, with 
his army, returned to their camp at Duddingstone ; 
and a message was immediately sent to the ministers 
of Edinburgh, desiring them to eontinue public wor- 
ship as usual, but without mentioning names when 
they prayed for the king or royal family. But the 
pastors of the city had deserted their churches, in or- 
der to provide for their personal safety. Only the two 
ministers of St Cuthbert's Church remained; and 
l^ey, notwithstanding of the enemy's presence, con- 
tinued to pray for the king by name, and exhorted their 
people, bv their instructions and example, to stem the 
torrent of popery and of arbitrary power. 

From the time of the Highlandiers taking possession 
of Edinburgh, they had as yet received no disturbance 
from the troops garrisoned in the castle. But on the 
25th of September, the garrison being alarmed from 
some unknown cause, a number of cannon were dis- 
charged at the guard which the rebels had placed at 
the West port or gate of the town* This act of hostility 
occasioned the Pretender to order a guard to be placed at 
the Weigh-house, (an old building near the termination 
of the street which leads to the castle, now removed,) 
to prevent all intercourse between the city and garrison. 
The soldiers posted there being by this means pre- 
vented from getting a supply of provisions. General 
Quest, the governor, acquainted the lord provost by 
letter, that, if the communication were not quickly 
opened, he would, by his artiUery, be obliged to dis- 
)o(9ge th? rebels from their posts on the Castle HilU 
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The alliens, to prevent the destruction that would 
befal the city hy tnts measure, sent adeputttion to the 
young Pretender, to lay before him the general's let* 
ter, but received no satis&ctory answer. In this emer- 
gency they applied to Genenu Guest to grant them a 
respite from nostilities, till they should endeavour by 
some means to renew tiieir intercourse with the castle. 
The communication with the garrison seems to have 
been opened soon after, as several persons who were 
carrying in provisions were, on the 1st of October, fir- 
ed at by the Highland guard. This so enraged the 
military in the fort, that they fired upon the guard, 
and several houses in the city were much damaged, and 
some people wounded. The young Pretender now de- 
termined to cut off all communication between the 
castle and the city ; and for this purpose guards were 
placed in the church of St Cuthbert's and in Living-* 
stone's Yards. A sally from the castle being mam, 
one of the guard-houses was set on fire, a ftw of the 
rebels were killed, and some taken prisoners. 

These unimportant skirmishes, however, had not the 
efivct of raising the blockade. The governor, therefore, 
determined to proceed to fiirther extremities; and« 
<m the 4th of October, gave warning to the inhabitants 
to remove firom the northern side of James's Court, 
as some of the shot might happen to fall in that quar- 
ts. A cannonading was then commenced ^;ainst the 
lebd poets ; and in the following night a party from 
the castle burnt some houses on the eastern side of 
the Castle Hill, where the rebels used to shelter 
themselves. This scene of destruction threw the citi- 
aens into the greatest alarm ; those most exposed to 
the fire of the castle left their houses, and many of 
the people b^an to retire from the city. The Pre- 
tender raised the blockade of the castle on the ^th of 
Octob^ ; and on the aist of the same month left 
Edinburgh on his march to England. On the next 
day he was followed by the last division of Ms little 
army, now amounting to 6000 men; and thus the 
city was finally relieved from apprehension^ as, on 
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their return from England^ the HlghlanderB retreated 
in a difierent direction. 

The young Pretender besieged Carlisle in the begin- 
ning of November^ which dty^ in three days, surren- 
derai to his arms. He afterwards took his route for 
Manchester^ where he was joined by about 200 men, 
and penetrated to Derby. Here he paused, and not 
finding that support in England which was anticipated, 
and b^i^ surrounded by hostile armies, it was resolved 
in a council of war to retreat immediately to Scotland. 
Charles accordingly abandoned Derby, and retired 
befi)re a superior force, and through a hostile covmtrj, 
with his little band of Highlanders, in a manner which 
reflects the highest credit on his military advisers. He 
defeated the King's forces, commanded by General 
Hawley, at Falkirk, and proceeded to besiege the cas- 
tle of Stirling ; but, the country through which they 
passed being exhausted, and the royal army, under the 
Duke o£ Cumberland, in pursuit, they relinquished 
the attempt, and hastily retired to the north. 

The batde of Culloden, which sunk for ever the 

hopes of the Stuart Family, wasfbught on the l^h of 

April 1746. The king's army, infinitely superior in 

numbers and appointments, gained an easy victory, 

which they sullied by their subsequent cruelties. Two 

thousand of the rebels fell in the field of battle, and 

the northern counties were delivered up to all the 

horrors of a conquered countoy. Their unfortunate 

leader, after a series of surprising escapes^ at length 

got safe to the continent; and many of his fHends 

paid the forfeit of their attachment to his caufte on the 

icaffbld. The Duke of Cumberland, with a littleness 

unworthy of the cause which he supported, and still 

more unworthy of a great gena'al, caused fourteen of 

the ftbel standards which he had taken to be burnt at 

the public Cross of Edinburgh. The Pretenders 

standard was carried by the common executioner, the 

others by chimney-sweepers, and the heralds, in alnsost 

burleaque pomp, proclaimed the names of the com- 
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Bttoders to whom they bad belonged^ aB they were 

thrown into the fire. 

Soon after matters were settledj the provoat of £din« 
boigh was brought to trial, first at London, and then 
at fidinbnrgbj for not deftanding the dty against the 
rebels. From the situation and extent of the walls 
of the town such- resistance would have been nnayail- 
iDg ; and the retreat of the rmilar annv exculpated 
the chief magistrate firom any snare of luame on this 
occasion. Hie trials however, • at the time excited 
considerable interest ; and in the course of it a dx" 
comatance happened, which attracted some attention. 
The jury on Uie trial having sat two days, insisted 
that Uiey oould sit no longer, and prayed for a dhort 
respite. As the wgeney of the case was apparent, 
and both parties afip^eed aa to the necessity of tne mea« 
sore, the court, after long reasoning, acyoumed till 
the day following, taking ue jury bound under a pe- 
nalty of L. 500 each, when the court continued sitting 
two days longer, and the jury were one day iudoseo. 
The event was, that the provost waa unanimously ac- 
quitted. 

At this time the dty fdt a temporary inconvenienoe 
from the election of their magistrates not having taken 
l^ace at the usual tune, on account of the presence of 
the reibels. It became therefore neoessary to apply to 
his mgesty for a power to the dtiaara to enable them 
to choQoe their magistrates as formerly. Tliis was 
readily granted ; and die buxgesses accordingly return- 
ed a new set of magistrates, sll of whom were known 
ftieods to the Hanoverian succession. The new coun« 
oil, on their entrance into office, in gratitude for the 
t^gaal aerviees done to the country by the Duke of 
Cumberland, presented him the fre^om of the city in 
a gold box, with a suitable inscription. 

This transaction was the last which happened iu 
fidinbnigh of any general importance, or whidi re- 
quires any very minute detail. Of the occurrences 
whidi have happened since that period, the improve- 
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ments in the city, and the extension of itt hoandaries, 
foim a principal and striking part. 

Several tumults of inferior importance have, how- 
ever, at times agitated the city. In 1740, on account 
of a temporary scarcity of prorisions. Bell's MilLs, near 
Edinbui^h, were attacked by the populace, and after- 
wards I^ith Mills. On that occasion the military 
were called in for the preservation of the public peace, 
and, being obliged to proceed to extremities, fired 
upon the rioters, of whom three were severely wound- 
ed. 

In 1749 another tumult took place, occasioned by 
the practice of raising bodies from the church-yards 
in the city for the purpose of anatomical demonstra- 
tions. Tne populace beat to arms, surrounded the 
houses of the surgeons who were suspected of being 
concerned in this practice ; and, in spite of the effiirts 
of the magistrates, demolished the house of the beadle 
at St Cuthbert's. 

The impressment of men for the war, which was 
then commencing, occasioned a riot in 1756, which 
was speedily checked by the appearance of a military 
fytce. In 1760 a tumult happened in the theatre, oc- 
casioned by the performance of Garrick's '' High Life 
Below Stairs." This the footmen, who at that time 
were permitted to attend their masters to the play, 
and had a gallery allotted for their accommodation, 
considered as an intolerable satire on their order, and 
resolved to interrupt the performance. The conse- 
quence of this resolution was, that they were turned 
out from the theatre with disgrace, and this i«ivil^^ 
was from that time withdrawn. 

In the years 1763 and 1765, the tumults on account 
of the price of provisions were renewed, and many of 
the dealers in corn and meal had their houses broken 
open and their shops destroyed. The magistrates were 
under the necessity of calling in the military to quell 
the disturbance; but, at the same time, to put an 
efibctual stop, as far as in their power, to aach pro* 
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eeediagt in ftitiirey ihej^ve tecuxhy, that people who 
bnn^ht grain or ptoyisions into the market thonld be 
secured in their property. In 1784» a riot on the 
sune acooant happened, and the distillery at Canon^ 
mills was attacked, on a supposition that the distillert 
enhanced die price of meal oy using nnmalted mm. 
The attack was repelled by the servants of the distiU 
kry ; but the mob were not dispersed nntil the shetV 
caJled the soldiers quartered in the castle to his assist- 
aaee. The same night a party set out for Ford, a 
plaee ten miles to the southwara of Edinbuigh, when 
there was likewise a large distillery, whidi, as they 
met with no opposition, they soon destroyed. One 
man was killed in the riot at Edinburgh, by the fire of 
a serTsnt of the distillay, and sevetal of the rioters 
were secured and afterwards punished. 

In the years 1778 and 1779, two very alarming dia- 
tuibanoes happened, which threatened a great deal of 
bloodshed, though happily the^ were terminated with- 
out any. The first was a mutiny of the Eiorl of Sea* 
fbrth'a Highland regiment, whidi was at this time 
quartered in the castle. Their services being required 
in India, it was intended to send them thither without 
consulting their inclinations; but when the aoldien 
understood that this was to be the case, they did not 
seem ineUned to yield obedience. Certain arrears were 
at die same time due to them ; and these dreumstaa- 
ees oocaatOBed their concerting measures for their com- 
men safety, which at last terminated in mutiny. One 
morning, as the regiment was at drill in Lddi Unks^ 
a damour arose among .the ranks on the sulgect of 
their going abropd, and the payment of their arrears. 
In an instant, as perhans had been before coneerted, 
the whole battalion shouldered their arms, set off at a 
quick march, and took possession of the hill in Uie 
neighbourhood of Ediuburgh caUetl Arthur's Seat, on 
the summit of which they fixed their quarters. Their 
commanders endeavoured to win them with promises ; 
but to these they paid no regard, knowing how for- 
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mer cmei had been broken. Threats were next wed ; 
but these they disregardedy because, in their sUQation* 
Ibot soldiers would not dare to atladc them, and cm^ 
Tf could not approach them on this elevated ground. 
It was represented to them, that the castle would firs 
upon and dislodge them ; but they knew that this at- 
tempt would be also vain, for they might retire be- 
hind the hills out of its reach. An acoommodataon 
was at last, as the only resource, proposed to them. 
The then Lords Dunmore ajid M acdonald, on whose 
honour the Highlanders could depend, were deputed 
to enter into a negotiation with the mutineers, whidi 
was happily succMsftil, and matters were finally set- 
tied. They then returned to their allegisnce, and 
soon after embarked on foreign service. 

The other disturbance alhided to happened on ae* 
count of the attempt to repeal the penal laws against 
the Papists. The iame cause gave rise to the riots in 
London in 1780. On the Sd of February 177&, a 
mob assembled in the evening, burnt one Popish 
chapel, and plundered another. Next day they re- 
newed their depredations, destroying and carrying off^ 
the books, ftimiture, &c of several Catholic priests^ 
and others of that persuasion. The riot continued all 
that day, though the assistance of the military was 
called in to preserve the peace ; but fiirce was not re* 
sorted to, and no lives were lost. The city was after* 
wards obli^ to make good die damages snataiiied by 
the Cathohcs on this occasion, which was estimated at 
L. 1500. 

In April of the same year, a mutiny, which ended 
in a very disagreeable manner, happened at Leith, the 
sea-port town of Edinburgh. A party of about fifty 
fiignland recruits, on account of some misrepresenta^ 
iion as to the place of their destination, reftised to 
embark. Two hundred of the South FendUes, then 
quartered in the castle, accompanied by proper officers, 
were immediately ordered to Leith, to enforce obe- 
dience, or make the r^nctory party pristmers. Tlie 
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Hif^kndert resisted; a good many shots wsre find 
by both parties ; but the Highknden wane at hurt o|>- 
tiged to submit^ and were canried prisoners to the 
csstle of Ediuba^. About twelve of the mutiDeers 
were killed in this sffiiir ; and of the fendbles a cap* 
tain and two privates fell. Several were wounded on 
both sides. 

The welkknown Paul Jones, in this year^ made his 
appearance in the Frith of Forth with some armed 
vessds ; but departed without attempting any thing 
against the harbour or shipping. Thea£m excited, 
mwever, occasioned no small stir among the citiaens 
of £dinbuigh and Leith, and all the sacks of wool 
which could be mustered were put in requisition to 
serve as a barricade. A small fortification was afWr* 
wards erected, a little to the westward of the town of 
Leith> which now serves as a station for artillery. 

The revolutionary and equalizing principles inspired 
by the French Revolution occasioned in Edinburgh, 
as wdl as in other parts of the kingdom, several dis* 
torbances, and were the cause of the trial and condem- 
nation of some designing individuals, who at that time 
swayed, with too much success, the popular opinions. 
But ideal notions of liberty have long since given way 
to that real freedom, of which the British Constitu« 
tiMi is the guardian ; and in the late protracted war- 
£u<^ the loyiuty of the citizens of Edinburgh, and their 
seal-in behalf of the laws handed down to them hf 
their ancestors, have been gallantly demonstrated, by 
the voluntary arming of all ranks for their preserva- 
tion. 

During the war, the partial failure of a crop occa* 
Bi<med aeveral tumults in Edinburgh, on account of 
the high price of provisions ; but these disturbances 
were speeoily checked, and the timely importation of 
foreign grain removed all apprehensions of absolute 
scarcity. 

The murder of one B^bie, a porter to the British 
Company Bank, on tlie 13th November 1806, 

d2 
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almost in agen day, wKbtn a feir paeea of a aentind, 
and a4Joining a crowded street^ by a aiogle blow of a 
knife, and robbiqg him of the bank notes which he 
earned^ created a consideraUe sensation in Edinbnigh. 
The greater part of the money waa afterwards found, 
but no tEsoa of the murderer was erer disoofered. 

Previous to this, street murder had been a crime al- 
most unknown in Edinbuigb. On the 31st of Decem- 
ber 1811, however, a band of young men, moat of then 
under minority, but in numbers sufficient to set the 
regidar poUoe of the dty at defiance, having armed 
themselves with bludgeons, made their ai^peannce up* 
on the streets, crowded with people on viuti to thm 
Mends as was usual at this season, about eleven o'do^, 
and proceeded to knock down and rob every person of 
decent appearance they met with. Their numbera pre- 
vented resistance from those whom they attacked; tibe 
regular police of the city was insufficient to stop the 
mischief; and the gang kept possession of the streets 
till two o'clock next morning. One watchman waa 
killed, a considerable number of the inhabitantB were 
robbed, and many of them dangeroualy hurt. The ae» 
tivity of the police soon traced out the leaders of this 
outrage. Several of the rioters were seised on the spot^ 
and the principal ringleaders were soon after taken ia« 
to custody. Four were tried and convicted ; and three 
of these were executed on a temporary gibbet, erected 
on the middle of the High Street, on the 29d of April 
1812. None of them were above eighteen years of age* 



KING S VISIT TO EDINBUaOH. 

Edinburgh, so long the capital of an independent 
kingdom, from the period of James VI.'s accession to 
the English throne had ceased to be a royal residence ; 
and, ftom the Union of the kingdoms in 1707, and the 
consequent dissolution of the Scottish Parliamenti^ be* 
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euBe little better then e pvofincial town. The kit ot* 
the Stuart line in the penon of the yoong Ptetooder 
in 1746, and the Duke of Cnmberland in 1746^ were 
the only indiTidnala of royal birch who, for a kmg p»* 
riod, had been seen in the Scottiah cafutal ; and it 
was, thereftre, a drenmstance looked ibiward to with 
pleunie and eonsideraUe anxiety, when it waa known 
that hia present Majeaty had determined to Tiait the 
kingdom of hia anoeatora. In July 1893^ it waa fUly 
known that this waa to take place immediately upon 
the Tiaing of Parliament ; and the proper authorities 
aooordingly, took meaaurea, anch aa the abort time al« 
lowed, ftnr preparing every thing for hia Migeaty'a re- 
ception. The apartmenfei in HolTroodhmiae were 
cleaned, repaired, and fitted up with becoming de- 
ganoe; triumphal archea were erected at Leith, where it 
was supposed he would land ; a new t»iriage way waa 
Ibrmed ftom the great road over the Calton Hill to the 
front of the paJi^; the road through the Fvk waa 
(^ned ; the Weigh House, whieh, but for this cir- 
cumstance, might have encumbered the street Bx 
some years lonser, waa removed as if b]f magic; a 
road was fbrmed ftom the Chain Pier at Trinity on the 
supposition the King might land there: and, for a 
month preTious to the actual event, all waa buatle and 
activity to a degiee neyer beftre witnesaed in Edin- 
burgh. Some of the royal carriagea and plate havii^ 
also arrived, and it being understood that nia Migeaty 
waa to sail without delay, crowds of people, and equiv 
pages of every description, poured in daily ; and win- 
dows were hiied at eztrava^t rates which command- 
ed a view of the processions, the order <^ which had 
been already published in an official paper. 

At last his Migesty embarked on board the Royal 
Yadit at Greenwich on Saturday the 10th of August; 
and on Wednesday fbUowing the Royal fleet anchored 
in Leith Roads. The day, however, bemg unfaTourable, 
it was announced that nia Miyeaty would not land till 
next monuog. On Thursday, accordingly, at an early 
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lioar^ all was bustle and preparation. Atanost die whole 
of the road to Leith was scafiblded on each side to wit- 
ness the procession ; and benches were also erected 
the entire length of the pier to see the royal landing. 
At twelve o'clock a gun from the yacht announced 
that his Majesty had embarked in his barge ; and the 
President of the Court of Session^ the Lord Chief 
Baron^ the Lord Justice Clerk, the Lord Chief Com- 
missioner, and other official personages, with the 
Magistrates of Leith, were waiting his Majesty's ar- 
rival at the end of a platform covered with scarlet 

cloth. 

During the progress of the barge up the harbour, 
the immense multitude on the pier, the shore, the 
scaffolding and windows, loudly and enthusiastically 
cheered his Majesty, who repeatedly bowed to the 
spectators. His Majesty sat in the stem of the boat 
till it reached the middle of the liarbour, wh^ he 
stood up, and continued standing till the barge reach- 
ed the landing-place.. He was received by the Duke 
of Dorset, the Marquis of Winchester, the Earl of 
Cathcart, the Earl of Fife, Sir William Eliott, and 
Sir Thomas Bradford, the Magistrates of T.eith, and 
the Judc^es of the Supreme Courts, all of whom he 
shook cordially by the hand. His Majesty then pro- 
ceeded to an open carriage, drawn by eight beautiful 
bays, amidst the cheers of the populace; and aflter 
being seated, with the Duke of Dorset and the Mar- 
quis of Winchester, it drove off at a slow pace, guard- 
ed by the Royal Company of Archers^ commanded by 
the Earl of Elgin, and a detachment of the Soots 

Greys. 

The following was the order of this splendid Pro- 
cession ;— 

Trumpets of Yeomanry. 

Squadron of Blid-Lothian Yeomanry. 

Two Highland Pipers. 

Captain Campbell, and Tail of BreadaRNme. 

&ra4droD of Soots Greys. 

Two Highland Pipers. 

Colonel Stewart or Garth, and Celiic Club* 
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Sir Bti MwiPlgrir Mwiinr moml tJ* iwd Tri lof 
Two Vuuailct OD BonnMis* 
Sir Atenadv IMlb, Kaight MtfiRlwl. on « UMk 
PlfMuid Grooms. 
Sh erMT mounted* 



De|mty-IiButeDaiiti» in the county unifioxm, moonted. 

TwoPlpera. 

Gcmnl Gnbun Stirling tad Talk 

Baioni of Sxchequer. 

Lord Clerk Regotcr. 

Loidt of Jmtieiary sad Sew io n, in laiii^M 

Marquis of Lothian. Lord-Lieutenant, mounted. 

Two Heralds, mounted. 

Glannrry mounted, and Groona* 

Young GMngarry and two supporten— TaiL 

Four Imald Trumpeters. 

White Rod, roountad» and Eq usui aa. 

Lord Ljon Depute, mounted, and Grooms. 

Eari of EiTol, Lord High Cteatable. in a Laaoar uniftotni, 

mounted. 
Two HeialdSk mounted. 
Squadron Seott Oreya. 
Royal Carriage and six. 
Ten Royal Footmen, two and two. 
Sixteen Yeomen of the Ouaxd, two and Iwob 
AxdMis. THE KING. Anhen. 

Sir Thomns Bradford and Staff. 
Squadron of Greys. 
Three Claaa of Highlanders, and Banners. 
Two Squadrons oTMid-Lothian Yeomanry. 
Qrenadien of the TTth Reg i me nt . 
Two Squadrons of die Third Dragoon Guaids. 
Band and Greys. 

The cayalcade now proceeded by Beraard Stnel and 
Comtitation Street to Leith Walk, and abont one 
o'dodc appitwdbed the barrier, near Pieardy Plao^ 
where the Lord IVoY08t» aooompanied by the Ma^* 
strafes, pareaented hia Migeaty with the suTer keya of 
the dty, amidat the applauaea of thonaanda ; for 6vei¥ 
honae and every part of the atieeta waa crowded with 



The Lord ProToet and Magtstratea then returned to 
their earriagea, and took their plaeea in the proeeaaion 
immediately aher the Lord Lieutenant of the County, 
preceded by their officera. 

The proeeaaion now paaaed alone York Place, turn- 
ed up by St Andrew'a Square, and then moved ak>ng 
Prince'a Street to the Regent Bridge, Waterloo Place. 
On entering thia splendid atreet hia Mi^ty aeemed 
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particularly strack with the el^ance of the buildings^ 
and the Calton Hill^ which now roee before him ter- 
raced with human beings. A little before two o'clock 
his Majesty reached the Palace of Holyroodhousey his 
arrival at which was announced by salutes fired from 
the Castle, and from guns placed on Salisbury Crags 
and the Calton Hill. 

After receiving the congratulations of the Magi- 
strates and other authorities^ his Majesty soon after 
drove off in his private carriage to Dalkeith House, 
which had been previously prepared for his residence. 
Fire-works were exhibited at Charlotte Square in the 
evening ; and the night following there was a general 
illumination. 

On the 17th of August, his Majesty held a levee at the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse, and on the 20th, a drawing- 
room, both of which were most numerously attended. 
The number of equipages of all descriptions displayed 
on these occasions was immense, and beyond what 
had ever been witnessed in Edinburgh. On the SSd, 
the King went in procession from Holyroodhouse to 
the Castle ; on the S3d, he reviewecT about 3000 ca- 
valry on Portobello Sands ; and same evening attend- 
ed a ball given by the Peers of Scotland in the As- 
sembly Rooms. On the S4th, a splendid banquet was 
given to his Majesty in the great Hall of the Parlia- 
ment House; and on the 25th, he attended Divine 
iervice in the High Church. A ball given by the Ca- 
ledonian Hunt on the 26th was attended by his Ma- 
jesty ; on the 87th, he visited the Theatre ; and on 
the 29th, after a visit to the Earl of Hopetoun, his 
Majesty embarked on board the Royal Yacht at Port 
Edgar, near Hopetoun House, and arrived safely in 
London on the 1st of September. 

It would require mucn more space than the limits 
of this work permic, to give even a slight detail of 
what passed during his Majesty's visit, or of the en* 
thusiastic manner with which he was received. The 
crowds of well-dressed people on the street8-*--the clans 
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in their difoent coftuiiie»— >the number of equiMgei^ 
aod the general expression of gaiety which Ed^urgh 
then presented^ will not soon be £>rgotten bv the pre* 
sent generation. An £questrian Statue of the King is 
intended to perpetuate tne event. 



G&EAT FI&Z. 

The year 1824 will be a memorable one in the an« 
nals of Edinburgh. The fire in June I8249 which, be- 
ginning at the Royal Bank Close^ destroyed the houses 
on the upper part of the south side of the High Street^ 
and the eastern ancle of the Parliament Square, was 
followed on the 15th and 16th of November by a con« 
flagration^ which has laid the fairest part of the princi- 
pal street of the Old Town in ruins, and totally de- 
stroyed the Parliament Square, except the buildings 
connected with the Scottish House of Parliament — ^be- 
sides having nearly annihilated half a dozen closes, or 
narrow knes^ reacning from the High Street to the 
Cowgate. 

On Monday evening, the loth November, about ten 
o'clock, smoke was discovered issuing from the second 
floor of a house at the head of the Old Assembly Close^ 
and about eleven o'clock the whole house, consisting of 
six floors, and forming the eastern wing of one of the 
most imposing buildings in the High Street, was in a 
blase. 

Efforts were now directed to save the houses to the 
west ; for though the wind was from the south-west, 
jet the tenement on the eost, being of comparatively 
recent erection, and divided from the burning house by 
a strong party wall, seemed in less danger. But the pro- 
gress of the flames was uncontrollable, and spreaoing 
westwards from the back of the building, the narrow 
sccess to which precluded the employment of engines 
in that direction, soon after twelve, the whole range up 
to Borthwick's Close was in a blaze* To such a height 
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were &e flaming embers projected^ that several ehim- 
neys on the opposite side of the street were set on iftre 
by their ftill ; and the heat was at one time so intense^ 
as to be fdt painfully warm by the spectators on the 
footpath on the opposite side. 

The building to the westward^ in which the Courant 
Office was situated, was the next prey of the flames. 
Fire was observed in the upper floor of this house about 
two o'clock ; and now, when it was too late, it was re- 
solved to attempt its extinction, bv leading up a pipe 
from an engine to the high roof of the adjacent house 
on the west, a measure which promised eventual suc- 
cess. But the pipe, when raised up, was found to be 
broken ; and what might have saved this building, had 
it been applied in time, only served, like all the effi>rt8 of 
this night and morning, to show the strong necessity 
for better apparatus, and a body more organised, to act 
with efiicacy in similar calamities. The fire descend- 
ed with uncontrollable furv, and about five o'clock the 
upper part of the front wall fell inward. 

While the fire was thus raging in the front houses, 
those connected with them on the south side, and 
forming narrow lanes, or closes, down the steep decli- 
vity to the Cowgate, were not more fortunate. To give 
any assistance here was impossible, from the nature of 
the confined passages, inaccessible to engines, and dan- 
gerous from tne fidling portions of the shattered tene- 
ments. Three men, it is said, were killed by the fall 
of some of the ruins in Conn's Close. In the Assem- 
bly Close, distinguished from many others by its neat- 
ly laid pavement, and its more ample breadth, in some 
places exceeding four feet, and known as a place of fl^ 
shionable resort before the New Town existed, was de- 
stroyed the Old Assembly Hall — ^lihe two under floors 
of a large building, with arched windows to the soutili 
— and several smaller houses. In Borthwick's Close, 
and the Old Fishmarket, the fire extended nearly Im^ 
way down to the Cowgate. 

Tbs extent of this fuarming fire-Hbe fearftd rapidi- 
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t? «f its t iqg w i i t» oontigai^ to the Wldiiifi 
tetfoyed in Jnne^ and a feeliiig ofgenenl akmi^iMiie 
UBhrmally excited than was ewr before witneaMd, 
drew ennrdt to the High Street, on the morning of 
Taeiday, to view the eKtenC of the derartatioD. The 
enffinea were still diieeted to the smoking ruins, and 
flslDeB of bmrnt matoriak, raised by the wind, were 
fiJUng thick in all the adjacent streets. Business was, 
in a great measoie, suspended, and moat of the shopa 
in the High Street were abut. Matters were in tub 
•tate^ when, about half-past eleven, some mmdeiing 
eye diaeoveted ikmes playing abinit the balostrade 
and ooraice of die steeple of die Tnm Churdi. An 
ahurm waa immediately gi^en that the Tron Churdi 
waa on fire, whieb spread with the nudity of lightnii^ 
over the whole d^. The fire, it is believed, had ori* 
pnated fiom the ^ht of embers carried by the wind^ 
whidi was from the west, lodging about the wooden 
balustrade. The steeple of the Tron Chureh, at least 
the stone part of it, ii«es in the fiMm of a square 
tower, and aboye the maaonry the spire was ibrmed 
of wood, originally intended to be covered with cop- 
per, but which, in the neeeanties of the dty, was re^ 
placed by lead, as the cheaper metal. It must have 
made ooiuudenl>le progreas befixe it attracted attention, 
ior, in less than an hour, all that waa eonsumaMe was 
consumed. The fiames asoended ftom the balusttrade, 
as the hcatmeked the leaden co*ering-»the lightek' 
parta of the wood-woilc speedily gaye way^-^nd ibr 
nearly a quarter of an hour, the four angular ribs were 
aeen m marked profile through the ascending flames. 
In thia inttfral, a dark coloured mass was aeen to fall 
from the centre. It was the bell, put up in the year 
167S, at the expenoe of 1490 merks eight shillingii 
SeoiB. Pinnade after pinnade fell, and befiire one 
o'dock, nothing of the steeple remained but the square 
tower. 

EndesTours were now made to ssto the bodv of the 
ohmchylmd by tlie exertioiis of the firemen and ethets, 

s 
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and tbe powerful asaistaiice of a& engiiie from Lehb 
Fort> (the only one^ we believe^ whkh proved of any 
material uae^) this was happily in a great mearare ai>- 
complished, without any serious accident, thougb not 
without much danger. The crowd now graduaUy dis- 
persed, at least the greater portion, and the fire<*engines 
returned to their former stations at the still smoking 
ruins of the morning. Before night, the limits of the 
devastation seemed to be completely ascertained, and 
no further danger contemplated. 

On the evening of Tuesday the 16th, however, soon 
aflter ten o'clock, flames were discovered bursting from 
the windows of the top story of the house in tbe Par- 
liament Square, part of which had been recently fitted 
up for tbe accommodation of the Jury Court, ind the 
drum again sounded the direftd alarm of fire. This 
bouse was remarkable as being the highest building in 
Edinburgh, and farther, as having been built on the 
site of a building of no less than fiflteen floors, whidi 
was destroyed, along with all the other buildings on 
the south and east sides, in a memorable fire which 
bappened in 1700. The alarm of the neighlxmrbood, 
and of all, at this new and dreadfully alarming confla- 
gration,-— which being at a considerable distatioe to 
windward of the former fire, gave no room to connect 
the one with the efiects of the other, — amountetl al- 
most to despair. To the west, one house alone inter- 
vened between it and the buildings of tbe Exchequer, 
the Parliament House, and the public libraries ; and 
tbe houses in the eastern angle, in one of which was 
the office of the Water Company, were partly occupied 
as business chambers, and partly as dwelling-houses. 
In none of these coidd the inmates feel secure, after 
witnessing the rapidity and the extent of the fire of 
Monday; and, accordingly, whatever was moveable 
was attempted to be removed, with all the speed and 
all the confusion which terror of life could inspire. A 
similar alarm occasioned the greater part of the posses- 
sors of houses eastward^ d^wn the Mne of the High 
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Street to Hantef^B "Square, to remove their most ▼alm^ 
ble efieets ; for, jadging from the efiects of the fire on 
Monday, and from the direction and strength of the 
wind, it was by no means an impossible event that they 
migjit be lAarers in the calamity. 

From the floor in which it originated the fire de- 
scended gradoally to the floors below. The height 
was too great for engines to be serviceable ; and as Uie 
flames descended, and additional materials came within 
reach, it increased to an uncontrollable conflagration. 
Fran the chambers of the Auditor uf the Court of 
Session it descended to the larse hall occupied by the 
Jury Coisrt, and from thence, &e buildings being con- 
necled at the angle of the Square, proceeded north- 
waidfly along the eastern range, to the house which 
was fMrtially damaged by the fire in June. Much of 
the moperty, and all the books and papers belonging 
to the Joint Stock Water Company and others were 
saved, before the fire had spread in this direction. 
The whole of the east, and part of the south side of 
the Square^ was, about ^re o'clock in the morning of 
Wednesday, one continuous blaze— flames rushing out 
at every vrindow ; and ridng from the top in showers 
of burning embers, which were wafted by the wifid, 
now blowhig a perfect hurricane, in arched streams 
over ^e property eastward, as far as the South Bridge. 
From the Cowgate and high ground on the opposite 
side, which was crowded with spectators, the scene 
was of terriflo grandeur. 

The greatest endeavours, after witnessing the impo- 
tent eflfects of all that human power coukl do in the 
drcunwtances to stop the progress of the conflagration 
to the eastward^ were now directed to prevent uie fire 
from spreading in the opposite direction, and coming 
ip contact with the Court of Exchequer and Parlia- 
ment House. ' Besides the value of these buildings, as 
buildings, it Is well known tibat the Advocates Li- 
brary, and that of the Writers to the Signet, which 
no money oould replace were they destroyed, were in- 
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t^gral pwrto of^ and ooniwcted with the oourto^ aiid« of 
ooaraej must be lost if these were destroyed.^ The en« 
dnes were therefore directed to the house immediate- 
ly aiiyoining to the Jury Court on the west, and the 
measures undertaken to stop the fsrther prepress of 
the fire in this direction were happily sucsesstul. At 
^ay-break, the fire had nearly expended itself; and 
about half-past eighty the front walls of the houses to 
the Square fell with a tremendous crash^ and assisted 
by their fidl to extinguish the still flaming mass. 

It is impossible to describe in words the terrors and 
dangers of this dreadful night. To be conceiTed^ they 
must have been seen. aB that is terrific in the vn* 
controllable progress of devouring flames—ell that can 
be conceived of danger to life snd destruction to pn>* 
perty^ in situations where it ii impossible to give anj 
effective assistance, — ^were here combined in sfdeadia 
magnificence, at the midnight hour, and on the moat 
elevated ground in Edinburgh. The adjuncts of the 
engines and the firemen — the highest authorities and 
most respectable individuals in the country, mixing 
in the common labour with the lowest of the neopii^-« 
the crowd — the torches — ^the mounted cav8lry^-4he 
noise— the confusion — the ruined occupiers ii the 
burning houses, and the firagments of their seatleved 
furniture, — all contributed to fill up the details of a 
scene more terribly sublime than wss ever befoie wiU 
nessed in this city. 

Several minor fires took place, from the faUin^-of 
the burning showers on the houses to the eastward* 
A roof in Bell's Wynd, and a wood-yard in Carrnbber'a 
Close, were set on fire by this agency, but were speedi- 
ly got under. A recommendation from the Magistnr> 
cy to the proprietors of houses in this direction, to «x« 
amine and watch the roofs of the houses, wss fdlt to 
be necessary ; but sbow^s on Wednesday, and a heas^y 
fall of rain on the morning of Thursday, washed away 
all danger from this cause. 
. Of the loss of life on this melancholy oocasi(m» the 
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aewsiMperB report that fimr indiTidvals were killed 
bf the falling of walla, and that twelve werc earried 
wounded to the Itifirmary. Those rendered houseless 
by the calamity were« by the active interference o^ the 
Magistrates, lodged in Queensberry Barracks ; the be- 
seTolence of others furnished the most destitute with 
appropriate clothing ; and a larse subscription, and a 
general collection at the churches on the Sunday fol- 
bwing, produced a sum which alleriated, as far as mo- 
ney could, the distresses of the poorer sufferers. The 
proceeds of the Theatre, for three nights, were gene- 
ronsly allotted for the same disinterested purposes. 

After all danger from the fire had ceased, alarm was 
still felt from the dangerous situation of the ruins. 
The front walls of the large houses on the south-east 
sng^ of the Parliament Square fell on the morning of 
the 17th, about half-past eight o'clock, leaving on the 
east a large portion of the back wall, including a piece 
of gable which projected westwards, and formed a sort 
of buttress. On the south, the great southern gable, 
the highest in Edinburgh, threatened, should it fall 
outwards, to demolish the intervening houses between 
it and the Cowgate. To remove these ruins without 
injury to the neighbouring property, was now the 
cmef object of. interest ; and tirequent meetings of the 
public authorities, and of those iiiterested, were held^ 
rmrding the best mode of accomplishing their down* 
fitu. At last, after a final inspection on Friday mom- 
ii^ by Baron Clerk Rattray^ Sir David Milne, Cap* 
tarn Head, Messre Beid, Playfiiir, and others, it was re- 
solved, at a meeting in the Council Chamber, of diose 
inter^ted, to entrust the whole arrangement to Captain 
Head of the £ngineers> assisted by Captain Hope, R. K. 
and others. 

Preparations were made, in the course of that after- 
noon^ bv affixing blocks and tackle to the great south* 
em gable, and forming mines under the eastern wall. 
At tw^ve o'clock on &iturday, the mines being charg- 
ed, and everything ready, the strength of the appara- 
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tus WM tnead on the pwAt Motk gMe ; «ad mi in^ 
mense mass instantly &11 inwards with tremendoaB 
noise. The dense cloud of (itut whidi rose ircNn the 
crumbling ruins^ and spread round to a great distantey 
totally obscured the ?iew for a few minutes; bat when 
it cleared off, a pinnacle of the high gable, a few feet 
broad, and extending the who)e height of the buOding^ 
was still seen standing, threatening danger more immi- 
nent than the whok conjoined mass* Orders were now 
given to fire the mines at the base of the wall on the 
east side of the Square. A few seconds elapsed befive 
the explosions took place, and a few more betoe their 
effect was observed on the ruins. It was a pause of 
•breathless expectation. At last the cross wall which 
supported the larger mass was seen to fall mfQCstically 
inwards, bringing with it a great part of the conneeted 
wall. The remaindi^ followed in two suoeessive m tsocHj 
in the same direction. 

The frightful pinnacle remaining of the high gable 
now stood like an obelisk among the mass of ruins. It 
seemed to be cracked and shaken a little above where 
the chain appeared still hangings and that little force 
would be required to bring it down also. The only 
danger apprdiiended was its falling to the south; 
but the cable being again tightened» the ruin, iram 
a little above where it was fastened, gave way, and 
slid majestically, and almost perpendieukrly down, aad 
added to the heap below. The great business was now 
over, and thougn some frightful fragments remained^ 
vet these were neither so elevated nor so dangerous* as 
longer to occupy the time of those who had come for- 
ward so gjenerously with their aaais t snce, and they were 
pulled down in the course of the ensuing week. The 
avenues to the Square, and to the plac^ backwards^ 
which might he in danger from the mins, were guard- 
ed all morning by a dHeichmeiit of cavalry, and thes^ 
with the yeomamry of ib€ eitv and county, weie of 
essential service during the whole of this memeonUe 
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veek, in keeping the passages open^ and protecting tbe 

prop^tT- 

Sir Walter Soottj some of the Jndi^j Masistraten, 
and other indiyiduals of distiuction^ witneaaed the de* 
molition from the top of St GQea's churchy and nume- 
roos artists were observed during the whole week tak- 
ing sketches of the ruins. Many of these sketches were 
published with all the speed of lithography ; but by 
&r the most spirited are those which are said to have 
been drawn by a young advocate, and which were pub- 
lished by Messrs Constable and Company for benoof 
of the sufi^ers. 

Another fire took place in the High Street, on the 
evening of the 8Sd of February 1925, which^ at its com- 
mencement^ seemed to threaten equal devastation wiUi 
the former, but waa happily got under with the loea of 
the great front tenement at the head of Blackfriara' 
Wynd, commonly known by the name of Lady Lovafs 
Land, and some houses of smaller note at the back of 
it. 



_ • 

Ta£ vear 18S4 will also be memorable for the spirit 
of speculation induced by the low rate of interest, and 
which displayed itself in the formation of Joint Stock 
Companies. The transfer of the Leith Docks by the 
Magistrates to a projected company, and the jpremium 
which tbe shares oore before a shilling was paid, (nearw 
ly 17 per cent.) induced the formation of other com- 
panies to the number of twenty or upwards ; and such 
was the avidity with which individuals subscribed fi>r 
shares in those companies, that scarcely any prqject 
waa made public, before the capital, to the amount of 
millions, was subscribed for, and the shares bought 
and sold at a premium in the market. Stock- jobbing, 
for the first time, became an occupation in £dinburffh ; 
and it seemed as if sdiemes> many of them not lesB 
wild than the Miasiseippi or South Sea bubbles, were 
destined to triumph over the proverbial catttiouaness 
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of Scotsmen. Joint Stock Brewery^ Distillery^ Iron- 
Foundery^ Glass^ Dairy, Rail-Road^ and Water Com* 
panieSj with large capitals, were projected and formed. 
Banking and Insurance Companies were organized ; and 
for weeks, almost every newspaper announced a new 
speculation^ which held forth unavoidable success, and 
ample returns to the subscribers. The same spirit 
of adventure prevailed in the capital ; and fortunes 
were gained and lost in the prospect of working the 
gold and silver mines of Mexico and Peru. That the 
^eater part of the Joint Stock Companies thus pro- 
jected will be profitable to the partners, or ultimately 
successfiil, is not to be expected ; but^ whatever indi- 
▼Idual suffering their failure may create, the money 
that is spent in great public undertakings will not fail 
ultimately to benefit the country. 



The Improvements of Edinburgh began in the year 
1753, under the auspices of Provost Drummond. At 
this time the city occupied the same space of ground 
which it had done for centu. ies before. But since that 
period a new city has arisen ; the town has been en- 
larged to more than thrice its former extent; and 
farther enlargements are still in contemplation, which 
will go far to render Edinburgh^ in point of external 
elegance and picturesque beauty^ the first city in Eu- 
rope. 

The public attention was first called to the state of 
the city in September 1751, by the circumstance of a 
side wdl of a building, six stories high, having fkllen 
down, by which one person was killed. This occa- 
sioned a general survey to be made, the result, of which 
was, that many houses were found insufficient, and 
were ordered to be pulled down. It was now that the 
idea of occupying the place of these old houses in the 
principal streets by public buildings was first conceived ; 
and a scheme for this purpose was laid befiire the Con- 
Tention of Royal Burgns which met on 8th July 1752. 
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The xepresentatiTM of the burghs apptOTed of the de* 
sign as a national one, and subscnption papers were 
ordered to be lodged with the magistrates of the conn* 
ty towns. The public building fust prqjected was to 
contain a hall for the Convention of Royal Buighs — « 
Coun(^ Chamber for the Magistrates — a Robing-room 
£>r the Judges of the Supreme Court — a Library for the 
Faculty of Adyocates— a Hall for the Society of Writers 
to the Signetj and other apartments for the registers of 
public writings. For carrying the improvements into 
execution, committees were appointed by the Msgi- 
strates. Lords of Session, Barons of Exchequer^ F»« 
culty of Advocates, and Writers to the Signet, who^ im« ' 
proving on the former plan, resolved to commence the 
projected improvements by the erection of an Exchange 
on the site of the ruinous buildings on the north side 
of the High Street. Accommodation for the courts, 
registers, and advocates' librarv, was to occupy the 
place of the ruinous houses in the Parliament Square; 
and it was resolved to apply for an act for the purpose 
of extending the royalty, as it is called, or the power 
of levying taxes for the support of the city, over the 
grounds to the north, the expence to be defrayed by a 
national contribution. 

The foundation-stone of the Royal Exchange was 
accordingly laid, on the 15th of September 1753, by 
that patriotic magistrate Greorge Drummond, Esq., and 
the building was comuienced on the 13th of June in 
the following year. 

The next oDject to which the magis^ates of Edin«» 
burgh and the trustees appointed by Parliament for 
the improvement of the city turned their attention, 
was the erection of a bridge over the North Loch, to 
communicate with the fields in that direction, over 
which they proposed to have the royalty of the city ex- 
tended. A draught of a bill was accordingly prepar- 
ed in 1759 for this purpose, but which was not at that 
time brought forward, in consequence of the threaten- 
ed oi^positioQ of certain landholders of the county. 
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The scheme, however, was not on this account relin- 
quished ; and the trustees having made over to the 
ma^strates a halance of L. 3000, which remained in 
their hands after the erection of the Exchange, lliey 
proceeded in 1763 to drain the North Loch, and re- 
move the mud^ preparatory to the intended erection. 
The foundation-stone of the North Bridge was laid 
by the same public spirited individual who presided 
at the foundation of the Exchange, on the !^lst of Oc* 
tober 1763, although the building was not begun 
for two years afterwards, and, from some unaccount- 
able error in the construction, was not rendered pass- 
able till the year 1779. 

Though repulsed in their first endeavours to pro- 
cure an extension of the royalty, the magistrates did 
not relinquisli the attempt ; and the gentlemen of the 
county having dropped their opposition, an act was 
passed in 1767 extending the royalty over the fields to 
the north. Competition plans were at the same time 
advertised for, and every measure taken to secure the 
uniformity of the buildings in the new town which 
was projected. 

Among the plans in consequence given in, that of 
Mr James Craig, architect, was approved of and final- 
ly adopted. The New Town was immediately com- 
menced, and the building proceeded so rapidly, that, 
in 1778, St Andrew's Square and the streets connect- 
ed with it were nearly completed. The dimensions of 
this square are 510 by 520 feet, and it was the first of 
that denomination of any extent laid out in Edin- 
burgh. 

The plan of 1767, terminating on the north by 
Queen Street, and on the south by Prince's Street, has 
been long since completed. The buildings of Char- 
lotte Square were designed by the celebrated architect, 
Mr Robert Adam ; and the house lately occupied as 
the Excise Office, its eastern termination, was built 
from a design of Sir William Chambers, in imitation 
of an admired noble villa near Rome. This building 
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has been recently parehaeed at an offiee for the Boyal 

Bank of Scotland. 

The unfortunate disputes between the magistratea 
and their New Town feuars, which took place aboat 
this time, had the effect of exciting specnktion in an* 
other direction. Twentv-six acres of ground to the 
south, which the city mignt have purchased for L*. 1800, 
were bought by a private individual, and laid out fbr 
the erection of new buildings. Greorge's Square was 
accordingly begun in 1766^ and in twdve years three 
sides of it were completed. The dimensions of this 
square are 670 by 500 feet, the ground sloping gently 
to the south. 

The erection of the buildings in this quarter soon 
suggested the necessity of a proper communication 
between them and the Old Town ; and in 1775 a pro* 
posal was made for erecting a bridge over the Cow- 
gate, similar to that which had been erected over the 
valley to the north. But this project being violently 
opposed by the corporations and others, the plan was 
at this time abandoned. 

At last, however, an act of Parliament was passed, 
which included this improvement. The foundation- 
stone of the South Bridge was laid on the 1st of Au- 
gust 1785, and it was opened for carriages in March 
1788. It is worthy of remark, that this act of Parlia- 
ment contained a clause empowering the Magistrates 
to throw an arch over the Low Calton, and to form a 
road along the Calton HiU grounds, nearly in the line 
of the present R^ent Bridge and road. A plan of 
this improvement was engraved by Mr Eirkwood at 
the time, from a surv^ made by Mr Kyle, then a 
road-surveyor employea by government, and pub- 
lished by Dr Duncan senior, for the benefit of Mr 
Kyle's widow. 

The Earthen Mound was commenced in 1783, and 
while it furnished a ready communication with the 
buildings erecting to the westward of the North Bridge, 
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U Benredj at the 8sme time, as a eentnl plaee of depcv 

git for the earth dua from their foaodations. 

The Raster Office, a building intended fyt the pre- 
■ervation df the public records of the kingdom, was 
^mnded on the 17th of June 1774, but not finished 
for many years afterwards. 

The next great public undertaking was the erection 
of the University. The buildings S£ the old college 
haying become very incouTenient, and nowise suitable 
to the cetebrity o£ the teachers, or the number of stu- 
dents who attended this seminary, the erection of an 
edifice, on a more extended scale, on their site, had 
been proposed as early as 1768. But nothing was 
done in tne matter till, in the year 1765, the sul^t 
being min brought before the public, the magistrates 
set on mot a subMsiption for erecting a new structure, 
and, considerable sums being obtainea, the foundation- 
atone of the new college was laid on the l$th Norem- 
ber 1789. This undertaking, which erentually turn- 
ed out to be on a scale beyond the means possened for 
cairying it into execution, stood for many years un- 
finished ; till, in 1815, on the report of a committee, 
arising out of the exertions of Sir John Maijoribanks, 
then L<nrd Provost and M. P., the House of Commons 
granted L. 10,000 for its completion, and recommend- 
ed the same sum to be given annually fi)r seven years. 
The commisffloners for managing this grant having met 
on the 4th December 1816, to receive plans for the 
oomfdetion of the building, that by Mr W. H. Play* 
fair was adopted. By this plan the exterior of tne 
building, as deseed by Mr Adam, is still to be re- 
tained, but the internal arrangements are followed 
out 'according to the design prepared by Mr Playfiiir. 

The improvement of the tmiidings for the supreme 
courts was the next of the suggested improvements 
which was undertaken. A plan for these improve- 
ments was accordingly made out by Mr Robert Reid^ 
architect, and the alterations on the old Parliament 
House began by the erection of a court room and apart- 
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ments fbr the Barons of Exchequer, and an open ar- 
cade in fVontof the old huilding. This plan also indnd- 
ed die erection of an additional court room fbr the Se- 
cond Diyision of the Courts — a lihriry room for the 
Advocates and Sode^ of Writers to the Su;net,-*flnd 
a County Hall^ all of which are now erecteo. 

A new Prison, from a design hy the same architect, 
was founded a little to the westward of the Fsrliament 
House, and in the kne called Forrester's Wynd, on 
the 8th Sq>tember 1808 ; hut the situation was after- 
wards found to be inexnedient, and a smaller building, 
for the temporary confinement of criminals only was 
erected. In 1814, after various suggestions about the 
plaoe most proper for an erection of this nature, the 
ualton Hill was fixed upon as the most ehgible in 
many respects ; and an act of Parliament was passed 
in that year, appointing commissioners for that and 
other proposed improvements. 

The most important of these improvements was the 
erection of a Bridge, over the low lane and ground 
which divided Prince's Street from the Calton Hill, 
and carryins a road alon^ the brow of that picturesque 
eminence which should join the Great London Road in 
• less circuitous and more level line than the one for- 
merly in use. By this means, not only was the ac- 
cess to the hill, on which two public buildings were ai« 
ready erected, rendered easy, but an entrance to the ct- 
t^ procured of unequalled grandeur. The public sfU 
nt of the then chief magistrate, Sir John Ma^oribanxs, 
powerftdly aided the views of the dtixens, in procur- 
ing the act to be passed which sanctioned these im« 
provements. The act for the erection of a jail, which 
had been passed in 1808, was, on the petition of the 
magistrates and commissioners appointed bv that act, 
referred to a committee in 1814 : a new and am^ded 
one procured ; and the foundation-stones of the Re- 
gent Bridge and New Jail were kid in the following 
year. 

The survey of the road was made under Ae diieo* 
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tion of Mr Stevenson, civil engineer ; and on the 7th 
December 181^, a full meeting; of the parliamentary 
commissioners for executing this splendid access to the 
city took place, for the purpose of deciding on the 
comparative merits of three plans and elevations for 
the projected bridge and adjacent buildings, prepared 
under their direction bv three eminent aroiitects. Of 
these designs, that of Mr Archibald Elliot of London 
was finally adopted. In the Herculean task of cut- 
ting throuffh tne hill, the expence of gunpowder 
alone for bhisting cost upwards of L. 1000 Sterling ; 
and more than 100,000 cubic yards of rock were re- 
moved, to bring the road to a proper level. 

The foundation-stone of the Regent Bridf^e (so 
named in honour of the Prince Regent) was laid 
on the 19th September 1815; the building was begun 
in August 1816 ; and it ivas opened for the reception 
of Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg, in August 1819. 
The New Prison stands at its eastern termination, and 
on the opposite side a neat Hall for the meetings of 
the Incorporated Trades of Calton has been erected. 
On the south side of this bridge are the Stamp Office 
and Post Office, surmounted by the Royal Arms, and 
immediately opposite this last is a very handsome and 
extensive building, named the Waterloo Tavern and 
Hotel. In the progress of the work, the Calton bury- 
ing ground, which the new line of road intersected, 
required to be cut through to a considerable depth, 
and the bodies removed; but the bank is &ced up 
in a very elegant manner, and of corresponding archi- 
tecture to the buildings and to the bridge. 

In the act of Parliament which sanctioned these im- 
provements was a clause authorizing the magistrates 
to remove a narrow lane on the west side of the North 
Bridge, opposite to Prince's Street, and known by the 
name of St Ann's Street, and to bring forward the 
buildings in connection with the bridge. The houses 
of St Ann's Street were accordingly pulled down, and 
the new buildings considerably advanced, when ii was 
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disooTercd that this erection would injure the Tiew of 
the Raster Office^ and totally destroy that Arom 
Prince's Street, which commanded a prospect of the 
itttd and new buildings on the Calton Hiil. A meet- 
ing of the inhabitants was accordingly called, for the 
pQTDose of taking measures to stop the further erection 
of this line of building, on the 9d Becembo' 1817. 
The result of this meeting, which was numerously at- 
tended, was a subscription to enable the feuars of 
Prince's Street, to whose property the erection in ques- 
tion was extremely hurtful, to try the question befbre 
fhe Supreme Court. Various measures were accord- 
ingly taken with this yiew, and after some inefficacious 
pnx^ure, and the buildings being finished, the magi- 
strates consented to an arrangement by which they 
should be reduced to one storey in height aboYe the 
bridge. This arrangement, which necetsaiily includ- 
ed the purchase of a great part of the property, put a 
stop to all ftirther procedure in the business ; and the 
^nds of the association having been already spent in 

. .^^ proceedings, the buildings of course remain as 
^^figinally erected. It might, perhaps, have been de- 
siniWe that the fine view of Prince's Street, fh>m the 
ncwroad, ^ould have been preserved ; but it is not very 
^dent that any thing else than the removal of the 
J^hole houses to the south of Prince's Street, including 
^nal Street, according to the original plant &nd laying 
^ ground out in ganlens, would materially improve 
this quarter of the city. 

Previous to the idea being taken up of erecting a 
*^^ over the Low Calton, it was in conteni^ation 
to carry a road round the north base of the hill, which 
shonld loin the London road near Jock's Lodge, about 
^vdle from the dty ; and several plans were made out 
hy eminent ardiitects for laying out the grounds into 
^^^ets and squares along the intended road, and build- 
y^g on the Calton Hill. This scheme, though a pre- 
J^bje and more direct line has been made over the 
*^«li is now carrying into effect. A crescent is build- 
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iog Irooting the iuXlf from which three main streets are 
to diverge; and the hase of the hill is (as suggested^ it 
is helieved, by the late Mr William Stark^ architect] 
to be planted with trees. Above these boildiags, ana 
rising among the trees, a row of handsome nouses 
over&ok the buildings below. This terrace is to sweep 
round the hilly by an easy curve, into a line of houses, 
which it is proposed to erect along the road on the op- 
posite side of tne hill, the space between the road and 
the houses to be converted into gardens. The ground 
along the road to Leith is laid out in the plan with the 
same attention to general effect, into handsome streets 
and squares ; and in addition to these iinprovements, 
it is proposed to widen what is called the Eastern road 
to Leith, and to plant trees along its whole length. 
But the nature of tnese improvements, which may take 
years to finish, wiU be best seen from the map prefix* 
ed to this volume. 

A new road l^iding fix>m Hanover Street has also 
been formed to connect the grounds on the north of 
the Water of Leith with the extendi buildings of the 
New Town, at the termination of which several neat 
streets have been erected. A bridge over the mill-lead 
has been built, to facilitate this communication, the 
previous road to these streets being by the village of 
CanonmiUs. 

Near the village of Stockbridge, now joined to the 
city by continuous buildings, many new streets have also 
been built ; the chief of which, and one of the most 

Silendid in Edinburgh, is denominated the Royal 
ircus ; and farther to the north-west, on the line of 
the road to the Queensferry, the ground is kid out for 
the erection of houses which may combine the advan- 
tages of town and country. The grounds also of the 
£arl of Moray, to the west and north of Charlotte 
Square, are now building upon, according to a plan of 
Mr Gillespie, architect. 

. AmoDfl the improvements connected with £din- 
burghj that of a Canal between this city and Glas- 
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gpw reqiiires to be particularly noticed. Tbe Idea of 
a water communication between these two cities had 
long been entertained^ and various lines were survey- 
ed for the purpose of carrying this desirable measure 
into effect^ so long ago as the year 1793. These sur- 
veys were in 1795 submitted by the magistracy of 
the city to the late Mr Rennie of London for his opi- 
nion ; and that eminent engineer, conceiving all of 
them to be more or less objectionable, suggested a new 
line, which he ascertained the practicability of execut- 
ing on one level, from Bumtstield Links, Edinburgh, 
to Hillhead, within two miles of Glasgow. An untbr- 
tunate collision of separate interests, however, and the 
circumstances of the country, prevented any thing 
further being done with regard to its completion at 
this time. 

In the year 1813, several proprietors of the Forth 
and Clyde Canal set on foot a subscription for a colla- 
tend cut from that canal to the city of Edinburgh, on 
a line surveyed by Mr Hugh Baird, civil engineer. 
This line having been examined by Mr Thomas Tel- 
ford, he, in 1815, made such a report on the subject, 
as to induce the subscribers to bring in a bill to Par- 
liament in the same year, for carrying it into effect. 
This bill being opposed by the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, on the ground of its being of less general utili- 
ty to the city tnan the line recommended oy Mr Ren- 
nie, was IcaU 

Mr Rennie was now again consultedi and the canal 
recommended by him at this time to the magistrates, 
as being the one most likely to be generally useful, was 
to have its eastern termination at the Wet Docks at 
Ldth ; and instead of carrying it forward, as originally 
proposed, to Hillhead, near Glasaow, he suggested a 
junction with the Monkland Canal, near Drumpellier. 
The estimated expence of this Canal was L. 470,000 ; 
but leaving the extension to Leith to be done at some 
future time, the expence would be L. 330,000. The 
expence of the Union Canal was estimated at L.950,000, 
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•nd the revorae was caknlated to vttbtd no less than 
twenty per cent, on £hat capitaL 

Among the propoaed lines for a canal between Edin- 
bargh and Glasgow, that of Mr Robert Stevenson de- 
serves to be mentioned. The line surveyed by this 
eminent engineer, at the request of the magistrates, in 
1814, propwed to carry the canal upon one level, from 
a baiin on the west side of the North Bridge, Edin- 
burgh, to Port Dundas, in the immediate vicinity of 
Glasgow. 

This canal was to pass through the centre of the 
valley which separates the New firom the Old Town, 
under the central arch of the North Bridge ; and was 
proposed to join the harbour of Leithy opposite to the 
entrance of the new docks. Another line, a little di& 
ferent, suggested by Mr Stevenson, was proposed to 
set off from the west end of Maitland Street, and to 
lock down by Canonmills to the Wet Docks, having a 
wharf at CanonmiUs. The number of locks requir- 
ed A*om the North Bridge to Leith harbour was four- 
teen ; and the total expence of the canal was estimated 
at L.492,000, including a tunnel of three miles through 
the high lands from the neighbourhood of Broxburn 
to the neighbourhood of Pardovan, and the lockage to 
Leith. The cost of this line is very little different 
firom that of Mr Rennie ; and there can be no doubt, 
that, from the practical knowledge of these gentlemen, 
had not the expence so materially exceeded the Union 
tract, the more extensive plan would have proved ulti- 
mately the most advanta^us to the public. 

A meeting, called by public advertisement, of those 
gentlemen who were disposed to promote a canal on 
the line propos^ by Bennie, was held in Edinbuigh 
on the S6th of July 1815, and various resolutions re* 
gurding this measure were adopted by the meeting. 
But after various communications between the sup* 
porters of the difibrent lines, and a second report by Mr 
Telfbrd. civil engineer, in 1817, it was finally agreed to 
ad^ that proposed)^ Mr Baird, and an act of Par-» 



liament was aoeoidiiifl^y ivocimd in Jvne of thaft JMV 
for the purpoae of carrying kmtoeMcatioii. Theoihar 
arningemenU having been made, tha oomnuttee of m** 
nagement tuperintended the oomnienoement of tha 
work at die west end of Gihnora Street, on the Sd of 
March 1818. 

This canal^ which is five ftet deep» and at the tui* 
&ce 40 feet wide, contracting to 9S ibet at tha hot* 
torn, begins at the Lothian Boad, on the west of £dii^ 
burgh, andj( crossing the Water of Leith at S]atefoid« 
poases the villages of Ratho, Brazbom, and Winch- 
borgh, and the towns of Linlithgow and FaUdrk, and 
joins the Forth and Clyde Canal at Lock No. 10, neac 
the village of Camelony after a course of 314 milea. 
The three principal aquedoets are, one over the Watat 
(^ Leith, at Slateibrd, of eight arches, 004 ftet lona^ 
and 60 feet high ; another m five archea over the AU 
mond at Cliftonhall, 410 feet kiag, and 75 feet bfgli; 
and the third of twelve arches of 50 feet span, ovec 
the river Avon, two miles west from Linlithgow, 835 
feet bng, and 98 feet in he^t above the bM of the 
nver. These are lined with a east iron trongji instead 
of paddle. About 30 lailea from Edinbnrgh, aa the lino 
pesaes Falkirk, there isa tunnd thioi^ FrcMpect Hil]« 
pearly half a mile in length. There are eleven kcfai 
in all on this canal, dose together, about a mile west 
^ Falkirk ; and to Glasgow, from the pomt of jtmo- 
tioD, there are feur locks mor^ on the Forth and Clyde 
C^anil ; but it is proposed vo carry a branch from the 
Union up to the summit level of the other canal, br 
which four of the Union locks and the fimr of the Forta 
and Clyde will be saved to vessels going directly from 
Edinburgh to Glasgow, leaving only sevoi^ locks on. 
that pasaage. The estimate fer the Union Canal wan 
L-240,500, which haa been vaiaed in afaam of JU 56 
each. In one year afrer ita oommeaeeaiant 14 mMeO' 
f the Sli Were nearly excavated ; and the whole was 
pushed, induding the basin at theheadof theLolhiaa 
w«d^ and the 0U& opened fi»r trade and paongo-hoata. 
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in BlAf 1983. The rite chosen for the terminating 
basin^ which is named Fort Hopetoun^ b well calcu- 
lated fbr the purpose^ being close by the great leading 
tborottgh&res ; and rince the opening of the canal^ 
streets and souares have rapidly risen in the neigh- 
bourhood of tne barin. It has been founds on survey, 
that it may be continued on the same level through 
Bast Lothian, by Dalkeith, Haddington, &c. A lock- 
age of 950 feet would carry it down to Leith. One 
great object of this work was to facilitate the convey- 
ance of coals to the city fh)m the coal-fields near Fal- 
kirk ; and it has had the efl^t of diminishing the price 
of this necessary article fully one- third. The convey- 
ance of manure from the city, at an easy rate, to the 
krnds on its banks, must also be of incalculable advan- 
tttge to the^farmers, and the same conveyance of the 
ftrm produce to the market is not less so. A survey 
has also been made, and a Joint Stock Company fbrm- 
ed, for the purpose of laying down rail-ways from the 
great coal-works to the south, which will ensure a 
plentiful supply of this indispensable article. 

Besides these leading improvements on the city and 
its approaches, others of considerable importance have 
at same time been carrying on. St George's Churchy 
Charlotte Square, was nnished in 1814 ; a neat chapel 
fyr those of the Roman Catholic persuasion was built 
in 1813 ; two elegant Gothic places of worship, for the 
members of the Episcopal Church, were consecrated 
in 1&18 ; a new Merchant Maiden Hospital was IRnish- 
ed in 1818 ; a Lunatic Asylum was founded in 1808 ; 
the new Observatory was foimded in 1818 ; Lord Mel- 
Tille's MfHiument was finished in 169S ; and the foun- 
dation-stone of the National Monument laid in the 
same year ; a house for the education of the Deaf and 
Diunb in 18S3 ; the Edinburgh Academy in 1823 ; and 
St Mary's Church, at Bellevue, in 1824. 

Vast as is the change which has taken place in' 
Sdinb«r^ within the last thirty years, and greatly 
as the Gky has been extended within that period, there 
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isooieaaon to think thnt it? jmrTTf irrrfnt nrnl ffrtrmtftn 
have yet nearly reached their maximum* It has heen 
stated on undloabted authority, that, during the fear 
1824, buildings were either in progress or finimfd 
withhi the bounds of police, the cost of which, on a mo* 
derate computation, could not be less than L. £00,000 ; 
and during the present sesson, it is not fesred thai less 
boilding will go on. This Tsst sum is independent 
of the annual ground rent of the azeaa on which the 
bouaes are erected, here denominated J^, which wv 
from 8s. 6d. to Sis. ner ^t, ibr the street ftont ^ eaca 
house. For a perioa of three years, the gross imtal of 
houses within the bounds of Pohoe has^ in each yesr^ 
increaced L. 10,000 Sterling. 

Towards the end of the year 1816, when, from the 
fiulore of the crop and othiar circumstances, so numy 
P^ple were in want of employment, large sun»s were 
niaed in Edinhun^, as in the other cities of the eiBH 
pircj for the reliefof the labouiins; poor. But the nUN 
ney thus raised, in {dace of being doled out in charitiei 
to the idle or the worthless, was employed^ with niuieh 
judgment, under the superintendence of a respectable 
(^ODunittee, in setting all those who were oat of em* 
ploymenty and able Tor labour, to assist in works of 
public utility. The fine walks round the Calton Hillj 
—the levelling and improvements of Burutsfield Linkib 
Tftod other useful undertakings, were in this way 
chiefly executed. 

The Old Town has likewise been much improfed 
by the final removal of the remains of the nmge of old 
houses which encumbered the middle of & Hi^ 
Street. The old Tolbooth and Creech's Land, the two 
extremities of this range, and die last of thm buyd« 
iQg8> were removed in 1817 ; and the Weigh Honsa 
;q 1822. In this part of the city, too, a toij material. 
^^provement has taken place by the laying of paTemcat 
fa* foot-passengers along the narrow lanes and stusete* 
^is undertaking was carried into effect, while Mr 
^bert Johnston, as Dean of Guild, had the soperin* 
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tendenoe of this department of city business ; and to 
the same respectable magistrate the community is in- 
debted, among many other useftd undertakings whic^ 
have been benefited by his active exertions, for the im- 
provement of the Meadows, the walks of which were 
fbrmed anew under his inspection. 

A ftirther improvement in the communication be- 
tween the Old and New Town is at present projected^ 
by the formation of a second bridge over the Cowgate, 
nearly In a line with Bank Street, which will connect 
the southern districts of the city with the western part 
of the New Town. The formation of this bridge will 
cm away part of Merchant Street and Brown Square. 

A new approach to the city from the westward is also 
in eolitempMtion, by a read and terrace, which is to 
connect the High Street with the leading lines of road 
on the west. This road is proposed to commence near 
the Canal Basin, sweep along the base of the Castle 
ntk, in the form of a terrace, and terminate at the top 
Of the West Bow. The repair of St Giles's Church is 
also indaded in the projected improvements. 

The progress ^f Edinburgh in literature and science 
has kept pace with its external improvements. An ac- 
coont of that progress will be found in another part 
of this volume. Since the commencement of the pre- 
atnt century, the establishment of the Edinburgh Re- 
view in 1803,-^he Werner ian Natural History Socie- 
ty in 1808,<^the Caledonian Horticultural Society in 
1809^— the Astronomical Institution in 181S,---«n an- 
nual Exhibition of Paintings in 1819, — and the oom- 
menoenient of the School of Arts in 1831, have opened 
ftp new objects to Scottish industir and genius; and 
alnee that period, in addition to the great charitable 
establishments formerly in exigence, numerous socie- 
ties have been formed by the benevolent for ameliorat- 
ing tlie condition of the poor, and for afibrding relief 
t)» almost every species of wretchedness^ 
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Edinburgh is situated in 55^ ^7 'north latitude^ and 
m 3^ 1 V west longitude from London. It stands in 
the northern part of the county of Mid- Lothian, about 
two miles south from the estuary of the Frith of Forth. 

The situation of the city is elevated, and it m^y be 
said, without much impropriety, to stand on three hlUa* 
These run in a direction from east to west ; and the 
central hill, upon which the most ancient part of the 
dty stands, is terminated on the west by an uuusoessible 
rock» on which is placed the Castle. 

Edinburgh is surrounded on all sides, exp^ to the 
Doarthward, where the ground dedines gently to the 
Frith of Forth, by lofty hills. Arthur's Seat, SaliiH 
bury Crags, and the Calton Hill, bound it on the east ; 
the Hills of Braid, and the extensive ridge of the Pent- 
land Hills, rise on the south ; and the beautiAil emi* 
nence of Corstorphine Hill rears its summit op the 
west. These hills form a magnificent amphitheatre, in 
which upon elevated, though on grouna of lew alti- 
tude, stands the Scottish metropolis. 

The old part of the city, as already memtioned^ 
stands on the central ridge of the three eminaicea on 
which the city is built ; the New Town occupies an 
elevated plain on the north ; and the southern district 
is situated on a ridng ground in the opposite directioQ. 
The hill on which the Old Town is placed is separated 
&om the other districts by two valleys, one of which, 
on the northern side, was formerly occupied by a lake* 
In the course, however, of the improvement and exten- 
aon of the city, that Idee has been drained, and streets 
and bridges afford a ready communication between 
evmf part of the capital. 

I^e Old Town has often attracted notice finNn the 
peculiarity of its situation. . The principal street which 
occupies the flat surface- of the central hill,.e:^ndi 
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nevly in a straigbt line ftom the Castle^ on the west- 
ern extremity, to the Palace of Holyroodhouse on the 
east This street, not im|ntiperly named the Hish 
Street, measures in length, from the Castle gate to the 
Talace gate, about 5570 fb;t, and is about 90 feet in 
breadth. The upper part of this street is elevated a- 
iKmt 140 feet aboTe the level of the drained morass on 
the north side called the North Locb, and, on account 
of the ground which it occupies eentlj declining to 
die east, is about 180 feet above tne Palace of Holy- 
loodhouse. The height of the houses in this quarter 
has always rendered it an interesting object to strang- 
ctt visiting Edinburgh ; and, perhaps, the High Street 
of this dty is not equalled in grandeur by any street 
in Europe. 

Paralld to the High Street, in the valley oq the 
south, runs a street ajled the Cowgate, from 10 to SO 
ftet in breadth* The buildings in this street, though 
Mly, are less devated than those of the High Street 
The valley on the north, except a part of it to the east- 
ward, where it joins the Calton Hill, is partly laid out 
as a garden* 

Fh>m the High Street descend, in regular mws, nu- 
merous narrow lanes, here called Closes, on both sides 
of the hill. Many of these lanes, from the abrupt de- 
scent of the ground, are extremely steep, and difficult 
of passage ; and this Inconvenience is not much reme- 
died by tneir vridth, which is rarely more than six feet, 
Thoee of larger extent, and which admit of a carriage, 
are called by the distinctive name of Wynds, to ms- 
tinguish them from Closes, or those whidi only admit 
of root-passengers. 

The High Street has at different times received va- 
rious denominations. It was anciently called Market 
Street, from the public markets of the dty being hdd 
on it. At. present it reodves various appellations. 
That pirt of it which is situated next the Castle is call^ 
ed the Castle Hill ; farther down it receives the name 
of the Lawnmarket, from this diyidon of it being the 
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See where thai kind of moishandiae wu aoUL B0« 
r this it assumes the name of Luckenhooths ; and a 
little ferther on, where the street is widest, takes the 
name of the High Street. The remainder of the street, 
down to the Palace of HoIyroodhouFe, takes the name 
of Canongate« from its formerly heing the property of 
the canons regular of the Ahbey church of Holyrood* 
house. 

The moat conspicuous ohject in the Old Town is the 
Castle, which is separated from the huildings of the 
city by a vacant space of about 350 feet in length, and 
300 in breadth. At the eastern end of this space be- 
gin the buildings of the city. The principal reservoir 
for supplying Edinbuj^h with water stands on the tou 
of the north side of this street, and, from its elevated 
situation, enables the water to rise through pipea to 
the upper floors of most of the houses. 

At a small distance, eastward, a narrow lane winds 
down the steep lull to the south, and terminates in a 
spacious street or square of an oblong form,, called tl^ 
Graasmarket The lane receives the name of the West 
Bow, either from the direction which it assumes, be« 
ing of the figure of a boW, or more probably from an 
arched gate in the town wall which formerly crossed 
it in the middle ; bow, in the Scottish dialect, being 
the word generally used for an arch. In the Grass* 
market the city markets for the sale of corns, and also 
for horses and black-cattle, are generally held. 

Beyond the Grassmarket, a narrow street extends to 
the ivestward called Portsburgb, or West Port, firom 
one of the gates or ports of the city having formerly 
bounded it on its western extremity ; and ^yond this 
the town is terminated in this quarter, by rows o{ 
hooses along the roads which diverge fitom its western 
extremity. 

In the middle of the principal street, at the top of 
the Weat Bow, stood the town Weigh Houae, an old 
biulding:i now removed. Here the street, which re« 
ceivea tne name of die Lawnmarket, expands to a noble 

o 
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widths and tbe boildiiigs liie to a great height On 
the north side of this street is the entrance to the great 
Earthen Mound, which stretches across the North 
Loch, and forms a communication with the western 
part of the New Town, situated on the opposite hiU ; 
and at the head of the Mound, at a little distance from 
the principal street, stands an elegant building, the 
Bank of Scotland. 

The Earthen Mound is 760 feet in length, its avc^- 
rage breadth is 160 feet, and its perpendicular height 
78 feet. It was begun in 1783, in the morass which 
divides the old from the new part of the city. It is 
well known, that the commencement of the Earthen 
Mound was quite a fortuitous measure ; it had its be- 
ginning, not in the idea of forming a road across 
the valley, but in the design of filling up a danger- 
ous quarry left fUU of water. It was formed chiefly 
from the rubbish and earth dug fVom the foundations 
of the houses in the New Town ; and for a long time 
an average of eighteen hundred cart-loads of earth 
were laid upon it every dav. While the Mound was 
fbrming, its surface sunk considerably at difierent 
times on the west side. This Mound is calculated to 
contain 500,500 cubic yards of earth, not including 
that part of it which has sunk ; and as a cubical yard 
is equal to three cart-loads, the number of these coh- 
tained in the Mound will amount to 1,501,500 cart- 
loads of earth in all. Had the work been performed 
at the moderate rate of sixpence />er cart, digging, fill- 
ing, and carrying, it would have amounted to the sum 
of L. 37,537 Sterling. But it cost the city nothing 
but the expence of spreading the earth. 

The soil of the Mound being now sufficiently con- 
solidated, it has been resolved to build upon it, ac- 
cording to a plan prepared by Mr Playfair. A large 
building in the Doric stylo of architecture, with a no- 
ble portico, is now erecting at the north end, opposite 
Hanover Street, intended to contain accommodation 
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for the Boyd Society, the Board of Trastees fUr 
the Encooragement of Manufactures^ and for the 
Society for the Encouragement of the Fine Arts in 
Scotland. To the south of this erection^ at the 
distance of SO feet on each side, the line of huikL- 
ings^ also designed hy Mr Playfkir, are intended to 
comraenoe, leaTing a spacious carriage-way in the 
middle. Piths for foot passengers are to he on hoth 
sides, «der cover of a heautiful colonnade, sup« 
ported hy Doric columns, which will also afibrd access 
to the Ime of shops. This line of huildings is not 
much to exceed 30 foet in height; hut heing to he 
carried on one level fVom Prince's Street, in place of 
rising with the ascent to the southward, Uie roofs will 
scarcely rise to the height of the carriage road in the 
centre. An ascent of nearly forty stepa will he requir- 
ed at the south end to reach the present level of this 
point. The huilding for the Royal Society extends 
southward ahout 130 feet ; its front to Hanover Street 
is of equal width with that street ; and the estimated 
expence of its erection amounts to upwards of L. 1 4,000 
The foundation of the huilding is laid upon piles. 

A little helow the entrance to the Mound, in the 
middle of the street, stood the Tolhooth, a mean-look- 
ing inconvenient huilding. Here a range of old houses 
formerly extended a considerable way along the 
middle of the street. These, however, were removed 
tkKjfdt seventeen years ago, and the Tolhooth, whicAi 
fon&ed the western extremity of this range, was pull- 
ed down in 1817. 

In this part of the High Street stands the ancient 
cathedral church of St Giles, a large and irr^ular Go- 
thic buildinff. The appearance of this edifice was for- 
merly hurt by a set of paltry shops, of more modem 
date, and wretched architecture, which were heaped 
against its walls, but ihese have been recently re- 
moved. The cathedral forms the north side of a 
small area called the Parliament Close, formed by a 
recess on the south side of the High Street This 
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^flaoe Teo&twed its same from the bailjUa^i in whMi 
$he Scottish Parliament met being situated in it. 
These form the south-west oorner of the Square^ an4 
iffe at {present used for the accommodation of the 
Courts of Session^ Justidaryj, Exchequer^ Jury, and 
Consistorial Courts. In the middle of the Square latefy 
stood a beautiful equestrian statue of King Charles 
11.^ which is now under repair. It was placed here 
by the magistrates, after the Restoration^ in honour of 
that event, instead of one of Oliver Cromwell, whidi 
had been intended to be erected. * The buildings of 
this Square were the loftiest in Edinbuigh : and 
though their front elevation did not appear much high- 
er than the neighbouring buildings, yet upon ike 
other side^ on account of the sudden dediWty of the 

S round, some .of them contained pot less than twelTe 
oors or storeys. 

Not far from the Parliament Square, in the middle 
of the High Street, formerly stood the Market-cron of 
the city, which was removed in 1753. A radiated 
pavement marks the place where it stood, and all pub- 
Uc proclamations are still made at this spot. 

Nearly opposite this, on the north side of the street, 
stands tne Exchange, an elegant building, of a square 
form, with a court in the centre, the prrndpai part 0f 
which is now occupied as the City Chambers. Here 
the merchants and farmers might enjoy shelter; but 
though frequent attempts have been made to Induce 
them to meet in the Exchange, inveterate practice 
still induces them to crowd the High Street on mar- 
ket-days, and to expose themselves there to all the vi- 
cissitudes of weather. 



* The block intei^ed for the statue of Oliver it. now ph- 

. ced on the brow of the precipice facing St Bernard's Well, and 

forms the termination of a vista to one of the beautiful streets 

constructed by the late Sir Henry Raebum on the grounds of 

Si Bernard. 
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¥^rtfaer down the High Street, the oentnl hill k 
trosaed by the North and South Bridges, the two 
great lines of communication between these divisions 
of the city. The Tron Church, an ancient buildings 
but now much modernised in appearance^ occupies the 
upper angle ibrmed by the junction of the South 
Bri^ and High Street, having a considerable area 
behind it, which is called Hunter is Square. The spire 
of ^is diurch was burnt down in November 1824. 

The North Bridge was founded, and the first stone 
xyf the building laid by that patriotic magistrate. Pro* 
vost Drummond, on the Sl^t of October 1 763. In .that 
year, the North Loch, which separates the New fVom 
the Old Town, was drained, and the mud removed. 
But, thou^ the erection of this great work was re- 
solved upon at this time, the contract ibr building the 
bridge was not signed till tlie 2l8t of August 1765. 
libe parties to this contract vrere the town-council of 
Edinburgh, and Mr William Mylne, architect, brother 
to the gentleman who built Blackfriars Bridge. The 
sum af^eed fbr was L. 10,140 Sterling ; the work was 
to be completed before Martinmas 1769, and Mr Mylne 
was to uphold it for ten years. A difficulty, however, 
occurred in the course of the work, which bad neither 
been ^nreseen nor provided against. As the north side 
of the hill on which the old part of the city stands is 
extremely steep, it had been round convenient, in early 
times, to throw the earth dug firom the foundations of 
houses down this declivity, towards the North Loch. 
On this account, the whole mass, to a considerable 
depth, consisted entirely of what is called traveUcd 
earth, Mr Mylne and bis workmen do not seem to 
haTO been aware of this ; ibr, in digging the founda.- 
tion, they had stooped short where Uiere were no less 
than eight feet of this travelled earth between them 
and the natural solid soil, which in that quarter is ge- 
nerdly clay. Another error seems to have been com- 
mitted by Mr Mylne in not raising the piers of the 
bridge to a sufficient height. To remedy this defbct^ 

o8 
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]^e ruied fiom mx to eight feet of eaith up^n the 
vaults ai^d arches, in order to give the street a re- 
gular slope. The result was, that, on the 3d of 
August 1769^ when the work was nearly completed^ 
this part of the bridge gave way. The great mass of 
earth having .been swelled by tne rain, burst the side 
walls and abutnaents on the south end of the bridge. 
The vaults also yielded to the pressure ; five people, 
who happened to be upon the spot, were buried 
in the ruins; and eleven others considerably hurt. 
Had the accident happened a quarter of an hour so<»^ 
er, it would have occasioned the loss of many more 
li^es ; for at that time great numbers of people were 
returning along the bridge from the Orphan Hospit^ 
park, where a Methodist preacher had. been haran- 
guing. The bridge was repaired by pulling down the 
side walls in some parts, and rebuilding them with 
chain bars ; removing the vast mass of earth, and sup- 
plying its place with hollow nrches, thrown between 
the sides of the great ardies; by raiding the walls that 
went across the bridge to an additional height, so that 
the vaults springing from them might bring the load 
to a proper elevation, without much covering of earth.; 
by throwing an arch of relief over the great south arch, 
wnich was much shattered : and, as there were some 
rents in the walls, or at least as they had departed fi-om 
the line at both ends of the bridge, the whole was sup* 
ported by very strong buttresses and counterforts at 
the south end, on each side of the bridge* IJpon these 
houses are erected^ which form a street a consid^iraUe 
way along the bridge. At the north end there is 
only one counter&rt, on the , east side. The expenoo 
of completing the whole amounted to about L. 18,000 
Sterling. 

, The North Bridge consists of three great ^entnd 
iarches, two side arches, with several siQaller concealed 
ones at each end, of the following dimensions : width 
of the three great arches, 72 feet each; breadth or 
thickness of tho piers^ ISi each ; width of the ssoaU 



ir^eiSO &et ea^. The total length of the pien and 
itches is SIO feet ; and the whole length of the bridoe^ 
fiom the High Street to Prince's Street,isil85 feet. 'Hie 
height of the great ardies, firora the top of the parapet 
to Uie base, is 68 feet ; the breadth of the bridge with- 
in the wall over the arches is 40 feet ; and the breailth 
ateadi end 60 feet. Towards the northern extremity^ 
however, the bridge has been widened by the erection 
of a range of buildings on the site of a lane called St 
Ann Street. 

The South Bridgty thrown over the street named 
the Cowgate, which lies on the Talley on the southem 
side of &e central hill, is in the stinie line with the 
North Bridge. The Cowgate not being so low as the 
North Loch, this bridge is on that account less ele?at- 
ttL To a stranger the existence of the bridge is not 
very apparent ; and, were it not that an opening is left 
*t the central arch over the Cowgate, where that street 
is seen at a distance below, it would present nothing 
hat the appearance of a handsome street. 

To form this bridge, which is now the principal line 
^communication across the city from north to south, 
the lanes called Niddry's Wynd, MerUn's, and Peebles 
^ynds, were pulled down ; and, among others, one of 
the oldest atone buildings in Edinburgh was at this 
tiiie removed. This was the house in which Queen 
Mary lodged the night after the battle of CarberrvhilL 
It was then th^ house of Sir Simon Preston of diradg- 
^>ullar, Lord Provost of Edinburgh. 

The foundadon-sfeone of this bridge was laid on the 
1st of August 1786. The bridge> consisting of twen- 
ty-two aroies, was built ; the old houses were removed^ 
^^^•nt new houses on both sides were finished ; the 
^pa occupied ; and the street opened for carriagea in 
March 1788 ; an operation of astonishing celerity, when 
^ther the magnitude of ^e undertaking, or die ele< 
gtnoe of its execution, is considered. 

la digging Uie foundatioii of the central pier of the 
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Ifridge, wbich was no less than 22 feet deep^ many coins 
of Edward I. II. and III. were found. The old build- 
ings which were taken away to make room for this 
public work were purchased at a trifling oost, their 
▼ahte being fixed upon by verdicts of juries^ while the 
areas on which they stood were sold by the city to 
erect new buildings on each side of the bridge for 
L. 30,000. It has been remarked, that, on this occa- 
sion, the ground sold higher in Edinburgh than per- 
haps ever was known in any city, even in Rome, dur- 
ing its most flourishing times. Some of the areas sold 
at the rate of L. 96,000 per statute acre; others at 
L. 109,000 per ditto ; and some even as high as 
L.150,000 per acre. 

At some distance to the eastward of the entrances to 
the North and South Bridges, the High Street is sud- 
denly contracted to nearly one halt of its breadth. 
This division of it takes the name of Netherbow, fhom 
the city wall having formerly had an arched gate or 
bow at this place. 

Here the central hill is again crossed by two streets, 
the one sloping to the south being named St Mary's 
Wynd, the other going down the bill to the northward, 
Leith Wynd. Before the erection of the bridges, these 
lanes formed the principal communication between 
the city and the North and South districts ; and tiiat 
of Leith Wynd formed the entrance to the suburb of 
the.Calton. 

The main street from these lanes, down to the Ttn 
lace of Holyroodhouse, assumes the name of Canon- 
gate. The buildings in this quarter are inferior to 
those of the upper part of the High Street ; but there 
are two handsome modpm streets, which cross it at 
right angles ; the one called St John Street, running 
towards the south ; the other, named New Street, to- 
wards the north. 

Nearly in the middle of the Canongate, on the north 
side, stands the town-house and prison of this suburb ; 
and a little farther down, on the same aide, stands the 
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dmrchj an ancient Gothic Imilding^ in the form of a 

cross. The Palace of Ho1yroodhou8e> and the ruins 
«f the adjacent chapel, fona the tennination of the 
city in this direction. In this division of the town, 
there formerly stood two crosses^ in the middle of the 
street ; the one called St John's Cross ; the other the 
Girth Cross, so named from its heing the boundary of 
the Sanctuary of Holyroodhouse. It was at the last of 
these that the gallant Marquis of Montrose met his 
£ite. Both crosses have been long removed, but their 
site is marked by a stellated arrangement of the cansfr- 
way stones. 



The Southern District of the city occupies the 
ing ground on die opposite side of the central ridge. 
The buildings in this quarter contain a mixture of the 
ancient and modern styles of building. The suburbs 
called Potterrow and Pleasanoe are of the former de- 
scription; the fine squares called George's Square, 
Brown's Square, and ArgvU Square^ are of the latter,^ 

George's Square is by iar the most extensive in tfaia 
quarter, being 370 by SOO feet. It is neatly laid out 
in shrubbery and flower borders, and is bounded on 
the west and partly on the south by the public walk 
oyPLed the Meadows* Buceleugh Place, a street of ro- 
cent erection, divides a part m the Square firom the 
Meadows on the south. 

To the west of Ge<Nrge'a Square, and separated from 
it by the central. walk of the Mtadows, stands Watson's 
Hospital, and a little to the north-west of this last is 
Heriot's Hospital, a very elegant Saxon building. 
Westwards from Watson's Hospital was lately erected 
the Merchant Maiden Hospital ; and still farther on, on 
nsing ground west from Burntsfield Links, stands Gil* 
lespie's Hospital. A new street of houses, with small 
gardens attached, called Gilmore Street, runs to the 
west from the Links till it nearly joins the basin of 
the Union Canal ; and handsome vilkis border the road 
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which hounds this pahlic property, till near the an- 
cient castle of Merchiston. 

At the southern extremity of the South Bridge, in 
a street which extends to the eastward, are situated 
the commodious edifices of the Royal Infirmary and 
High School ; and opposite to this street, on the north 
side of the College, is the lane which leads to Argyll 
and Brown's Squares. The new UniTersity stands at 
the southern extremity of South Bridge Street, on the 
west ; and gives name to the streets, which, unfortu- 
nately for the appearance of this building, are crowded 
around it 

. Beyond this building the line takes the name of 
Nicholson Street, on both sides of which are several 
-small squares and streets, and the city on the east is 
terminated by the ancient suburb callea the Pleasance, 
and some lately erected streets running eastward from 
it towards Salisbury Crags. On the west side of 
Nicholson's Street, and near its termination, stands a 
handsome Gothic fronted building, the meeting-house 
of Dr Jamieson's congregation. 

Continued in the same line is St Patrick's Square ; 
and still farther south a road has been formed through 
the grounds of Newington to join the London road by 
Carlisle, which, meeting other roads, forms the princi« 
pal entrance to the city in this direction. On botn sides 
of this road elegant streets have been formed, which, 
from the little gardens and flower plots attached to the 
houses, combine the advantages of town and country 
residences. 

The Northern District of the city, generally called 
the New Town, was first projected in 1752; but the 
magistrates at that time being unable to procure an 
extension of the royalty, the execution of the design 
was suspended until the year 1767. In that year an 
act of Filament was obtained, by which the royalty 
was extended over the fields to the northward of the 
city ; and the plan of the present buildings was desijp^i- 
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ed b^ Mr Janet Cnig, wddtott, and adopled bf the 
iiii^;iatrate8. 

Aceording t» this {dan, a canal waa to be made 
thioogh the North Loch, and the northern bank of it 
waa to be laid oat in terraoea. A oonaidefable nnmber 
of gentlemen^ on the faith of thia plan with regard to 
the proposed canal^ aocordinp;ly erected elcoant nooaea 
on the spot fronting the prcgected nndcrtalung. The 
magistratea, in the meantime^ had thought proper to 
alter thia deaign^ and feued ont the apot intended for 
the canal and tenaces^ and a nnmber of mean irregnlar 
boildings, and work^hooaea for tradeemen, w&t built. 
Thia deviation waa immediately complained of by the 
proprietors of the houses in the New Town ; but aa ^ 
magistrates showed no inclination to grant any redresst 
a taw-sttit was commenced against them before the 
Court of SesaioQ. In that court the cause was given 

S^nst the pursuers, who thereupon appealed to the 
ouse of Lords. Here the decinon of the Court of 
Session was reversed, and the cause remitted to the con- 
sideration of their Lordships* At length, after an ex- 
pensive contest, malters were accommodated between 
the parties. The principal basis of this accommoda- 
tion was, that some part of the ground waa to be had 
out in terraces and a canal ; but the time of disposing 
of it in that manner was reserved to the Lord Presi- 
dent of the Court of Session, and the Lord Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer. 

The New Town may be regarded aa consisting of 
two parts : the one, the New Town, which vraa de- 

XtA in 1767, and which is now completed ; the 
T, the additional buildings erected or erecting to 
the east^ west, and north of the former. 

The first of these divisions, which stands upon the 
horixontal ridge on the north side of the Old Town, is 
Ittd out in the form of a parallelogram, whose sides 
measure 3900 feet by 1090. The principal longitudi- 
ndjitieets are three ; George'a Street> IMnce's Street, 
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and Qveen's Street. Geofge's Stieet eKtandt along 
the centre of the New Town, and divides it into two 
equal puts. This atreet,. which is 115 leet broad^ haa 
no rival in Entope, or perhaps in the worlds for the 
grandeur of ita appearance, the elc^gance of its arcbi- 
tectnret or its exact uniformity. It ia terminated on 
the eaat end b]i a beautiful square, palled St Andrew's 
Square ; and on the weat by another, of most superb 
buildings, called Charlotte Square. On the east side of 
St Andrew'a Square, in a recess from the other build- 
ings, standa an elegant edifice, lately occupied as an of- 
fice for the Excise, and opposite to it, at the w^atern 
termination of the atreet, Si George's Church; with a 
miniature dome in imitation of St Paul's. On the 
north side of Greoige's Street is an elegant church, with 
a handsome spire; and immediately opposite is the 
Hall of the Royal College of Physicians. Farther 
westward, on the south side, stand the Assembly 
Rooms, marked by a portico extending over the fiwt 
pavement. 

Lard Melville ^ Column* 

In the centre of St Andrew's Square stands the ele- 
gant column erected to the memory of the late Lord 
Melville. It waa erected by subscriptions, chiefly from 
gentlemen connected with the navy. Afler various 
negotiations about a proper site for the erectioi^ the 
foundation was laid on the 28th of April 1821, and 
the coluidn was finiahed and the acafioiding removed 
in August 1829. 

This elegant pillar is copied from Trajan's Column 
at Rome ; but the shaft, in place of being ornamented 
with sculpture, as in that monument of ancient art, 
is fiuted. The dimensions are as follows :-*height of 
th^ base and pedestal, 18 feet 3 inches— K>ak wreath 
course, 2 feet 3 inches — eagle course, 2 feet iO inches 
—base of shaft, 3 feet 6 inches— shaft of column, 90 
ftatr-^'Capitalof columii, 4 feet 7 inches—* ha^e anfl pe- 
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dMial of stelqe^ 1$ feet-^ivliole heighl of colvmn and 
podeitai^ 1S6 feet 4 inche**— width of itcle of base, 19 
fact diameter of columa at baae, 18 feet 9 incliea*-* 
dfitao at top, 10 Ibet 6 inchea. The atair inside eon* 
aiats of l»i itepa. 

The 8taa«e of Lord Melville ia to be between 15 and 
17 feet in height, and is forming in separate pieces. 

Mr William Bora, architect, superintendeil the ex- 
ecntioQ of this noble column ; and the building was 
esacated by Mr Alexander Armatrong in the best 
style. The pedestal for the statue was altered fltnn 
the original design, and the present dome top was 
taken from a book of drawings in the possession of Sir 
DoTid Milne, and ia aupposed to be a representation ift 
that which originally aurmounted Trigan'a Column aft 
Rome. 

The Column of Trajan at Rome is sculptured with 
figurea in relief, representing his victories in Dacia, 
and the pedestal is adorned with trophies. It is built 
of large blocks of white marble ; and its height, in- 
cluding the pedestal and capital, is 113 feet 9 inches. 
U IB surmounted by a bronie statue of St Peter, placed 
there by Sixtus V. 

A monument in honour of the late £ar) of Hope* 
toon ia to terminate George Street on the west, the 
plan ci which ia said to be agreed upon. 



Parallel to George's Street, forming the sides of the 
panDelogram, are Queen's Street and Prince's Street ; 
tho former a terrace overlooking the descending grounds 
on the north ; the latter the North Loch, ami having 
m view of the back part of the lofty buildings of the 
Old Town. 

That part of the North Loch to the west of the 
Mound was inclosed in 1881, under the authority of 
an act of Parliament ; the ground was drained, plant- 
ed with tr^as, shrubs, and flowers, and walks mmed, 
whidi wind loimd the bottom of the^Caatle tocka, and 

H 
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tbe iloping banks on eaoh side. Keys are fiirnidied 
to the proprietors of thehonses in Prince's Street i^ion 
paymoit of a small annual sum. This Tery material 
improvement, and which so much embellishea this 
quarter of the town, will, it is hoped, be followed up 
by something similiv on the ground to the east of the 
Mound. 

The Queens Street Gardens, consisting of the ground 
between Queen's Street and Abercromby Place, had, 
jHrevious to this period, been acquired by Uie proprie- 
tors of the houses, and laid out in walks and shrub- 
bery ; though an act of Parliament was not procured till 
1&22. The ground to the westward of Abercromby 
Place, and between Queen's Street and Heriot Bow, 
has also been purchased by the proprietors for the 
same purposes. The property of these gardens, which 
is an important feature in the embellishment of the 
New Town, is held in shares by the proprietcNrs, who 
each pay an annual sum for the current expences. 

St John's Chapel, a light Gothic building of el^ant 
design, stands near the western termination of Prince's 
Street ; and the eastern continuation of Queen's Street 
has been lately ornamented by St Paul's Chapel, a yery 
handsome Gothic structure. Both of these places of 
worship were erected by subscription, by members of 
the Scottish Episcopal Church. 

There are also two other longitudinal streets, named 
Thistle Street and Bose Street, the first running be- 
tween Queen's Street and Geoi^'s Street, the second 
between Prince's Street and GeOTge's Street. These 
are built in a style of less elegance, for the acconuno- 
dation of shopkeepers and others. Seven streets inter- 
sect the parallelogram at right angles, from lance's 
Street on the south to Queen's Street on the north. 

At the eastern end of Prince's Street stands the Re- 
gister Office, a most superb edifice ; and opposite to it 
is the Theatre, which, however neatly fitted up within, 
is externally unworthy of the Seottiw metropolis. 

From this point, and in a line with Prince's Street, 
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the new approach to the city by the Regents Bridgt 
oommences. The act of Parliament authorising the 
erection of this bridgie^ and the formation of the road, 
die most splendid of the recent improvements of Edi»- 
hnigfa, was passed in 1814. The ibundation-stones of 
the Bridge and new Jail were laid on 19th September 
1815, by the Earl of Fifb; the work was begun in 
August 1816, and finished in March 1819. It is exe- 
cuted, as well as the connected buildings, in the Gre- 
cian style of architecture* The arch over the Low 
Calton is semicircular, and 50 feet in width. At the 
north front it is 45 feet in he^ht, and at the south 
firont 54 feet 2 inches, the difrerence of height being 
occasioned by the ground declining to the south. The 
height at the norm side of the arch from the Low 
Calton to the street on the top of the bridge is 50 feet 
9 inches, and at the south side 59 feet ; the depth of 
the arch from north to south 813 feet 6 inches. The 
roadway of the bridge is formed by a number of re- 
verse arches on each side, which support the rodcy 
materials with which the space was filled up, and of 
which the road is formed* The great arch is orna- 
mented on the south and north by two open arches, 
supported by elegant columns of the Corintnian order, 
that on the north having this inscription : *' The Re^ 
genfs Bridge, commenced in the ever memorable year 
1815. Sir John Marforibanks of Lees, Baronet, ikf . JP. 
Lord Prooost of the City. Archibald ElUot, Architect.'^ 

The street along the bridge is named Waterloo 
Place ; and the houses extend on the north side about 
442 feet, and on the south side about 349 feet, and 5S 
foet deep on both sides. The width of the street is 75 
foet. The height of Uie buildings firom Uie street is 65 
feet, from the bottom of the arch on the south 114, 
and on the north 105 feet. 

The purchase of the old property to open up this 
eommunication was L. 5S,000, and the building areaa 
sold for the immense sum of L. 35,000. 

On the north side of the Regent's Bridge, to the east 
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of ite ntk, it ike Wsterloo Taverii and Hotel, tbe 
fonda for Wildiiig which were raised hy sahaeriptkm^ 
and are iield in shareB, hearing interest. Tfaia tarem 
contains a eofieeroom 80 feet by 40 ; a large room Sar 
public dinners 80 feet by 40, and 34 feet bigh^ besides 
numerous other apartments. The erection of this 
building cost about L. 30,000. 

In the centre of the pile of buildings, to the west of 
the arch, on the south side of the bridge, is the Stamp 
Cfffice, The new Post Office la immediately to the 
east of tbe arch on the same side, and cost in erection 
L. 15,000. 

At the extremity of the north side of the bridge, and 
nearly opposite to the jail, the incorporations of Calton 
have erected a handsome hall for their public meetings, 
the dimensiMDs of which are 60 feet by 25, and lighted 
from the top. It was founded in October 1818, and 
finished in May 1810, and is of the same height as the 
wall of the burying-pround, to which it forms an ap- 
phypriate termination. 

The New Prison, a neat pile of building in the 
^axon iBtyle of architecture, stands neariy opposite this 
haU; and on the high ground to the northward > and 
within the walh, is the governor's house, a picturesque 
huilding in the Gothic style. A little forther to the 
east stands Bridewell, ttosa which the new road winds 
along tbe brow of the hill, overlooking the Old Town, 
and having a view of the Castle and part of the New 
Town, till it crosses the low ground bv a bridge at Ab- 
bey Hill, now concealed, and joins tne London road 
near tbe village of Jock's Lodge. 
. To the east of firidewell, a. Jail for Debtors is in- 
tended to be erected, of which the massive Gothic gate 
and surrounding wall are already built. 

Opposite to Bridewell, and on the margin of a rocky 
0ninence of the Calton Hill, stands the monument 
erected to the memory o£ Lord Nelson ; and farther to 
the northward is the new Observatory* This beauti-* 
fill eminence is also chosen for the site of the Na^onal 
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Monument^ which is to occupy a space in the centre 
of the hill, between Lord Nelson's Monument and the 
Observatory. 

Nalumal Monument of Scotland. 

Soon after the conclusion of the late war^ which 
owed its success^ termination chiefly to British firm- 
ness and British bravery, it was resolved at a public 
meeting to erect in Edinburgh some building which 
should perpetuate the remembrance of events in which 
the heroism of Scotsmen was so conspicuous. A Na- 
tional Churchy to be built and endowed by public sub- 
scription, and in which subscribers to a certain a- 
mount were to hold seats, was at first thought the 
most appropriate erection. But the similarity of the 
Calton Hill to the Acropolis of Athens — the desire a- 
mong men of taste of restoring to the arts the model of 
a building which time and barbarism will soon annihi- 
late; and the facility of procuring building materials, 
united the majority of the subscribers in the wish 
to restore the Parthenon of Athens in their National 
Monument. A model of this edifice by Mr Reid, ar- 
chitect, and the drawings of Mr Williams, both of 
wlKMon had visited the original, probably contributed to 
infiise a taste for the Doric grandeur of the Grecian 
architecture ; the idea of a church, at least to the ex- 
clusion of the Parthenon, was soon relinquished ; and^ 
when it was definitively settled that the National Mo- 
nument of Scotland^ was to renew this boasted relic of 
ancient art on the Calton Hill, many individuals dou- 
bled their subscriptions. 

The Parthenon is a magnificent temple of the Do- 
ric order, vrith an arched roof. The length of the 
bwest step 236 feet 9 inches, breadth 101 feet 2 inches. 
The length of the upper step on which the columns 
stand is SS7 feet 7 inches, bieadth 101 feet 1 inch ;~* 
height from bottom of lowest step to top of pediment 
64 teet 7 inches. The columns which ran^ round 
the building are 34 feet 3 inches ; and the height from 
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the top of the capital to the top of the pediment is S$ 
^t 3 inches. 

The sanction of Parliament was obtained in 1832 for 
the erection of this edifice ; and the foundation-stone 
was laid during his Majesty's visit, on the S7th of Au- 
gust the same year. Part of the interior is, it is under- 
stood, to be appropriated as a church, and part as a o&i 
metery. The total cost of its erection will not exceed 
L. 40,000, 



The New Town was begun to be built at its eastern 
extremity. The houses in this quarter are inferior to 
those in the parts more recently erected. As the streets 
proceed westward, however, the elegance of the houses 
improves, and many of these are finished in the best 
style of modern architecture. 

In addition to the New Town, a farther plan has 
been formed of extending the city on the northward 
to the Water of Leith, and eastward towards the town 
and port of Leith. Part of this plan is already exe- 
cuted, and the remainder is rapidly going forward. 
The streets of this part of the town are built on the de- 
scending ground north of Queen's Street, fVom which 
they are separated by a large open space, which is now 
chiefly laid out in gardens. The direction of these 
streets is similar to those of the first Erected streets;, 
that is to say, they run from east to west, and are in- 
tersected from north to south by cross streets corre- 
^onding to those which run in that direction in the 
former streets. The very elegant street called Heriot 
Row, and its continuation, Aberororaby Place, front 
Queen's Street; and Northumberland Street and Great 
King Street are beautiful streets still farther to the 
north. The west end of Great King Street terminates 
in what is called the Royal Circus, a splendid circle of 
houses, with shrubbery in the centre, diyided by the 
road which leads to Stockbridge. The eastern termi« 
nation of this beautiful street is the Cusloin House in 

11 
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fifelb^pae CreioeDt, whicli, uptm the renoral cf th« 
establishment to Leith, is to be occupied by the Exdse 
fikMrd. London Street continues the straight line essi 
tcwn the Cnstom House to the CanonmiUs Road, vthere 
a curve to the northward forms Bellevue Crescent. 
In the centre of this crescent stands St Mary's Church, 
with a hat'dsome spire, which was opened for publio 
wonhip in January. 1825. 

The Earl of Moray's grounds, which immediately 
a^oin Charlotte Square and the streets to the north- 
wanly are now building on a plan of Mr Gillespie, ar-* 
chiteot. The most conspicuous feature in this plan is 
a magnificent polygon, named Moray Place, the centre 
of which is to be railed in, so as to form a spacious 
i^ubbery, the sweep of the walks in which are to har^ 
moni^ with the different avenues of access. Thes* 
avenues are to be four in number, viz. Doune Terraoe^ 
IttdiDg. into the Royal Circus and Great King Street ; 
Damaway Street, a continuation of Heriot Row ; For« 
res Street, which is to run in a line with North Char^ 
lotte Street, and at right angles with Queen's Street 
and Stuart Street, the great line which is to traverse 
and connect the whole improvements. Ainslie Place, 
of an oblong or oval form, is proposed to divide Stuart 
Street Into two equal portions ; and, in addition to the 
two avenues thus formed, another called Glenfinlaa 
Street is to connect this place with Charlotte Square, 
which it will join at the northern angle, and comma* 
nieate. with Queen Street by that named St Colme. 
The space in the centre of Ainslie Place is to be indos* 
ed* Stuart Street is to terminate in Randolph Cres- 
cent, which will Join the Queensferry Road, and con* 
nect with Melville Street, already erected. The ar- 
chitectural elegance of these projected streets and 
buildings promises to be great, and to add another 
feature to the grandeur of Edinburgh. 

Korth ward m>m Great King Street, and in a line with 
Hanover and Dundas Streets, a bridge over the mill- 
lead cohneo^the New Town with the streets built on 



99 tiZBCBlfTlOVt 

the grounds of Wanritton. Fartber west, the fidds iit 
the neighbourhood of the village of Stockbridge have 
been laid out into handsome streets ; and the sides of 
the great road to Queensferry have been ornamented 
to a considerable distance by neat viUas^ having all the 
advantages of country residences. The situation of 
these, as well as the contemplated extension, will be 
best understood by a reference to the map prefixed to 
this volume. 

Towards the east of the parallelogram, the ground 
rises gently, after which it descent^ rapidly towards 
the Calton Hill on the south, and York Place, part of 
the extended New Town, on the north* On the top 
of this rising ground stands James's Square, the 
houses of which, not being brought within the compass 
of the plan which regulated the other buildings, rise 
to a considerable height. 

At the north base of the high ground upon which 
James's Square is built stands the Circu^i, now named 
the Caledonian Theatre, and immediately adjacent to 
it the new Roman Catholic Chapel. From this point 
Broughton Street runs to the northward, and several 
elegant streets, the principal longitudinal direction of 
which is from east to west, as in the former part of the 
New Town, have been erected in this quarter.. At the 
east end of one of these, Broughton Place, stands an 
elegant place of worship belonging to the Burgher per- 
suasion, erected for Dr Hall ; and at the north-east 
comer of the same street is an Episcopal chapel. Pi* 
cardy Place, a continuation of York Place, is an ele* 
gant row of builditigs, so named from being built on 
the site of a manufactory which was long carried on 
by a colony of weavers from the province of that name 
in France. 

At this extremity of the town, the great road to the 
port of Leith wincfs to the eastward ; and for a consi- 
derable way on both sides, it is bounded bv elegant 
rows of buildings. About the middle of this road, 
and on the west side, a street has been foniBd through 

1 
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the lands Off FOxig* which leads to the flihing village 
of Newhayen, a station for passage-boats^ and where a 
neat harboar has been lately bnllt. 

The extent of Edinburgh from east to west is aboat 
tfpo English miles, and from north to south nearly the 
same. The circumfttvnce of the whole is nearly eight 
miln. 



ANTIQUITIES. 

City Wall 

.P#ftTioKs of the wall, by which the dty was ibr- 
mcKly surrounded, still exist in the neighbourhood of 
Heriot's Hospital. This wall was first projected in 
1460, and successively eiMhided as the lieges increased 
in number. It strctclM from the Castle on the south 
and north, and indudeu all the buildings of the High 
Street and Cowgate to the Netherbow. A number of 
forU or gates gav^ access to the dty in diflbrent direo- 
tionSy the last of which was removed in 1785. The 
Netherbow port or gate, removed in 176i, was orna- 
mented with a spire. 

A small arched gate, at the bottom of the Canon- 
gate, and which gave entrance to that suburb, is still 
standing, it is known by the name of the Water 
QaU. 

Cross ofEduihurgh* 

Edinburgh Cross was an ancient structure of an oc- 
tagonal form, composed of Gothic and Grecian archi- 
tecture, and measured sixteen feet in diameter, and 
fifteen in height, exclusive of a column which rose 
from the n^dle. A small Ionic pillar ornamented 
each comer irom the base, on the top of which pro- 
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jected a kind of circular bastioniy with modern 
between them. The city arms were placed over the 
top of the arch which faced the east; and over the 
otner there were as many heads, cut in the form of 
medallions^ as was the town arms ; but the heoda ap- 
peared to be of much older workmanship than any 
other part of the fabric The entry to tne buaUing 
was by a door facing the east, from which a stair lea 
up to the platform on the top* From the centre of the 
platform rose a column of a single stone, twenty-one 
feet high, and eighteen inches diameter, curiously 
spangl^ with thisdes, and ornamented on the top with 
a Corinthian capital ; above this there was a unicorn, 
very well executed in stone. 

This building was pulled down in the year 1756, on 
account of its incommoding the street. The middle 
pillar is still preserved in the pleasure grounds at Drum, 
four miles east of Edinburgh, on the road leading to 
Dalkeith ; and the four heads, as well as several oUier 
ornamental parts of this 8#ucture, are now displayed 
at Abbotsford, the seat of th9 celebrated. Sir Walter 
Scott, Baronet. The baptismal font of the Chapel of 
St Ninian, which was situated near Leith Wynd, and 
founded 1470, may also be seen at Abbotsford ; as weU 
as the cistern out of which wine used to flow at the 
Cross to regale the people on days of public rejoio« 
ing. • 

At this Cross formerly all public prodamationa were 

* In a minute of council, dated ilth May 1660, it Is or- 
dered, ^"^ That die treasurer cause John 8cott and Alexander 
Skirven prepare, upon the Cross, pipes of lead, and ludi 
other things necessary, for running of wine at the spouts, and 
the treanurer to provide wine-glasses and other necessaries for 
the said use, with dry confections, and such others as shall 
be thought neediul and convenient. And sicklike, the trea- 
surer shall provide eight trumpeter8.**«-This order was pre- 
paratory for the King's birthday, which w^^on the 89to of 
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mei, and r^oici&gt bdd. It wu the place where 
tiUed criminalB mmared the punishment due to their 
crimes. Here also merchants and others met on the 
msrket-daya to transact their husiness ; and, though a 
more oommodioua place has heen since erected by the 
magistrates of the city for this purpose, (the Exchange,) 
7«t, either through tne force of habit or attachment to 
the place, the merchants still continue to meet on the 
radiated pavement which marks the site of the ancient 
Cross. 

In the suburb of the Canongate, there formerly stood 
two crosses, both of which have been long since re- 
moved. One of these, however, consisting of a small 
colamn on a base of a few circular steps, is erected 
against the wall of the Canongate Town House, and 
serves the purpose of a pillory for that district. 

Among the antiquities of Edinburgh may be men- 
tioned the house of the great Scottish reformer John 
^x. It stands on the north side of the foot of the 
High Street^ and, projecting into the street, reduces 
it nearly one half of ito width. On the front to the 
west is a figure in alto relievo, pointing up with ita 
finger to a radiated stone, on which is sculptured "the 
i^^e of the Divinity in ihree languages. 

GEOZ 
DEUS 
GOO 

The edifice itself is one of the oldest stone houses in 
Edinburgh. 

Roman Scitfytiurem 

Immediatdy opposite to the house of the reformer, 
on the south side of the street, and in the front wall 
of a house, are two heads in alio relievo, supposed by 
uitiquaries to bo of Roman sculpture. Between the 
^^eads, on a aquaie tablet, is engraved the following in<- 
'cripdon :— 
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in, fuOdire 
mit9 iui * tte 
ttxift . pane 
ano. 6 3 

" In sudore vultus tut vesceris pane, Anne 
From this inscription many have been led to suppose^ 
that these figures were intended to represent the first 
pair ; • hut this is now generally believed to be a mis- 
take, the middle stone tablet, on which is the inscrip- 
tion, heing discovered to have been inserted at a pe- 
riod long subsequent to that in which the figures are 
supposed to have been formed. These heads were 
formerly in the wall of a house on the north side of 
the street, (according to Maitland,) over the door of a 
baker's shop. From whence they came before that 
period is not known. But the honest haker, whose 
reading in history extended not perhaps much farther 
than tne Sacred Volume, and probably supposing them 
to be representations of Adam and Eve, might have 
added this inscription in allusion to his trade. The 
sculpture of these figures is uncommonly fine; and 
they are conjectured by antiquaries to be likenesses of 
the Roman Emperor Severus, and his consort Julia, 
from their resemblance to the heads on the coins of 
that prince. 

Th^ Hore Stone, 

From which the standard of James IV. was display- 
ed at the muster of his army before he marched to the 
battle of Flowden, may still be seen built into the 
wall on the left hand of the high road to Boxoagh- 
moorhead, not far from Bumtsfield Links. This rem* 



* Qen. Ui. 10.^/91 ihe. sweat. qf thy fiice tfuM ^hom tat 

bread. 
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lunt of antiquity has toqoired an additional intereat 
since the pabUcation of *' Mannion" by Sir Walter 
Scott, fiatonet. 

Highest, and midmost, was deacried 
The royal banner floating wide. 

The staff, a pine-tree strong and straight. 
Pitched deeply in a massive stone, 
Which still in memory is shown. 

Yet bent beneath the standard's weight, 
Whene'er the western wind unrolled. 
With toil, the huge and cumbrous fold. 

And gave to view the dazzUng field. 

Where in proud Scotland's royal shield 
The ruddy lion ramped in gold. 

At a little distance to the westward stands Merchis^ 
Um (kuile, rendered &mous as having been the resi- 
dence of Baron Napier^ the celebrated inventor of the 
logarithms* 

A house^ said to have been that of the R^nt Mnr- 
ray^ may still be seen in a narrow lane caUed Croft- 
angrie^ near the Palace of Holyroodhouae. There is 
nothing very remarkable in its appearance. 

St Anthomf's ChapcL 

The ruins of the Chapel and Hermitage of St Anm 
thorny are situated on the north side of Arthur's Seat^ 
in yiew of the road called the Duke's Walk. The 
chapel was •iS feet long, 18 in breadth, and the same 
in height. At its west end was a tower 19 feet square, 
and upwards of 40 in height. But this has long since 
&Ilen down, and the remainder of the building ia 
hastening to decay. The cell of the hermitage still 
remains, a few yards to the weat of the chapel. It ia 
16 feet long, and about 12 broad* At the foot of the 
rock, and at a little distance, is the spring, celebrated 
in an old Scottish ballad by the name of St Anton's 
Well. The monastery of St Anthony, to which this 
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diapel was an appendsge, stood a little to the north- 
west of the present chnrch of South Leith, upon the 
west side of the lane still denominated St Anthony's 
Wynd. The seal of the monastery is preserved in 
the Advocates' Library. 

Church of Resialrig, 

The ruins of the Church of Restcdrig stand about a 
mile east from Edinburgh. It was founded by James 
III. in honour of the Trinity and the Virgin Mary, 
and was endowed bv the two next succeeding mo- 
narchs. James V. placed there a dean, nine preben- 
daries, and two singing boys. It was ordered by the 
General Assembly to be demolished as a monument of 
idolatry at the commencement of the Reformation. 
The great eastern window is still pretty entire. In the 
cemetery is a vaulted mausoleum, surmounted with 
yew trees, originally the burying-place of the Logans 
of Restalrig. 



POLITICAL AND CIVIL ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Edinburgh Castle* 

The Castle of Edinburgh is situated on the western 
and rugged extremity of the central hill on which the 
ancient part of the city is built. As before observed, 
it is separated from the buildings of the city by a space 
of about 350 feet in length and 300 in breadth. A 
parapet wall and railing were erected 09 the north 
side of this terrace in 1817. The area of the rock on 
which the Castle stands measures about seven English 
acres. It is elevated 383 feet above the level of the 
. sea, and is accessible only on the eastern side, all the 
others being nearly perpendicular. 
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At the western termiDatum of the Cattle Hill it the 
outer barrier of the Castle, formed of strong pallisa- 
does. Beyond this is a dry ditch, with a draw-bridge 
and gate, which is de^snded on the flanks by two 
small batteries. Within the gate is a guard-room, and 
a reserroir to snpidy the garrison with water. Beyond 
these on a road winding upwards, towards the north, 
are two gateways, the first of which is very strong, 
and has two portcullises. A little from the gsteway, 
to the right, is a battery, called Argyll's Battery, near 
which there are store- bouses for gun-carriages, and 
other implements of artillery. On the north is a grand 
store-room and arsenal, which, together with the other 
msgazines in the fort, are capable of containing up- 
wanls of 30,000 stand of arms. A little farther on 
stands the governor's house, fVom which the road as-* 
cends to the diapel of the garrison, which was rebuilt 
in 1818. Near the chapel is the main guard-room ; 
and beyond it on the east a large semicircular plat- 
form, called the Half-Moon, mounted with twelve, 
ei^teen, and twenty-four pounders. On the top of 
thu rampart is erected the flag-staff; and near it is 
the ancient well of the garrison, cut through the solid 
rock to a great depth. In addition to Uie Iwttery men- 
tioned there are several others at different parts of the 
dreumforence of the rampart or wall by which the 
brow of the rock is encircled. But the fortifications of 
the Castle correspond with none of the rules of art> 
being built accoroing to the irregular form of the pre-* 
dpice on which they stand. 

The highest part of die Castle, which is towards the 
south-east, consists of a number of houses in the form 
of a square. This square is nearly 100 feat in diame* 
ter, and is used for mustering and exercising the sol- 
diers. The houses are chiefly laid out in barracks for 
the acoommodation of the officers. The buildings on 
the eaat side of the square were formerly used as the 
loval apartments. These apartments are of consider- 
able antiquity ; and, fVom the date 1556 appearing in 
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tfee front wdU seenl to h«re been etther.lmUt or rejleir- 
ed tt thftt period. In a small rdom oii ftbe ground floor 
in the Boutn^^east corner of the edifice waa Matty Queen 
of Scots delivered, June 19> 1666, of her only son, 
Jainea VI. afterwards James I. of England, a prinoe 
'whose birth waa fortunate for the whok island, as. in 
his person the crowns of two nations^ opposed to eath 
other from the earhest ages, were atiast united. The 
roof is divided into four compartments, with a thistle 
at each corner, and an imperial crown in the centre, 
with the initials M. R. 

77i€ Scottish Regalia*^ 

In an apartment in this quarter called the Crown- 
room, immediately under the square tower, are depo- 
sited the Scottish E^alia. These, consisting of the 
crown, sceptre, and sword of state^ were placed here on 
the 26th of March 1707. 

It was long doubted, however, whether these ensigns 
of Scottish royalty Iiad net been removed; fi»r, on a 
search in this apartment in the year 1794, the commis- 
sioners appointed by the royal warrant, in doubt of 
their powers, did not cause the chest in which they 
were said to be deposited to be opened, and the gtae^ 
ral belief was, that they were not to be found. Other 
commissioners, however, were appointed by the Prince 
Kegent with the necessary powers ; and on the 6ih 
February 1818, the large oaken chest in the CiK>wnh 
2!Oom was forced open, and the relics of the Scottish 
monarchy were discovered. These were found to con- 
sist of a crown* sceptre, and sword of state, of elegant 
workmanship, and in perfect preservation. There wn 
also a silver rod of office, said to be that jof the Lord 
Treasurer. A Keeper of the Regalia has been appoint- 
ed, and the public can now be gratified with-rtha sight 
of these venerable and valued relics. 

The Crown is of pure gold, and is composed of a 
broad fillet which goes round the head, adorned with 
twenty-two precious stones ; and between each of these 
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ttoiMS it ft ki^ge oriciital pearl. Aboye the great circle 
is another smaller one> fronted with twenty points^ 
with diamonds and imitation sapphires altematelr. 
The points are topped with pearls. The upper circle 
is elevated or heightened into ten crosses-noree, each 
having in the centre a large diamond between fonr 
pearls^ placed in cross saltire ; and these crosses floree 
are interchanged with other ten high fleur-de-lis^ 
which top the points of the second small circle. From 
the upper circle rise four arches^ adorned with enamd- 
led figures, which meet and dose at the top, sur- 
mounted with a globe and cross-patee. In the centre 
of the cross-patee is an amethyst^ which points the 
front of the crown ; and behind, on the other side, is 
a lai^e pearL Below this last are the initials J. R. V. 
The crown is nine inches in diameter, and in height, 
from the under circle to die top of the cross, aiz inches. 
it is turned up with ermine, and the cap, which was 
fiHrmerly of purple velvety was changed to crimson 
in 1685. 

The Sceptre is of silver, double gilt ; the stalk of it 
is two feet long, of a hexagonal form, and divided by 
three buttons or knobs. Between the first and second 
button is the handle ; from the second to the capital 
three sides are engraved, the other three are plain. 
Upon the top of the stalk is an antique capital of em- 
bossed leaves, upon the abacus of which are several fi- 
gures of Saints. Under these figures are the letters 
J. R. V. The sceptre is surmounted by a crystal 
globe 2^ inches in diameter, and topped with a large 
oriental pearl. The whole length of the sceptre is 
thirty-four inches. 

The Sword of State is five feet long, and of el^nt 
workmanship. The handle and pommel are sUver 
gilt, and fifteen inches in length ; the traverse or cross 
seventeen inches and a half. On the blade is indent- 
ed in gold letters Julius II. P. and it was a present 
from that pope to James IV. The scabbard is of crim- 
son velvet, and richly ornamented- 

12 
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The Lord Treaiurer's Rod ofQmee, tbdUgh not in 
the inventory, was found in the chest along with the 
regalia. It is of silver gilt, and seems of elegaiit 
workmanship. The large oak chest itself, ih which 
the whole were contained for so many years, is worthy 
of observation. 

The Crown-room is neatly fitted up for the exhibi* 
tlon of these relics of Scottish royalty ; and two persona 
in the dress of the wardens of the Tower attend to 
show the Regalia. ^ 

There was formerly a room for the meeting of the 
Seottish Parliament in the great Square on the top of 
the Castle ; and the royal gardens were situated in the 
marsh afterwards called the North Loch. The king's 
stables were on the south side, where the houses stiH 
retain the name ; and the place to the south-west, 
where the barns were established, is known by the 
nattie of Castlebarns. 

The Castle of Edinburgh being a place of little 
strength, is principally used as a station for soldiers. 
But the old barracks not being sufficiently large to ac- 
commodate the number thought necessary to be sta- 
tioned in this part of the kingdom, a large range of new 
barracks was begun to be built on the t»outh-west side 
in 1796, sufficient to quarter about twelve hundred 
men. This new building is 120 feet in length, by 60 
in breadth, and contains five floors or storeys. A spire 
and clock was also erected on one of the old buildings 
ib 1795 ; which has since beeri repaired and tiltered ,• 
and a new chapel for the accommodation of the garri- 
son has been lately built. Though the new barradks 
are perhaps constructed on the best plan for the accom- 
ihodation of the soldiers, yet the picturesque eflfect of 
Ae ancient buildings of the Castle, when seen from the 
west, is much hurt by the contrast of the plain and 
ponderous new buildings, with the turreted remains of 
the ancient fortifications. The view from the ramparts 
is very extensive, and is much admired. 

Edinburgh .Castle has a governor, generally a Scot* 
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tkh lioUeiBaiij a d^fNily-gov>craor who tetUim iath« 
gBirisoDj a fart*nujor, a store-keeper^ master-ffonmr^ 
and chaplain. With its present extended buildiDgt it- 
can accommodate upwards of SOOO men. 

The first historical fiict concerning this Castle ia 
fbnnd in Fordoun, who relates, that^ in 1093, Queen, 
Margaret, the widow of Malcolm Canmcnre, died here 
a few days after her husband was slain ; and that in 
the same year it was besieged by Donald Bane, brother 
to King Malcolm, assisted by the Norwegian monarch* 

In the year 1174^ King William I. of Scotland* aiir>« 
named the Lion^ being taken prisoner by the Enfj^sh 
iQ the neighbourhood of Alnwick^ his subjects pui^ 
diased his freedom by surrendering the independency 
of his kingdom. Many hostages, and some of the 
chief garrisons, among the latter this castle, were de« 
livered to King Henry II. as pledges for the perform^ 
ance of the treaty ; but on tne marriage of William 
with Ermengarde^ cousin to the King of England, 
Edinburgh Qtstle was given back as a dower to that 
queen. 

In V2S0 Alexander III. was betrothed to the daugh- 
ter of King Henry III. of England, and the young 
queen had this castle assigned ibr her residence. 

During the contest fbr tne crown between 3ruoe and 
Baliol, the castle was^ in 1296^ besieged and taken by 
the English, and it remained in their possession near 
twenty years ; but it was, in 131S, recovered by Sir 
Thomas Bandog, Earl of Murray, when King iUn. 
bert Bruce caused it, and the other rortresses reeoveredL 
horn the English, to be demolished, that they might 
not again be occuj^ed by thetn in any future incursions* 
It was in ruins in 183(r, when it served for the retreat, 
of part of the Count of Nammr's forces, defeated by the 
Earl of Murray, who held it but one day.. ^ 

. King Edward IIL, on his wayirom Perth in Vis re- 
turn to England, visited Edinburgh Castle, and gaye: 
01 dm for its being rebuilt, and for plaoing a strong 
^Urriflon in it. It was neverthdessy in .1S41, surprised 
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by 'WilUim Douglas, who. for that purpose, made oie 
of the fbUowing stratagem. Douglas, with three other 
gentlemen, waited on the governor. Pne of thetpa, 
pretending to be an £nglish merchant, informed him 
that he had for sale, on board of a yessel then just 
arrived in the Forth, a cargo of wine, strong-beer, and 
biscuit, exquisitely spiced ; at the same time produc- 
ing, as a sample, a bottle of wine and a bottle of beer. 
The governor, tasting and approving of them, agreed 
for the purchase of the whole, which the feigned cap- 
tain requested he might deliver very early next day, 
in order to avoid interruption from the Scots. He 
came accordingly at the time appointed, attended by 
a dozen of armed followers, disguised in the habits of 
sailors ; and the gates being opened for their reception, 
they contrived, just in the entrance, to overturn a 
carriage, in which the provisions were supposed to be 
load^ hereby preventing the gates from being sud- 
denly shut. They then killed the porter and guards, 
and, blowing a horn as a signal, Douglas, who, with a 
band of armed men, had lain concealed near the Cas- 
tie, rushed in and joined his companions. A sharp con- 
flict ensued, in which most of the garrison being slain, 
the Castle was recovered for the Scots, who, about the 
same time, had also driven the English entirely out of 

Scotland. , „ , « ^ . , % 

During the reign of John Earl of Carrick, who as- 
sumed the name and title of Robert III., from a super- 
stitious notion that the name of John was unfortunate 
for monarchs, the burgesses of Edinburgh had the sin- 
gular privilege conferred on them of building houses 
for themselves within the Castle, and of free access to 
them without paying any fees to the constable, subject 
to no other limitation than that they should be persons 
of good fame. 

The Castle of Edinburgh has, at different times, 
i^erved not only as the residence of the Kings of Scot- 
land, but also for their prison. The Scottish barons, 
under the feudal system* almost equalled their kings 
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ill ribhes and in power, ind lometiniM pow oMcd 
Aettiaelveft of the royal penon to aamction their ambi«- 
tioivi designs. Thus James II. in the year 1488, wm 
hM here in a sort of honoarable durance, by Sir Wit 
liam Crichton the chancellor ; till, by a stratagem 
contrived by his mother, he was conveyed ftiMn henoe 
one morning early in a trunk. But he did not tons 
enjoy his enlargement, fbr he was taken by a band 
of armed men while hunting in the woods of Stifi- 
Hng, and reconveyed to this castle* It was here also 
that William the sixth Earl of Douglas, with hk 
two friends, were basely muidered by the command 
of Crichton, who enviea his ridies and dreaded his 
power. 

James III. was also confined here by his sal()eetB 
fi>r the space of nine months, till released, in the year 
148^ by the Duke of Albany, assisted by the citiiens 
of Edinburgh, who surprised the castle. 

In the year 1573, during the troubles which agitata 
ed the kingdom in the reign of Queen Mary, this fbn* 
tress was defended for the queen, at that time a ptU 
sottux in England, by Kirkaldy of Grange. When aH 
the rest of Scotland had submitted to the regent's au« 
thority, Ki/kaldy alone, with a few brave associates^ 
still continued faithful to the cause of his unfbrtunate 
mistress. Morton, the regent, unable to redhice the 
garrison with his own forces, applied to Elisabeth ibr 
assistance, who sent Sir William Drury to his aid 
with fifteen thousand ibot, and a consideraUe train of 
artillery. Trenches were now opened, and approaches 
r^ularly carried on against the Castle. Five natteries, 
consisting of thirty«one guns, were erected against it* 
But Kirkaldy defended himself with the utmost coin^ 
age, fostered by despair. For three and thirty daya 
did he resist all the efforts of the Scots and English v; 
nor did he demand a parley till the fortifications weie 
battered down, the spur or block-houae on the- east 
taken by assault, the well dried up, and every otker 
supply of water cut off. Even then his spirit was uih 
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•nbdued, and he detemiined rather gloriously to fkll 
behind the last intrencbment than to yield to lua in- 
.veterate eneniiei. But his garrison were not aninaated 
with the same heroic and desperate resolution^ and, 
rising into a mutiny^ they forced him to capitulate. 
He accordingly surrendered himself to Sir William 
Drary^ on the 9&th> of May 1573. The English gen<>- 
ral, in the name of his mistress, promised that he 
should be honourably treated ; but Blizabeth, without 
regarding her own honour, or that of Drury, delivered 
him up to the vengeance of the regent, who caused 
him to be hanged, on the 3d of August 1573. 

In the year 1577, though Morton had found it ne- 
cessary to resign the government into the hands of the 
joung king, he still held the Castle of Edinburgh in 
his hands. But a supply of provisions being intercept- 
ed bv the inhabitants of the city, he was forced to give 
up this important fortress without resistance. 
. In 1660 the Castle sustained a siege of above two 
months against the parliamentary army commanded 
by Cromwell, and at last surrendered on honourable 
terms. At the Revolution it was long held for Kiag 
James by the Duke of Gordon, with a weak and iu 
provided garrison. In the Rebellion of 1715, an un- 
successful attempt wa* made by the rebels to surprise 
this fortress ; and in 1745, notwithstanding that the 
Highlanders were masters of the town of Edinburgh^ 
they did not venture to attack the Castle, nor did they 
even succeed in entirely cutting off the communication 
between it and the city. 

Since that time the history of this fortress consists 
only of a series of internal improvements, for the ac- 
commodation of the soldiers stationed in this part of 
the country. During the period of the late war, a 
number of French prisoners were confined in it ; and 
his Majesty, while in Edinburgh, paid a processioiial 
visit to this ancient fortress, and greeted his subjects 
tnm its battlements. 
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Palaee of Sofyroodhmue. 

The Fdace of Holyroodhoase stands at the eastern 
extremity of ^e dty of Edinburgh, and at the bottom 
of that part of the High Street named the Canongate. 
It is a beaatiiiil building, of a quadrangular form, 
with an open court in the centre* 94 feet square. Tlie 
western front consists of two large castellated square 
towers, four stories in height, which are joined by a 
lower building or gallery of two stories, with a nat 
roof and double Ixulustrade. The towers have each 
three circular turrets at their exterior angles, rising 
from the ground to the battlements, the fourth angle 
of each great tower being concealed by the buildings 
which surround the inner court. In the middle of 
the low gallery is the entrance, ornamented by fbur 
Doric columns, which support a cupola in the form of 
an imperial crown. Underneath the cupola is a clock ; 
and oyer the gateway are the royal arms of Scotland. 
The front to uie east is of equal el^nce. Round the 
area in the inside is a handsome arcade, faced with 
pilasters of the Doric order. On the entablature of 
these are cut the ensigns of Scottish royalty; the 
thistle and the crown, the sword and the sceptre. Be- 
tween the windows of the second floor are a range of 
Ionic pilasters ; and aboye these an equal number of the 
Corinmian order. On a pediment iu this area, fVont- 
ing the west, are the royal arms. At the south-west 
angle of the piazza is the large staircase, which leads 
to the royal apartments ; and on the north side of the 
building is the great gallery, which is 150 feet long, 
24 in breadth, and nearly 20 in height. This gallery 
is hung with the fanciful portraits of one hundred and 
eleven monarchs of Scotland, painted by De Witt. — 
Here are held the elections of the Scottish peers. Ad- 
joining to the gallery is a drawing and state bed-cham- 
ber, wainscotted with oak. The festoons of flowers 
oyer the doors and mantle-pieces in this apartment are 
executed with a considerable degree of elegance, but 
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tbe staooo onuunenU of the roof are rather heavy. Near 
to this, in what are tailed. Lord Dunmore's lodgings, 
is a celebrated painting of Charles I. and his oueen, 
going a hunting, nainted by Mytons. A horse tor his 
majesty, and a palfrey for the queen, are introduced, 
and the celebrated dwar^ Jeffrey Hudson, holding a 
spaniel in a string. The whole is executed in very 

food style. Here also are full length portraits of George 
II. and his queen by Ramsay. 
Strangers visiting the palace are usually led to Queen 
Mary's apartments, in the second floor of which her 
own bed still remains. It is of crimson damask, bor- 
dered with green silk fringes and tassels, but is now 
almost in tatttrs* The cornice of the bed is of open 
figured work. Close to th^ floor in this room is a 
small opening in the wall, which leads to a passage and 
a trap-stair, communicating with the apartments below. 
Through this passage Damley and his accomplices 
rushed in to murder the unhappy Rizzio, on the 9th 
of March 1566. The queen, wh<)n this outrage took 
place, was at supper, in a closet adjoining U) her bed- 
chamber, with tne Countess of Argyll, Mizzio^ and a 
few domestics. Rizzio, on perceiving the conspirators 
enter, headed by Lord Ruthven in complete armour^ 
instantly supposed he was the victim, and took refuge 
behind the queen. But, in spite of her tears and en- 
treaties, he was torn from her presence^ andj, before 
he could be dragged through the next apartment^ the 
rage of his enemies put an end to his life, piercing his 
body with fifty-six wounds. The closet in which Mary 
was at supper when this tragical scene was acted is about 
twelve feet square. 

The more ancient parts of the present nalace, con- 
sisting of the north-west towers, were built by .Tames 
v., about the year 1528, as a royal residence^ though 
ibr ages before the Scottish kings seem to have occa^ 
sionaliy resided at this place. Below a niche in one of 
these towers his name iisf still to be seen, jac. bsx v< 
scoTOAVM. During the minority of Que«n M«rj, the 
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Palatt of Uolyroodhouae wm bnnit along with Ihe diy, 
by the English foroes under the Earl of Hertford. 
Soon after this period, however, it was repaired and 
enlarged beyond ito present size. At that time it is said 
to have consisted of no fewer than fire courts, the most 
fpesterly of which was the largest. It was bounded on 
the east b j the front of the palace, which occupied the 
ssme space as it does at present ; but the building ex- 
tended itself farther towards the south. At the north- 
west comer was a strong gate, (the gate of the ancient 
adjoining abbey,) witib Grothic pillars, arches, and 
towers, which was taken down in 1765. 

Great part of the Palace of Holyroodhouse was burnt 
by the soldiers of CromwelL At the Restoration, how^ 
erery it was again repaired, and altered into its presmt 
ton by King Charles II. These alterations and re- 
parations were designed by Sir William Bruce, a cele- 
brated architect^ and the work was executed b^ Ro- 
bert Mylne, whose name appears on a pillar m the 
north-west angle of the inside of the square, fvk. be 

ao. MTLNS H. M. XVL. 1671. 

The paintings oi the monarchs of Scotland in the 
gallery were much de&oed by the Englifldi soldiers 
qnortered there in the yesr 174&. Prince Charles 
atnart, (the young Pretender,) in that year also, took 
ap his reaidenee for some time in this mansion of his 
£tthen ; and thither the inhabitants of Edmburgh rev 
paired to him, to pay the assessment laid on the city. 

Of this palace, which is now almost the only entire 
repnl residence which remains in Scotland, the Oiike 
of Hamilton is heritable kseper. He has a lodging 
within it, as have also several others of the Scottish 
nobility, in which are a number of nortraiu, some of 
them of considerable merit. Notwithstanding of this, 
a great part of the building remained uninhabited, till, 
in 1793, apartments were fitted up for the residence of 
the Count D'Artois, the present King of France, the 
Dukes D'Angouleme and Berri, and others of tlie 
French exiled ndlHlity. 

K 
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In J«ly 1988^ when it was pontiToly aaeertained Uie 
King was tOtVisit Scotland,,, the apartments in the pa- 
lace were fitted up for the use of his Majesty ; and 
tibMDUgh he resided at Dalkeith, a levee, drawing-room, 
and meetings of privy-coundl, were held here The 
nounds aronnd were also dressed up. It is now un- 
dergoing a complete repair, hut it is understood that 
its outward appearance and internal arranganenta will 
he no way altered. 

Abbey of Holyroodhouse, and Royal ChapeL 

Adjacent to the Palace stand the ruins of the Church 
of the Ahhey of Holyroodhouse. This Ahbey was 
founded hy David I. in 1128. The traditionary ac- 
count which occasioned its erection is thus related : 
—King David I., its founder, being on a hunting 
match in the forest of Drumselch, near £dinhuiish« on 
rood-day, was attacked by a large hart, and his life was 
in the utmost danger. While he was endeavouring 
to defend himself against Uie furious assaults of the 
animal, a miraculous cross from Heaven slipped into 
his hand, whidi so fH^htened the sta^, that he retreat- 
ed immediately. This wonderful curcumstance haT- 
ing, of course, put an end to the chace, David rqpaiv- 
ed to the Castle of Edinburgh, where, in a dream, he 
was instructed to erect an abbey or house for canons 
regidar, on the place where the celestial cross was put 
into his hand. In obedience to this visionary com- 
mand, the king erected an abbey for the said canons, 
dedicated it to the honour of the Holy Ctwb, and de- 
posited the same therein, where it is said to have re- 
mained till the reign of David II. That prince, whom 
the cross seems not to have protected as it did his 
: predecessor, was taken prisoner bv the English at the 
oattle of Durham^ and with him the cross fell into the 
hands of the enemy. It remained in that city for se- 
veral ages, where it is said to have been held in great 
veneration. 

Such is the fabulous account given of the ckonm- 
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itaioeitltkhoccMioiiedtheereclkMioftliisibbiBy. It 
is a miMde near a-kin to many of thoce whfdi popor 
Im often smoe imposed on the crednlity of mannno. 
David I., who was a pious prince, seems to hate heen 
nradi under the gnioimee of his spiritual instructon, 
{a uttr sanci to &e crown, as James VI. termed him 
ftr his UheralitT to the relupkras Oirders ;) and it is not 
to he wondflfeaaty when their interest was so neariy. 
eoneerned, that they should procure the sanction of a 
mirade to a work of such a nature as the endowment 
of ^ abhey. 

However this may he, the abbey was founded by a 
diarter in the year 1128, the original of which is in 
the archives of the city. It was bestowed on the ca« 
BOOS regular of St Aiwnstine, who were brought thi- 
ther firom the priory of St Andrews, in the county of 
Fife. They had granted to them the church of Edin- 
hatfjtk Castle, with thoseof StCuthbert's, Corstorphine, 
tnd Labberton, in the county of Mid-Lothian, and of 
Airth in Sdrl^gshire ; the priories of St Mary's Isle 
in Galloway, of Blantyre in Clydesdale, of RovradiU 
in Ross, and three others in the Western Isles. To 
them David also granted the privilege of erecting a 
bur^ between the town of Edinburgh and the chmch 
oflSolyioodhottse. Fromthese canons the street which 
they erected had the name of Canongaie, which it stiU 
letnos. In this new burgh they had a right to hdd 
matketSb They had also portions of land asrigned 
ihem in difl^rent parts, with a most extensive jurisdic- 
tion, and right of trial by duel, and fire and water or- 
deaL They had dso ca'tain revenues nayable out of 
the Exchequer and other Ainds, with fishings, and the 
^vilpge of erecting mills on the Water of Lteith, 
i^ich still retain the name of CanonmiUs, The arma 
of the Canongate are a hart's head surmounted by a 
eraes, in remembrance of the miracle which procured 
the erection of the abbey. 

Other grants and privileges were bestowed upon this 
monsatery by suooeeding soverdgns, so that it waa 
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deemed tbd richest reUgious fbuikiatiini in ScDtimid* 
At the Refonnatioi]^ Ha annul TcrenneB wert 449 Mk 
of wheat, 640 boUa of bear, 560 boUa of oats, M60 c»« 
lions, 84 hens, as many salmon, twelve loads of salt, 
besides a great number oi swine, and about L. 950 
Sterling in money. 

In 1177 a national eonncil was held in diis abbey, 
on the arrival of a legate to take cognisance of a di») 
pate between the English and Scottish deigy, aa to 
the snbmission of the utter to the chntch of Sng^and. 
In August 133S the army of Edward III. plnnderad it, 
earrying off the church plate ; and it was burnt in 1585 
by the forces of Richard II. In April 1544, doting 
the irruption of the Earl of Hertford, this abtey was 
nearly reduced to ashes. The choir and transept of Ibe 
church were then destroyed^ and nothing left standing 
but the nave, of which the ruins now remain. 

Along with the other religions bouses, the MMmg^ 
of the Abbey suffered much at the Reformalioa ; toe 
ornaments were despoiled by the populace, and no* 
thing was left but the walls. At this time, and dowm 
to the reign of James VII., the ehurch was oeeoq^eii 
as the parish church of Canongate ; bat, on the aore»< 
slon of that prince, it was repaired in a very ekgaat 
manner as a royal d»pel. A throne ftv the ssrveM^Vf 
itnd stalls for the knights companions of the Order of 
^ niistle, were erected ; the floor was paved vitii 
matlyle of different colours, and a fine organ vraa p«t 
op. Bat at the Revolution, which soon after took 
place, the populace, whose hatred of popery and -ants* 
pathy to episcopacy, often carried them to extremes i^ 
their resentment, once more despoiled thiaaneient edi* 
ice, tore down its ornaments, and eren carried off many 
of the marble stones of the pavement, which had been 
OS lately laid. 

In this situation it long stood neglected, till iskte 
Duke of Hamilton, the hereditary keeper of thepakee, 
i^epreSented its situation to the Barons of Eacfaoyaer, 
and craved that the roof, which was now bscome 
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out, vdAt be rqpaired. The BaroDB oidcKd a pkn 
nd crtimete fbr the work to be gi^en hi, whidi mB 
accordingly done, and the plan being approYtd o( 
L. 1003 was granted by them for this pnrpoee. on the 
7Ui Angiist 1758. The architect and maiOD who were 
emnloyed to repair the roof injudicioiialy ooyered it 
witn large flag-atones. Bat the walla bdng inanffi* 
dent to bear tiiia weight, or the timbers wmch gap« 
ported the stones being too slender, it was soon obserTed 
that, were the atones not removed, the building must 
unsTOtdably Ml to ruin. Arepesentationof itsstate 
was again made to the Banms by another architect in 
1766, which does not seem to have been regarded, and 
the roof fell in on the Idd of December 1 766. In 1773 
the rubbish occasioned by the roof giving way was 
sold, and a house in the kne called Baxter's Close was 
hoilt with the figured stones, after deftcing the earrings 
tndoomioes. 

The Royal Chapd is built of freestmie, and ia of an 
oblong form, about 148 feet from east to west, and 66 
feet mm norUi to south. This was the nave of the 
original church, which, when entire, consisted of a 
centre and two aide aisles, communicating by a double 
range of equilateral pointed arches, springing firom 
dusfeeied columns, with <»mamented oapitau. Above 
eadi of these rows a second range of smaller pointed 
arehea, double in number, fbrmed die firont or a adm 
lery over the stone vaulting of the side aisles ; and on 
the top of these second rows was a third range of small 
arches, fi>rmii^ a gaUeory or passage in the thickness of 
the wall. In the outside of this upper gallery, whidi 
was a story higher than the side aisles, were a number 
of kng narrow windows, whidi conveyed light into 
the upper part of the middle aisles ; and this part (^ 
the building waa vaulted with intersecting stone ribs, 
similar to the rooft of St GOes and Trinity College 
Chuiefa. 

The flvin^ buttresses, of whidi the under ranoe of 
the soutn aide still remains, were added by Abbot 

k2 
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GsAiwibrd in 1468. A laagg of upright h vLi t n m u, 
oaooffUL niches and pinnoclai of a more reoent date, 
may be seen on the north wall. The principal en* 
tvaaoo to itm ehmrch was by a krge arched doox at 
the woftsrifr extremity, now built up. In the north 
maJl is another door ornamented with niches, &c. 
TWo dDors idso entered from the dotster ; at the vest- 
end is n door opening into a stair leading to the nHxU 
la^ and molner now shut vp ; and in this quarter, 
ill die south wall, is the commttnication with the pa* 
laee by whiah. strangeia are usually conducted into iSm 
chapel. 

The great east window occupies, the western and 
only remaining one of the four large ardies on which 
the centfal tower of the chureh had rested. This wis* 
dow is of modem execution, and probably was fint 
Anrmed in tibe reign of James Vl. or Charles I., by the 
latter of whom the church, as appears from the in* 
seription over the west door, seems to have heen re- 
paired. The nmllions of this splendid window fell in 
the serere winter of 1795. But the Barons of Exche^ 
quer^ in IS 19, cansed the window to be again put up 
in its original &rm,-*-the base dP die waUs to be dear- 
ed out,^»the windows and northern arched doos^ which 
Imd been built up, to be r&*opened, and the ground 
inclosed. 

The northwest totrer of the Conventual Church is 
in good preservation, and was covo-ed. in widi lead in 
1810. In this- place is the monument and recumbent 
statue of Robert Visoount Belhaven, who died in 
1639. It is of elegant workmanship, and the whole is 
of Parian marble. The height ^i this tower is 58 feet; 
It was latterly uwd as a vestry; 

In die soutn-east comer of die chapel is the royal 
vault, in which were deposited the remains oi DaivM 
II., Jaines II., Prmee Arthur, third son of James IV., 
James V., Magdalen, Queen of James V., Arthur 
Duke of Albany, secoiul son of James V.^ and Henry 
Lord Darnley. This repository of tiie royri deaA did 
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not^etcape liie ftity of ibe mob at the BevolatioD. 
Ptot of the leaden coffins were at that time carried 
away, and the remainder at cleark^ out die ruhbiafa 
after the roof fell in 17€8. A mw bones, among 
which were some of large stae, said to bo tfame of 
Damlej, were long exhibited, but are now locked up 
in the royal Ywalu The area of the churdi is jmed m 
a cemetery. 

The precincts of the Abbey of Holyroodhouae, in- 
dading an extensive park indoaed by Jamea V^ are • 
aanetnary for insolvent debtors. That part of the park 
through which the road passes, and vdueh is now call- 
ed &e Dake's Walk, from its havii^ been the fa-> 
Tonrite promenade of the Duke of York, was once go- 
▼ered with tall oaks, of wMeh, however, no vestige 
remains. From this vralk rises Arthur's Seat, to the 
he^hC of 822 feet above the level of the sea ; and o» 
die west the hill is terminated by a precipitous front 
of rocks caDed Salisbury Crags. St Anthony's Chapel 
stands on an eminence overlooking the road. 

An account of the Abbey, Fklace, and environs, may 
be had of the person who shows the chapel and royal 
apartments. 

The Scotti^ Mint 

In the lane called Gny's Close stands the littla 
oonrt of buildings, formeily occupied bv the Mint of 
Scotland. They were erected in 1574 ; out no money 
has been struck here since the union of the kingdoms. 
The oflloers are, however, still kmtup. This pkee^ 
as wdl as the Ji>b0y of Holyroodoause, is an ssylum 
ibr iaMlvent debtors, but only for twen^-four houn» 

There seena to have been no mintor coins strudk in 
SoDtfaMid befoM the tisne of Alexander S., who ooab> 
ineneed hu reign in 1107, ahhoiigh Boece and LesHe, 
without pnoper anthorifty, state die origin of the Soot* 
lidi Mint aonae ages earfier. The first ooins wer^ aa 
in England, thin silver pieces called pennies, of the 
W€i{^ of 94 grains, divided by a double cross^ and 
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for a long period this was the only drculatiiig. inedhim 
of native manufiicture in both countries. The groai, 
(from the French gro9, or German grosehe^) a coin of 
four pennies in value, was first coined in Scotland by 
Robert Bruce, or by his son David II., and this was 
the sflver coin in use till the reign of Queen Manr, 
who, after her marriage with Damley, introduced reals, 
or rovalSf afterwards called crowns. 

The oldest gold coins found in Scotland bear the 
name of Bobert ; but whether the first king of that 
name is not, it is believed, fully ascertained. Before 
the reign of James I. of Scotland, however, there is 
nothing found in the public acts regarding gold mo- 
ney. But, in 1424, wnen that prince returned firom 
his captivity in England, it was enacted in Parliament, 
that both the gold and silver com should be similar to 
that of England in fineness and weight. The Scottish 

fold coins wer^ at first, as in England, struck of a 
•road and large sur&ce, but very thin. James V. was 
the first sovereign who contracted their figure by in- 
creasing their thickness ; and the bonnet pieces of that 
prince are said, by Ruddiman, to equal the best Ro- 
man coins in elegance of workmanship. The general 
name for gold coin in Scotland waajiorinsf or nobles, 
and lions ; and in England rose^nobksf angels, reals, 
and sovereigns, often according to the device adopted. 
When copper monev was first coined in Scotland is 
uncertain. James III., however, in his first Parlia- 
ment, 1466, procured an act, ordaining, '' That for 
sustention of the kiug's lieges, and almous-deeds to be 
done to the pure folk, there be cuinziet copper money, 
fi>ur to the penny, havand on the tae part tne crooe of 
St Andrew, and the crown on the other part, with the 
subscription of Edinburgh, and an B,, with James, on 
the other part." The same monarch also issued a de- 
predated silver coin, containing a very laige alloy of 
copper, which was oJled black money ; and the same 
example was aft;erward8 followed during the regency 
of Morton, the coins at which timcy from the name A 
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tiM BABter 0^ die ttia^ w#re kaowB by the Dime of 
iltMi joii#. lite yerf small eopper coins called pei»- 
mt9, worth l-19th of an English petiOT, with the 
inacriptioB, '* Nemo me impmne laceuetf ' were fint 
eoinca in the leign of James VL ; and the copper coins 
of two pennies^ calied tw^peimy pieces, bcddks, or 
htmere, and also baubees, containing six Scots pennies, 
and eqnel to ali English halfpenny^ began to be coin- 
ed after the Restoration. 

Of medals, or those coins of lai]geT dxe not fntended 
ht circnlatloii, the first are those ef Da^d 11., strock 
in England dnring his captivity, 1330-1370. They 
are of gold, aild are the earliest medals of modem Eu- 
rope. Another Scottish gold medal occurs of James 
III. in 1478, weighing nesxiy two ennoei. A ifaird 
was firack in the reign of James IV., and others in 
the re^ of Maty. The lust Scottish nndal, perhapi^ 
ttradc in Scotland is the coronatioD one of Cbaiks I., 
when be was crowned at.Edinbnrgb in June 169S. 

In Scotland the prince alone posMsed the cxela^ 
sive right of coining money^ To hin also all mincB 
of gold and silver were acloiowledged to belong. Nor 
was the manufacture of currency confined to the ca- 
fritoL to many coins bear the nanev of Aberdeen, 
totfi, ScirtJBg, Dundee Lidithgow, and DmnbaiP* 
ten* 

The chief mstnimeiiis meed in eoiniqg, till no dis* 
tant period, weie a hammer, and steel dies upon whiek 
dtt device was engtttved* The nwtal being previouaiy 
ptepand of the woper fineness sod tUdmem, was out 
int^ ioBgitudinaf dips, and a iqnare pieee being eat 
fion tlM siip, it was afterwards rounded and a^jnscsd 
to the V)ci(^ of the nMner to be made. The biudi 
pieces of metal were iSbsa placed between the twwdBss, 
and the vpper one was struck with a hs aiiet ^ This 
money was neceBsorily imperfiect firom the inequnhty 
of fthejfaroe ero]^y^; and it was not till af^r tke 
Resacration cf Charles U. that the Huvaitte«io» of the 
anil and screw took i^soa 
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The Soottish cuneney* in ciiciiktkm «i the Unioii, 
bemg edied In hy an act of the Privy CooncO of Scot- 
hnd, preparatory to maldiig the coin of a nnifiim 



standard over the two kincqoma^ the following anma 



were paid into the Bank of Scotland, in 1707, Ibr the 
porpoae of heing reooined :— 



Of Ibragn rilTer money, (Sterling,) L. 132,080 17 

Milled Scottish coins, - - 86,856 13 

Coins Btmck hy hammer, - • 142,180 

English milled coins, • - 40,000 O 

L.411,117 10 

And, as it appears ftora the acts of the Mint of Soot- 
land, flom 16th December 1602 to 19th July 1606, and 
from 90th September 1611 to 14th April 1613, that 
the proportion of gold coin issoed wasgreater than that 
of the sdyer, it has been oonjectivred, that the total sum 
of money.in drcoktion at the Union amoonted to up* 
wards of L. 900,000 Sterling. 

Court of Session, 

The Court of Session, the sapreme ciyil judicature 
of Scotland, was established by King James V. in 
1632, afler the model of the ancient French Padia« 
menls. Befbre this period ciyil causes were tried by 
an ambulatory Committee of Parliament, who assnmed 
the title of Lords of Council and Session ; but this 
mode of administering justice being found ineonye- 
nient, it was abolishe*^ and regular judges appointed* 
At its establishment, the Court of Session consiated 
oi fourteen ordinary judges, seyen of whom were ckx^* 

gmen and seyen laymen ; and an ecclesiastic, the AIh 
^ t of Cambuskenneth, was their &nt nresident. The 
king had also the power of adding to tnis number cer« 
tain lords of his council, under tilie title of Esiraardi* 
uarjf Lords ; but these had no salary, nor were oUu;* 
ed to attend but at their own pleasure, or to gratify m 
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wkhes of the Court by their influeDoe or thdr votou 
TliiB very otgeetionable part of the institatioii wai, 
however, abrogated by 90th Geo. I. c. 19. 

Befive the Reformation the Prendent of thia Court 
was generally an eodesiaatie ; but the deigy were fin« 
ally excluded ftom a ntoation so foreign to their ha- 
bits by an act of Fsrliament psssed in the Tear 1584^ 
which diiected, that no parodual minister should ever 
afterwards besr an office in any court of justice. The 
last ecdesiastic who held the office of an ordinary Loid 
of Session was Robert Font^ minister of the parish of 
St Cathbert's. 

The CoUege afJuitiee, of whi$h the Court of Ses- 
sion finrms ttie leading part, was erected into a body 
corporate by James v. Tl^s body consists, not <»dy 
of the Judges, but also of the Faculty of Adyocates, 
the Writers to the Signet, Clerks of Session, and some 
others. The indiTiduals composing this body enjoy 
many valuable privileges. They are not subject to the 
jurisdiction of any inferior judges, — are exempted firom 



paying the taxes imposed upon the other inhabitants 
of Edinbunrh, for ministers stipend, and the impost 
on liquors, &c. — and are not liable to be called on for 
any services within the burgh. Nay, by several sta- 
tutes, they are exempted from pa^g land-tax, ud 
fiom aU public taxes and contributions whatever ; but 
this privilege has not been exercised sinoe the Revolu- 

tiOB. 

The judgpes of the Court of Session, who sit both as 
judges and jury, are, as has been already observed, fif- 
teen in number, lliese are generally appointed fh>m 
the Faculty of Advocates, (the barristers oi the Court ;) 
but members of the Society of Writers to the Signet 
(the l^ghestdbss of attorneys) may be chosen, under 
certain regulations, to this office. Prior to the year 
ld08, tba. whole fifteen judges sat as one court, with 
the exception of one of the fourteen ordinary judg^ 
who, in an outer haU, under the title of the Lord Or* 
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dmary^ forwarded, in weeldf nitatioii, thecMet thMugh 
saeoesdre steps tiil thejr came in coone to be ripe tot 
the decision of the lords in die Inner^hwtse. The in- 
crease of business, which, in ^e progress of commerce 
and mannfactures, came befbre this ttmrt, howerer, 
pointed out obstacles to the speedy administration of 
justice, the natural consequanoes of a body so eon- 
stitnted ; and accordingly Tarkms plans, by eminent in- 
dividualsy were laid befbre the public, for the im- 
provement of the Supreme Civil Court of Scotland. 
Among these, that which proposed dividing the Court 
into two or more chambers or divisions, seemed the 
most likely to meet the wishes of all parties. 

A bill £br this purpose was brought in by Lord Greu- 
viUe to the House of Lords on the 18th of February 

1807, the basis of which was, to divide the Court into 
three chambers, of &fe judges each ;-^to have an inter- 
roediate Court of Review, consisting of the presidents 
<Mf the three chambers, the Lord Chief Baron, and a 
presiding Lord, from which evly appeals were to lie to 
the House of Lords,— and an establishment ibr the 
Irial by jury of civil canses. The heads of this bill 
were approved of by the Faculty of Advocates and 
Writers to the Signet, but it was ilnally lost by the re- 
tiring of Lord Orenville from the administration in 
March 1807. 

A new bill was, however, again brought in by Lord 
Chancellor Eldon, entitled, '^ An act concerning the ad- 
ministration of justice in Scotland, and concerning ap- 
peals to the House of Lordib," which, after some mo- 
difications, was finally passed into a law in the year 

1808. This act divided the judges into two chambers 
or divisions, of which the Jjstdi President was to pre- 
side in the First Division of seven, and the Lord Jus- 
tice Clerk in the Second of six ordinaiy lords. Eadi 
diivision was declared to have the same powers and pri- 
vileges possessed by the whole Court,-»-fi)ur to be a 
quorum. In the event of an equality of votes, ^e se- 
nior Lord Ordinary to be called in to give a casting 

11 
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vole. CmBmimkmn were also appointed to iDqaire 
into the admlmBtratioD of jastioe in Scotlaiid^"— as to 
die fiyrm of procen in the Court of Seirion,— and in 
what oflMB jury trial eoald he naeftdly catahlished, and 
MM voce evidence move cxtenstTdy introdnoed. The 
fiviaion of the Coort was provided to take place at 
their meeting for the winter session on 18th Norem- 
berlSOS. 

The jodfces prenonsly met on the SOth Octoher 
1806, and framed what is called an act of sederunt, 
regolating the division of the canaes and distribution 
of offiee-bearers, and enacting regulations for the pre- 
psiatory business under the management of the Ordi* 
nariee, and appointing that one fVom each division at- 
tend in the outer haU weekly, for forwarding the causes 
through the necessary stages. 

By subsequent acta and parliamentary regulations^ 
there are now four permanent Lords Ordinary, two 
from each division, who do not judge in eases before 
the Inner Court unless specially called on for the pur- 
pose, Init decide in all causes m the first instance in 
the Outer Court, and prepare cases for the Inner. 
Hie junior judge of the Court, oih&r than the four last 
mendoned, takes charge of all the business in the Bill- 
Chamber (which chieby conaists of summary appals 
from inferior courts) during Session iinie, and judges 
in matters of teinds or tithes, and in spedal cases that 
may be remitted to him by either division. On the 
death of any of the judges of the Innar Courts, the 
senior permanent Ordinary steps into his place, and 
the junior judge falls into the department of one of 
the permanent Lords Ordinary, while the new ap- 
pointed judge takes the Bill-Chamber. 
'* At the first meeting of the Court after the division 
into two chambers, the judges of the Second Division 
occupied the apartment above the lobby, now the Ex- 
chequer Court. But a new hall having been erected 
to the west of the Old Parliament Hall, or Outer-house, 
the judges, at authoriaed by his Mi^ty's warrant. 
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dated die 6th, prooeeded to bnnneM tbcve on the 14th 

November 1809. 

In the Court of Session are tried, not only aU ac- 
tions of debt and trespass, and all causes in civil af- 
fairs, but all matters of equity, there being no Court 
of Chancery in Scotland. They also hear and decide 
appeals from all inferior courts ; but the deciaiona of 
the Court of Session may be brought under the review 
of the House of Lords, the su|preme judicatory of Bri« 
tain. The. judges of both divisions united likewise 
form another court, which supplies the place of a com- 
mittee of the Scots Parliament, designated by the 
name of the CommUsioners for Plantation of Kirks 
and Faluation of Teinds ; and, in this capacity, judge 
concerning the livings of the dergy, tithes, and points 
connected with these. 

This court holds two terms or sessions in the year ; 
the first, of two months, caUed the Summer Session, 
commencing on the 12tb of May, and ending on the 
llth of July ; and the second, of four months, named 
the Winter Session, beginning on the 12th of Novem- 
ber, and ending on the llth of March, with the ex- 
cepdop of three weeks of recess during the Christmas 
holidays. During the vacations between the terms, 
however, one of the judges, weekly by rotation, called 
the Lord Ordinary on the BiUs^ attends for the dis- 
cussion of summary causes. 

The business of the Court is chiefly carried on in 
written pleadings, prepared by the advocates, first be- 
fore one of the Lords Ordinary, and afta: hk decisioB 
before one of the Inner Courts. When it is brought 
before the latter, a printed copy of the pleadings is 
furnished to every judge, and put into boxes appro- 
priated for this purpose, (each individual judge hav- 
ing a box for his own papers,) several days bef<Mre the 
cause is taken up. At the caUlng of the cause the ad- 
vocates and attorneys likewise attend, and support the 
statements in the printed pleadings, by vima voc^^ 
bates; and, in cases of weighty importance, thi^ 
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^efttUngs bst for aefcral days. After the first dedsioti 
of a cause in the Inner Cofurt^ the party who thinks 
himself aggrieved may again hring toe judgment he- 
fine the Conrt> hy what is termed a reclaiming peti- 
tion ; hot this most he given in hy a certain speafled 
time, while the drcnmstances of the case are recent in 
die memory of the judges. If no petition he present- 
ed within this space allowed, the decision oecomes 
final, and the only resource in this case is an appeal 
to the House of Lords. 

A Bill, however, is now in progress through parlia- 
ment, which win materially alter some parts of the 
present form of process, in 1SS3, a Parliamentary 
Commission was named to inquire and report upon the 
forms of the Scottish Supreme Civil Court, and after 
much investigation a very long report was prepared hy 
the Commissioners, recommending a variety of chang- 
es. A hill founded on the report was hronght in, 
and #ent a certain length, hut was ddayed in conse- 
quence of remonstrances horn Scotland, mat there had 
not h«en time to consider the suggestions of the Com- 
missioners. A new hill was intnSluced in the House 
of Lords, (1885f^ and is now in progress. Tlie prin- 
eipel changes which it proposes, relate to the first steps 
of procedure, after a cause is hronght into court, oUis- 
iog the parties to be much more accurate and defi- 
nite in their orisinal statements, so that the fiicts and 
law of the case, in so far as can be then ascertained, may 
form a matter of record, not to be subject to variation in 
statement, and loose pleadings, which it was complained 
were too fireqnent. It is also proposed in the new bill, 
to limit the power, which the judges possess at pre- 
sent, of frequently reviewing &eir own judgments. 
It is fhrther proposed, to place more than at present 
of the judges in the Outer House, as Lords Ordinary, 
for preparing and judging of causes in the first in- 
stance, and to have ordy four of the judges sitting in 
each of the Inner Divisions ; also to increase the 
elm of cases which ore to go to the Jury Coart« 
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and to add to the uamber of jtMi^ in that Cottit. 
The hill goes on to hitrdduce other altemtions ; bat as 
tha whole may be considenihly ahered^ beftnre it paases 
into a law, the exact remit cannot he at present stated* 
The judges of the Court of Session, from the time 
of their nomination by the Crown, both in their pri« 
▼ate and in their omciBl capacity, tdce the title of 
Lord, and have in oonrt purple robes^ tnmed up with 
crimson velvet. The salary of the Lord President is 
L.4300, and of the ordinary judges L.2000 per annum. 

Ju?y Court. 

The Commissioners appointed by ParHameut in 1808 
to inquire into the fitness of introducing trial by jury, 
in civil cases, into the Scottish judicial establishment, 
reported in May 1810, that if care was taken, " that 
no alleratiott of the munidpil law of Scotland should 
be af&eted by the institution, that the enabling the 
Court of SesaioD to direct issues of &ct to be tried by 
jury, might afford a safe fiiundatiou on which import* 
ant ekpenments might be made." This report lay un^ 
touched fbr several years, till, on the 30th of Novem- 
ber 1814, the Lord Chancellor introduced a hill for 
estafolisfaing this mode of triid in civil causes in Seof« 
land. This was withdrawn, and another amended bill 
brought under coDsideraition, on 16th February 1815, 
ia the House of Loi^s, which, after passing tnrougb 
the House of Commons, received the royal assent in 
April 181^^. The Court was opened at Edinburj^h on 
ddd January 1816, by the Lord Chief Comanssioner 
Adam, Lord Meadowbank, and Lord PitiQilly* Some 
tether modiifieationsfer exten^ng the practice of flue 
Court were sanctioned br an act of Parliament passed 
in 1819. The prindpal object of this act is to brktg 
the (sti»a more pertieolaffy adapted for trial by jury 
into court at once, at least nearly so^ without watting 
the preliminairy diffcuseion* in the Court of Session, 
and thus to avoid the delay winch die forms of that 
cDUfft necessarily cfpom tu the speedy decision of law- 
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wHi. The act alao auUioriMB the erection of a court 
room, and the necessary oflBces. The jodges of this 
ooort hold circait courts in the yacation hetween tenns. 
It the principal towns in the country. The Lord Chief 
Commissioner has a salary of L. 4000, and the two 
Lords Commissioners L. 600 each. The two latter 
have hitherto heen named from the judges of the 
Court of Session ; hut amemher of the Faculty of Ad- 
▼ocates, of a certain numher of years standing, may "he 
appointed. The new hill noticed in the former section 
proposes oonsiderahle changes in the Jury Court. 

Court of Jutiiciary. 

The Court of Justiciary is the supreme criminal ju- 
dicature in Scotland* It is composed of a Lord Jus- 
tice General, a Lord Justice Clerk, and fi?e Lords 
Commissioners. The office of Lord Justice General 
is merely a nominal one, and is now, it is heliered, to 
be ahoU&he^ altogether. The other judges, of whom 
the Lord Justice Clerk is president, hold at the same 
time the office of Judges in the Court of Session. 
The causes which come before this court are tried by 
a jury of iiiteen citizens, and the prosecutions are ear- 
ned on in the name of the Lord Advocate, for his 
Miyesty's interest, as public prosecutor, and are con- 
ducted in Court by his Lordship and deputes, the So- 
licitor-General, and the Agent tor the Crown. A ma- 
jority of the jury either acquits or condemns the de- 
linquent, unanimity in opinion not being essentiid. 
During the recess of the Court of Session, the judges 
of this court, twice in the year, go on circuits, through 
the di£ferent parts of the kingaom. It requires the 
msence of three of the judges to form the High 
Court which sits in Edinburgh, but one judge can 
hold a circuit court ; and it has been found, by a de- 
cision in 1763, that the judgments of circuit courts 
are not liable to be reviewed by the High Court of 
Justiciary. The jurisdiction of the court itself in 
criminal cases is supreme, and from their sentence 
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tlicn liefl no ippesl. The Locd Juitice OeMral baa « 
sikry of L. SOOO, the I^yd Justice Cleric L. 2000> sad 
the other judges L*. 600 each. All of diem, with the 
exception of the Lord Justice Grenersl, enjoy at the 
same time Bakiies as judges in the Court of Se88i<m, 
and any of the five ordinarr Lords of Justiciary may 
fdso be Commissioners of the Jury Court, thus h(dd« 
ing the situation of judges in three Supreme Courts. 

Cov.rt of Exchequer, 

At what time this oourt was erected in Seotland is 
not known. It seems, however, to have been formed 
on the plan of that of England, the constitution and 
practice of both courts being nearly tlfie seme. The 
name Exchequer seems to be derived from the Freneh 
Echiquier, a chequered cloth, with which the taUe at 
^which the jn^es sat was formerly, and is still, ooTer^ 
ed. This court is composed of four judges, one, who 
sits as president, with the title of Lord Chief Baron, 
and three ordinary Barons. Until very lately there 
were four ordinary Barons. They have fbur terms in 
the year, and all revenue causes are here tri^. The 
cases are decided by a jury of twelve ; and rthe Court 
of Exchequer, till very lately, was the only one in 
Scotland where matters of civil right were tried in 
this manner. The Lord Chief Baron has L. 4000 a 
year, and the other three Barons L. SOOO each. 

Facility of Advocates. 

The Faculty of Advocates hold the same sitttati<m 
as Barristers or Counsel in England* The affiurs of 
this Faculty are managed by a Dean, or president, a 
treasurer, clerk, and council, selected ftom the mem- 
b^ Besides the usual branches of a Hbend educa- 
tion, those who are admitted as advocates must have 
gone through a regular course of civil and Scoto law ; 
and if> after due examination in public and private l^ 
a committee appointed by the Faculty, the esttdidtfte 
be found quamied, he obtains permission to practise 
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M me of ibek number. Every mdvocate beaides pays 
to the society^ on being admitted, a sum, which hat 
at varioas periods been augmented, and is now L. 900 
Sterling. One half of this money goes to the support 
of the £brary belonging to the Faculty, which is by iSur 
the most valuable in Scotland. 

The Faculty of Advocates are su^'ect to the autho- 
rity of the judges of the Court of Session ; and from 
this body the bench is supplied with judges. The 
Sherii&deputes of the difi^nt counties of Scotland 
are likewise nominated from this society; and, since 
the union of the kingdoms, this profession has become 
in Scotland almost the only roaa to eminence. The 
Advocates and Writers to the Signet are, perhaps, tho 
most wealthy community in £dmburgb, and to the 
preponderance of these bodies, the soeiely in this dty 
owes mudi of its peculiar character. The number of 
advocates on the roll is nearly 400. 

Society of Writers to the Signet 

Connected with the Court of Session are the Society 
of Clerks or Writers to his Majesty's Signet. Their 
businesa is to subscribe the writs that pass the royal 
signet in Scotland, and practise as attorneys before the 
Coiurts of Session, Justiciary, and Jury Coiurt. The 
members also possess the exclusive privilege of direct- 
ing other branches of legal practice, and are the prin- 
apal conveyancers of the country. The office o£ Keeip» 
er of the Signet is very lucrative; but the business is 
perforEscd hf » depmy and clerks. The qualifications 
&r admission into this body are an apprenticeship for 
five yean wrdi one of the members, aflter two years 
attendance at the universifty, and attendance on a 
ODuvse of lectures o» eonveyancing, given hf a lecturer 
appointed by the socitty, (who now enjoys a Profes« 
sor'a Chair is the University,) and also on the Scots 
law elais in the Univearsity. 

Tbit WidovRa' Sehtne oi* the Society of Writers to 
the Signet was^ fialind upon a plan similar to that of 
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the cleigy, and receive^ the sanction of Paihament in 
1803. Some further improTementa were made on this 
plan by an act procured in 1818. The capital for 
every hundred memhers is^ by this act^ tobe L. 30,000. 
The number of members on the roll ia at present about 
530. 

Solicitors before the Supreme Courts. 

Besides the Writers to the Signet^ who eigoy the 
right to conduct exclusively certain In^nches of legal 
procedure, there is another society of practitioners, 
who act as attorneys before the Session, Justiciary, and 
Jury Courts. They are of very long standing in the 
courts, and were lately incorporated under the title of 
Solicitors before the Supreme Courts. This society is 
pretty numerous. 

The judges of the Courts of Session^ Justiciary, and 
Exchequer, with the members of the Faculty of Ad« 
vocates, aftd Society of Writers to the Signet, and So- 
ciety of Solicitors, with the officers of court, form, as 
before mentioned, an incorporation, instituted by James 
v., called the College of Justice, of which the judges 
of the Court of Session enjoy the title of Senators. 

Parliament House, 

This building, which is now occupied by the Court 
of Sesd<Hi, at least what is called the Out^ House, was 
formerly Uie place where the Scottish Parliament met. 
It was beffun to be erected in the year 163S^ and was 
completed in 1640, at an expence of L. 11,600 Ster- 
ling. It occupies part of the south and the whole of 
the west sides of the square Co which it gives its name. 
The old building is 133 feet long, by 98 broad in. the 
wid^t endy and 60 in the narrowest. In the back 
part it is 60 feet high, but, on account of the inequa- 
lity of the ground, the north and east fronts are (mly 
40 feet. Over the original entrance ftom the east were 
the arms of Scotland, with allegorical figures of Mercy 
and Truth for supporters, and this inscripti^Hii Stant 
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hisfiUeia regna ; under the anus the motto Uni 
umonem. But the whole front of the andent building 
WM fkced ap» and covered by an open arcade in the 
Grecian style of architecture^ begun in 1807, and the 
Mdy part of the building whidi remains in its former 
state IS the great hall where the Soottidb Parliament 
met. This hall is 192 ftet long by 49 broad. The 
roof is of oaky arched^ and ele^^uy finished* The 
Court of Session, before its divisum into chambers, sat 
in an adjoining room, of much smaller dimensions^ 
whic^ was formerly appropriated for the meeting of 
the Privy CoundL This apartment, after the division 
of the Court, was enlar|;ed and neatly fitted up for the 
jttd^pes of the First Division, and a marble statue of the 
late President Blair, by Chan^, was, in 1818, pkced 
behind the chair of the presiding judge. 

A new room, finished in 1808j was likewise erected 
fi# the judf^ of the Second Division, entering firom 
the west side of ^e great Hall; and the statue of 
President Forbes* whidi formerly stood in a niche ia 
the Outer Hall, was removed to this CourUroom, and 
l^ced behind the chair of the Lord Justice Clerk. 
This statue was executed by Houbihac at the expence 
of the Faculty of Advocates. 

In the great hall was also erected, in 1818, a statue 
of the late Lord Viscount Melville by Clumcry. It 
stands upon a pedestal near the north end of the rocm* 

An addition was likewise, in 1819, built to the 
south end of the Parliraaent House, containingj in the 
lower slory, a new library room, 41 by 39 feet, for the 
Faculty of Advocates, communicating with their old 
apartments on the ground floor, and two court-rooms 
on the floor above, upon a level with, and entering 
from the large hall, for two of the Lords Ordinary. 
These rooms are SO feet by 19 each, and are lighted 
from the top by lantern lignts. The windows of the 
great hall have been altered to correspond with the 
style of the apartment, which is lined with oak about 
six foet high all around. . The other two Lords Or- 
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i&auj still remain in the Outer Hall, and recessed 
niches have been made for their aeoommodation. 

The Seotdsh Court of Ezdiequer occupies the apart* 
menta abore, and to the east of the Parliament House, 
in the second floor. The Coort-room is nearly semi- 
drcnlar. The Jury Court also hold their sittings in 
this room. The Cimrt of Justiciary, in their sittings 
at Edinburgh, meet in the Coart-room of the Second 
Division of the Court of Session. 

The valuable library of the Faculty of Advocates 
occupies the ground floor of the Parliament House, 
and the upper pert of the adjacent building, erected 
for this purpose, and for the fibrary of the Society of 
Writers to the Signet. The halls of those learned 
bodies, in which they severally hold their general meet- 
ings, are verv ele^t, and much resorted to by 
strangers visiting the city. 

The equestrian sUtue of Charles II. in the FttiiA- 
ment Square has been much admired. It waa cast in 
Holland, is composed of lead, and cost L.815 Sterling. 
The inscription on the pedesta], which had been re- 
moved from some cause, was discovered onl v a few 
years ago in clearing out a cellar under the Advocates' 
Library, and was replaced in the pedestal. But it hav- 
ing been discovered that the left dioulder of the hone 
was settling down, the figures were removed from the 
pedestal in August 18)24 for repair. This was no- 
compliahed in suety, though not without considerabk 
difficulty, by the erection of perpendicdar aupporls 
and a horisontal httm, to which a block and tackle 
were affixed ; and though some of the minor ropes 
gave way in the attempt, yet neither the horse nor nis 
rider were materially injured. 

Reffister Office, 

The Idea of erecting a building for preserving the 
public records waa first suggested by the kte £u>l of 
Morton, Lord Raster of tertJand. The Soottiah re- 
cords have been left imperfect firom a variety of causes. 
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Edward I. is said to litre envied off or destroyed 
auny of tbem ; and afterwarda Oliver Cromwell car* 
lied off the remainder. At the RestoratioD aome of 
tlMBe which had heen taken by Cromwell were sent 
back to Scotland by aea ; but unfortunately one of the 
▼eaiela which brought them was shipwrecked ; and the 
records brought hy the other had not then been pro* 
pedy arranged. The place where they were kept, too, 
was such as did not insure safety from accidents oy fire. 
The £tf 1 of Morton, therefore, to provide a place where 
tbey might be kept in safety in future, obtained fVom 
his late Migesty a grant of lllS,000 Sterling, out of the 
money arising from the sale of the forfeited estates. 
The plan of the present building was accordingly de- 
signed by Mr Robert Adam, and the foundation-stone 
was laid on the 17^ of June 1774. The ceremony 
was performed under a discharge of artillery^ in pre- 
sage of the Judges of the Courts of Session and Exche- 
quer, and in the sight of a multitude of spectators. A 
bnss plate was put into the foundation-stone, with the 
following inscription engrayed upon it : — Conservandis 
TabmUs Pttblicis PosUmn est, anno M,Dcc,LXziy, 
mumifieientia ofiUmi et pieiisnmi PrinciftU Oeorgii 
Teriii, In a glass Tsse, hermetically aealed, which 
wae also placed in the foundation-stone, are deposited 
specimens of the different coins of his late Miyesty. 

This noble edifice stands at the east end of Prince's 
Street, about 40 feet back from the line of the street, 
and its fiont looks southward along the North Bridge. 
The length of the fh>nt, firom east to west, is 200 feet ; 
the breidth, including the diameter of the dome, is 
120 feet The part of the building at first erected was 
only part of the intended plan ; but the necessary ac- 
cumulation of pubHc papers requiring a tother exten- 
sion, the additional bmldings were b^gun in 1822, and 
are now finished. The bulding consists of a square 
of 900 feet, with a dome of 50 feet diameter in the 
centre. This dome is lighted firam the t(» by a win- 
dow, 15 feet in diameter, the ficame of which is of cop- 
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per. A statue of his late Majety, in marble^ by the 
Hon. Mrs Darner^ stands under Uie dome. At eadi 
corner of the front is a little projection with a Venetian 
window^ and on the top a beautifhl stone baUitttrade^ 
with a small cupola. In the middle is anotfwr pro- 
jection^ three windows in breadth^ and four Corinthian 
pilasters, supporting a pediment, within which there it 
m composition the royal arma of GreatOEtrttHiii. The 
fh)nt is ornamented with a fine entablature of the Co- 
rinthian order; and the grand outer staircase is parti- 
cularly elegant. 

In the wails in the inside of the building are nume- 
rous arched divisions, disposed into presses for holding 
the records, the access to which is by a hanging galle- 
ry, which encircles the whole edifice. Elegant stair- 
cases lead to the chambers where the records are kept, 
and the apartments of the clerks. This edifice, which 
is the most beautiful of Mr Adam's designs, is suf- 
ficient to perpetuate his name, were there no other 
monuments of his taste, as an architect of the first 
merit. 

The Lord Register has the chief direction of the bu- 
siness carried on in this office, and the principal clerks 
of the Court of Session are his deputies. These have 
a number of inferior clerks under them for carrying 
on the affairs of the Court of Session, and other mat- 
ters which belong to the institution. The Lord Re- 
gister is a minister of state in this country. He fbr- 
merly collected the votes of the Parliament cf Scotland^ 
and still, by himself or his deputies, collects those of 
the peers, at the election of the sixteen who represent 
the body of the Scottish nobility in the Briti^ Par- 
liament. 

The internal arrangements of this office have of late 
years been much improved, and every thing connected 
with the arrangement and preservation of the public 
records of the country put on the best fbotlng, under 
the superintendence of Thomas Thomson, Esq. advo- 
cate, the present depute-derk register. 



COURT OF ADMIRALTY AND GOMHISSARY COURT. I3S 

Court of Admiralty, 

The Soottifih Court of Admiralty is Tery andent ; 
bat the forai of their proceedingB of old is not much 
known, as most of their ancient records are lost. The 
Lord High Admiral was, hef<«e the Union, his Majes* 

Sr's lieutenant and juBtioe-gen^al on the seas, and in 
1 ereeks, harhonrs, aij^ navigaUe riyers heneath the 
first bridge. He exercised his jnrisdiction by deputies, 
the judge of the High Court of Admiralty, and the 
jud^ of the infericNr courts in diflferent districts. By 
an article of the Union, the jurisdiotion of the Admi- 
ralty in Scotland is said to be under the Lord High 
Admiral of Great Britain ; but this does not seem to 
ia&r jurisdictimi in a judidal capacity; for the decrees 
of the Admiralty Court are in civil cases subject to the 
Court of Session, and in criminal to that of the Justi- 
ciary. 

Tfae judge of the Hig^ Court of Admiralty is ap- 
pointed by the Lord Vice- Admiral ci Scotland, an o& 
fioer of state nominated by the Crown ; and those of 
the infMor oourts by the judge of the High Court. 
Tbey have a jurisdiction in all maritime cases, civil or 
criminal ; and, by prescription, the High Court has 
acquired a jurisdictioB in mercantile causes, nowise 
maritime, at least where both parties prorogate, or 
agree to the Jurisdiction. The Lord Vice-Admiral 
has • salary of L. 1400^ and the Judge- Admiral a sala- 
ry ^ L.800 a-year. 

Commissary Court* 

This court was instituted by Queen Hory, in the 
year 146S, in place of the jurisdiction exercised by the 
oileiala of iksnops, befbre the reformation of religion 
in Seotland. It consists of four commissaries or ju^^es ; 
and its original establishment has been confirmed by 
sevend acts of Parliament. In this court are judged 
tfl matrhnonial cases ; and its jurisdiction in these ex- 
tends over Scotland. Other cases (H*e also judged h^re. 
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such as lestamentary causes^ &c. ; bat the jurisdictioii 
of the comroissariee extends in these only over the 
three oountie«» East^ West, and Mid-Lothian. To this 
court also bebngs the privilege of confirming the wills 
or testaments of natives who die abroad^ and those of 
persons who die in Scotland without any settled resi- 
dence. From the decisions of the judges of this court 
an appeal lies to the Court o^" Session. The Coorty 
having no recess, is always open ibr hearing and deter- 
mining consistorial causes. The judges have a salary 
of L. 600 each ; but their situation does not prednde 
them from practising as banisters before the Court (^ 
Session. 

Besides this, called the Supreme Commisfiary Court, 
there were, until verjr lately, inferior commissaries 
having powers in districts, wnich embraced all ScoW 
land. But these inferior commissariots were all abo- 
lislied by an Act of Parliament in 1823, and their ju- 
risdiction was devolved upon the sherifis of counties, 
who are now therefore also commissaries in their se- 
veral sheriffdoms. This act also abolished the power 
which the Edinburgh commissaries possessed of judg- 
ing in actions for the recovery of civil debts, not ex- 
ceeding L. 40 Scots, and madEe a variety of other regu- 
lations for conducting their business. 

Ltfon Court. 

The principal officer in this court is Lyon King at 
Arms, whose office, before the Union, was to arrange 
the ceremonies of the coronations of the Scottish prin- 
ces, and on other public occasions; to inspect the 
arms of the nobilitv ; and to grant supporters to the 
arms of new created peers. Under the Lyon King at 
Arms are six heralds and an equal number of pursui- 
vants* These, in their dress of ceremony, and attend- 
ed by the other officers of this court, publish at the 
Cross of Edinburgh all proclamations issued by his Ma- 
jesty. This Court has a liberty of visiting the arms of 
the nobility and gentry, to distinguish them by proper 
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diff cfe u ee g , and to register them in their books. The 
ftes fiyr registradon are for thoae of a nobleman twen- 
ty merka Scottish ; of a knight ten merks ; and of aJl 
others who have a right to Mar arms^ fire merks. 

Sheriff' Court. 

As Soothmd is divided into counties, shires, or 
Btewartries, the sherifFor steward, the king's lieute- 
nant, anciently enjoyed an extensive jurisdiction, civil 
and criminal. He reviewed the decrees of the baron 
courts within his territories ; he mustered the roilita* 
ry companies of militia^ whose exercises were known 
by the name of weapon shewing; and the same office 
is now renewed in the establishment of the militia of 
Scotland, the officers of which receive their commit- 
sions fhHn the lord lieutenant and high steward^ or 
sheriff of the county. 

The sheriff-depute is a Ic^ officer, wholly distinct 
fiom, and independent of, the high sheriff. The office 
was established by act 90th Geo. II. c. 48, by which it 
was declared, that a sheriff^epnte should be appoint- 
ed to every county of Scodand, who must be an advo- 
cate of thne years standing. The dieriff-depute is ap- 
pointed by the crown. He receives the royal revenues 
ftom the collectors within his district, which he pays 
into the Exchequer ; he summons juries for the triids 
helBofte the Court of Justiciary ; and returns, as a mem- 
ber of parliament for the county, the person who has a 
majority of suffiragea upon the roll of the freeholders. 
The sheriff has also a civil jurisdiction in all cases, ex- 
cept in a contest for the property of a landed estate ; 
and a criminal one in cases of theft and other smaller 
crimes. The office of sheriff was formerly hereditary 
in the great families ; but, by the above act of Geo. II., 
this and all other hereditary offices were dissolved or 
aanezed to the oown. The sheriff-depute is endtled 
to name a substitute, fbr whom he is roponsible ; but 
the latter is paid by the crown, and the substitutes 
have now salaries little inferior to the deputes. The 
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decrees of SherifTeoiirts ure sul^Jiect to review by the bq- 
preme Courts of Session and Justiciary. The salsriet 
of the sheriff'depntes vary fh>in L.300 to L.500. The 
sheriff of Edinburghshire lias UBOO, and the sheriff of 
Lanarkshire L. 600. 

The Justice of Peace Court, 

The oriffin of Justice of Peace is of no earlier origiB 
in Scothmd than 1609. At that period the king was 
authorized by Parliament to name commissioners for 
binding over disorderly persons to appear before the 
justiciary or privy-eouncu. Bv subsequent acts these 
justices were empowered to judge in riots and breach- 
es of the peace ; to regulate highways, bridges, and 
ferries;— to execute the law against vagrants and beg- 
gars ;'-^ judge upon transgressors of the game laws, 
and frauds against the revenue, besides many other 
iHrandies of jurisdiction* But in Edinburgh, most of 
the onuses which come before justices in the country 
are decided by the magiistrates and sheriff; and the 
principal business of the justices of the peace in Edin* 
Durgh comes before them as a court for the speedy set* 
tlement of debts under L. 6, commonly called the Small 
Debt Court. A bill in Parliament is now in progress for 
extending the jurisdiction of this court to L.100 Scots, 
or L. 8, 6s. 8d. This court sits weekly in Edinburgh, 
and at intervals in the dlfierent villages of the county ; 
the parties state their cases themselves, and the expen- 
ces of a suit are provided not to exceed 68^ Upwards 
of 5000 cases are annually decided by this court. The 
justices attend in rotation. This court, as well as that 
of the Sberifi^ is held in the new buildings for the 
county lately erected* 

Solicitors before the Iriferior Courts, 

Besides the bodies of Writers to the Signet and So^* 
licitors of Supreme Courts, there is SEUOther body of 
law practitioners, who exclusively conduct the cause* 
whicn come before the Admiralty, Commissary, She- 
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riff and Bailie Courts. They were inoorporated in 
1780, and are generally called Solidtora at Law. The 
body at ^eaent oonsiaU of about 60 members. 

New County HaiL 

Thia bfulding, for the meetings of the county, 
8tinda at the western termination of the new library 
rooms of the Advocates and Writers to the Signet. 
The phm is taken from one of the finest models of an« 
tiquity, the Temple of Erectheus in the Acropolis of 
Athens. A model of this temple having been seen in 
Fans by Sir William Rae, then sheriff of the county, 
be recommended it to the county and to the oommis- 
ffloners; and that eminent architect, Mr Archibald 
EDiot, who had previously furnished a design in the 
Grecian Doric style, having examined the fragments 
among the Elgin marbles, prepared a plan, in which 
he adhered most scrupulously to the proportions, and 
otherwise assumed as much of the ancient temple as 
could with propriety be introduced into a modem 
building, intended for a different purpose. 

The principal entrance is taken from the Choragic 
monument of Tbrasyllus. The portico in front is sup* 
pcM'ted by four very large fluted Ionic columns ; and 
two columns of the same order ornament the ncHth 
front to ^e Lavnimarket 

The length of the eastern front of this building is 
102 feet 10 inches, and the northern front is about 67 
feet. The interior is laid out in a large hall, 60 feet 
by 87 feet ; a court room 44 feet by SO, both 28 feet 

Sh ; a committee room, &c. in the principal floor, 
e other floors are laid out in offices for the sheriff, 
sheriff-clerks, &c. It was b^gun in February 181<l, 
and finished in the soring of 1819. The expenee of 
the erection amonntea to L. 16,000. 

Convention of Royal Burghs. 

Thia court was instituted in the reign of James III., 
and was appointed to be held at Inverkeithing ; but 

m8 
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H does not appear that it met earlier thaii '\S6% Siiioe 
that period^ its constitation has been considerably al-^ 
tered, not only by acts of Parliament^ bal ako by its 
own decrees. The Convention at present meets annu- 
ally in Edinburgh, and consists of two deputies from 
each burgh. The Lord Provost of Edinburgh is per- 
petual president, and the city clerks of Edinburgh ate 
derfcs to the Convention. The points of this court 
chiefly respect the establishment of regolationa con- 
cerning trade and commerce ; and to thii^ purpoM tho 
Convention has established, and, ih>m tine to tiiiQ#, 
renewed articles of staple contract with the town of 
Campvere, in HoUand. As the royal buighs pay a 
sixth port of the sum imposed as a land-tax upon the 
counties of Scotland, the Convention is empowered to 
consider (he state of trade and revenues in the indivi- 
dual burghs^ and to assess their respeetive proportions. 
This court has also been in use to examine the ooi»« 
duct <^ magistrates in their administration of the burgh 
revenue, although this properly comes under the juris* 
diction of the Court of Exchequer, and to give sanc- 
tiony upon particular occasions, to the common-council 
ef burghs, to alienate a part of the burgh estate. The 
Convention likewise consider and arrange the political 
uts or constitutions of the different burghs, and regu- 
late matters concerning elections before them. The 
Convention meet in an aisle of the cathedral church of 
St Giles, Edinburgh. 

Board of Customs* 

The Board of CusCDras consists of one resident and 
two assistant commissioners, who manage the oolleo- 
tionr of his Majest/s custorae in Scotland* ITnder 
these $m a scci-etary, and a number of other ofitors 
for conducting the differtot departments of business. 
This Board formerly occupied the back part of the 
buildings of tlie Royal Exchange, liow occupied as the 
Ci^ C&imbers. But they removed some years ago to 
Beuevue House, which Id now included in the extend- 
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ed New Tcnrn of Edinburgh, and fonns the eastern 
terminatkm of Great King Street ; and the office is now, 
«mder new ai^ngements, to be transferred to Leith. 

Board of Excise, 

The Board of Excise for Scotland is likewise manag*- 
ed by one resident and two assistant oensmissbnearB, a 
flMtttory, and a number of other officers. This Boards 
upon the remoYal of the officers of the cnstoms to 
iJei^^ ave to occupy the house at Belletue. Their 
ibmier office in St Andrew Square has been purchased 
by the Royal Bank. 

Post Office* 

Hie Genera] Post Office of Scotland was estabiisfaed 
in its pre»»t form by an act of Parliament in 1710. 
Before this p^iod, there were regular posts in the 
country to a fow of the principal towns ; but the ad- 
taatages of posts seem not to have been duly appreciated 
in a nation at that time without much trade. In 1635, 
Charles IT. A)>peinted a post between London and 
Edinburgh ; and in 1<$#2, a post was established be- 
tween Scotland and Ireland. Seven years afterwards, 
a post was appcnnted to run, twice a^week, between 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen, and (»ice a-wedc between 
Edinburgh and InTemess. The Post Office received 
the sanction of Parliament in 1695, at which period 
posts weqte established over the whole country: But 
so little productive was the revenue from this source, 
that> in the year 1698, Sir Robert Sinclair of Stevenson 
hod a grant ttom King William of the whole revenue 
of the Tost Office of Scotland, with a pension of L.300 
M#* aumum to keep up (Ale post^ which grant Sir Bo* 
Dert, after deliberation, gave up, as disadvairtaseout. 
la 1703 the revenue of the Post Office of Edinburah 
was K 11,949 jyet (mnum ; and in 178S> owing to me 
increase of trade and correspondence, the same revenue 
was upward of L. 40,000. The revenue is now up- 
wards of L. 150,000. 
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The Penny Po6t> a considerable branch of this esta- 
blishment, was first established in Edinburgh, by an 
individual unconnected with the Post Office, about the 
year 1776. This sin^;ular individual, Peter WiUiam- 
son, whose Life, published by himself, contains an ao- 
oount of his being kidnapped when a boy, and sent to 
America, and his residence, for years, among the North 
American Indians, by whom he had been tsS:en prison- 
er, kept a co£fee->room in the great hall of the Parlia- 
ment House, part of which was then partitioned off 
for shops, about the year 1775. In the course of his 
business he was frequently employed by the gentlemen 
attending the courts to send letters for them, and he 
kept a man delivering these letters for a trifle to his 
customers for some time before he seems to have iSmn- 
ed the idea of a r^;ular establishment for taking in let- 
ters for delivery to any part of the town. In the year 
1779 he removed to tne Luckenbooths, a ridge of 
buildings in the centre of the High Street, now taken 
down; by which time he had established a regular 
penny^post. Mr Williamson had at this period four 
men constantly employed in delivering letters. They 
went about the streets in a uniform dress, ringing a 
bell, to apprize those who wished to employ them of 
their approach. But the regular post establishment 
soon became sensible of the importance of this branch 
of business to their revenue ; and entered into a trans- 
action with Mr Williamson for the transference of his 
right to the General Post Office. 

The business of the General Post Office is managed 
by a Postmaster-General, a secretary^ and a number of 
clerks. The building formerly occupied by the Post 
Office was situated at the northern extremity of the 
western range of buildings on the North Brid^. But, 
bdng too small for the establishment, a new Post 
Office has been erected in Waterloo Place, to the east 
ai the arch of the Regent Bridge, with extensive ac- 
commodations for the business of this important pub- 



UAOlMtLAtr or XDINBUEOH. 141 

lie office. Berides this there are in different mttB of 
the etty phoet iippointe<l for the reception ofletten, 
ondcr the iapcrintendence of the General Poet Office. 



MUNICIPAL ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Magistracy ofEdinimrgh^ 

Edinburgh is governed by a town-oonncil of thir« 
t^- three members^ who have the direction of all pab> 
he affidrs within die jurisdiction of the city. The or* 
dinary councfl, however^ consists only of twenty-five 
members ; the remaining eight are named extraordtfu^^ 
ry. The whole is composed of merchants and trades- 
meoj whose respective powers and interests were, by 
the constitution of the bnrgh^ intended to be so inter- 
woven, that an equal balance should be preserved be- 
tween the two parties. 

Hie chief magistrate, whose office is much the same 
wiih that of the Lord Ma^or in London, is here sXyled 
the Lovd Provost. He is high sheriff, coroner, and 
admiral, within the dtv and liberties, and the town, 
ludrbour, and road-steaa of Leith. He has a jurisdic- 
tioh in matters of life and death, now in desuetude ; 
and, before the Union, was an officer in the Scottish 
Parliament. He is also President of the Convention 
of Royal Burghs. In the dty he has the precedency 
of an the great officers of state, and of the nobility ; 
walking on the right hand of the king, or of his ma- 
jesty's commissioner and respresentative, and enjovs the 
privily of having a sword and mace carried before 
nim. The allowance to the Lord Provost firom the dty 
fiands, for supporting the dignity of the office, is only 
L. 800 per annum. 

Besiaes the Provost are four magistrates called Bai- 
lies, whose duty is nearly equivalent to that of the al- 
dermen in London. There is also an officer, with the 
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title of Dean of Guild, who has the eharge of the puh- 
lie buildiiigB^ and without whoee warrant no house can 
be erected within the city. The other members of the 
council are a treasurer, whose office is only nominal, 
(the money of the city being kept by a person with the 
title of Chamberlain^) three merchant, and two trades' 
oouncillws, and the fourteen deacons of the incorpo- 
rated trades, who, with seven members of the council 
of the foregoing year, complete the magistracy by which 
the dty and suburbs is governed. 
The Merchant Company, from whom the principal 

gart of the town-council are chosen, were incorporated 
y a charter from King Charles II. on the 29th of Oc- 
tober 1681. Before this period, the merchants of Ed- 
inburgh formed a corporation caUed the Guildrif, from 
which, for several ages, the magistrates were solely 
elected, td the exdusion of the persons belonging to the 
Crafts or incorporated trades. 

By an act of Parliament, however, in the reign of 
James III., each of the incorporated trades were em- 
powered to choose one of their number to vote in the 
election of officers for the government of the city ; 
and by a decreet-arbitral, dated the 93d of April 1588^ 
ill which King James VI. himself was umpire, the 
present set or constitution of the burgh was finally es- 
tablished. 

The fourteen incorporated trades of Edinburgh are 
as follows : — 

1* Surgeons. — This incorporation was erected by 
the magistrates on the let of July 1505. As in other 
countries of Europe, the profession was, at its first 
erection, conjoined with tlie barbers, and both these 
oc^rpations were exercised by the same persons. 

The charter of erection was confirmed by James IV. 
on the 13th of October 1506 ; and Queen Mary, ^ 
enable the members to attend more closely on tbetf 
patients and studies, did, by her letters-patent, of the 
11th May 1567, exempt them from attending JQ^i^ 
watching and warding within the dty and liberties of 
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Idnribnrg^ These grants were oonfirmed by James 
VI. in 1613, as they likewise were by parliament on 
the 17th of NoYember 1641. 

In the year 1657, the town-oooncil, on the applica- 
tion (^ some of the members of this incorporation, 
erected the suigecms and apothecaries into one commu- 
nity « This erection was confirmed by Charles II. in 
1670, and by William and Mary in 1694, with an ad- 
ditional grant of liberty to practise in some of the 
nei^boorin^ counties. The arts of surgery and 
pharmacy bemg thus united, Uie corpcnration udd aside 
the profession of the barber art. They continiKd, 
however, to supply the necessities of the town in this 
department, by appointinff a su£Scient number of per- 
sons qualified to shaye and dress hair, under their in- 
spection. 

The incorporation continued in this state till the 
year 1722, when the Court of Session by a decree en- 
tirely separated the barbers fiom the suigeons. The 
toner, howeyer, are still obliged to register their ap- 
pientioes along with those of thehr more deyated ocm- 
Uagoea; but the two professions, so widely di^rent 
in the qualifications required fer each, are now separat- 
ed fer eyer. 

The surgeons were agsdn incorporated by a royal 
charter, dated the 14th cf March 1778, under the title 
of The Royal College of Su^eons. The hall ibr the 
meetings of this society stands in Surgeons' Square. 
In it are a number of portraits of celebrated characters 
connected with the society. Here is also a theatre for 
dissections, and a small museum* 

2. Gb/ldfmtt^.— The society of Goldsmiths was in 
andent times attached to the incorporation known by 
the name of Hammermen. From this society they 
were separated by the magistrates of the city in 1581, 
and erected into a distinct body. This erection was 
afterwards confirmed by royal charters. The gold- 
smiths oi Edinburgh liad a power of Inspecting and 
regulating all the vessels of silver and gold, manufac- 



tuied not onhr in the dtyf btti in odwr parte of Soot- 
land ; and likewise to deploy all that was fbond fake 
or counterfeit^ and punish the offenders by fine or im- 
priflonsoent. This community had fimnorly a hall in 
the Parliament Square for tra«ssctiug their business ; 
but it was destroyed by fire. The hall of the corpora- 
tion is now in South Bridge Street. 

3. Skiimers^^^Tho society of Skinners or Glovers 
was fi)rmed into a eorpomte body about the year 
16&6, and their charter was confirmed by the magi- 
strates with some restxietionSy in 1630. The hall of 
this incorporation is in the lane called from it Skinners 
Close. 

4. Furriers.'^The society of Furriers is verv an- 
cient ; but their original charters being lost, it iis im- 
possible to ascertain with accuracy the time of itek 
first erection into an incorporation. By a petition of 
l^s body to the magistrates, however, in the year 
l&dS, comi^aining of the auaroachraents of the tajuors 
9nd skinners on Sm brandi of art, and in which diey 
state themselves to have been at that time a ^' oaUing 
of ane verie antient standing within Inirgh," they may 
be supposed to h^ve existed as a body a considerable 
time prior to this date. 

5. ffammermenff'^The Hammermen were first erect- 
ed into a l)ody corporate by the town.>council in 148S. 
At this time they consisted of the arts of blacksmiths, 
goldsmiths, lorimers, saddlers, cutlers, and bucklers or 
armourers. The goldsmiths were separated from the 
hammermen (as already mentioned) in l^Hl ; but 
they have since received an addition to their number 
of sev^-al other branches of art, such as founders, cop- 
persmiths, &C. which has increased the number g( 
trades belonging to this incorporation to seventeen. 
In its corporate capacity, this society are patrons of the 
Hammermen in the suburbs of Portsburgh and PoC- 
terrow, as they A>rmerly were of those in the town of 
Leith. Their hall of meeting is in the small' ancient 
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Ohapel of St Mary Magdalen, hi the ttieet named the 
Cowgate. 

6. and 7. ITr^lf afMlJira«>iM.--Theaetwohranches 
of art were first formed into an incorporation by an act 
of die mi^atratea of Edinborsh in 1475, and their 
diarter was confirmed by sereru lUccesaiTe aoTereigns. 
At this time it consisted of these two professions oiSy ; 
bat several others at dififarent times were added. By 
a decree of the Court of Session in 1703, Uie bow- 
makers, glasiers, plmnbers, and upholsterers, were add- 
ed to ihe masons ; and to the wrights were attached 
the painters, slaters, sierewrig^tSy and coopers. This 
incorporation had formerly a hall in the lane named 
Niddry's Wynd, which, naving been built on the 
rite of an ancient chapel dedicate to the Holy Virgin, 
W88 called St Mary's ChapeL In the course of theim- 
pEorements of the«ity ibis hall was pulled down ; but 
the incoraoration erected a new one in Burnet's Close, 
which still retains the ancient name. 

A picture, which was painted fbr the incorporation 
in 1781, by one Chalmere, herald painter, and contain- 
ing a ftOl length portrait of a fteeman of each of the 
tr»ies in the habit of their profession, had been r^ 
moved when their old place of meetins was taken 
down. This picture, unaccountablv nualaid, was af- 
terwurds puroiased at a pubHc sale by the Earl of 
Budian finr seven guineas ; but his Lordship, on learn- 
ing the wish of the incorporation to have it replaced in 
their hall, very handsomely presented it to them, fiir 
whidi his Lordship receiveld the thanks and the free- 
dom of this body on the 16th May 1814. 

8. Tat2ori.--This society first applied to the magi- 
strates fyr their sanction to the laws of the body in the 
year 1500 ; but they seem to have been formed into a 
regular corporation before this period. Subsequent 
mntB, with ample privileges, were conferred upon 
the.tailora by the magistrates, in 1531 and 1684, which 
were confirmed by Kings James V. and VI. To this 
incorporation anciently belonged the superiority and 

If 
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of all tbe tailon within the salmrtMi of Edin- 
burgh and town of Leitb ; and they stOl retain the sa* 
periority orer those in the more andent saburhs. This 
body had the honour to receive a letter from James 
VI., requesting the freedom of the incorporation ftr 
one Alexander Millar, gratis, on account of his '' gude 
aerrioe in making and working the abnkiements of 
oore awin persone." 

. 9. Baktn.^'The time when this fraternity were 
orected into an incorporation is unknown. It must 
have been, however, before the year 1622, as by a 
|;rant from the common council in that year, conoem* 
ing the grinding of com at the town milb, diey tq^ 
pear to nave had a deacon and master. The members 
of this corporation have the sole privilege of baktng" 
bread within the city ; but the Court of Session has 
lately fbund that bread may be sold within the city 
imd liberties, provided it has been baked without the 
same. 

10. Fleskers.'^The Fleshers or Butchers are a very 
ancient incorporation ; but the precise time of their 
being established into a society is not with certainty 
known. The first laws and regulations for this body, 
however, were granted by the magistrates of the city 
in 1488 ; which makes it probable that they had not 
been long formed into a fraternity before that period. 

11. Cordiners,'^'Vht Cordiners or Shoemakers were 
erected into an incorporate body by a charter from the 
town-council in the year 1449. Their charter was 
confirmed by an additional one in lSS6f and received 
the royal sanction of James VI. in 1598. 

IS. Weavers. — The Wehsters or Weavers of Edin- 
burgh were formed into a fraternity by the magistrates 
on the 31 St January 1475. 

13. Wankers. — This society seems to have been 
incorporated bv the magistrates of the city about the 
year 1500. Tne trade of Hatters was conjoined with 
them in 1672, and they now form one incorpora- 
tion. 
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14. ^oMielMaleerif ^— This trade was aadenUy aU 
tadiod to the inooiporatioa of Waukoa; but firom 
these they were separated, and erected into a distinet 
body by tiie magistrates in the yesr 1530. About the 
middle of the seTenteenth centurv, by die introductioBi 
o£ the wearing of hats in place of bonnets, this society 
was nearly dissolTed ; but, up(m an applioatiMi to this 
towD-council in 1684, the tnMle of a LiUUr or Dyer 
was united to them, although the incorporation sliU 
goes under its former name. 

Candlemakers. — The Candlemakars form an ineer- 
poraAed trade in Edinburgh, though they have not the 
pri^effe of sending a member to the common-coun- 
cil. They lost this privile^ in 16SS, by not produc- 
ing their charter and sigmng the reference made in 
that vear to the arbiters appointed by James VI., at 
whi^ time the present 9et or constitution of the 
burgh was establisned.- The Candlemakers, however, 
po^KM all the other rights and privileges which are 
eKerdsed by the incorporated trades. The time of 
their original erection is unknown, but their privileg- 
es were Confirmed by a charter from the magistrates 
in 1617. 

Such are the bodies firom which the magistrates of 
Edinburgh are elected. The election is conducted in 
the following manner :— ^A It^t or Ust of six persons is 
made out by each incorporation, from which number 
the deacon belonging to that incornoration is to be 
chosen. These lists are then laid before the commoa- 
council of twenty-five, who *' shorten the keii," by 
striking out one half of the names firom each ; and 
firom Uke three remaining ones the deaeon is to bo 
dbossn* When this Section is over, the new desesns 
are presented to the council, who choose six of them 
to be ordinary membors of their body, and the six dea- 
cons of the former year leave their luaoes. The coun- 
cil of twenty-five next proceed to tne decUon of three 
merchant and two trades' coundUcMrs. Leets or lists 
are then made out, from which the lotd provost, dean 
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of goikly trcasufer^ and bailies, miut be diaaeii. The 
omdidates fbr eadi of these offices ^bre three in nnm* 
ber; and the election Is made by the thirty members 
€i oonncU, joined to ihe eight extnunrdinvy cooncil- 
deacons* 

This manner of election^ by the magtstrates having 
the power of shortening the fists, and, of course, con* 
troUing the whole, has long been complained of; aad, 
for the porpose of procuring a new and improred ooih 
atitation to the ci^, better adapted than the former to 
the present state or die community, the dection of 181 7 
was challenged, and its merits brought before the Sii« 
pfeme Conrt. The action, however, was, after a liti- 
gation of three years, compromised. 

The business of this dty is manaeed by the ordi' 
nary council of twenty-five, the eignt exiraordinaty 
deacons being only called in on certain occasions, when 
their number is increased to thirty*three, and the 
meeting is on this occasion called the er/raordtnory 
council The ordinary council meet every Wednesday 
for the dispatch of business. 

To the town-council are attached four Advocates, 
under the name of Assessors, who assist and direct 
them in their deUberations on difficult or contested 



Criminal Court^^The ma^trates of Edinburgh 
hold a court in which are tried all criminal causes 
ihaX occur within die dty and liberties. Thev have a 
right to inffict arbitrary punishments, and tne Xiord 
Fiovost, in certain cases, has a jurisdiction in matters 
of life and death. But this junsdiction is not now ex- 
ercised ; the magistrates only, in capital crimes^ tid:hig 
aprecognitwn, or forwarding the businesB for the su- 
preme courts. 

Bailie Covr^.— The Bailie Court tries all causea for 
debt and dyil trespass that occur within the jurisdic- 
tion of the dty. One bailie <mly sits at a time ; and» 
being in office for one year, the four bailies ait in 
tiiis court each three months altematdy. Acti<m8 to 
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any amount aaaiiuit an inhabttant of Edmbaig^ can 
be judged in tnit oonrt. 

Ten Merk Co«K.— This oonrt ia likewiae beld by 
die magiatratea of Edinburgh for the leeovery, in a 
summary manner^ of all petty anma not exceeding ton 
merks Scota, or lla. I|d. Sterlings except in the caae 
of aenranta' wagea, which can be aned for to any a- 
moimL It waa inatitnted aa a relief ftr the pooler 
data of dtiiena^ who might not be able to enter into an 
expenaive litigation. 

Deem of Guild Covr^.— Thia court ia eompoeed of 
SB offioer, called die Dean of Gnild, aaaiated by a 
oooncil of four members, appointed by itie magSatratei. 
It ti&ea cognizance of all the bnildinga wnidi are 
eieeted within the city and liberties, none of which 
ou be bvdlt without a warrant from this oonrt. It 
bag alao the priyil^isea of viaiting and inmcting aneh 
houses aa are insnffieient^ or in danger <tf nliing down, 
and baa a power of condemning tkwm, if found inae- 
care, and of obliging the propdetora to pull tlmn down 
and rebuild them. The Dean of Guild Court inspects 
aad regulates all the weighta and measufea uaed in the 
dty ; and haa a power of seizing auch aa are found 
deadenty and pumahing the persons who use them by 
fine and confiscation. This court likewise takes ao* 
eomit of all the roerchanta and tradeamen withm the 
town ; and seea that none exerdae their profoaaiona 
ocoepi thoae idio have been admitted to the freedonft 
oftfaecBty. 

The Lord Prorost is lord Ueutenant of the dty, and 
the four bailies are justices of the peace ex officio with- 
in the liberties. 

The magistrates of Edinbu^, also, as superiors of 
the suburba of Canongate, Easter and Wester Porta* 
burgh, and tiie town of Leitb, have the appointment 
«f baron^bailies for Uiese districts ; and these in their 
tom appoint persons with the tide of reddent bdties, 
who hold courts for the trial of petty offences.. The 
chief magistrate of Leith haa the title of Admiral. 

N 2 
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Tbe lerarae of £dinlNii]|h oonsiBto of an Impost on 
wines^ the shore dues of Leith^ duties on markets, an- 
nuity or ministerB* stipend, landed property, fen-dvt- 
ties> See. ; the whole amounting, for year ending 4Ui 
Octdber 1884 to L. 45,075, lis. lOd. The expendi- 
ture for the same year was L. 47,581, Os. 7d., le8:Tmg 
a temporary deficit of L* 2505,88. 9d., occasioiiedi.bv 
payments made on account of buildins tbe new chiHoin 
at Belleme. These rerenues are cmlected and iHDt 
hy a person with the title of City Chamberlain, mt 
office of treasurer being now merely nominaL Tile 
office of chamberlain was instituted by the town-coun- 

etl in 1766. 

' The hall where the magistrates formerly transacted 
the city busineBa was situated at the noith-west en- 
trance of the Parliament Close. But this buildte 
haying been remoTcd to make wa]r for the erecA^Rfi; jr 
thenew library rooms, the north side of the Bzdli~ 
buildings is now occupied as the city diambera*. 
the council-room is a fine bronze statue of hisj 
Majesty, which was aocidentallv discoTcred some; 
ago in the box in which it had been transmitted 
years before. The different city offices likewise 
py apartments in this building. 

In their official capacity, the provost and bail icB| | r e 
dothed in seariet robes, and the rest of the meaMU 
q£ the ooundl in Mack gowns. A sword and nmoeare 
carried before ^em on all public occasions; and the 
provost, ludlies, and dean of guild, wear chains of gold 
as part of their offidal dress. 

^ew Prison, 

The New Prison, stands on tibe Oalton Hill, on the 
south side of the new approach to the city, and imme- 
diately to the west of Bridewell. It is in the Saxon 
style of architecture, was. founded la September 1615, 
and finished for the reception of prlsonca^s in Ssptem- 
ber 1817. The building is in length 194 feet by 40 
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feet deep, and is divided into mx dastes of oells, fimr 
fbr men, and two fbr women, beaides a diyiaion con- 
taining condemned oella, and an airing ground attach- 
ed. . Kteh of the chMMes have on the ground floor a 
day-room with a fire*plaoe, an open arade for ezer- 
Giae in bad weather, and an airmg ^und sapplied 
with water. Each dais has also a staircase, and un- 
der it a water-doeet. The staurcaae leads up to the 
oeDs in the second floor. The siaeof the cells is8 feet 
by 6, and each is intended to contain one prisoner. 
An dm plank is fixed into the wall for a bed, the win- 
dow is grated and glazed, and a thorough draught of 
air is procured by means of perforations thro^gn the 
interior walls. Tne number of cells is fifiy-deht in 
both stories. The diapd is in the centre of the hnild- 
iog shove the entrance, and occupies two stories. It 
is divided in the lower story into separate boxes, 
which contain the felons aooording as they are dassed^ 
and above is a gallery for debtors. A central passage 
communicates with ul the cells and the chapel, and at 
eadi division of the dasaes is an iron swing-door. At 
the top of the building are four infirmary rooms for 
the ride. 

The keepers* lodge is so constructed that they can 
see into all the airing grounds at once ; and in the in- 
terior of the prison is a commodious kitchen, a bath, 
and a copper for purifying thdr dothes. 

The house of the governor, or captain of the jail, as he 
is here called, is placed upon an eminence which over- 
looks the prison. It is a very picturesque building in 
the Gothic style of architecture : and contains apart- 
ments for the governor, and a committee-room for die 
jail comnusrioners. The riew Geom the platform on 
the top of the house is very much admired. 
- On eadi side of the gate are rooms for the turnkeys 
who keep the three gates. The platform over the 

fateway was once intoided as the place of execution ; 
at the idea of executing criminals here is, it isbellev- 
^> now given up. The whole of the buildings are 
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sarrounded by a boundary wall aboat twenty ftel in 
height. The boundary wall and masriTe gate of a 
prison for debtors is mult on the east side of Bride- 
well ; but it is hoi>ed that the presoit bnilding .will 
longaccotnoiodate all the unfortunate individuals whoae 
misfortunes or crimes render it necessary to deprive 
them of personal liberty. 

Two years ago^ in consequence of the great number 
of boys committed to this priscm^ who were found auite 
destitute of education, a sdiool was instituted, midi 
has beoi found of great benefit. And more lately, a 
fow gentlemen, with the approbation of the magistrates, 
formed themselves into a committee for the purpose of 
introducing a modification of the London pun of Via» 
son Discipune. The scheme it is to be hoped will fiilfil 
the benevolent intentions which prompted to die un- 
dertaking. 

The old Tolhooth or prison stood in the Huddle of 
the High Street, at the north-west coniar of StCKlea's 
church, and was pulled down in 1817. It is said to 
have been erected in the year 1561, not merely for the 
purpose of a prison, but likewise for the accommoda- 
tion of Parliament, and the courts of justice. But this 
seems a mistake ; the place where the Scottish Beirlia- 
ment met) previous to iheir occupying the present 
Parliament House, bein^ what was caUed the New 
Tolbooth, or High Counol Room, and more lately Uie 
Justiciary Court Room, which was erected in 1564. 
Tlie confusion has arisen from the one building being 
repaired, and the other built nearfy at the same time, 
and from being in the near vioinitv of one anfifthcr. 
The last Parliament at which the king presided was 
held in the Tolbooth, immediately after uie caronatioB 
ofCharlesI. inl683.* 

* The oU Toibooihf the name which this building assum- 
ed after the new council room was built, is further remark- 
able, as furnishingthe scene of one of the principal incidents 
in the tale of «< The Heart of Mid.Lothian.^ The H^h 



CAKOXOATS TOLBOOTa^^BUBBWILI.. 16S 

• The grnt ^tranoe door of liiis piioD, ^th its 
maanve lock and pcmdenras key, ana a ooaiaidenble 
part of the circular tower in which it was placed^ 
were^ upon the demolition of the boildingf careftdhr 
removed (eadi stone heing nnmbered) to Ahhotsfyri, 
the romantic residence of Sir Walter Scott, Bart 
where it has reassumed its yenerable appearance, and 
affiitdft an entrance to this heantiM butsmgnhur stmo- 
tiue» 

Canongaie Tolbooik* 

The Canongate Tolbooth or prison, as appears from 
an inscription on the fVont^ seems to have been either 
built or repaired in the reign of James VI. The 
bnilding contains a court-room £at the baron-bailie of 
the district, and is surmounted with a spire and clock. 
It stands on the north side of that part of the High 
Street named Canongate. Besides this there are court- 
houaes and prisons iu the other suburbs ; but none of 
these deserve particular notice. • 

BridewelL 

The Edinburgh Bridewell was founded on the SOth 
of November 17dl. Before this p^iodihe dty of 
fidinbnxgh had an in8tituti<m of a stmikr kind, under 
the name of the House of CorreeHon, for the reception 
of strolling poor, vagrants, and prostitutes. This es- 
tablishment was prqjected in 1632; and being the 
first of the kind m the town, a person was brought 
from Engknd to superintend its mamigraaent. The 
aooonmiodation provided by the magistrates for this 
estaUiahment was for fifty cu^rits; and the allot* 
ted expenee of this number was L. 100 jper annum. 
The motives of the council for this erection were 



Council Room, or new TMoothy was removed to make way 
fotiheeiectioDof the Advocates* and Writen to the 8]gnet*a 
Lihiaiy rooosi 
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that '' thereby Terfew might he adTaiioed» vice wp- 
pressit, and ydill people compellit to hetake them* 
aelfis lo sum vertew and industrie." The houses fint 
occooied by this establishment were situated in Paul's 
Work ; but afterwards a house near the Charity Work 
House was appropriated to this puipose. This in 
ooiu'se of time^ being found on a scale too smaU &r 
the increased population of the dty, a new Bridewell 
was projected^ and the present building reared. It 
stands on the Calton Hill^ immediately to the east of 
the New prison. The foundation-stone was laid by the 
Earl of Morton, as Grand Msster Mason of Scotland, 
attended by the lord proyost, magistrates and town* 
council in their robes, and in presence of a number 
of noblemen and gentlemen. In the fiiui^tion-etone 
were put two crystal bottles, containing the difibrent 
coins of his late Majesty ; an almaniusk and news- 
papers of the day, and a pkte of copper with a suitable 
mscription. 

The building is of a semicircular form, and was buflt 
from a plan of the late celebrated Mr Robert Adam. 
It consists of five floors, the upper one of which is used 
as an hospital and store-rooms. . A passage goes along 
the middle of the semicircular part of the buil^ting, 
with apartments on each side. The apartmenta on the 
outward side of the curyatnre are smaller than those 
in the inside. They are also double the number, uid 
are used as separate bed-chambors. The apartments 
in the inner side of the semicircle, of which there are 
thirteen in each floor, are allotted flnr. labour. They 
have a grate in fiont, and look into an inner oonrt 
Opposite to these^ in the straight side of the bwldim^ 
is a dark apartment, with narrow windows, from which, 
without being seen, the goremor has a view of the 
persons at work. The bedchambers are lig^hted by a 
long narrow window in each, and their furniture con- 
sisU Of a bed and a Bible. 

This building was finished in 1796, and opened for 
the reception of culprits of both sexes. The expenoe 
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of its eradioft was defrayed byananenmeotonthein- 
habitants of the dty and oounty, aided by a grant of 
L.5000 fW>m goTernment 

The number of night oella is 144, of which tok are 
occupied as Btote-Toomsy making the dispoeable cells 
134, while those for the day are S2, 

An account is opened with every prisoner upon his 
eDtra|ioe» and in favourable drcumstanoes he is allow- 
ed the excess of his labour above the payment of his 
board. The mere board of each prisoner is 9^. per 
diem ; and 4d. per day on each person (Dommitted pays 
tbe whole annual expence of the establishment^ exdu* 
nve of the salaries. 

Several Tread'Mills have been lately erected, with 
n apparatus for cutting corks, which promise to be at- 
tended wiA much benefit, the severity of the labour 
being conceived sufficient to deter most culprits from 
nmiung the chance of a second commitment 'The 
Tread-Mills in this prison are conceived to be on a 
better principle than many of those in England* One- 
half the diameter of the wheel moves under ground, 
which renders accidents from a &11 of no consequence^ 
and the manner in which the hands are supported pre« 
?8nts the posaibility of culprits hanging by them so as 
to reduce their exertions* 

From an improvement also lately made, the work- 
ing cells are completely screened from the view of one 
another, without detracting from the necessary su^y 
of light and air. 

A Penitentiary or house of refiige^ where the inmates 
might be made to pass through an improving course of 
discipline, better fitted fiir their aaam mixing in so- 
cietv, has htea suggested asadesirable addition to tlus 
establishment, 

Weigh'hoiLse. 

The city Weigh-house formerly stood at the upper 
end of tihe lane called the West Bow, nearly in we 
middUe of the street. At what time it was erected is 



pot known ; Imt the gnrand on which It stood was 
^nted to the citisens by King Dtrid IL in die yeur 
1358. It had long been regarded as an incarobranee 
to the Street^ and its removal was provided £br by an 
act of Parliament ; but its demolition was hastened by 
the necessity of opening the street to its fhll width pre- 
vions to the late visit of the King. The few emblmns 
that distinguished this homely piece of arehitectare 
were lost^ in their short transit ftom the Castle HiU 
to the Council Chambers, having doubtless been ar- 
rested in their progress by some keen antiquarian; Se- 
veral balls shot from the guns of the castle in 1745 were 
^nd imbedded in its western end. 

The city weigh-house is now in the old Meal-mar- 
ket, Cowgate. It is under the direction of the magi- 
strates, and standard weights are kept here for weir- 
ing any kind of goods required by tne inhabitants. 

The Exchange. 

This building stands on the north side of the High 
Street, opposite to the site of the ancient market-cross. 
The ancient Exchange, which stood in the Parliament 
Square, but which has been long removed, was buflt 
in 1685. It was in the middle of a handsome paved 
court, and had a range of piazzas for the merchants to 
meet in to transact their business* fiut, attached to 
the former place of their meeting at the Cross, this 
convenience was never used b^ the merdiants. The 
present Exchange was the first in the plan of improve- 
ments which have raised Edinburgh in ele^ee supe- 
rior to most other cities. It was founded m the year 
1753 ; and on this occasion, there was a grand proces- 
sion and the greatest concourse of people assembled 
that had ever before been known in the metropolis. 
A triumphal arch was erected, throv^h which the pro- 
cession passed, and medals were scattered among the 
populace. The whole was completed in 1761, at tta 
expence of L. 31,000 Sterling. 

Tlie Exchange is an d^nt. building, of a square 
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ten, with 8 Qonrt In the oenUe. The prineiptl part 
<if the edifice finrms the north side of the fiquare, m& 
extends from east to west 111 ftet over wall, hv 51 
broad. PilJsrs and ardies support spktfimn, on whidi 
is a pediment with the town's arms. To the south 
the boildins; is 60 feet high ; hut the northern part, 
owing to £e dediyity of the ground, rises 100 feet. 
The extreme dimensions of the whole building amount 
to 188 feet south and north, by 111 feet east and west 
upon the north front ; but upon the south front 147 
&6t. The apartments in the nack part of the huildinr 
ve oocupied by the City Chambers and dependent o£ 
fioes; the rest is laid out in shops and houses. Not- 
withstanding the convenienoe of the square of the £x- 
diange for merchants to meet in, and its vicinity to the 
Cross, thev still prefer standing in the street, in de- 
fiance of ail attempts to induce them to do otherwise. 

Police, 

The Police of Edinbuigh, befbre a rq^nlar body of 
offioere under this title was oiganiaed by act of Pania* 
ment, was well conducted, and in perhaps no dty in 
the world were the inhabitants better protected in 
their persons and properties than in Uie Soottidi me- 
tropolis. Bobbery was rare, and street murder almost 
Qntnown. This was supposed to be in a great mea« 
tore owing, next to the orderly habits wnich were 
characteristic of the inhabitants of Edinburgh in the 
finner part of the last century, to a very uKftd and 
not very expensiye establishment callea the Toum 
Quardm This guard originated from the apprehensions 
of the ddaens of an attack from the English after the 
vnfivtiinate battle of Flowden, where James IV., with 
most of the Scottish nobility, fell. At that time the 
town-ooundl, with an intrepidity which did them ho* 
nour, oonunanded the inhabitants to assemble in de- 
fence of the dty, and ordered every fourth man to be 
on duty each night This introduced a kind of per- 
sonal duty for tl^ defence of the town, called Wdt^ 
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itur mnd Warding ; by wliidi libe tradiag ptrt of <he 
inhabiuatt were obliged to vttch idternately, in ovdar 
to supprew occasioiuii distarbanceB. Tbisy however, 
beooDung a time extremely inoonvenieiit, the town- 
Qoundl, in 1648, appointed a body of sixty men to-be 
ijuaed ; the captain of which was to have a monthly 
pay of L. 11, Ss. a., two lieutenants of L.9eacb> tipo 
aeijeants of L. 1, 58., and the private men of 15b. eadi. 
No regular fund was established for defraying the ex- 
pence, the consequence of which was, that the old 
method of watdung and warding was resamed ; but die 
people on whom this service devolved were now beosoie 
so relaxed in their discipline, that the magistrates 
were threatened with having the king's troops quarter- 
ed in the city, if they did not a{ipoint a snflSoient 
guard. To prevent this measure fimn being resorted 
to» forty men were raised in 1<7^, and in 1663 the 
number was increased to 108. 

Afler the Revolution, the town-council complained 
of the guard as a grievance, and requested Parfiament 
that it might be removed. Their request w^ imme- 
diately complied with, and the dd method of watdi- 
ing and wavdina was ivnewed. This, however, was 
now so intolerable, that the very next year they ap^ 
ed to Parliament for leave to raise one hundred and 
twenty-six men fw the defence of the dty, and to tatx 
the citizens for their payment. This being likewise 
granted, the corps was raised, which continued for 
many years to discharge all the duties of watchmen, 
under the name of the Town Guard, This venerable 
body, on the introduction of the first police bifi, was 
reduced to an oiicer and thirty men, as a guard to the 
provost ; and this last remnant was finalw dkbaaded^ 
in September 1187, on the demdition <mP the old Tol- 
booth, the lower part of which was occupied as their 
guard<room. 

The day-arms of the town guard were the same 
as those used by the king's forces ; but in doing the 
duty of watchmen during the night, they woe aimed 
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nidk a weapon called a Litekaber axe, an aadent S«o^ 
tidi inBtsAme weanon, the use of whidi had in every 
atha* place befaig tong diaoontmaed. 

In addition to the tomi^goaid, thedty had temeriV 
a militia of its o«m> «illed the Trained Bamds, whim 
imisialed of aixteen oomiianiea of 100 men eaeh^ widi 
proper offioen. Ther Weie in nee to parade cTery year 
at me anniversary of his Majesty's hirth ; hnt only tbe 
ofliecN now rein«n, who are elected annually. Of 
these the provost had, and still hears, thoo^ die in- 
sittation for any useful purpose is entirely dimdved^ the 
title of ooloneL 

Far the security of the city there is likewise a So* 
(kXf of High Constables, who are periodically elected 
frsm the respectable merchants and tradesmen. This 
society is under the directi(m of the magistrates, and 
is governed by a moderator or president, treaaorer, and 
secretary. A oonsidarable number of the cttiMM also, 
Qiider the title of extraordinary CQuatahiea, are liable 
to be called upon in any emergency ftr the pieaervft- 
tion of the peace. 

The difierent suburbs of the town have also consta- 
bles appointed, who ate under the jurisdiction of the 
sheriff and magistrates. 

Tbe old system of police having been found insuffi- 
cient ibr the city in its present extended state, an ap- 
plication was made to Parliament, in 1805, for a police 
bill for the dty. This bill received the sanction of 
the L^slature, and was b^;un to be acted upon, and 
a police court opened in Edinburgh, on the 15th of 
July 1805. 

By this statute a Court of Mice was established, 
ander the aupmntend^ice of a person With the title 
oP Judge ci Police, and a derk. Under him were six 
inspectors, for the difierent wards into which the city 
was divided. Every puUic outrage, every theft, rob- 
bery, or d^redation, every obstruction, nuisance, or 
brMdn of cleanliness, and ey&rj imposition or over- 
diaxge in artides under the cpgniaanoe of the police 
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•acty were deemed public ofltooeB^ and were piosecated 
by the inepeclors of the wttdfi« Tbe examination €i 
me offender and witneaaea was, in this courts taken 
itutanier, and mva i>oce, and ther sent^ce pronoonced 
waa immediately executed* The Judge of Polioe was 
empowered to punish by fines and compensation Ibr 
damages, by imprisonment in Jail^ or by commitment 
to Bridewell* 

After an experiment of nearlr seven years, this m^ 
•fiiod of regulating the police of the dty was found in 
many respects olpectionable, and a new bill hating 
been brought in, m place of the former act, it passed 
tl^e House of Lords on the 17th June 1812. By this 
statute, which abolished the office of Judge of Felice, 
ihe city was divided into twenty-six wards, with three 
resident commissioners for each,— hi superintendent was 
appointed,— -the sheriff of the county and magistrates 
of Edinburgh were aroointed judges,-^-and it contain- 
ed yarious enactments for the lighting, cleaning, watcfa« 
in^ paring the streets, and other matters <v gemattl 
ponce. The term of this act being about to «tpire, an 
•amended act was procured in 18S9. The busmessis 
now managed bv,.a superintendent, a clerk and three 
lieutenants. The total expenoe of the establishment, 
for the year ending May i8S4, was L. 30,392, 6s. M., 
ieried at the rate d Is. per pound on a rental of 
L. 373,736. 



BANES. 

Sank of Scotkmd. 

The Bank of Scotiand was erected by an act of Pax^ 
liament in 1695. By the statute of erection the 
company were empowered to raise a joint stodE of 
L.1,200,000 Scots, or L.100,000 Sterling. The affidrs 
of the company are managed by a governor, deputy- 
governor, and twenty-fimr direetors. The capital 
stock is divided into shares, of which the smalleit is 
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L. 1000 Scots, and the lttgeftL.5a0400a. Intbedae- 
tion of office betren^ the qvalificatioiM requsite cn^ 
that die goyernor mugt be possessed of at least L.8000 
in the stock of the oompany, the depaty goyernor 
L.^000, and L. 3000 for each of the directors. Pro. 
prietors who haye a share of L. 1000 of stock are entit- 
led to yote in the election of managers ; and thoae who 
bsve stock aboye that sum haye a yote for eyery L. 1 000. 

In the year 1774» this company obtained an act to 
enlaige their capital to L.8»400»000 Scots^ or L.900,000 
Sterling. By this act it was proyided^ that no one in- 
diyidnal should possess in whole m^nre than L.40,000 
in stocky and the qoalification for the offices of goyer* 
nor and directors was doubled. The stodc of this 
btnk 18 at present one milllion and a half Sterling. 

The banking-K^ce of this company is at the head 
of the entrance to the Earthen Mound. The dead 
vail oa the north part of the edifice^ where thedediyity 
it gpreatest, is ooyered by a stone curtain^ ornamented 
with a ballnstrade. The south fW>nt is pretty elec 
gsnt. A small dome riaes from the centre; and in 
the front are four nrojections. A range of Corinthian 
lolasters decorate tne second floor ; and oyer the door, 
in the recess formed by the projections, is a Venetian 
window, ornamented with two columns of the Corin- 
thian order, and surmoimted with the arms of the 
Bank. The design for this building was chiefly far- 
nished by the late Mr Richard Crichton ; and from its 
situation it forms no inoondderable addition to the ar« 
chitectUFsl ornaments of Edinburgh. 

Jtqyal Bank, 

The Royal Bank of Scotland was established on the 
3Ut of May ITST. The stock of this company at flrst 
consisted in the equiyalent money which was due to 
Scotland at the Union. Proprietors of these sums, 
« to the oUent of L. 111,000 Staling, were the original 
>Qhsoiba«. But this stodc being insufficient for car* 
n^ on the business of the ccunpany, a second charter 
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wae granted them ki 1798^ by which they were em- 
powmd to raise their stock to L. 160,000 Sterling 
and sabsequently to L. 1«000,000. The hnsioess is 
managed by a govemor, deputy-goyemor^ directors, 
and extraorainary directors. Toe person elected go- 
remor must hola shares in the stock of the company 
to the amount of L. 8000 Sterling, the deputy^'goyer^ 
nor L. 1500> the directors L. 1000, and the extraordi- 
nary durectors L.500. The sum of L.300 entiUes die 
Proprietors to a yote in the management of affiurs, 
4.600 to two, and L.1200 to four. The present stock 
of this company amounts to one million and a half 
Sterling. 

The Royal Bank is situated in St Andrew's Square, 
on the north side of the opening to what was formerly 
the Excise Office, but wmch building has been lately 
purchased from goyemment by the Royal Bank. 

By an arrangement with the proprietors of the Bank 
of Scotland, commonly called the Old Bank, and those 
of the Royal Bank, nyalship in business is preyented, 
the former allowing the Royal Bank to haye a branch 
in the dty of Glasgow, while the Bank of Scotland, on 
the other hand, haye agents in all the other towns of 
Scotland. 

British Linen Company, 

This bank was established by a charter on ihe 5th of 
July 1746, with a yiew to encourage the linen manu- 
facture in Scotland. The capital of the company is 
L. 600,000, and the business is managed by a goyer- 
nor, deputy-governor, and directors. The qutdifica- 
tion requited for a goyernor is, that he must haye at 
least L. 1000 Sterling in the stock of the company, of 
a deputy-goyemor L. 600, and of a director L. 300. 
Proprietors of stock to the amount of L. 200 haye a 
yote, those of L. 500 haye two yotes, and those who 
possess L. 1000 haye four yotes. To the erection of 
this bank, in a great measure, was owing the flourish- 
ing state of the linen trade in Scotland. The compa- 
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By*! cOee k vtiwted on the nmth dde of tlie onenii^ 
in St Andiew^s Square, in Otoat of the Exdie CWce. 

7%e Commfrcta/ Banking Company of Scotland 

Was estaUuhed in 1810, by a number of merchants 
and others, and is managed by ordinary and extraordi* 
nary directors, in the same manner as the other imb- 
lie banking houses in the dty. The capital or the 
company is three millions Sterling, and they have 
agents in the principal proTincial towns. Their office is 
situated at the bottom of a small lane in the High Street 

All these banks issue promissory notes fox Tsrious 
sujftts, not under L. 1 Sterling, payable on demand in 
cash or Bank of England notes. 

The Naiiomd Bank. 

This new banking company has been recently fbnn- 
ed^ with a lar^ capital; on the principle of all the 
diareholdersbang connected with trade, mannftctnres, 
&c The business is to be conducted, hke the other 
banking Companies, under the superintendence of a 
board of directors. 

Besides these howeyer, there are a number of pri« 
▼ate banking offices in Edinburgh of great respectabili- 
lity. Only two of these, howeyer, issue promissory 
notesy viz. that of Sir 'William Forbes and Company, 
and Messrs Ramsays, Bonars, and Company. The re- 
mainder, of which there are seven, employ their capi« 
tal in the discounting of bills and other branches of tne 
banking business. 



INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Friendhf Insurance^ 

The first insurance company against fire establiahed 
m Edinburgh waa the Friendfy Inaurance. This in- 
fititutioo had itsori^ in 1720, in the circumstance of 
t number of proprietors mutually agreeing to insure 
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tbe henum of €aeh otber, l>y a d»ont aflKmntiiig to 
the fifteenth purt of the ^ue of ttie sul^ects protect- 
ed. The premiums thus raised were to he oonddered 
as the joint stock of the company^ and the shares to he 
held in proportion to the capital invested. In 17^» 
the magistrates granted this company a seal of cause, 
cNoting them into a hody oorpomte ; and they after* 
wards ohtained the sanction of the Legislature in the 
reign of George II. In 1767^ their capiul having aoco^ 
miuated beyond what was necessary to protect tbe 
property of the share*holders^ they resolved to admit 
no mere members on the original plan ; and the com- 
pany has since continued to insure property of all kinds 
against fire, upon the payment of an annual premiam, 
as in other institutions of the same nature. Their 
office is situated in North Bridge Street. 

Caledaman Fire Insurance Company. 

The Caledonian Fire Insurance Company was the 
next Edinburgh establishment of this description. It 
was instituted in 1805, with a capital of L. 150,000, 
and obtained a royal charter in 1810, confirmiuf^ the 
joint and individual responsibility of all the partners. 
The stock is divided into shares of L. 100 eadi, o^ 
which no individual can hold above ten, and is manag* 
ed by a board of directors. Hie office of the company 
is situated in Bank Street. 

Hercules Fire Insurance Company, 

The Hercules Fire Insurance Company was esta- 
blished in February 1809, upon a plan similar to that 
of the Caledonian Fire Insurance Company. Their 
capital is L. 750,000, held in shares of L. 100 each ; 
and the business is conducted under the superinten- 
dence of boards of ordinary and extraordinary direo- 
tora. Their office is in the new buikUngs, Nordi 
Bri^ Street* 

North British Fire Qfftce, 
The North British Fire Office, the fourth establish- 
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meDt olP this nAtare in Ediubuigh, wm oonuMBeed in 
1809, with a omital tlodc of L. 500,000. lliii eon- 
pany have lately procoie^ a royal charter, octend- 
ed tiieir bunness to the insnranoe of livea, and incroia 
ed their capital to one million. 

Scoiiiih Life Assurance Ocmjpany. 

This anodation was fbrmed in 1813, with a Tiew to 
extend the adyantages of lift aasoiance to all daiws of 
the community, and waa the first establiahment of this 
deMr^tioninSdinhmgh. Itisfinrmednpon^modd 
€f the Equitable Sode^ in London. 

Inswraskce Company ofSootkmd. 

This company was established in 1981. The capital 
18 diyided into small shares fixr the accommodation of 
CYery dass of insurers; and the business is manasBed 

ia board of directors, as in the other offices. Tnis 
06 bss Istdy extended their capital so as to emhmce 
Life Assurances. 

EtiUnburgh Life Assurance Company. 

This company was established in 1883, fixr the pur- 
poses of eflfecting assurances upon lives snd surviwuw 
fibipa, the purchase and sale of annuities, the endow- 
ment of diildren, &c with a capital of L. 300,000. 

Scotti^ Union Insurance Company, 

Thla company was instituted on the 20th NoTonber 
1884;, ibr fire and life assurances, and is one of the 
pisny joint stock companies projected about that tim^ 
in consequence of the low rate of interest, and the 
overflow of capital. The capital stock is five millions, 
divided into L. SO shares ; and it is obligatory on all 
the ahsve-holders to insure with the companv to dou« 
ble the amount of their shares. This office has a 
boaid ai management at Gla^w^ and i^nts in the 
prindpd towns. 
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ASflmmtMrnee Co mpu ig wat ettebliabed ia E^tifr- 
Jbwgh in 181«. Thdr offiee v in Hunter's Sqwre, 
4Bd tke bminen k eondueted under the 8apermteD>- 
denee of aboard of duecton. 

All these companies have agencies in the different 
towns of Scotland; and their establishment has re- 
tained in the coontry many large snms which were 
finnerly paid to die agents of English iastitntions 
agMnatloBs by fire. Most of the great London est»- 
nnshnents liaTe^ -however, still branches in JBi&i- 
bwirii ; and the nnniber and soeeesMof these is a proof 
of the extent to whieh property of every kind is now 
protected against loss from accidents by fire. Many 
of these establishments also transact hfe assnranees^ 
and grant annuities. 



LITERARY ESTABLISHMENTS. 

High School, 

The present grammar-school^ emphatically called 
the High School, was established in the year 1678. 
The magistrates of the dty at that time haying ac- 
quired a right to the property of the reli{;ious orders 
about Edinnurgh, and being disappointed m their pro- 
ject of erecting an uniyersity, founded a building for 
the use of a grammar-sdiool. This building stood 
nearly in the place where Che present High Scliool 
stands. It was erected in a cemetery which Ibrmerhr 
belonged to the monastery called *' ManHo RegU, 
founded by Alexander II. in ISSO. This oonyent be- 
longed to the friars of the Dominican order. It was 
destroyed by fire in 15»6; and was scarcely relmilt^ 
when the Airy of the refbrmers again deyoted it to de- 
molition. Becoming the property of the magistrates 
of Edinburgh at »iat period, die find' ^stabKshed 
grammar-school was erected^ as aboye noticed. 

The institution owed its beginnings in 1678, to the 
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'/emcit dtealkigof James Lswsan, mairtet «f fidin^ 
boigV' mA at tint ooBosled only of a maaUr aaA 
usher; but, before the end of the oeBtnry^ it waa a»* 
tablished nearly in its preaent fim. Tlie d e wtnta ry 
hooks, at this time^ as appears from the town-cooncil 
r^ster^ were Dunbar's Rudiments^ Corderiua'a CoUo- 
qoicay portkms of Erasroiis, Terence^ Ovid, VirgO, Sal- 
lust, C«nr, Cieeio, and Bachanm'a PaafaM. 

The great increaae of acfaolara having raidared ihe 
ftnoer baildiDgs insufficient for their aceoDHDodatiaiiy 
anew suit of apartaoenta became neoenaiT, and the 
fimndatiaa of the pccsent Hi^^ School waa laid by dte 
hte Sir WilUam Forbes, aa Grand Maater Mmod of 
Seothind, on the 24th of June 1777. It m aitoated m 
the spot where the fonner school atood, and i» ^ 
plioe caiUed from it the High Schooi iWi^alittle to 
tke north-east ci the Hffpl Infirmary it ia apfaon 
bat comnMidiona building, in the middle of a eonaU 
derable area. It consists of five apartments, beaidea a 
great hall where the boys meet for prayers, and a room 
apprqiriated for a library. 

The teachers are a lector and four maaters. Each 
of t)|a Ibur maaten has a separate daas, whidi they 
conduct four years in progression, till fitted fir llle 
BMffe advanced daascs of the rector* By thia means 
one of the maaters annfaally, in October, opena a daaa 
&r the rudimenta of the language. The hoya remaitt 
nitherectBr'adbaafoironeortwoyeara. Oiieaaweeic 
tile reetor viaita one of the dassea in rotation, the ma»» 
tcT of which, at the same time, visits and examines ^le 
lector's ckss. The stated foes for the High School ave 
lOs. 6d. quarterly ; hut five quarters are paid for. The 
^tor and maaters have also triflliig salaries. The 
KcU>r receives, in additioa to his omcr eBMlvments, 
Is* quarterly ftom all the boys, md the jamtor la. An 
^uuiual examination takes plaice in the month of Au- 
gust, at which the hoys perform their exercises m pre- 
sence of the magistrates and ministers (^ the city. To 
^e jvhose merit is prominent, premiums are adjudg- 
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edj dbkfly in boaks; aod to the du9 of the l^best 
dan, a gdd medal, with a suitable iiiMriptioii, is pre- 
sented. The number of scholars who annually attend 
die High School is nearly 700. 

Edinburgh Academy* 

The extoision of the eity to the northward rendo'* 
iiw the present High School inoonvenient ibr many &« 
^ies, on account of the distance, another schooUhouse 
was erected to the north of the Royal Circus, and open- 
ed for the reception of sdholars in October 1824. lliis 
establishment is under the superintendence of a board 
of directors ; and besides a rector and four masters fat 
ihe Latin classes, as in the High School, has an £ng« 
lish master, and teachers for writing and arithmetic. 

The building was designed by Mr William Bum^ 
architect, and was built bv subscription. The'childien 
of subscribers have a prererable ri^t to admission. 

University* 

Edinburgh could not boast of a regular uniyersity. 
till the year 1602. Before this periody however, 
teachers of philosophy and divinity had been long es* 
tablished in the city. 

In the vear IS66, when the reformed religbn was 
ftilly established, the citizens of Edinburgh petitioned 
their royal mistress for the lands and other property 
in the neighbourhood of the dtv which belonged to 
the Black and Grey Friars. Tneir request was in 
part complied with, and the inhabitants in conse* 
quence resolved to erect an university. A bequest of 
eight thousand merks Scottish money, which had 
been left for this purpose by Robert Ueid, Bishop of 
Orkney, and Presiaent of the Court of Session, who 
died at Dieppe on Ihe 14th September 1558, likewise 
encouraged them in their undertaking. In 1563, 
they had purchased the property of the colI^;iate 
church of St Mary in the Field, as a site for their in- 
tended college, and took farther steps to carry the 



plan into execatkm. The oppositioD they met i?ilh, 
oowe?er,'in the oaflset of their undertakiiigy firom the 
Archbishops of St 'Andrew's and Ghsffm, and the ec- 
desiastics of the see of Aberdeen, inaoeed them finr a 
time to relinquish it ; and in th» meantime the gram- 
mar or High Schod was erected, as sSboiwe noticed. The 
members of the colleges in these cities, which had 
been erected more than a century befive, were, peiw 
lups, afhud that the prmeoted university in £dinbui]rii 
m^ht interfere with their emoluments, and, as me 
metropolis was not yet ranked among the bishoprics of 
the north, the ecdesiastics looked with a jealous eye on 
its rising consequence. 

In the year 1580, however, the building was begun ; 
and, in the preceding year, a collection of bodks was 
bequeathed to the intended university by Mr Clement 
Little, as a foundation to a library. A charter of 
erection was granted by James VI. in 1582; and in 
U83 the coU^ was opened for the reception of stu* 
dents. Robert Bollock, of St Salvmtor's College, St 
Andrew's, being appointed professor of humani^, be- 
gun teaching in me lower hall a£ ffamilttm Mouse, 
within the precincts of the college, in the monlih of 
October that year. Soon after Bollock, finding the 
ftodents who resorted to the new umversity nther 
indifoently grounded in the ancient languu^ re- 
oommendea, as an assistant, one Duncan Nairn, to 
prepare the young students for their initiation into a 
naore perfect Knowledge of the Greek and Boman das- 
sics. 

In 1585 this infknt seminary received a temporary 
<^eck from the plague appearing in Edinbur^, whica 
began in May, and continued its ravaj^es till -the Janu- 
v^ following. Notwithstanding this alarming eakim 
nuty, the magistrates persevered with unwearied dili* 
Sence in the prosecution of their plan ; for in the be- 
gtniung of the next year the coll^ was indosed with- 
in high walls. A third profossor of philosophy being 
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lunr c ha wn , BoUoek was advanced t» the ttation of 
pcBoipdi of tk« Qolkge, or the 89th of February 1586* 

Ob the ieoomBendiitiQ& of the Lords of Session, the 
Faculty of Advocates^ and the Society of Wrifeen to 
the l^ffoetf who cack gave a sum fer his establishment 
a pTOuasor of hrw was now chosen. But instead of 
gnring picilectiona on law, the new professor taught the 
Humanity class, which fell vacant on the promotion €£ 
Bollock ta be the head of the oolite. The anmial 
salaries attibe prafesaoniat this time were lAOmerks Soots. 

In the year liftlT, soon after the king's return from 
the court of St James's tathat of Ho^noodhouae^ he 
was much pleased at the progress wludi his fiivourite 
univefdty Imd made during his absence, a oeriod of 
thirteen years. A puUie h^l, a divinity school and 
other apttitments, were by t^ time erected ; and so 
much satisBed was the king with this institutimif that 
he resolved to honomt the univeisity with his pooienee 
at a pid)Hc dHptttalion on philosophy, and nonoUNd 
the estaUiahmcnt by wishing it to be ealled '^ The Col- 
legs of King. Jamesb" 

The libttsitty of James, and prwate benefiMrttons, 
soon enabied die umvetth^ to advanoe rapidly ini aoil« 
asquence. Sir '^^^lliam Nisbet^ provost of Edftnbuij^, 
in 161P, pner L. 1000 Scoti towaida the maintiaiancB 
of a p r o fess or of divinity ; and the oommon«ooaBoil, 
on tl^aoih of March 1620, not only nominated a j»o- 
ftsser for iStut feculty, but also one for ma^Bemattcs, 
and another far physic. 

During the reign of the unfortunate Charles I., the 
chaim in the university seem to have been filbd with 
aide teachers. In that time of dvil disoerd die names 
of Andx«w Ramsay, to whose Latin Poem on the 
'-' Creation" lAuder asserts that MOton was mudk in* 
debted in hia " Paradise Lost," and John Adamaon, 
the firiend and contemporary of Drummend of Haw- 
thomden, may be mentioned as bdonging to Uie out- 
lege of Edinbuif^. 

In the usurpation that followed, if there were not 
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■uuT leaehcn of nmlt, yet Bobcrt Lokbton^ 
mm AKhUihop of Qimmw, who at tfaui time €Ued 
a diair in the UBiyenitY, ranned an ilh i atii p M eveep- 
tMo. Cionwdliuniwlf, ttnidatthetiirbitleBoeof&o- 
tion, and die obks q^ an nmped dooMnion, aeemt not 
talmefateni^tMoftlieliileraaliaflBBnung. He 
^■dowed die nnranhf of EdinVurg^ with an anniily 
of L. 900 Steifinff. 

HFittiam III. dao he at aw ed on the nnivenity an aiw 
noity of L. 300 Sterling, to be paid out of his tnaanry 
and hidiopa' icnta in Soedand ; L. 100 of vfaidi was 
ftr the aapnort of a proftaNr of theology^ beaidea die 
prafeeaor of dimity ahwady eatafaliahed^ and hJSKtO Ar 
twenty banare or eanibitiooerB at L. lOeach per biwiiwi. 

For a long period, little dse waa tanriit m die mi»- 
iwaily of l^nhnigh beatdea the dead langnagea» the 
^vinitjand philoaophy of the schools^ and aome 
m of llie Mathcniatiea then in genanl naa. After the 
i auUMati flp, Revolution, and die aeoeadon of the Honae 
^-ftaaovcr, however, proftw or B fixr other departmenta 
-ef aoience were appointed; and in the year 1791, die 
•flhool of medickie, which haa ainoe riaen to aneh eml- 
nenoe, waa iint fbonded. 

Mor to the eonmenoament of the eu^toenth oen- 
^v^y widch ftrma a atriking era in the niatory of m^ 
dieme in dua eonntry, evenr diing connected widi the 
Wing art waa imperftedy taught and underalood. 
Ibe Royal college of Fhyaidana, madtnted by a dMr. 
ter, dated 9»di November 1081, owed ila riae chiefly 
^ die eaterdona of 6ir Andrew fiallbur. Dr Ballbnr, 
^ Bltouimo, Dr Stovenaon, and Dr Unmet, were in 
^^» 80 eariy aa 1680, to moat in the faouae of Kir Ro- 
^Mrt Sibbidd once a fortnight, and aabaef[uendy in dte 
*^Ba^ once a month, for ntmry diaenasion and adcn- 
^ unprovement* Sir Robert waa appointed Qeo- 
Snpher for Seedand on the aoth September 1689, and 
*tt engaMd to publldi the natnral hiateiy and geo- 
8>»plrical deecrii^on of that kingdom. He waa farther 
*nittinted Prafeasor of Medicine in the eoUege by dio 
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magistates on the 5th Mareh 1685. In this year tiie 
Boyal College of Physicians pubHshed the first Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia. 

But ^e time was now come when the defects that 
Edhibiuvh as to medieal science had laboured under 
were to be removed, aid a school established, which 
was one dby to be the first in Europe. For the esta^- 
blishment of this school, the Scottish metropolis is 
indebted, next to the celebrated individuals above 
menticned, to Mr John Monro. i 

John Monro was the youngest son of Sir Alexander ^ 
Monro of Bearcroft in Stirlingshire. He was educated ^ 
as a surgeon-apothecary at Edinburgh, and served finr > ] 
some years in the army under King William in Flan- ], 
ders. About three years after the bir& of his son ^ 
Alexander, his only child, which haj^iened at London ^^ 
on the 19th September 1097, he quitted the army and ,|^ 
went to Edinburgh, where his eDj;agiiu; manners and ^^ 
knowled^ in his profession soon mtroduced him into ^^^ 
an extensivepractioe. His son, Alexander, early show- j^ 
ed an inclination to the study of physic ; and tfiie fit- ^^ 
ther, perceiving the bent of his genius, promoted iiis ^ 
views by every means in his power. After givinghim , 
the best ediication that Edinbuigh at that time mttd- ^ 
ed, he sent him succeasiveljr to London, Paris, and .^ 
Leyden, to improve him in his profestton. On hia re- ^ ^ 
turn to Edinburgh in autumn 1719, his aocomplidi- |;|* 
ments were such as gained him the regard of aU the ^ 
lovers of medical sdenoe, and many of the fiiculty sig« ^' 
nified their wishes that he riiould open a dass for ana-* ^^ 
tomical demonstration. By the pennasiotts of hiBJ^^ 
fitiends young Monro accordingly ventured to com-j^*^ 
mence as a public teacher ; and Messrs Drummond|v ^ 
and Macgill, who were then conjunct nominal profesa^i * 
on and d^onstirators of anatomy to the auzgeonfl^;^ 
company, having rescued in bis fiivour, he undertookjfT^ 
the task, with a view to render it more extensivdy tue^^ 
fid. At his first appearance as a teacher, he had theL7^< 
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ifictue itigtingni«hed the g^wiu that was (o belheFap 
ther of anatomy in the Univensi^ i»f BdinhurEh. 

Mr John Monro, at the same time that he ^indu- 
ced his aon to audi a hriUiant career, also ptevalled 
on Br Akton> then a young man« to give lome pnUk 
iectoiea on holany. These two yoong profeaaovs a». 
oidingly, in the haginning of the winter 1190, hf«n 
to giTe oouraea of lectniBa, the one on Materia Medioa 
and Botany, the other ^n. Anatomy and Skugoiy, which 
were the wit regnhar ODuraea of ket«rea en any of the 
brmchea of medicine that ever had been read at Edin- 
burgh, fiefiue thia period, however^ Dr Oawfind 
iud in winter giyen a anperficial eonrae of Chemiatry, 
md in aammer a slight sketoh of botanical leetona on 
a few officinal jdants, was read by Dr Freaton ; bnt 
neither of these attempta had excited mwk inteieet, 
« was attended with mnch advantage. 
Ahoat this time, encooragad by the flattering vaeao* 
tin which hia aon and hia yoothinl ooUeMie met wim, 
Ml John Monro oommumcated to Uie phyaiciana and 
Wf^ns of Edinbnigh a plan, which he had long 
fonned in his own mind, of having the diflferait btan* 
ches of medicine and surgery r^gokrly tawbt at 
Edinburgh ; and by their intereat ragvlar teacners in 
ibe diiesent departments were instituted in the nni« 
yerdty. Young Monro received a Ibiinal appaantment 
Bi USl ; Dr Sinclair delivered leclwea on the theory 
*f mediciiie ; Dr Butherfinrd on the pcadlce ; In 
^mmer on chemistry ; and Dr Alston on mttcfia 
a and botany. The plan to a medical e^oiti<m 
„ atill inoomplete without an hoaaital* (the <ndy 
at that time being a amall establiahment pn^ected 
Dr Balfimr,) subscriptiana wcte aet on ftot te 
pmrpoae, and oonsidcsahle suma zaiaed, chiefly by 
exertiona of Dr Monro Primui, and the worthy 
^masistrate. Provost Drummond. In consequence 
tlas& Royal Infirmary was founded, and in no 
^ time opened ftor the reoentiou of patienta. flocn 
"^ the Royal Medical Sooety of fidinfaurgh war 

p2 
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inBdtnted, and a school of medidne was thus establish- 
ed, which rapidly rose to be the ftnt in Europe. 

Dr Collen was called to a chair in the Uniyersity of 
Edinburgh in tibe ]rear 1766, Dr Jdin Gregory^ de-> 
foended mm a fiinuly in which genius was hereditary, 
was appointed Professor of Mecudne about the year 
1765 ; and Dr Black, who first led the way to the mo- 
dem discoyeries in chemistry, was appointed teadier 
of that branch of sdence in 1769. A profinnnahip of 
Midwiftry was instituted in 1756 : one of Clinical 
Surgery some time afterwards. A professorship of 
Medicid Jurisprudence was instituted m 1807 ; one of 
Military Surgery in the same year ; and in 18S4, a {no- 
ftssorship of Conyeyandng. 

While the diffbrent branches of education connected 
with medidne were thus sucoessfldly taught, the other 
sdences were not neglected. James Gregory, the in- 
yentor of the reflecting telescope, Dayid Gregory, his 
nephew, afterwards professor or astronomy at Oxfiiid, 
and James Gregory, nis brother, successiydy hdd the 
mathematical chair. The two last were the first to 
promulgate the philosophy of Newton in Scotland ; 
and the celebrated Maoaurin, who succeeded to the 
same chair, was one of the most illustrious disdples of 
that great philosopher. Dr Matthew Stewart, and lat- 
terly Mr Playfur and Mr Leslie, successiydy profina- 
ors of mathematics, haye maintdned the celebrity of 
this chair, and of the uniyerdty, by a display of talent 
whidi has sddom been eaualled. 

In NdturcU History the univerdty of Edinburgh 
has been but latdy distinguidied. The first professor 
of this branch of sdence was Dr Robert Ramsay, to 
whom the chsir was instituted by the Crown in 1767. 
He waa succeeded b]r Dr John Walker, in 1781^ wlui 
first read lectures in natural history in that year. 
Fxior to this period, although lectures on botany were 
giyen, and though the late Dr Hope was a dlstinguiah- 
ed botanist, yet the other departments of natural his- 
tory were but little cultiyated in Scotland. Dr Walker 
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w» ui exodknt leetnier, and ttu^t mfftwftilly ftr 
mmy yean. But it remained fbr tne preient pnfbiB" 
or^ Mr Jameson, to direct the public attention by bis 
poweriul talents to tins branch of study ; and the cele- 
brity of his works and prelections haye already raised 
the r^utatiou of Edinburgh to the first nuuc as a 
school of mineralogy. To the same gentleman the 
public are indebted for the formation of the College 
Museum, which has risen into consequence under ma 
aetiTe superintendence, and which promises soon to be 
one of the best selected collections m Europe. 

A professorship of A^culture was fimnded some 
jfears ago in the imiversity, which has tended, in no 
small degree, to improve tne practice of husbandry, by 
«»qihin^"g science with its practical details. 

The students who attend the University of £din« 
burgh are not, like most others in the kingdom, under 
the necessity of adopting any particular mode of living. 
Neither do the rules of the college require that th^ 
should appear in a dress different finom that of the 
other citiaens. In the arrangement of their acadami- 
ckI studies they are also leit at perfect freedom; it 
being only necessary in taking d^prees in medicine to 
have attended the prescribed classes a certain number 
of sessions ; and, in divinity, to have attended the Di- 
vinity Hall, in addition to the other branches of study 
which the national church prescribes. The degree ca 
ObdQV of Medicine is conferred annually in August. 
The candidates prepare and print a thesis, and the Iss , 
examination Is a public one. 

The magistrates of Edinbuwh are the chief patrons 
Ckf the university, and possess tne riygfat of nommating 
to all the chairs except niiie, which belong to the 
GiowB, and one, that of Agriculture, established by a 
piivate individual. Sir G. F. Johnston. " With what 
integrity and discernment persons have been chosen to 
preside in each of these departments," said the elo- 
quent Robertson, in a speech made at the feundation 
of the new college, '* the character of my learned col- 



11^ UNITEmBlTiY. 

leigUM ftffiiids the most laUifVuig eTid^ioe. Fboiq 
caoMmee in their abilities, and a^iduity in dischwg^ 
ing the duties of their respective offices, the Univerai- 
iy of Edinburgh has become a seat of education, not 
oidy to youth in every part of the British dominioBB, 
but, to the honour of our countryt students have been 
•Itiaeted to it fium ahnost every nation in Europe, and 
every state in America." 

The mean appearance which the oLl buildings of 
the universijty exhibited, bemg ill suited to the fume 
which it had acquired, was long a subject of general 
complaint The difficuitieB which pesented them- 
adves to the projection of a new budding, kxntewr, 
beoaming leas formidable, a '^ Memorial relating to 
the University of Edinburgh" was drawn up hy one 
of ita proilMsors in the year 1763. In this memorial 
a proposal for rebuildii^ the &bvic of the coU^e pa a 
regular plan, on die site of the old buildings, waasob* 
mstted to the consideration of the public ; voluntary 
contributions were to be received from patriotic indi- 
viduals, and places were to be opened for sulramptuMi, 
under the management of proper persons, in order to 
raise a ftmd sufficient for carrying on the defogn. 
This proposal seemed for a time to interest the pub- 
lic; but the means bein^ insufficient to realise the 
project, it was laid aside till a more fiivourable oraor* 
tunity should present itself. The American war, now- 
ever, preventea the revival of the scheme during the 
tune of its continuance. But after peace had again 
restored prosperity, energy, and pubUc spirit^ the de» 
sign was once more brought before the puUie in the 
year 1785, in a well-written letter to the Bight Hon. 
Henry Dundas,- (late Visoount Melville,) ^' On the 
proposed improvements of the city of Edinburgh,, and 
on the means of aocomplisbing tht^m." »Soon alter 
ibis die magistrates of the city set on foot a subsarip- 
tion for erecting a new structure, according to a design 
which had been prepared bv the celebrated arebitecti 
Mr Robert Adam. Coosiaeroble sums having been 
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thus obtained^ part of the old buildiiig was pulled 
down, and the foundation-stone of the new college 
was laid on the 16th of NoTember 1789, by Lord Na- 
pier, as Grand Master Mason of Scotland, the d»> 
aoendant of '' a man whose original and nniTcrsal ge- 
niiis placed him high among the ilhtstrioos persona 
who have oontribated most eminently to enlarge the 
boondaries of human knowledoe." 

The building was aocordinny begun, and for aomt 
time went on rapidly. But we sum ooUeeted, thou^ 
luee, bdng fior ftom sufficient fiir Uie eiectioa of a 
building ofsudi elegance and magnitude, it waa ne- 
oessarilT stopped ; and thouii^ the eaat front was i^ 
terwaids partiallj finished, the erection seemed too ex« 
tensive to be finished by local subscription. 

In 1815, however, by the exertions of Sir John 
llaiioribanks and the member fhr the dty, the matter 
ivas brought beftre Parliament, and an yearly grant of 
L. 10,000 was i>rocuKd, to be expended in the comple- 
tion of &e building, under the superintendanoe of 
oommiasioners mpointed by Parliament These com- 
miflsionen accordingly met on the 4th December 1816, 
in order to receive the plana and specifications which 
had been prepared by their direction. The plan of 
Mr W. H. Playfidr was then adopted, and the prize of 
100 guineas was adjadged to that eentleman. The se« 
oond prize of 80 gniiSas ins awarded to Mr Bum, ar- 
c^tect According to Mr Playfiur's plan, the exterior 
of the building, as origmaUy pkmnea bv Adam, is to 
be retained with Y&rv uttle alteration ; out there will 
be a total departure nrom the interior arrangements. 

By the original plan of Mr Adam, there were to 
hxfe been two internal courts. The east ftont, in 
which is the principal ^ate, is to be adorned with a 
dome. A hanasome portico, supported by cohunns of 
ibe Doric order, 96 Kct high, and each finrmed of one 
stone, fiirms the chief entrance* Over the gate is the 
ftdlowing inscription : Aeademia Jaoobi VL Seohntm 
•R^^, Amno poH Chrtitum Naium m,d,lxxsii In* 
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siHuia ; annoque ii,]>cc,lxxxix, Bewmui coepta ; 
Regnanie Georgia HI, Principe Mwn^cemiiMsimo ^ 
UrbU Edinensis Prafecio ITioma Elder; Academies 
JPrimario OuUelmo Robertsom, Architecte Roberto 
Adam* 

The cast aod west sides of Ibe square ue 1US ftet 
in lengthy and the acNith and north 356. 

The new Library is to fonii the sonih side of Ihe 
square, and, besides the grand staiieaae, is to oocnpy 
two Boon of J 98 &et in lengtib ; the 'Upper floor to be in 
one apartmisit. 

The joth^ parta of the building are Jaid out in daafr- 
roomsfor the different fffofessorsy and oAor neceasary 
«econimadali<»ia. 

The winter session of the ooUege continues for about 
six months, b^^ning in Ootob^ and November, and 
ending in Apru and May. The sonuner at mien be- 
gins in May, and ^gsaeimy ends in Aup;ust. T!o a^ 
oure their attendanee, students are M^iwd to bisoibe 
their names onee every month. Clinicsl leetves jom 
medioine and surgery are idso given on eases of pstanite 
in the Royal Inftrmary. 

The bruiches of education taught in the Univeisity 
of Edinburgh are the ftUoiiing :-*- 

The very Reverend Greorge H. Baird, D. D. Principal. 

I.^— LlTEftATUaE AKD PUSLOSOPHT* 

Classes, Professors* 

Humanity, Mf FiOana. 

Greek, Mr Dunbar. 

Mathematics^ Mr Wallaoe. 

Logi^, Rev. Dr David Ritebie. 

Morf^ Phi]oiophy> Mr WilsOfo 



NaUiMfsl Philosopby, Mr 

mbetoricand BellesLettres, Rev. Dr Andxew Brown. 
Universal History, Sir WiHiam Hamilton. 

Natwcal Hjatory, Mr Jameson. 
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Ckums* Projt*sors» 

II.— Thbologi. 
Diviiuty, Rev. Br William Ritchie^ 

^^^^^C^'^^} Rev. Dr Meiyejohn. 
Hebrew, &c. Rev. Dr A. Bnmtoii. 

eivftLaw, Institutes 1 ».. t-^«« 
and Pandects, / Mr Imne. 

Scots Law, Mr BelL 

Pablie Law, Mr Hamilton. 

Conveyancing, Mr" Napier. 

IV. — Medicine. 

Dietetics, Materia Me- 1 r^. i^ .«^ « . . 
dica, lid Pharmacy, I !>' Duncan, jun. 

Pmctice of Aysic, Dr Home. 

Chemistry and Chemi* > rx« u 
calPhannacy, / D' ««P^- 

Theory of Physic, {SSr^''" ^ 

Anatomy and Suigery, Dr Monro. 

Medical Jurisprudence, Dr Christison. 

Clinicd Medidne, By Members of the Faculty. 

Clinical Suigery, * Mr Russell. 

Military Surgery, Dr Ballingall. 

Dttnng ihe Summer Session, lectures are given in 
^e following braaobea of education :— 

Botany, by Dr Graham. 

NatmnI Histtny, by Mr Jameson, 

Midwifery, by Dr Hamilton. 

Clinical Leotureft on ]VledlBine». by one of the Facul- 
ty. 

Gtinical Lecturea on Siirgeiy, by Mr RusselL 
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In oonafiqneiice of a joint resolution of the patnms 

and professors of the university^ every student, before 
entering with any professor, must provide himself 
with a matriculation ticket, for which the fee is 10a. 
including aU public college dues. Attendance is given 
in the library to issue these tickets, and to ennu the 
names of the students in the Album, which is the on- 
ly legal record of their attendance in the university. 

The number of students who attended the difierent 
classes in the year 1884 amounted to upwards of 2300. 

In Edinburgh, besides the University and High 
School, there are many private academies and lecture- 
rooms, for dassical and medical instroetion, superin- 
toided by able teachers. 

University Hfuseum* 

Sir Andrew Balfour, to whom Edinburgh owes the 
institution of the Botanic Garden, was also the found- 
er of the University Museum. His collection consist- 
ed, according to Dr Walker, of a series of medals, pi^ 
tures, and busts, the remarkable arms, clothing, and 
ornaments of foreign countries, mathematical^ philoso- 
phical, and surgical instruments ; a cabinet with all 
the simples of the materia medica ; and a large coUeo- 
tion of the fossils, plants, and animals, not only o^the 
countries in which he travelled» but fifom the moat dis- 
tant parts of the world. This museum was plaoed, 
after liis death, in 1694, in the hall of the coll^j 
lately the library; and in 1697, iSir Robert SibbaSdj, 
his friend and coadjutor in every thing that related to 
the science of natural history, presents to the ooUege 
a sxeat variety of curiosities both native and exotic, 
and published an account of the mufiemn in a tract en- 
titled, '^ Auctarium Musiei fialfowiaai e Mosaee Sib* 
baldiano." At this time tibe Edmburgh Museum was 
regarded, as one of the most considerable in Europe. 
But, from want of men of similar taste or talents, this 
valuable collection remained for upwards of fifty yestrs 
useless and neglected. Many of the principal articles 
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wm atenetidj ftiid the cftfaer parts of it wm goinf 
npfdBy to decay. ** Yet even after the year 17^^^ 
ms Dr Walker^ '^ it ttill oontinned a cbnatdmble 
eoIleetiaD, wfaidl I have good reasoo to remember, aa 
it was the sight of it abcmt that time that first inspir- 
ed ma iHth an attachment to natural history. Soon 
after that period it was dislodged from the hall where 
it bad- been long kept ; was thrown aside, and expos- 
cd as Ittmber ; was further and further dilapidated, 
aad at length almost completely demolished." 

Dr Wa&er, in 1768, upon 'his appointment to the 
chair of natuial history, still found some of the arttdea 
ef Dr BalRMir'e museum, which he considered worthy 
of preservation, and placed them in his class-room, in 
the hope that they might long remain there, *' and be 
omsidered as so many precious relics of the first na- 
tamliat, and one of ttie beat and greatest men this 
cauntry has produced." 

When the present profesBor succeeded to the chair 
of natural history, the museum, whid^ was very pal- 
try, was contained partly in the lecture-room, partly 
ia an old outer and misemble apartment. The great- 
er Bomber of spedmens were found, on examination, 
to be in a state of hopeless decay, and were therefbre 
tfoown out. Professor Jameson placed in the collq^ 
hismra private oolleetion, and a tbw years afterwarda 
the muMiun was enriched by the valuable mineralogi- 
cal oalkuiet of the late Dr Thompson of Naples. These 
additioiks were so considerable, that the patrons order- 
ed the range of building occupied by the profbssor of 
natural history to be completely remodelled, and fitted 
up with taste and deganoe. But the museum thus 
eakiged waa soon fbund to be too small, and great 
anxiaiy waa expressed Ibr the speedy estabhahment of 
the muaeiam in the new buildings of the coilegis. This 
has bem accomplished, and the splendid new museum . 
isapnM4 to the puUic This building is the most 
siqperi> attd elegant part of the college. . It contains 
two gveat rooms, eaen 90 feet long, and aboat SO feet 

Q 
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wde, bendei smalkr «ide nMytmento, ttfteniil :glB0» 
riee^ and leetare-nKMo. The lower grwi room^U ap* 

S'opritted to the qnadiupeds and other larger animab : 
ere, ftr example^ are seen the Mone preaented to the 
Mtueum by Captain Scoreaby, and the akeletoii of the 
extinct or feaiil elk of the lale of Man. The ^/per 
great room ia lighted from the roof by three large lan« 
toma, and from the aide by three mat vindowa. Aa 
elesant gidlery runa round the whole apartmoKt. The 
walls of the room are erery where ooTered with aplm* 
did caaea, ooyered with plate glaa% for cantaining ob- 
jecta of natural history. The casea in the gallery aie 
appropriated for the daaaieal and m^;mfieeDt.coI]eo« 
lion of birda purdiased by the college from M. Dufreane 
of Paris ; the caaea under the gallery finr the TaluaUe 
collection of birds alread^r in we college. It ia aaid 
the entire coUection of mrds amounts to alxml 3000 
specimens ; the most extensive in Great Britain, and 
not exceeded by many on the Continent* In tfie 
middle i>i the room, the floor of which ia of iron and 
painted, are magnificent tablea, cOTcced with plate 
glass, and containing very fine ooUeetioiis of ahdK in- 
sects, and oorahiu The hufer eettemal gaUtr^, a very 
beautiful apartment, M> feet in lebgto^ centaina the 
great collection of insects, and a cabiifeet of minenla 
fin* the use of the studenta of mineralogv« The mpper 
external gallery is 90 feet long, divided into Uiree 
apartments of great beauty, and lighted fiiom the roof 
by elegant lanterns. The amaller apartments contain. 
peparations in comparative anatomy, the middi^ and 
larger room is appropriated for nihierals. Another 
large room is to contain & collection of all the rocka 
and minerals of the British Empire, am»ged iaa geo« 
grai^ical older. Studenta attendkig the kcturea oa 
natural history have free admiaaion ; the ticket iofi adU 
mission to strangers is Ss. 6d. 

The nmaanm of hnatomical preparaliaB&aa fartieii* 
larly vifluaUe. It is undler the charge of thOHroteaev 
of anatomy^ and has been chiefly fimned by the Either 
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mA gmidftlksr of iikm pmmt p w ftwqr* Ik«« ii 
al» a ooOeetimi of mttqmiail praptiattei h4oaging 
to die pnfenor «rmidinftry* 

BerideB tbe nanenmi ■oquWtioiMi btel v made, tht 
GoHege MuKom u dtflyieostTiflg great a^tioiiB from 
our adeentanNn cooiitr)rmea who rende in disUol 
eouatrieB ; end ProfeBsor Jameson, who OTerlooka n^ 
dicomsuuioe which may tend to the improvement of 
the sdenee whid^ he so saocessfully tcacnes ^ drew up 
some yean ago instractions lor preserring ol^jecta in 
attttial history, which, by the fkyoor of GoTemmenU 
wcve transmitted to our residents at foreign ooiirts and 
in the cohmiesy and wbk^ will, no doiibt» prodooe an 
anple anpply of speeimeiiB. 

University Library- 

The Mbtary ef the nniversit^ is valaable and exten« 
■ve. It owed its first bqpnnuig to Mr Clement LiU 
de, aclTOcste, who, In 158Q, boaueathed his collection 
flf boohs to the msgistratos^ fbr tne use of the citiiens. 
kxk apartment for holding them was erected at that 
time in the ehursh-ywd ef St Giles, (now the Parlia* 
ment Sqnsie ;) bat Uie college being founded in the 
loUowing year, die books were rmoved thither iu 
iMi. Tliere are properly two libraries belonging to 
diewniTersity; bnt oae of these, eonsisting mosdy of 
bsoks In divinity, is appropriated wMy to the use of 
thestndentsoftneolegy. In the librsry are many iu- 
tcnsdog historicsl docnmenta: among which are the 
eriginsi eontraet of Msry Qneen of Soots with the 
Dtaphin of Franee; a Bohemisn protest sgjsinst the 
oooneil of Constance for burning John Hubs in the 
yesr 1417, widi ISO sesls of Bohemian and Moravian 
nobles annexed ; and some oriental manuscripts. Here 
ii akw kept a beantiAil copy of Fordoun's Sootichroni- 
eon, beantiftdly written on vdlum. 

The new Hfetrary, sa betoe nentioaed, is to occupy 
tiHe soudi side of die new bnildittgs* 

Hm collego Mbnory of SdiidvHgli foostvea u wgff 
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of eirenr book onterad M Studontr^ - Hall. Theory 
other rand ftr its ra|iport is die money psid by stii* 
dents at matriculation ; and L. S given by eadi pn^ 
fesBor at bis admission. Tbe bodn aie under tbe eare 
cf a librarian and nnder-librarian. The number of 
^(dumes in the university library amoonta to «bont 
70^060. 

Royal Botanic Garden, 

The first botanic Garden in Seodand was fiirmed by 
Sir Andrew Balfour. Upon his settlement in £din^ 
burgh in 1670^ he had/ adjoining to l^ houae, a small 
garden, which he ftimidied Arom tbe seeds reeeived 
from his correspondents on the Continent* About this 
time Sir Andrew formed an acquaintance with Mr 
Patrick Murray of Liyiiigstone, who became an en- 
thusiast in botany, and determined to- form a botanic 
garden at his seat In tbe country. This garden, bv the 
industry of its master, soon contained nearly a ttum- 
sand species c^ plants, which, at this period, was ao« 
counted a very large collection. To increaae it stiU 
ftirtfaer, Mr Murray travelled through France ; but, 
unfortunately for science, he was seized with a fsver, 
end died on his way to Italy. 

Soon after his death Dr Balfour had his collection 
of plants transported from Livingstone to E dinb u r gh ; 
and, in connection with Sir Robert Sibhald^ procured 
B small garden for their reception. This garden was 
obtained from ** John Brown, gardener of the north 
yardes in the Abbey," and was, according to Sir Ro- 
bert, " atie indosure of some: forty fbet of. meaaoie 
every way." 

The collection of plants at this time amounted to 
about nine hundred, and theneooBsary expenccs.of the 
garden were chiefly defrayed by Sir Andrew Balfour 
and Sir Robert Sibbald. ■ Soon after this these two in- 
dividuals ^oooted^frwn the magistrate a loai^ of a 
piece of ground in the iieighbeuf hood <it the Trinity 
Hof[rftal, to which ^le plants ww e fqu a avad ; aad> by 
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ttcttw «r Sir AttdVew's IbMign oomipQiideMt, the 
nrdm Men iwe itvto comequenoe. The ]^riiiciMd of 
SieBe irefe Morion At OxfMI^ Watts at LoDdoD, Mar- 
diant at Fstis, Heman at Leyden, and Spottiawoode 
tt 'hitigien in AMcst, fhrni whom many ikhota from 
tiiat continent were receited. 

The projectore of the Botanic Gkurden were fortunate 
emmgh to procure^ for aaperintendent^ a yonng roan 
of considerable talent, and who, by his own industry, 
had preyioosly acqubed an extensiTe knowledge of 
^anli, and Ibnned a ooikction of medals. This yonng 
man, James Sutherland, whose collection d medals S 
still pvesenred in the Adyooates' Library, pnUidied n 
Hortos Eldinbnrgensis in the year 1684, which con* 
tihied A very respectable and accurate list of jj^anta ftr 
diat period. Bishop Nicholson, speaking of Mr Sn- 
tiierland, says, *^ His Horhu Meditus Edinburgenam 
nrpasses most of them. The great variety of seeds 
sod plants, which his correspondents alnroad have fiit^ 
slshed him with, hiive mightly increased his foreigfik 
slo^ : and his late pmond view and examination of 
iie shires and mountains of Annandale, Kiddisdale, 
&& hsEve amply discovered to him the ridies of his 
own oonntry; so that we faavo sufiBdent encouru^ 
iMBt to hope, that he wfll shortly oblige ns with a 
Hew prospect ai one of the best iiimished gardens itk 
fiurope.'* And Sir Robert Slblidd mentions a letter 
Dr Ballbilr had r ec eiif^ed fWim Msrdiaiit, intendant of 
tito King <tf France's garden, sp^if^ing fifty plants 
whidi he vrished to be sent to him fVotn that of Edin- 
boigh. This piece of ground, stifi named the '* Phf^ 
tat G^urdens," is now occupied as a nursery. 

The next garden was situated on the west side of 
the road to Leith, and OQQtained about five acres, chief*- 
W of light sandy soiL It was formed in 1767, under 
ttc sopetintendencto of Ihr JolM Hi^, then VnxBaimse 
cf Botany. It oontidifed two hot^iouses, a large green-^ 
house, a dry-etm, and a small nursing-house : like^ 
wise 8 crt fl ectton of plants used, or which wereibnner- 

49 
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If ii0ed» In nedicme; vnA an eijteninre vwngCTBjiif 
4^ luffdy herbaceaos planto> plaoad aoeording to ihe 
Unnean elaaaes and orders. A circular pond in front 
of the green-lyHue contained a oonaiderable nnmber of 
hardy aquatica. There was likewise a collection of her- 
baceous plants, formed by the superintendent^ Mr Mao- 
nab, ana arranged according to the natural orders of 
the celebrated French botanist Jussieu. This collec- 
tion, the tot on the saipe pkn which was formed in 
Scotland, extended to upwards of 2000 specif 

Dr Hope, who was a aealous botanist, enrlohed the 
garden with many rare plants ; and many of the trees 
«nd ahmbs fdanted by him afforded excellent tiitt- 
grown apepimens. Thie assafcetida plant, (Ferula aa- 
aafcetida,) cultivated in the open border by the Doo« 
tor, survived in the same spot till the year 1811; and 
the Dragon's-blood tree, (Dracsna draco,) which he 
planted in the dry-stove, arrived at the height of thir- 
ty feet, and was the finest specin^en of that pTant in Bri- 
tain* In an attempt, however, to cut it over» for want 
of funds to heighten the ro<^, this invaluable^ plant 
perished in 1813. Dr Hope's Herbarium is kept at 
the garden, having been presented to this establjah^ 
ment by his son, tne present Prol^ssor of Chemistry. 

The funds for the support of the Botanic Garden are 
miserably deficient for that purpose^ npt exceeding, it 
ia believed, L. 170 per annum. The salary of the su- 
perintendent is also very inadequate; and, were it not 
that this institution has been fortunate enough iq ppa- 
curing successively men of talents, whose enthufiiaiin 
in the pursuit of a favourite science baa led them to 
overlook every other consideration, the garden would 
long ago have gone to ruin. * Extra sums have occa- 



* The Jake Mr John Mackay snd .Mr CSaorgt Den, :bolfa 
enthusMtic botanists, suoQesmdy faeM the ofice of svpstin* 
teocleat of the Botaiiic Garden, and both •d4ed eoosi^eraUy 
.to its vegetable treaiurss. The prsssnt euyaiintiwdegti Mr 

1 
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sionally bean gvaated by the Buodb of Exdifiqner; 
but an increased and permanent income is neoeaary 
to keep this esUblishment on a respectable footing. 

In tne garden is a small square monument surmoonl- 
ed with an ttm> erected by Dr Hone to the memory of 
Linnsus after the death of that illustrious naturafiat^ 
with the inscription, *'Linnso posuit Jo. Hope, 1779* 

The increase of buildings in the neighb<mrhood of 
the late nvden haying rendered its remoyal necesi* 
sary, twdlve acres of spround were procured of the 
lands of Inyerleith, to the northward of the tillage of 
CanonmiUs, for the purpose of forming a new garden 
on an extended scale, the whole of whidi is surround- 
ed by a high boundary wall* The removal of the 
plants from the old garden was succesafully accomplish- 
ed, and the new gaiden opened in 1824. The stoves 
and greenhouses were deseed by Mr Robert Reid, ar^ 
ehitect. The great stove is about 50 feet in length, and 
is heated by steam. The roof is inade of cast-iron oma« 
men ted. Three hundred feet of small stoves are finish- 
ed in the same manner. When the principal suite of 
glazed houses is completed, (which, it is to bermett- 
ed, cannot at present be done for want of funds^ the 
e£fect will be truly magnificent. The dass-room for 



William Macnab, has introduced, naoe 1810, tha GyperiH 
f«pynuh the plaot which afibided the celebrated pafyiut of 
the aocicnU; fouiteen cpecies of Banksia, (among othan* 
Terticillataf oblongifolia, ladfblia, marcescens, graodi^ no- 
tAns, prostrata, integrifolia, and coropar,) which had never 
hefore reached Scotland ; Maraota zebrtna, Canna iridifloia, 
AidisU paniculata. Pancratium Amboinense, Nandina do- 
nesttca, Blighia sapida or aktXy the very ungular Nepenthes 
distillatofia, and Epidendrum vanilla. The culture ot tender 
|MIuatics was scarcely knofwn in Scodand before Mr Macaab 
intiodbaoed the practice; and in hia collection, iriiich as pretty 
eoniideyable, are the NymphsBa pygnuea, lotns, mba, stdbta 
vid veraoolor; the Nuphar kalmiaaai £iuyale fimiK» and 
Neliunbium speciosuna, most of diem new in this oouptry. 
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the proftsBor i« a omttiodious w^-l^ted apnrtmeiif , 
but pet^&tnAj plain. In Ae pkn fbr fth n^ w gardefl, 
room Ims been found for an ^tmnged collectiOil of tlie 
Jhttiees or shrubs, and separate depaitmenta £br the 
eerealia and arramina, now become so intereatiito to 
the scientific ftrmer, and the practical horticaltarist 
- During the mmmer session of the nniversity^ lec- 
tnrcs in notany are delivered here b^ Dr Robert Gra- 
ham^ the professor of that science. 

Ohservatory and Astronomical Insiitution. 

The Observatory is situated on the top of the Gal- 
lon HtH, a consiaerabfe eminence, almost within the 
elty of fidinbtorffh. The scheme for erecting a boild- 
ing of this kind was first fbrmed in the year 1736 ; 
but the commotion occasioned by the execution of 
Captain Porteons by the populace prevented the com- 
pletion of the design. It was again revived in 1741, 
at which time the Earl of Morton generously gave the 
ram of L. 1 00 Sterling fbr the purpose of erecting an 
Observatory, and the ingenious Maclamin, With the 
principal, and some of the professors of the university, 
were appointed trustees for mana^ng this sum. Mt 
Madaurin himself. With a Kberality characteristic of 
,an enlarged .mind, added to the above sum the profits 
arising from a course of lectures which he read on ex- 
perimental philosophy, which, witli other small sums, 
amomtted in all to L. too. The death of this emi- 
nent man In 1740, however, put a atop fbr the second 
-time to the execution of the project. The ftmous 
Short, well known for his improvements in the con- 
struction of reflecting telescopes, in conjunction with 
his brother^ now attempted uie erection of the build- 
ing. But the progress of the unfortunate Observatory 
was again interrupted by the death of Mr Short in 1768- 

About the year 1776, the money, with the aceumu*- 
kted inteirest, amounting to L«400, the plan fbr bufldw 
ing the observatory was again brought belbre the pub- 
lic. • A plan fiMr the inteiided edifice was deaignea by 
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Mr Cfaig, areiikect ; snd the fbundtk m il o B e of the 
building was laid by Mr Stodart, Lord Provott of 
£dinbttr^, on the 85th of August^ 1776. About tliie 
time Mr Adam, the cdlebrated architect, visiting £din« 
burgh, conceived the idea of giving the whole the 
a]ipearance of a fortification, fSar which ita situation, 
on the top of the Calton Hill, was very much adapt* 
ed. Aeocntlinffly, a line was marked out for indosinff 
the limits of toe Observatory with s wall, oonstmcted 
with buttresses and embrasnxes, and having Gothic 
towers at the angles* In the partial execution of this 
design, the money appropriated for the woric waa Uk 
tally fachaustedj and the Observatory waa once move 
left to its &te. It stood in this situation for many 
years. In 1799, however, it was completed hy tlit 
magistrates ; but in a style far inferior to what the 
Qtility of such an institution deserved; and beiiig 
poeeoaed of no instruments, and being provided w^tE 
DO fiind for procuring any, it remained in this situa- 
tion till the year 1818, when a more fortunate attempt 
was made to establish an Observatory on a respectable 
footing, by the formation in Ediabuigh of an Astro- 
nomical Institution- 

The Astronomical Institution had its origin with a 
few puUio-spirited individuals, who, early in 1815^ 
aasoaated themselves into a sodety under this title. 
An address was at the same time circulated by the 
projectors, written, it is said, by the late celebrated 
pr^ident ci the institution. Professor Pkyfiur, in 
which the utility of an Observatory to Emnburgh, 
and particularly to the university, was submitted to 
the public. " The importance of an observatory to 
an academical course of study," says this eloquent 
writer, " is so generally acknowledged, that there ia 
hardly any great scient^c establishment, from Madrid 
to Stockholm, where some institution of this kind is 
not to be met with. There are two observatories in 
SaglaBd, and one in Ireland ; and on the Continent 
not ftfierth^n forty," 



Hie AMwPo mi cd Institutioii ivw flnaUy eitabliih- 
0d on die ftoth of Msy 1S19 ; and the magistratet 
mnted to the aasodatioii the ground and building on 
ue Cidton HiU, formerlj destined for the pnrpoiea of 
an obierfatory, on the condition of their not being 
tippHtd by the institution to any other purposes. The 
magistrates, at the same time, granted a seal of caiiK^ 
to ensile tiiem to hold property, and to enjoy the pri- 
tilona of a oorpomtion. 

Tnt oMwts of this institution are to establish, 1st, 
A sciaitine obseryatory, fUmished with dl the fnstra^ 
ments reouired for the nicest obserrations of astrono* 
fl>y. Mj A popular obserratory, Aimished with In* 
straments connected with astronomy, of geneiul and 
easy use ; and also with globes, maps, atlases, charts^ 
and books, adapted to the promotion of nautical and 
geographieal sdenee. And, Sd, A physical cabinet, 
flimislied with a oompleto meteoKolc^cal appamtus ; 
and with such other mstruments and books as may 
be deemed uaeAil fyi the advancement of physicu 
knowledge. 

The property of this institution is held in transftra* 
ble shares of twenty-five guineas each, which, besides 
his own admission at all times, entitles a proprietor to 
introduce a fiiend, who may be also admitted on his 
written order. The second class of subscribers, who 
pay by annual instalments, hare only the right of per- 
sonal admission. The management is vested in a coun* 
eil, consisting ef a president, vice-president, treasurer, 
secretary, and an observer, with eighteen directors, 
six of whom go out Minually by rotation. 

In pursuance of tbese ofejeots, the directors fitted 
up the top storey of the old building with a Camera 
Obscura, whidi forms the chief attraction to visitofs; 
and the room under it contains, among other things, 
a fbur ftet achramatio telescope, some smaHer Mies, 
and a mdr of twenty-one inch globes. The celebrated 
Troughton was- also engaged to make a mural drde 
of five feet diameter, and a transit fostmn^tart of 10) 
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felt, of which lhe«tfiMlr<lco8lk<ne thwijiail «i« 
iieafi. The inagistntes of £dmbui|^h haying 4epQcitod 
a imall transit instnuaent which they had piooivred 
fi«B Troui^itoii lor regulating the city docka in the 
apartmenta of the inatitation, a room waa erected lor 
its JKception in 1914 ; and the same apartmeut la fur* 
niahed with an aatronomical dock. 

The new Obaerratory, a little to the east of the fbr« 
mer, waa founded on S5th of April 1818, by Sir George 
MaApnaift, yioe-president, in the absence of Professor 
Fkyfidr. It is built ftoma design of W. H. Playftir, 
£sq. The building is a cross of 62 feet» with four 
imgecting pedimenta of 88 feet each* supported bv aixL 
oolumns of the Doric order, fronting the lour tar^jnal 
pointa of the compasa. In the centre ia a dome, 13 
&et in diameter, under which ia a pillar of solid mft* 
sDDry of a conical form* aix feet in diameter at the 
basei and 19 ftet high, intended for the astronomicsl 
dicle. To the esat are piers for the transit instru* 
ment and aatronomical clock ; and in the west end^ 
others for the mural circle and clock. All these are 
landed on the solid rock. A small gallery ia formed 
lound the central pillar for the accommodation of the 
observer, who has also a room in the northern side of 
the building. 

Royal College ofThysicians, 

.The Boyal College of Physicians was incorporated 
by a charter from King Charles XL on the 529th of 
KoTember 1681, whidwwas ratified by Parliament in 
168^. In ibsax charter of inoornoration it is provided, 
that the Royal College shall, at least twice in the year, 
^t sll the apothecaries' shops within the cit;f and li** 
bmiea of £dinburgh« and destroy all insufficient and 
OQcntpted drugs* The hall for their meetinga is si« 
tositea on the south side of George's Street, imme^ 
diatdy opposite to St Andrew's Church. It is a hand* 
Boeie buudteg» 83 £^t in length by 63 in breadth, 
with a portim in front, pntjecting nine feet, and sup* 
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pMted Iff lb«r oolmniiB ot tbe C«xnthkii order^ M 
ibet in height. A idect library bekmgii^g to the sooie- 
Pf occupies a gallery which rana round the great room* 
The plan of the hoilding^ it is said, was formed under 
the direction of the late eelelMiited Dr CuUen. It was 
ftunded on the S7th of Nnftember 1775^ and is con- 
sidered a chaste and -degant imitation of ancient Gre« 
dab arebiteetore. 

^oyal Society. 

The first literary society in Edinhurgb^ <^ which we 
have any aceount, was instituted in 1718. The ma»> 
ters of tne High School, and the celebrated gramma- 
lian^ Mr Thomas Ruddiman^ were the original found* 
era. The object of the society was, the improTement 
of the members in dassical leaming, ** without med- 
dling with the afikirs of church or state." The society 
was afterwards joined by Henry Home, (Lord Bjimes^} 
who had from nature an insatiable thirst for infor- 
mation of eTery kind, and who was afterwards known 
to the world by a variety of able works. He was fol- 
lowed as a member of this society by Mr Archibald 
Murray, Mr James Cochrane, with other members of 
the Scottish bar, and Mr GecMge Wisbort, one of the 
ministers of Edinburgh. The names of the enli^ten- 
ed individuals who formed this society deserve to be 
recorded, as among the first men who, by their exam- 
ple and liberal views, attempted an institution of 
which the utility has since been so universally acknow- 
ledged« « 

The association for the cultivation of Greek and 
Roman literature was succeeded, in the year 1731, by 
the society for the ** Improvement of Medical Know- 
ledge." This society, which contributed not a little 
to the propagation of the most useftd of arts, had^ for 
its secretary, the celebrated Dr Alexander Monro prv' 
mus, and under his cio'e the Trwnmciions of ^le seeie* 
ty were published, at diflSerent periods, in five volumes 
Svo^ with the title of ^* Medical Essays and Observa- 



tMi9»'* The laeril of these T«liiBM «iti«eced the iMH 
tiee of the public ; tliey were pnised hj the great 
Halkr ; aftd their iitiMtf fvie acknowledged by au the 
leariMd i& Burepe. 

The Medical Society was soon exnanded, howerer, 
in the oouiae of improvement, into tne " PhiloeophU 
cal Socwty of Edinburgh," a liberal institation, wnich 
owed its establishment to the exertions of the great 
msthematician« Mr Colin Madanrin. The society 
subsisted ft>r a number of years ; and in 1754 pablisli- 
ed a Tolume of " Essays and Obserrations, Pfaysieal 
and Lit$my." A aeeDnd Tofanne appeared in 1759, 
and a third in 1771. 

In the year 1754 an association was formed in Edin* 
Wgh named the Select Society. This society owed 
its rise to Allan Ramsay* the son of the celebrated 
Scottish poet, and was intended fbr philosophical in- 
quiry, and the improTement of the members in the 
art of speaking. The first meeting of this association 
vu held in the Adrocates' Library in May 1754, and 
oonaisted at that time only of fifteen members, who 
liad been nominated and called together by Mr Ram- 
say and two or three of his friends. But in 1759, their 
Qomber arooanted to 130, including all the Hterati of 
Edinburgh and its neighbourhood. The society sub- 
sisted for a number of years ; and, perhaps, there ne- 
ver was an association more respectable for the charac- 
ter or talents of those who composed it. In a list of its 
members preserved in Stewart's Life of Dr Robertson* 
besides many other eminent personages, are found the- 
names of the historian of Charles V., the author of 
the " Wealth of Nations," and Mr David Hume. 

The Philosophical Society of Edinburgh, though its 
meetings were not entirely discontinued, appears to 
have languished for some time after this period, tUl 
^boQt the year 1777, when, upon the election of the 
^ Henry Home, Lord Kames, to the office of pre- 
sident, its meetings became more frequent, and its 
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biiBin6n ^nM condiietod wiui rmcwiBa wdoor md itto* 



About the end of the yeir 1789, homg^tr, m $k meet* 
ing of the professors of the uniyersky ef Edhtbin^g^, 
many of whom were members of the Philoeopbtcal So- 
ciety^ e tdlerae was froposed bj the Rer. Dr Reb^t* 
soil, principal of the oellege) for the mtablkhment of a 
new society on a mdce extended pkn, and afler the 
model ef some of tlie ferdgn aeademies which harre 
far their ol^ect^ the cultivation of et^y branch of 
sdenoe and Utentove. The fdao was approved of and 
adopted : and a inesohttiim was taken of soliciting the 
King for his royal patronage, to which the Philoso* 
phial Society joined its infliience aa a body. A char- 
ter was accordingly granted by his majesty, erecting 
them into a corporate body, by the title o£ '* The 
Royal Society of £dinlmrgfa, in the year 1783. The 
society paUuhed the ftrst vduroe of dieir Trantac^ 
iioHs in 1788, a&d since that time hate oecaaionally 
g^ven Tdttmea to the public. A splendid building of 
Grecian architecture, designed by Mr Playfidr, is now 
erecting at the north end of the Moimd, in which the 
Royal Society are to haye apartments. It is a paral- 
lelogram of about 90 feet by 80~*each fix)nt presenting 
eight columns of the Grecian Boric order. It was 
founded on piles, and will cost upwards of L. 90,(X)0. 

Werfierian Natural History Sootetj^* 

This society was fbrmed on the 12th of January 
1808. On that day a few individuals, among whom 
was the professor of natural history, met, and resolv- 
ed tu associate themselves into a society for the. pur- 
pose of promoting the study of Natural History ; and, 
in honour of the illustrious Werner of Freyoerg, to 
assume the name of the Wernerian Natural Histo- 
ry Society. Professor Jameson was elected presi- 
j^dent ; the society procured a charter from the magi- 
strates on the 10th February ; and their first meeting 
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ktnOMchiMnHm took pinet in the C4Wlft 
OD the 9d March 1808^ This effiacdve aawdalMNL has 
done much to disseminate a taste for natand history 
is fidinbiu)^, and over the whole ooniitry. They 
have akeadv paUished fyai octavo Yolumea of Mo* 
mom, which eontaiB many papers of grsat merit ; and 
tboogh the name of Warner dfetingaii^ea this assoda- 
^km, yet it is by no means to he nnderatood ftom diis 
circamstance that they exchmTely. fellow thjs doctrines 
of that distinguished mineralogist. 

Jhate are four classes of members^ ordioirv, non- 
resident* hoaoiary^ and &reign> with a alalia of sasooi 
atcB or eorrespendinff m^Qfthers. The list inelwtfs the 
names of many of u^e most celebrated natsralists in 
Bonope. 

The objects of natural hiatory presented, to the so* 
dety for preservation are lodged in the Col]efl(e Ms- 
seam ; and the meetings are held in a room connected 
inth the Mnssiun« 

Society of Antiquaries. 

The Society of the Antiquaries of Scotland waa first 
projected in the year 1780. A number of noblemen 
and gentlemen^ to whom the historical and other anti- 
quities of their native country were interesting, fi>ra»» 
ed themselves^ in that year^ into an sssodotion ftv uh 
vestigating these^ chiefly through the exertions of tbe 
Earl of Buchan> who may be considered ita founder ; 
and a royal charter was obtained fbr the incorporation 
of the society on the 89th of March 1783, The ao- 
ciety since that time have acquired a considerable mn^ 
seam of coins^ charters^ andent armour, weapons, 
&c ; and the first volume of their Tntimactions was 
published in 17953. 

The Speeulaihfe Soeietjf waa instituted in 1764 by 
fix students then at the unitersity of this dty. Its 
establiihment was principally for improvement in com- 
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pcMilkm and public roetldiig ; and in ^ caltimitiim 
of theae its members nave beoi highly soccessfiiL 



The JRoyo/ Medical Sodely of Edinburgh was 
ed into a body corporate by Kmg George IIL on the 
14th of December 1778. It is chiefly composed of ^e 
sentlemen attending the university. They have a 
handsome hall for their meetings in Surgeons' Square, 
and a very extensive library. 

The Rotfol Physical Society is anoUier esteblish- 
ment composed cmefly of the young gentlemen attend- 
ing the university. They have a neat hall in l^di- 
mond Street for their meetings. The NiUund Hit- 
tory Society, founded in 1782, and the Chemical So" 
cietfj are now incorporated with the Royal Physical 
Society. 

Highland Society of Scotland, 

This highly important and respectable Society was 
instituted in 1785, for the purpose of promoting im- 
provements in the Highlands of Scotland ; but has 
'Since enlarged the sphere of its utility, by extending 
its encouragement to every district in Scotland. Its 
objects are the improvement of agriculture in all its 
-branches, the encouragement of useful inventionsj^ &c, 
by premiums and other motives of emulation. A 
groat proportion of the noblemen and gentlemeli of 
Scotland are members. Six volumes of their Trans- 
actions have been published. The Society have elegant 
chambers at the west end of Queen Street. 

Caledonian Horticultural Society, 

This society was formed in the year 1809 by a num- 
ber of individuals, with the intention of " promoting 
and improving the cultivation of the bes^ Idnds of 
zuits, of the most choice of flowers^ and of those 
^^tables which are the mosl useful in the kitchen. 
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Par ikltpiiijioBe^ a eertafn number of prise medals or , 
mittiaiiis are awarded annually to such nersona as are 
declared by proper Judges to oe entitled to the pre- 
ftranoe in the production of the8e>,and In the inveati- 
^lion by experiment of subjects proposed by the ao- 
dety. Coromunications are also received on any sub- 
ject Connected with horticulture^ though not directly 
aaggested by the society. Such communications are 
read at the quarterly meetings; and those papers 
deemed of sufficient importance are laid before the 
public in the society's Memoirs." 

The society consists of three classes of members. 
Honorary, Ordinary, and Corresponding. In the first 
dass are included the names of those of the nobility 
and gentry in Scotland who are distinguished for their 
attention to horticulture. The ordinary members pay 
a guinea annually, or a composition of ten guineas ; 
and the list of corresponding members includes the 
aames of many of the most successfld and experien- 
ced professional gardenezs in the country. 

To promote the purposes of the Institution, the so- 
dety, m the year 1817, deputed their secretary, Mr 
Patrick NeiU, one of the most scientific amateur hor- 
ticulturists in Scotland, and two professional garden- 
ers, to Tisit the principd gardens in the Low Coun- 
tries and in tbe north of France, with a view to the 
improvement of the fruits and v^etables of our own 
country. An interesting account of their journey was 
publis&ed in one volume 8vo. 

In July 1884 a piece of ground, in extent eight 
seots acres, was purchased for the Crown by the Barons 
of £xche<][uer for an experimental garden, and granted 
to the society upon a long and renewable lease. The 
operations for forming the garden were commenced 
in August, under the superintendence of a commit- 
tee, and a plan has been prepared fi>r laying out 
the ground. This plan includes not only compart- 
nents fbr all the diiferent varieties of fhiits and esculent 
vegetable$'--a range of hot houses and frames— but, 

x8 
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alio diviswma ibr the cultiune of plants &ig tbe Ai«i>* 
bery and flower-garden, and a pond for iiqii«tic8« 
Buds, grafts, and seeds of the Ye^tables cultimted in 
the garden, will be freely distnbuted to pniprietsrft 
and sttbsoribers. The garden is to be open to share- 
holders and their friends. It is to be fbrme^ and 
and supported by the sale of shares at twenty guineasy 
and the payment of one guinea per annum by membcis 
of the society. 

St^ufol efArts. 

This rery usefVil institution was projected early in 
the year 1821, and is chiefly supported by yoliuit«y 
subscription. Its olgect is to supply, at audi an ex- 
pence as a working tradesman can afibrd, instruction 
m the various branches of science, which are of prac- 
tical Implication in their several trades. The institu* 
tion was opened in October the same year, and lectures 
on Chemistry, Mechanics, and other useiul branches, 
were given auring the winter, at hours convenient for 
the tradesmen to attend. A library of tbe most use- 
All books is connected with the institution ; and the 
annual subscription required from the students is 15^ 
for the privilege of attending the lectures and the use 
of the library. The success of this institution has 
given rise to similar establishments in diflerent parts 
of the country. 

Besides these associations there are numerous others, 
under various names, chiefly formed by the young 
men attending the university, for improvement in 
public speaking, and other purposes connected with 
their different pursuits. 

Advocates* Library, 

The establishment of the valuable library belonging 
to the faculty of Advocates was prelected by Sir 
George Mackenzie, and proposed by him to a meeting 
of the Faculty held on the 11th of December 1680. 



13ie inilito of the insftitttltott iM instiDily piicnveili 
and th€ iHirary waa founded in 1688. In Uie j^mt 
169^, the collection was considenlily increaaed by a 
donation Ifoai William Duke of Queenabeny. In 
1700 the room where the library waa kepi being neav** 
ly destroyed by fire, it waa removed to toe place which 
it at iiresent occupiea, the ground flo<Hr of the ParJia-* 
ment Houae* Thia library, which is by ftir the motl 
considerable in Scotland, is chiefly supported by the 
money paid by advocates on their admission into the 
Faculty ; and the atatute of Queen Anne, which eat*- 
blishes a literary property of authora in their bookSi 
requiring that a copy of such books shall be given to 
this library* In the library is a valuable coUoction of 
manuscripts, consisting of classics, of the registers of 
fiomo of the Scottish monasteries, of illuminated mis- 
sala, and many volumea of original papers relating to 
the afiaira of Scotland. The Faculty acquired the 
valuable collection of manuscripts belonging to Sir 
James Balfour in 1700. There is also a c<dkction of 
prints ; and in 1705 the Faculty purchased a fine col* 
lection of coins and medals, Grecian, Boman, Saxon, 
Scottish, and English. Of printed books there are 
upwards pf 130,000 volumes. The books are knt out 
upon receipts, and a member of the Faculty may bor- 
row twenty-five volumes at one time, sulg^t to tho 
obligation of restoring them at the end of a vear* 
The advocates have it also in their power to oblige 
their friends with the bodes of their library ; so that 
it is opei), by this means, fiDr every useful purposet, to 
the perusal of the public. The establishment ia un* 
der the care of a liorarian, and four assistant-librari* 
ans, appointed by the Faculty ; and among[ those who 
have enjoyed the office of principal librarian may be 
mentioned Thomas Ruddiman, David Hume, and 
Adam Ferguson. Walter Goodall for many yeara 
hdd the situation of assistant-libraridn. 

The Advocates' Library occupies the ground-floor 
of the Parliom^t House. An addition to (he accom- 
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modAUon mufred ftv dids cxtensivft oollActioii imhi 
ptoeiired by th« ereclloii of oonrt-Tdoms for the Lord« 
Ordinary^ the apartment under which is occupied ¥f 
tile library. A splendid new library leoni also oe- 
eupiea the floor aoove the library room of the Wx?t« 
era to the Si^et. This room is 140 feet long, and 40 
feet wide^ with an elliptical arched oeiting very ridily 
panneled, S8 ^t high. The ceiling is suppcsrted l^ 
94 fluted columns and S6 pilasters of the Corinthitti 
order^ 18) feet high« with an entablature richly orna- 
mented. The centre compartment is formed by span- 
drOs into a dome^ with a large cupola. The dome is 
enriched by paintings^ executed by Mr Stothard, e€ 
Apollo and the Muses ; celebrated Historians^ Poets, 
Mathematicians^ &;c. painted as laige as life. 

The book presses are formed in piers supporting a 
gallery running along both sides and end of the room 
behind the columns. The apartment is lighted by 
windows on the south side and centre cupola* The 
floor is of oak, and the whole has a very impoidng 
effect. 

The staircase and anti-room leading to the library 
occupies a space of 50 feet by 92, and 45 feet hi^h, ex« 
ecuted from a design of Mr Playfair. The ceiung of 
the anti-room is formed into a dome richly pannded, 
with cupola on the top, and supported by ten columns 
and six pilasters of the Corinthian order, with a rieh- 
Iv ornamented frieze. The stair conhnunicates wiUi 
me old library under the Parliament House, which, be- 
sides the recent addition of a library room, 40 fbet 
square, el^ntly fitted up, has a fire-proof room fbr 
manuscripts. 

Librart/ of 0^riter3 to the Signet. 

This library occupies the first floor of that hlge 
range of buildings which extends westward fh>m the 
Parliament House. The principal ^o6m is 107 fbet 
long, 40 in breadth, and 9S in hei^t. It was laid 
out in its present form by the late Mr Wflliam Stark, 
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arehitect^ at the request of the society. Its length be- 
ing nreat io proportion to its other dimensions, Mr 
Stark divided it by open arches into two parts, the 
first of which is obfong, and the second square. The 
odling of the oblong mvision is supported by two rows 
of Corinthian ccdurons, whichj besides being yen ele- 
gant in themselves, completely obviate the difficulty 
presented by want of height, which would otherwise 
nave been remarkable in so large a room. It alsohap- 

Sened fbrtunately, that the distance between the win- 
ows was such as suited the space proper between oo- 
Inmna of the dimensions required mm the height of 
the ceiling. On entering the great door the colonnade 
produces a simple and noble efiect. The view from 
the upper end of the room is nowise inferior ; the co- 
lonnade, as seen through the arch, receding from the 
eye in regular and beautiful gradation. A narrow gal- 
lery, with a rich gilt balustrt^e, runs around the walla 
and the whole forms one of the finest library rooms in 
the island. 

This large room is comfortably warmed by means of 
heated air. The fire-nlace is constructed in one of the 
cellars, and the heatea air is derived from a cast-iron 
cockle about i»ne feet high. From this it is conduct- 
ed by pipes through the whole length of the room, ter- 
minating in cast-iron tables of an antique shape, 
from under which the heated air is deliver^. Prc^ 
sion is madeibr regulating the quantity of air trans- 
mitted, and t£e pipes conveying it are so secured as 
to prevent all chance of accidents by fire. The appara- 
tus fin* heating the room was constructed under the 
superintendence of Mr Jamies Jardine, dvil engineer.- 

Under this room was a lecture-room, where the Lec- 
turer on Conveyancing appointed by the Society of 
Writers to the Signet dehvered a course of lectures 
annually, during t£e Winter Session i but the magi- 
stnitea tiaving, m 1924, instituted a Professorship of 
Cotaveyandng, this branch of kwis now tauglft in the 
apartments dr the university. At the weit endof the 
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room, on the same floor> vt levenl smaller apartamte^ 
iqmropiiated to tlie reception of booke^ &c 

Thia lifaranr w«« founded about the middle of last 

oeotury, and has a lirgis annual Ihnd for its incieaae 

' and support. It is rery rich in the departments of 

British and Irish history, antiquities, topography, and 

bimaphy. 

The Signet Library, AdTocates' Library, Ezeheqner 
Chambers, and Court-room, aU communicate with the 
large hall of the ParBttdent House, 

Besides these libraries there is a Subscription Librae 
ry, established in 1794, with a yery usefhl collection of 
books, supported by an entrance payment of L.1S, Ifls*, 
And an annual sum of L. 1, Is. mm each subscriber ; 
*-«^ Stkct Subscription Library, instituted in 1600, (^ 
which the entry numey is L. 8, 8s., and the annual 
payment lOs. ;*--«nd a BibUo-Criiical Library , the ob- 
ject of wbich is to collect scarce and expensive books 
m sacred philology, and other subjects connioofied with 
the interpretation of the Scriptures. 

FBINTINO. 

It would exceed our limits to enter into any dfacus- 
aion respecting the invention of the art of printii^, or 
to trace its progress from the Continent to Great Bit- 
tain. It may be only remarked, that the art was disco- 
vered about the middle of the fifteenth century ; that 
the first books were printed at Ments about litfO ; and 
that, in the year 1471, a min ting-press was establish- 
ed at Westminster by William Caxton, which was the 
first that was introduced into England. 

Thirty-six years after printing had been brought to 
Westminster by Caxton, a printing press was esta- 
blished In Sdinburgh. Scottidi literature owes this 
estahlisbment to the generous and brave monsieh 
Jamea IV., who patronised the eoMtion of a printing- 
nress in the capital so early as the year 1507. The 
first printcfs, as appesrs fitun shereeords of the Privy 



Seal, were Walter Cbejpfman, a n^rdiuit in BcUll- 
bnrgh^ and Aodro Millar^ a workman, who mete »• 
dtmwelr empowered to exercise their trade by a grant 
under the Viirj Seal. 

Hie oldest spedmen of Soeltish printing hitherto 
diflcoTered is a collection o^ tracts^ entitled *^ Tho 
Portcotts of Nobilness*" printed in ISOS, aboat one 
year after the erection of the first press in Edinbutghj 
and thirty-seven years after the introduction of the art 
into £Dgland. These tracts are preserred in the Ad« 
▼ocates' JLibrary, Edinbargb. 

In tlie year 1636> another printer made his appeaiv 
SDoe. The first of his performances which is known 
is Bellenden's translation of Hector Boece> whidi bears 
to have been " imprentet in Edinburgh be Thommi 
Davidson, dwelling foment the Fryere Wynde/' Thia 
book (a copy of which^ on vellttm, is in the CoUege 
Libra^) is equal to any specimen of typography dt 
that period. 

Robert Lekpreuik was the next printer <^ consOi' 
quence who established bimsdf in Edinburgh. In 
1584 there seems to have been no less than six difl^ 
ent printers in the dty, vis. Bassindane, Ross, Chai^ 
teris, Mjsnnenby, Arbuthnot, and Vautrollier. Bas-i 
•indane was the first who printed a Bible in English^ 
in 1576. It was the Genevan translation, and was do* 
dicated to James VI. Mannenbv, in 1578, was iks 
first who used Greek types. " The Bible, for die nae 
of Scotland, by the Commissioners of the Khrk/' wa 
printed by Alexander Arbnthnot, the king's printer^ 
in 167^, " at the Kirk in the Field." 

The University of Edinburgh havi<ig been fbund^A 
in 168d, it waa not Idtig befbte it gave to the world ittf 
" Theses Fhilosopblcflt/' These wet-e began to hi 
prints in XB96, and thtf earfie^t typographeif to the 
college was Henry Charteris, the king's printer, Thtf 
first Thesea were in large oofavo« They assumed et 
^aarto fbtm In 1613; and befcure the year 1641, their 
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■iie waa faiaed into a large foliob A. collection of thaae. 
may be leen in the library of the university. 

Robert Waldegrare next established himself as one 
of the first printers in Edinburgh. The *' lawes and 
aetes of Parliament^ maid be King James the Firsts 
and his successours, the kinges of Scotland/' collected 
by Skene, and published in 1597, besides many other 
works, afford specimens of the typc^aphy of tnat pe« 
xiod. 

At the commencement of the seventeenth century^ 
the printers of Edinburgh were generally booksdlera, 
who, having acquired some wealth, could purchase a 
press, and employ artificers. Andrew Hart, who ia 
justly praised by Watson, the author of a history of 
printing, for his well printed Bible, was only a book- 
seller. Scotland was soon after supplied with printers 
from Ekigland. But the demand for books exceeding 
their abilities to execute them, a great part of the 
Scottish literature, at this period, was printed in HoI« 
land and the Low Countries. 

The Revolution in 1688 paved the way for the ex*, 
tension and improvement of printing in the Scottish 
Capitol* But it was not till .after the union of the 
kingdoms, in 1707, that it made any great T^roffceaa. 
In 1711, Robert Freebairn, James Watson, and John 
Basket, were appointed the royal printers in Scotland, 
and tlV9se were the first who, in Edinburgh, carried 
UkQ art of printing to any degree of correctness and ele- 

Snce. In 1715 a press was established in the city by 
e celebrated Ruddiman, whose learning and abilitiea 
entitle him to a pUce among the most celehrated typo- 
graphers of any country ; and in 1728, he was appoint- 
ed, in conjunction with James Davidson, a bookseller, 
joint printer to the university of Edinburgh. 

The progress of printing was necesaidlT delayed in 
Scotland by most of the works of the celebrated au- 
thors of this country being sold to booksellers in Lon- 
don. Robert and Andrew Foulis of GlaiB^w, how- 
ever, acquired a fame in printing the ancient classics 
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ndnQiem woiiii^ quite eitov|di to redeem tlie chft- 
neter of tbe Soottish press^ and to demonttnte their 
daim to be ranked among the moat iUustrioua pro* 
ftflson of the typographic art Subsequently the ap- 
peuanoe of Sir Waiter Scott aa an author, and the 
estabiiahment of the Edinburgh Review, have proeur- 
ed fbr Edinburgh, not only, the printing of worka of 
Dati?e genius, but transfmed to this dty the printing 
and publication of books from every quarter of the 
empire. 

Mr James Ballantyne, the contemporary of Sir Wal« 
ter Soott, and the printer of all his works, nad the merit 
of firat attempting in Scotland to rival the typogra- 
phie specimens of the sister country ; and the exam^ 
pie set by that gentleman has certainly tended, in no 
onall d^ree, to improve the execution of printing in 
every part of Scotland. 

From Mr Ballantyne's commencement the establish-^ 
■lent of printing on an extended and 'respectable basia 
in Edinburgh may be dated. Since tfiat time, tibe 
number of nrinting-nresses has increased rapidly ; and 
the art baa likewise oeen improved. Th^ progress of 
printing in Edinburgh will be best seen from the fbl* 
lowing statement. 

Printing-houses in Edinburgh in 17639 « • € 

in 1790, . . SI 
in lass, • • ^ 

In the 44 printing-houses now in Edinbuigh are 
employed nearly 150 printing-presses, and the work 
executed is equal in elegance and correctness to any in 
Britain. 

It is within these last sixty years only Uiat £din« 
bmrgh has made any great figure in the literary world; 
hnt aince the commencement of that period the value 
of literary pnq^rty has been carried higher here than 
in say otW country. Darid Hume received J^ 5000 
for the second part of his Historjr of England i Pr 
Bobertaon, te his Charka V., received L.4500;.»nd 

s 
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Sir Waller Seott^ Bart, hn, it is liMl«t0t'> tfdiit«d 
moi^ money fbr Ms admirable Hrrltings tbMit my pt^ 
ceding author. 

rSBIODICAL PUBLICATIOHi. 

The periodical publications of Edinburgh are^ 

The Scots Magftsdne, begun in 1750, published 
monthly. 

The Farmer's Magazine, begun in 1800, published 
quarterlj. 

The Edinburgh Review, begun in October 1802, 
published quarterly. 

The Edinburgh Aledical and Surgical Journal, hegaai 
in 1805, published quarterly. 

Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, begun in 1817, 
published monthly. 

The Edinhurgn Philosophical Joumal,. liegun in 
1819^ published qiiarterly. 

The Edinburgh Journal of Science, published quar- 
terly. 

Edinburgh Christian Instructor, published monthly. 

Christian Monitor, published monthly. 

Christian Herald, published monthly. 

Scottish Missionary Register, published monthly. 
- Edinbui^h Annual Register. 
• Edinbur^ AlnMnack, annually. 
' Ectinburgh I&reetory, annually. 

Newspapers* 

Edhiburgh Evening Courant, publiahtd Monday, 
Thursday, and Saturday. 

Caledonian Mercury, Monday, Thursday, BUd 6a* 
turday; 

I'he tldlnbttfgh Obseryer) Tuesday and Fridiy. 

Edinburgh G^tte, Tuesday and Friday. 

Edinburgh Adyertiaet, Tue£day and Friday. 

Edinbuigh Star, Tuesda)^ iind Friday. 

Thef Sedtsfoan, Wednesday and StftuMiyh 
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W^Mf Chrpiiidfi!, Wednesdaj. 
The yndependeat, Sfttarday. 
£dqifaw]g^ Times, Saturday. 
£diiKbwgh and I^eitb AdT«rtia«r» Saturday. 
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Many causes might be enumerated whic)i have re- 
tarded the progress of the fioe arU in Scotland. Prior 
to the uQiott 9f the crowns^ its situation^ with respect 
to Eogkud, involyed the country in aUnost perpetual 
wars ; and the feudal nature of the governmenti &nd 
the habita of the great barona» operated for ages to ths 
prejudice of every thing that was not subs^ient to 
baitmial power, or connected with martial glory. The 
small number of great towna, the poverty of the 
country, and, before the union of the kingdoma, the 
almoat total want of manufactures and commerce, also 
powerfully contributed to repress a taste for arts, 
which can only exist under settled governments, and 
in states of comparative wealth. Notwithstanding of 
these disadva^t^ses, however, the art of architectuiy, 
•B disfilayed in the baronyd castles still ranMiining, 
bat chiefly in the remains of those vast fiibrica raia- 
^ by our ancestors for religious purposes, seems to 
have mado considerable progress in Scotland at a very 
ttrly date. The Abbey of Melrose was founded by 
David I. in 1136 i that of Dryburgh in IISO ; that of 
Hoiyroodhouse in 1128 ; and Glasgow Cathedral was 
ttected in 1197. The intercourse which was kept up 
with Itdy, the seat of the head of the church, by the 
dergy of Scotland, must early have had its effect on 
the style of the religious buildings in this country ; 
and prior to this period traces of the Saxon and the 
Boipan conquests are to be found in their srchitectujcal 
leinsiiig. 

The o^Ue^ artists, however, do not seem to have 
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been natiTes of the ooatitry. King Robert Brace is 
said to have invited foreign urtiBte into Sootkind* The 
rites of freemasonry are believed to have been intro* 
duced by foreign artisans, at the foundation of Kilwin- 
ning Abbey in 1140 ; and from an inscriotioBon a Wall 
at the entrance of the south aisle of Mekose Abbey* 
printed by Grose^ it appears that the person who had 
charge of the most important religious edifices was a 
native of Paris. 

James I. is well known for his love of the arts ; and 
James III., according to Pitscottie, " was ane man 
that loved solitarines, and desired nevir to hear of 
warre ; but delighted more in musick, and polide, and 
building, than he did in the government of his 
realme." The palace in Stirling Castle erected by 
James V* about the year IS29, evinces considerabfe 
taste in architectural decoration ; and lihe roof of the 
king's room in that building was covered by a series <^ 
carvings in oak, which place the sculpture of that pe- 
riod in a very liigh point of view. Thiis elegant roof 
Ml down in part in 1777, and the heads which adorn- 
ed it were at that time removed. Most of these, how^ 
ever, are still preserved, and engravings of the whole 
were published by Mr Blackwood in 1817. The gold 
bonnet pieces of James V. are said by Ruddiman to 
equal the sculpture on the Roman coins in the best "pe* 
' riod of the history of that people. 

The first Scottish painter of any note was George 
Jamesone, a native of Aberdeen, who was bom in 1586. 
This celebrated artist, usually called the Scottish Van* 
dyke, studied the art under Rubens, at Antwerp. 
After his return to his native countrv, he aprfied wim 
indefktigable industry to portraits m oil, though he 
sometimes practised m miniature, and also in Sstory 
and landscape. Charles I. sat to him for his picture, 
as did also many of the great characters of that period. 
Jamesone died at Edinburah in 1844. Many of his 
works are in the colleges of Aberdeen, and his picture 
of the Sybils there he is repeated to have drtfwti firom 



Othig* beauties in that city. The octeUenee of jMae- 
sone is said to consist in delicacy and softness, witb a 
dear and boratifdl eoloaring. One of Jamesone's 
most distinguished pupils was Alexander, who after* 
wards became related to his roaster by marrying bis 
sister. Of the portraits painted by this latter artist, 
tbe fidl length portrait of Sir George Mackenzie, king's 
tdTOcate, in his gown of office, is reckoned the best. 

To these artists succeeded the elder Soougal in tbe 
reigns of Charles II. and his brother James II. (VI I.^ 
Tbis artist possessed a considerable share of merit, ana 
it is said that there were few great families in Scot- 
land at that time who did not possess some of his por- 
traits. The style of Scougal bears a great resemblance 
to that of Sir Peter Lely, particularly in his draperies. 
Corrudes a foreigner, is mentioned to haye been an ar^ 
tist in Scotland contemporary widk Soongal ; and hia 
style is said to have been far above mediocrity. 

When James Duke of York repaired the chapd-royid 
of Holyroodhouse at Edinburgn, De Witt, an artist 
of tbe Flemish school, and of considerable reputation, 
was employed to paint portraits of all the Scottish 
kings m>m the supposed founder of the monarchy 
downwards^ fbr the long gallery on tbe north side of 
fte palace. These fanciful portraits are by no means in 
general well executed^ though a ftw of them are paint- 
ed in a ftee bold manner, not altogether without merit. 

The younger Scougal, fbr a considerable time after tbe 
Involution, was the only painter of note in Scotland. 
This artist, however, was more oareftd of amassing 
Wealth than of adding to his fame. ** His careless- 
ness occasioned many complaints by bis employers p 
^t be gave for answer, that they might seek others, 
^eH knowing there were none to be fbund at that 
time in Scotland." The pictures of tbis artist are not 
of the first merit. 

Nicolas Hude, a Frenchman, succeeded Scougal- the 
younger in improving the art of painting in Scotland, 
^ehad been one of the directors of the French Aca« 

S2 
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demy ; but, oil the repeal of the edict of Ncntiy in 
1685, he flooght ref^e in England as a Protestant 
emigrant. He at first made an unsuooessfui attempt to 
establish himself in London ; bat on the invitation of 
William the first Duke of Qneensberry, he came to 
Scotland. Several of his pictures are still to be seen 
in the house of Drumlanrig. In his style and man- 
ner he much resembles Rubens, aaad the sldll of a con- 
noisseur is required to distinguish between the works 
of these great masters. Hude, notwithstanding his 
merit, die<i in straitened circumstances. 

Prior to the Union, John Baptiste Medina, a native 
of Brussels, visited Scotland, and being patronized by 
the Duke of Queensberry, high commissioner to the 
Scottish parliament, who conferred the order of knight- 
hood on him, soon after settled in Edinburdb as a 
portrait painter, though he had been originally bred in 
the line, of historical delineations. Sir John Medina 
died in 1711, and was buried in the Greyfiriars Churdi- 
yard. His portraits were painted with great fi-eedom, 
precision^ and effect; and several may yet be seen in 
high p^reservation in the Surgeons' Hall. 

The era of the Union, among the other advantages 
which it procured to Scotland, had a fiivourable e£> 
feet also on the arts. William Aikman, the friend ot 
the poet Allan Ramsay, was among the firat of those 
whoj at this period, went to Italy to study painting, 
and improve himsdbf on the models of me ancient 
masters. Af^r his return, this artist was employed 
for thirteen yean in painting portraits, which ne did 
in a style of great excellence. Mr Aikman died in 
London in 1733. 

Contemporary with Aikman were Richard Wait 
and Geoige Marshall, both pupils of the younger Soou- 
gal. Marahall applied himself to portrait-painting ; 
but he never acquired much reputation in his prifts- 
sion. Wait excelled in the delineation of what is call- 
ed siill-life, 

. John Alexander, a descend^mt of the Scottish Van- 
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dyki^ wbo flouriafaed at this time, teems to have inlie- 
liltd a large portion of tbe talents of his iUiutrioiiB 
pagenitor. Having studied in Italy^ he returned to 
his native country, and was patronized by the Duchess 
of Gordon^ daughter to the £arl of Peterborough. He 
piinted portraits, history, and historical Isndscape, 
with much success. 

AUan Ramsay, the son of the Scottish poet, was a 
painter of considerable eminence. He went to Ital^ 
to improve himself in his profession, which, after his 
return, he practised with great reputation. In the de- 
cline of his life he went to France ; but died at Dover 
on his return to England in 1784. One of his best pio- 
tores is a portrait of Dr Alexander Monro primus, 
which is now in the possession of his grandson, the 
present Dr Alexander Monro. Excellent portraits of 
George III. and his Queen, by Ramsay, may be seen 
in the palace of HolyroodHouse. 

James Norrie was a landscape painter of very consi- 
derable merit in Edinburgh, about the middle of the 
Ust century. He paintea landscapes of a greyli^ ok 
China ink sort of colour, which are often found on pan* 
nels over chimney-pieces, and many of which have un-* 
common merit, are nighly esteemed, and are often pur- 
chased at very considerable prices. The son of this 
Artist, John Norrie, succeeded to his father's genius* 
Many of the works of these artists are to be seen in 
^e principal houses in the old part of Edial^urgh, and 
ii other places throughout Scotland. 

De la Cour and Pavilon, two French painters, who 
settled in Edinburgh, increased the knowledge of the 
principles of their art, and initiated some of our most 
celebrated painters in the art of design* The celebrat- 
ed Euneimans, Brown, and Nasmyth, learned the ru- 
diments of drawing from the latter. 

But the progress of the art in Scotland was much 
facilitated, about this timcb by the exertions of ^wo in-* 
dividuals in a neijB;hbouring city. Robert and Andrew 
Fotths, printers in Glasgow, after havipg established 
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-thdr Art in thai town in a style of elegance imknown 
Mefare, with a laudable endeavour to extend the fine 
arts in Scotland, founded an Academy for that pur- 
pose in 1753. The scheme, however, was too great to 
oe undertideen at the expence of . private indiyidnals. 
After a vain struggle fat eiisl^eDcey the ac^emy^n* 
ally dosed, a(ter the d^th of its- "founders, in 1776. 
The benefits of the inBtitutidn>%05reyer, were not lost ; 
fi>r many artistsi since celeto^ted, aniong whom was 
Mr ElaVid AHan, were reared at this academy. It is 
worthy of remaris, that the GHas^ow academy was 
established fifteen yesirs befbreihat m Somerset-house 
was opened. 

The two Runomans, as already mentioned, . were 
tought drawing by Pavilon, after which they both 
went to Italy, where John, the elder brother, died. 
Alexander returned to his native country in 1771, af- 
ter a residepce of five years in Italy, and was in the 
same year appointed by the Board of Trustees fi)r the 
Encouragement of Manufactures, &c. master of an aca* 
demy which was at that tiitoe estal^shed in £dtnbur|^ 
for the jstudy of drawing. . Rundman at this time 
projected and began his great work in the Hall of Os- 
sian at Penicuik, the seat of Sir George Clerk, Bart. 
Another capitat performance, the Ascension, may be 
seen above me altar of the Chapel, Cowgate, formerly 
^ chief place of worship for those of the Episcopal 
persuasion in Edinburgh. The elder brodier, John, 
was also an excellent painter^ and, in the opinion bf 
the best judges, even stirpassed Alexander. His works 
are uncommonly rare^ as it is said he destroyed many 
of them before his d?al3b, wherever he could find 
them. 

Keariy contemporary wilji this artist was the cele- 
brated Jacob More, by many considered the fhst land- 
scape-painter of his time. He was born in Edihbuiigh 
about the year 1760, and bred with a house-painter 
there, when be began to paait landscape, with historic 
cbI €%vaxxL He afiterwaids went to Londoo, where 
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he eontiinied ibr some time ; and from tiiefice to Itt- 
Ij, wliere be died in the year 179S. 

Gtfvin Hamflton^ also a contemporary of the Rmid** 
mans, was an artist of considerable merit. He resided 
chiefly in Italy^ and his works are not much known in 
Soodand* 

Alexander Runciman continued to superintend tiie 
academy in Edinburgh till the period of his dMb, 
which happened on the Slst Octooer 1785. 

On the death of Rnnciraan^ the late David Allan^ 
portrait and historical-painter^ succeeded him^ as mas- 
ter of the academy established by the Trustees for Ma- 
naikctares in Scotland. Mr Auan was bom on the 
ISth of February 1744. He received the rudiments 
of his art at the unfortunate academy of Glasgow^ and 
tfterwards went to Rome« where he resided for dxteen 
years, subsisting himself chiefly, during that time, by 
the copies which he made from ^e celebrated pictures 
of the ancient masters. His flime, as an historical 
pointer, chiefly rests on a picture which he painted 
•hout dus time on the Origin of Painting, and which 
procured him the gold medal given by the academy of 
St Luke for the best specimen of historical tomposi- 
tion. Mr Allan died at Edinbui^h in the year 1797. 

On the death of Mr Allan, a competition for the place 
of master of the Edinburgh academy took place, and 
the trustees, with the laudable wish of extending the 
odvantages of the institution, resolved that merit alone 
should determine their choice of a successor. Five spe« 
chnens were required fVom each candidate, (of whom 
there appeared nine or ten,) and these were to be sub* 
knitted to Mr West, presioent of the Royal Academy 
in London, and other academicians. The palm of 
merit was awarded by these gentlemen to Mr John 
Oraham, who had painted many pictures of aeknow*'' 
lodged merit. Mr Graham, by the liberality of the 
^lUBleeB, was enabled to introduce into the a<^emy a 
ooQection of oaats of the most celebrated antique sta* 
tu«i, wbieb is only varpassed by the collection of the 
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Boyal Andemj of London ; and ike hmt awlflflMim ^ 
this ingenious teacher is tbe sueoess of th» pffpi» 
vitom he grounded in the principles of the art. Anymg 
dieae are David Wilkie, R.A. Patrick Gibson, William 
Allan> David Thomson, Alexander Eraser, and Wil- 
liam Sheriff, as painters; William Lizars and John 
Burnett, enflraTers; and William Soqnlar, sculptor. 
Mr GrahamwB principal works are, David Instructing 
Solomon, in the possession of the Earl of Wemyss ; 
the Bmrial of General Fraser ; and two pioturea for the 
Shakespeare Gallery. He also exec|itea many smaller 
works and some portraits. Mr Andrew Wilson, an 
artist of uncommon merit, was appointed to ancoead 
Mr Graham in the academy of the Tmatoes, on the 
34th January 1818. 

An unsuccessful attempt was made, about the year 
1786, by some of the Scottish artists, after their return 
from improving themselves on the Continent, to esta- 
blish an academy of the fine arts in Edinburgh. In 
the year 1791 Mr Alexander Nasmvth made a seoeod 
attempt, which was also unsuccessful. Another attempt 
at an institution of this kind was made in 1797 ; but 
like the others it also fell to the ground. 

At last, however, a public exhibition was opened in 
1808, Willi the most promising appearance of suoeess, 
which was continued annually fbr six supceaaive sea- 
ions. The pictures exhibited were many of them of 
great merit ; and though this establishment also ulti- 
mately ftiled from some misunderstanding among the 
artists themselves, or^ perhaps, ftom the want of pub- 
lic patronage, yet it certainly had the efl^t of diliua- 
ing among the public a taste for works of art, whidi 
can onlv be extended bv such exhibitions. 

An Institution for the encouragement of the Fine 
Arts in Scotland was founded in Edinburgh on tbe Ut 
February/ and an Exhibition of Paintings by.Aneieni 
Masters opened on the 11th March 1614^. This wati- 
tution is intended for the exhUiition of pictures tm « 
plan similar to that of the Britj«h QMwy tnfifisulm* 
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lu t9i0, paintings of ancient maaten wete edUbited ; 
aod tannally; since that period, the insdtntion sueoeaa* 
ihlly brought the pretensions of ousting aitisu befoie 
the tiublic, by exhibitions confined to their works sjone. 
The principal artists ht/re rooms at which their 
vorib may be seen. 



RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS. 

The regular established clergy connected with Edin- 
bur^ are twenty-five. Of these three are in the sea« 
port town of Leitb, two id Ihe sabnrb of Csaiokigate« 
aod two in the parish of St CudkbertTs. The number 
of parishes info wlodi Um city «ad depaidendes ia 
dinded^ and of which these are iha pattorSy is sixteen, 
including the suburb of Canongate^ St Cuthbert's, and 
Soutll and North Leith, and the number of churches 
the same ; but some of the buildings contain under 
their roof more than one place of worship. Nine of 
Umso par&faes are called coU^iate dmge^, or JkaVe two 
ministers eadi joined in the discliarge of ihe pastoral 
officek Beddes these, there are under the control of 
the eStabUdied church seven Chapels of Base, as they 
ate k&Vatd, two of which are in the Canongate^ obe in 
the old part of the town^ two hi thesoudiem district of 
tbeeity^ one at Stockbr^e, And one in Leith. - 

There is likewise a ohapel, which^ indeed^ nuiy be 
ahaest o6nsidared as a ehapel of ease to the esttUished 
chureb^ where the service is perfbrmed in the Qaelio 
at Ene lsttgaige> for the benefit of the Higblaiidera. 
It was erected in 17^^ and stood on the south side- of 
the (MStle; but the eotigr^ation retnof^ in 1^15 to a 
ttwM oommodidui pttM of worship erected at ^e head 
of the Horse Wynd. 

* The tottd tsumhei of fAsces for Irvine won^ip in 
B^butgh and Ldtfa is dxty-eight^ of the foDowing 
petivasiom': 



Eclablwhed Church, - * 16 

ChapehiHjf Ease* - - 9 

Scotdah Episcopal Chiyrch, - 7 

Camerooiana, - - - i 
Uaited Affpociate Synod of the Seoeaaioo 

Church, - - - 9 
Associate Synod, ... i 
Original Burgher, - - 1 
Original Antibur^er, • . i 
Relief, . . . e 
Independents, - - 3 
Baptists, . ' . ' . 4 
Methodists, • . 9 
Boman Catholics, S, Glassites, Sodetfr of 
JFriends,. Bereans, Unitarians, New 
Jerusalem Temi^ and Jewish Syna- 
gogue, one each, - • 8 

Total, 68 

St Giles's Church. 

St Giles's Church, an ancient Gothic fabric, stands 
in an elevated situation in the High Street, forming 
the north side of the Parliament Square. This e^ce 
measures in length, firom east to west, 906 feet ; its 
breadth at the centre is 129 feet ; at the west end 110 ; 
and, at the east, where the great akar formerly stood, 
76 feet. It is built in the fbrm of a cross. A lofty 
square tower risea J&om its centre, from which a tur- 
ret ascends, composed of four arches intetaecting each 
other, in the form of an imperial crown* A poialed 
apire terminates this stately tower. The height of the 
tower, from the top of the spire to the bottom, is 161 
feet. . In the turret resemblinff the imperial crown are 
placed a set of music bells, wnich are played an hoar 
every day. 

Tne iamous St Giles, abbot and. confesior, «nd pa- 
tron of this churdi, was the tutelar saint of EdinbwiglM 
The legend concerning him states, that he was aiuitive 
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of Greece, and was bom in the sixth century. On the 
death of his parents, he gave all his estate to the poor, 
and travelled into France, where he retired into the 
deep recess of a wilderness near the conflux of the 
Rhone wi^ the sea^ and continued there fbr three 
years, living upon the spontaneous produce of the 
esrth,^ and the roilk of a doe. Having obtained the 
reputation of extraordinary sanctity, various miracles 
were attributed to him ; and he fbunded a monastery 
in Languedoc, long after known by the name of St 
Giles. In ^e reign of James II., Mr Preston of 
Gourton, a gentleman whose descendents still possess 
an estate in the county of Edinburgh, procured a sup- 
posed arm^bone of this holy man, which relic he most 
piously bequeathed to the church of St Giles in Edin- 
burgh. In gratitude for this invaluable donation, the 
magistrates of the city, in 14^4, considering that the 
said bone was ** freely left to oure moyr kirk of Saint 
Gele of Edinburgh, withoutyn ony condition makyn," 
granted a charter in favour of Mr Preston's heirs, by 
which the nearest heir of the name of Preston was en- 
titled to the honour of carrying it in all public proces- 
sions. This honour the family of Preston continued 
to enjoy till the Refbrmation. 

At what time St Giles's Church was first founded is 
vncertAin. The first mention of a church in this city, 
that has been met with, is in the year 1359, when 
David II,, by his charter under the Great Seal, grant- 
ed to the chaplain officiating at the altar of St Katha- 
rine's Chapel in the parish church of St Giles, Edin- 
burgh, all the lands of Upper Merchiston, &c. The 
next mention made of this church is in the year 1380 
when a contract was made between the provost of Edin- 
burgh and several masons, to vault or arch over a cer- 
tain part of the said church ; and in 1387, when a con- 
aiderable addition seems to have been made to it. 

In 1466, the parish church of St Giles was erected 
into a collegiate church by King James III., having 
been before that period only a parish church, of which 
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ibe AI>bot of Scone wu patron. The cha{>ter eondoC- 
ed<i£ 9. proTo^t, curaU> sUteen pMbendariea, a Boaiii* 
ster of the choir^ four choristera^ a sacristane^ and a 
beadia. Tbe^ ssona at tbia time to haye been 90 Usm 
than forty altam ^Hinded and «apported in the chnrdb. 
The celebrated Scottish poet ana translator of VixffJ, 
Gayin Doti|^> was for some time Dean of St Griles. 

^ooQ a^er the .Befiwmatioo^ St Giles's was 4iyid0d 
into four sepanute places of worship ; and smaller 4i» 
visions fiw* various public purposes have since that period 
been inad#. The magistratss at the same time tm^ 
possession of aU ih^ sacred vessels and relio^ jmtg 
among others^ IJie coat of St Giles, and the sacred I'^Uc 
of ik^ artn^bc^pe^ enshrined in sttTcr. These were or* 
dained to he AiqpDsed of^ and the money enipl^ed in 
repai|:ing the church. 

In the year 16»6, the clock belonging to th^ ^bhey 
church of Xindores^ in Fifesbixe, was boi^igbt ifor the 
sum of h. $s ^Qotfi, to bfe pot i]f» in the spinpf>f thja 
church* In 1509 the tower of it was Hsea ss« wm* 
mon ^ifon ; bu)t the prisoners fasning dami^ed tbo 
roof> the town«>oounQil dischaig^d it from beinfg uae^ 
for this purpose evisr after. £> this chuxch, on tba 
13th of October 1643^ the Splemn League and C^^. 
nant was sworn to. and snfoseribed if the CommJMee 
of Estates of Parliament, the Comnussion of -tb^ 
Churchy and the English Commissioners. 

The four places W worship under the roof 0^ 3t 
Giles's are as fpUows :i— 

I. The Hiffh €hwch.^T\m is the chief dinsiim.0f 
St Giles's^ beiiig the choir of the csitbedral. In it is 
an elegant and finely ornamented seait for bis ]^%jepty^ 
with a canopy, supported by four handsome oplunun. 
This seat is occupied by the Commissioner to the Ge- 
neral As^mbly, when that court holds its aanwal 
meetings, These are held in the great aisJe of the, 
choir, in this church are also the seats of the Magi- 
strates of the City« those of the Judges of the Court 4^ 
Session, and the Barons of his Majesty's Exdnequerm, 
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DNKtittiid piiUir maUp mi thek ioW» •€ olllce, 
Miigtkettnttof thek mpeetm MMbni. 

t. Tbe OU CkmrA-^The Old Ghnidi it uftOer Um 
groit tower^ in the oeDtnl p«rl of Uw bniUHtg. 

3. The Toibooth C%tfrcA.f^Thi8i^aceof wordiipoc- 
eofies the Mmth*west quarter ot St Giles's ; and ao- 
{wed its prawni WBaom Asm the eiBOunstanoe of can- 
ttniMd cnmiMiB being hmm^ into the ebwdi t» 
bevastniMin pceiieaB i» thev exeention^ a finctioe 
wliiek has long beoi kid ande. 

ATw UaHky er IToiUa'f Moie Churek.--^Ma ehiweh 
o0niaieatheBortb.wastpartof thefalnric. ll was not 
fittodnp aa a j^oe of wonbip titt the jreat 1699w It 
n WMieBed ta take its nane ftom a' nudl vauk a^- 
ddiea to it being need at one time aa a place of con* 
flmnMBt fer liOtd Haddo. 

The plBe» oo which the buildings of the Parliament 
SkittBve stand was ftarmerij the cemeteiy of S4 Giles ; 
M in tluB bnrjing^gveiuid wew depeaiied the te^ 
udns of the neat Scottish Befiyrmer, John fnox^ one 
who^ in ihe cuscham of what appeared to him to be 
ri|H " never iBued the ftce of man." Within the 
dnodi, also, lie the lemainaof James Earl of Murray, 
Regent of Scotland, who was baseljr dmt at Linlith- 
ffnr by Haniltan «f BothwcUbangb. Napier of Mer« 
cairtsn, well knawn fiir hiaadnanrahle iniiention of the 
hgvitfami^ wan ako imesnd here. Hia moDumemt 
wasfifuertTon Ae mUMe of the noKlh watt ef that 
pvtwhkh la oaUed the New Churchy bat was some 
tinai^tiamrfbiedtntheinsidnofihacterch. Under 
tbe venerable arches of St Gales, teo, Hpose tine asbea 
of the gdhwt Maaqpm of Momaose^ who, in an un- 
Wjpfperiod of our haatory, perished^ amidst the in- 
aan&of the wnielenting Covenantcvt, by the hapds of 
^ common executioner. 

1^ patfonage of the chwrch of St Giles is now, 
tagilheF with att the other eataUiihed dwches of the 
eitf, in the magiatratea and town oomu;il of Edin* 
buigh. 
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The walls of this boildhig were formerly cnmded 
with paltry sheds occapied as shq»^ but tnese have 
been remoyed^ and a plan is in agitation for improf?« 
ing its extemial appearance. 

Trinity College Church. 

This church stands in the low groand at the east 
end of the drained morass called the North Lodi. It 
was founded in the year 1463, by Mary of Gueldres, 
consort to James II.; but the original plan serins 
never to have been completed. Only the choir^ ^e 
central tower^ and the cross of the church, were erect* 
ed ; and the fine Gothic style in which these are fi« 
nishedj make-it'to be regretted that the whole was 
not carried into execution* This church was former- 
ly collegiate, and its charter of foundation provided 
for a provost, eight prebendariies, two choristers, and 
a sacristane. The foundress was interred in the north 
aisle. Lindsay of Pitsoottie says, '^ In the zeir of God 
1463 yeires, Margaret Queine of Scotland, and doch- 
ter to the Duik of Gildar, depairted at £dinbiurghj 
and Was buried in the Trinitie CoUedge, quhilk shoe, 
had built hirselff after her huidlMindis deceas. King 
James the Second.'' 

This church lately underwent a thorough repair. 
The old seats and galleries, which had became com-* 
pletely ruinous, were removed; the fine Gothic win^ 
dows, which had been in a great measure built up with 
stones and bricks in the coarsest manner, have been 
opened aiid restored, and an entirely new arrangement 
of the seating has been adopted. The building is in 
the Cathedral form, and apjMsars never to have consist* 
ed of more than the choir or eastern part and the tran* 
sept or cross, the western part having been begun, but 
never finished. The noble windows on the north and 
south ends of the transept are now completely replac- 
ed, and admit a blaze of light. The pulpit, whidi is 
constructed with appropriate Gothic ornaments, corre^ 
sponding to the general character of the buildiogy ia 
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tBd iD Om emn of Um wwl aide of the MUcpl, 
tiiu the magnificent window at the other extzeni- 
^ of the church. The interior^ when viewed in this 
direction, exhibits a fine mednien of Gothic architect 
tore. The roof of the side ftialeebei^g rather low, no 
galleries haye been erected, which contributes to give 
more eflfect to the interior penpecnve. The door on 
die aonth has been shut up, and two others opened ai 
tha eaatem extopsmities of the aisleik On the north 
ids of die ohuteh is a connected building, probably 
intandad for tiie meeting of the provost and preben** 
darifii, in which it is aaid the foundreas was interred. 
This building is now fitted up as a vestry or session- 
house. This elegant church was opened for Divine 
service, after these repairs, on Sunday the 18th of June 

2Vo» Church. 

This ckuroh stands in the High Street, at the point 
whett the two bridgcsi» leading to the south and north 
parts 0f the town, me^t. It was first founded in 1637, 
and opened ibr puUie worship in 1647. It is of a 
aqnaie fimn, and is surmounted with a high tower, 
having a dook and spire. This church at its first 
SKdion was intended to have been roofed with cop- 
par; and in 1644. 1000 stone weight of that metal 
vtaa porohased at Amstwdam for that purpose. Bui 
the maBfljr being required for other purposes, it was 
aftarwuda ordered to be sold, and the church covered 
with lead and slates. In the year 1673 a bell, which 
cost 1490 n^ks, 8s. Scots, wss put up in the spire ; 
and five years ah&r the clock belonging to the Tron, 
or wetgbTliav^, was erected in iu At the time of 
haildiQg the ^i|th 9ri<lgej the cburcb was alpiost re- 
hiill I the north firont and elevated tower only retain*- 
ing their lbrm«r appearance. This place pf worship 
«aa fmnerly ealled Christ's Church, but acjems to have 
aoinirad its present name from its vicinity tp the pub- 

T 2 
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lie beam or Tron* On the north fronts oter die door^ 

is tills inscription :— 

ADKM i/aVC CHEISTO BT 

ECCLEaiJE SACEAItUNT 

CIT^ES BDINBUEOENI 

ANNO MDCXLI. 

The spire of this church was burnt down on the 
16th of November 1824, having accidentally catched 
fire from the burning embers^ blown by the windfiom 
the great tenements on the west^ which lodged about 
the wooden balustrade. 

Lady Festers Church* 

This church stands nearly opposite to the Royal In- 
firmary^ in a street which runs to the eastwara from 
the South Bridge. It owes its origin and its name to 
the piety of Margaret Ker^ Lady Tester^ who, in the 
year 1647^ gave to the citizens of Edinburgh a oonsi- 
derable sum of money to build a place of worship, and 
maintain a minister to officiate in it. The original 
building, founded in consequence of this deviation, was 
not remarkable for elegance of architecture ; but it was 
taken down in 1803, and a new church erected on its 
site, which was opened for public worship in the fol- 
lowing year. The new church is built, with a consi- 
derable share of taste, in imitation of the ancient Go- 
thic manner, and proves no small ornament to thift 
part of the city. 

Old and New Greyfriars Churches, 

These two churches, which are both under one xnof^ 
stand in the burying-ground called the Greyfriars 
Church-yard, anciently the garden belonging to the 
monastery of Greyfriars, which was situated in the 
Grassraarket. The Old Greyfi-iars Church was found- 
ed in the year 1612. It had at that time a i^jr^ 
which seems to have been used as the city magazine 
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ftr gonpowder. The aiamine, how«y«r« vnfortn- 

Mtely exploded on tlie 7th of May nis, and the 

spire was destroyed. The inagisUrateSy instead of 

erecting it anew, and the increasing population of the 

eity Teqairing additional plaoes of worship, boilt to 

the western end of the old edifice a new church, tha 

foundation of which was laid in 1719, and finished in 

1721, at ihe ezpenoe of L* 3045 Sterling. It is sepa* 

rated from the old church by a partition wall i and, 

beine erected posterior to the other, receiyed the name, 

whicn it still holds, of the New Greyfriars Church* 

Both of these churches have been lately new seated 

and repaired. The celebrated Dr Robertson was finr 

many years one €i the pastors of the Old Greyfinaia 

Church. 

In the buijing-gronnd around these churches lie 
die remains of many eminent men, among whom are, 
the first humanist and Latin poet of modem times, 
the celebrated Geoi^ Buchanan ; Sir George Macken- 
xie, the well known Scottish lawyer; the great Dr 
Archibald Piteaime ; the elegant lustorian of Charlea 
v., the late IVincipal Robertson ; and the celebrated 
improver of modem chemistry, Dr Black. 

Canongate Church. 

This church stands near the middle of the north 
nde of the street named the Canongate, and was 
founded in 1688. It is a Gothic buildinjp;, in the form 
of a cross. Formerly the inhabitants ofthis district 
tepaired to the Royal Chapel of Holyroodhouse to pep- 
ibrm their religious duties; but Kinff James VII. (or 
IL of England^ having appropriated it for the celebra- 
tion of Divine service according to the rites of the 
Church, of Rome, and decorated it for the instalment 
of the knights of the ancient order of the Thutle, the 
inhabitants of the Canongate were obliged to accom- 
modate themsdves elsewhere. One Thomas Moodie^ 
& pious citizen of Edinburgh, having left a certain sum 
of money for building a diurch, which had now acca-* 
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nmlated to a oonddenUe sum^ James ivas reminded 
of the eireaiDBtaiioe> ttpon which he ordered the erec- 
tion of the present dnirch, and the ezpenoe to be do* 
frayed out of die said bequest The expenoe of its 
erection amounted to L. 9400 StreUng. It was lately 
new seated and repaired. 

In the cemetery of this church lie the remains of 
the celebrated author of the Wealth of Nationa^ Dr 
Adam Smith ; and a " simple stone/' erected at the 
expenoe of Bums^ marks the burial place of the Scot«> 
tisn poet^ Robert Fergusson. 

St Cutkberfi Church. 

St Cuthbert's Churchy or the West Kirk, stands at 
the western extremity of the valley which divides the 
New ftCfttx the Old Town^ near the ibot of the rock 
on which the Castle is resred. The present building 
IS of modem erection^ though ibe ftum e i ^ ofanreh of St 
Cuthbert*s stood on the same qpot for many agea^ 
The architecture of this building is by no means de» 
gant ; but a handsome spire atones, in a great me^ 
sure, for the homely appearance of the omer pvt of 
this church. It is considered to be the laigeat place 
of worship in Edinburgh. 

A Chapel of Earn, conDseted with tke pariah of St 
Cnthbert s, was erected in the sonthem divimoA of the 
town in 1757, at the expence of L. 1900, for Ihi^ jEil^> 
ther accommodation of the numerous populaiion bo^ 
longing to this parish. To it is attached a maU ce- 
metery 

Chapel qfEatet CUrk Street, 

The extension of the pqpulatkm requiring an addi- 
tiDnai place of worship, a new Chapel of Sasdj to the 
West Church pariah, designed by Mr Boberl Brown, 
architect, was erected in 1898 on Uie west sidb of Cl^ 
Street. This edifice has a Grrecian fWmt, wiUi a por- 
tico, and a handsome s^^ve, about 1 10 foet high* 
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body of the church is 108 ftet long hy 73 ftet broad 
over walls, and is calculated to aooommodate 1800 



Chapel ofEasef Stockbridge. 

This chapely also connected with the parish of St 
Cttthbert's^ was built in 1883, for the accommodation 
of the numerous population in Stockbridge imd neigh- 
boorhood. It is a neat plain edifioe, of 80 feet by 68* 
with Ionic pilasters and pediment in front. A spire 
nses over it to the height of 70 feet. This chapel ao» 
commodates about 13^0 people. It was desigifted by 
Mr James lilylne» architect. 

St Andrew*s Ckurih. 

This church stands on the north side of George's 
Street^ in the New Town The building is of an oval 
ibrm, and is surmounted with a fine tapering spire,' 
168 feet in height. An ^egant portico, supported by 
four columns of the Corinthian (nrder, projects a few 
feet into the street In the spire is a chime of eight 
bells. The whole is elegantly finished, und has a fine 
appearance. 

Si Georges Church. 

This church stands on the west side of Charlotte 
Square^ and forms the terminating object of George's 
^(fe^t* fh>m which it is seeii along its. whole extetit. 
The front to the square is 118 fee^ and consists of a 
portico or vestibule widi four ooluama and two pilas- 
ters of the Ionic order 35 feet high, elevated on a flight 
of steps 6S feet in width. Behmd the portico rises a 
dome :upon a basement 48 feet square, above ^hich is. 
a orcular row of columns ¥rith their entablaturcj and 
^e whole is smrroounted by a lantern of eight colinmns 
at the height of 150 fe^t mm the ground. The dome 
is intended as a miniature renresentation of that of St 
^vd's. The extreme breadth of the building is 188 
^t* U was founded on the lith of May 1811 ; and 



Ifac]^ Hat doi^gaciiby Robot HaA, Eaq, architeet. 
The celebratod Aduiv wbo dnignod ike buHdiiigi of 
ihe square in which it stands, likewise fiimidwd a 
plan ror the church, which was relinauished on ac- 
count of its estimated eicpence, and tne plan of Mr 
Held adopted. The whole boildiDg, with me exception 
of tiie dMOTf which is seen to advantage in alraoat 
eftery dneetioii round the city, has a heavy appearance, 
aad in its ulttmste expenoe considenibly exceeded that 
mm which would have been necessary to erect the 
ehuv^ oo Mr Adam's plab. It cost L. 33,000. It was 
opened for public worship in 181 4> and is calcaliMed to 
contain 1600 people. 

Si Maryi's Church. 

The rapidly increasing popuktion of the New Town 
requiring an additional place of worship, a new diiB'ch 
was bimt in the centre of BeDeTue Crescent, fixnn 
a des^ by Mr Gillespie, and opened for public wor- 
i^ip in Janiury 1836. The front to the esst is cover- 
ed oy a portico with a pediment of the CorinthiaB or- 
der, projecting 17 feet A slender tapering spire rises 
from behind the portico to the height of 186 £bet 
The church measures 76 feet in front by 96 back, and 
is calculated to accommodate 1800 people* The whole 
is exeeated in the best taste. 

At the bottom of St Vincent Street, west end of 
Great Kuig Street, and fronting to the south, another 
Church has been narked off to be commenced imme- 
diately. The derign for this church is by Ifr Thomas 
Brown, svipertntendant of public works in the dty, 
and is of tne Grecian order with hexastyle pordeo in 
the centre, and towers upon the angles fbr docks and 
vanes. The interior fbrms an oval of about 90 feet by 80 
lighted from the roof; and it is calculated to accom- 
modate 1800 persons. 
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The cleigT of the Scottish Episoopal chordb ak nip- 
ported by their ooogre^tions ; but a ftuod has been 
established by subscriijptioB* itnder the naiuigeiiieiit of 
trustees* fbr the purpose of being invested in ^vem- 
toent securities^ the annual interest of which u to be 
diTided by them into such stipends as the extent of the 
iiuid and the exigencies of the casea nay requive. 

The Scottish Episcopal church has fiye nlacea of 
mwship in £diubui«h, and one in Leith* Tae aiiia« 
ber of dioceses in the whole ooontry is six^ anperin- 
tended by as many bishops ; and the plaoea of worship 
amount to nearly aixty. 

Si Pouts CMtfeL 

St Faults Cbutel stands on the north side of York 
Place, "fhe style of the architecture is Grothic, «id 
taken from that which preTaHed in the time of Henry 
VI., a specimen of whica may be seen in King's College 
Chapel« Cambridge. Ilie building consists of a nave, 
vith ibur octagon towers at the angles, and two side 
lisles. The pulpit is at the east end of the chapel^ 
ud immediately before the communion table; the 
Qi;g;an occupies tne gallery at the west end, immediately 
dbove the entrance; andtwogaUeneaoooupythennper 
part of the two side aisles. In the north-^east ang& of 
the building is the vestry room. The three other an- 
§e& of the building are occupied by a ta ir oas es fbr the 
BnUeiies ; the iwo on the south side baving entrances 
Qoin the street. The grand entrance is on the west 

The length of the chs^l over the walls is ISS feet 
9 inches by 73 feet. The interior dimensions are lOS 
^t 9 inches by 63 &et. The nave is 105 foet 9 inches 
\q 26 fbet, and 46 feet bi^b, and contains Uie altar to* 
vatd the east ; the two aisles are each 79 feet by 15 
t^t 6 inches, and 29 ibct Ingh. 

The ceilii^ of the nave is a fiat Gothic ardi covered 
tub ornAtfu;ntcd tracery mouldingSj as we a)^ the. 
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ceilings of the side aisles. The ceilings under the gal- 
leries are decorated with perforated rihs^ and head and 
point ornaments. The pulpit and fronts of the gal- 
leries and linings around the communion tahle are of 
oak, and ornamented in a suitable manner. 

The great eastern window is fitted up with painted 
glass by Mr Egginton of Birmingham. In the centre 
appears the cross amid rays of glory. The upper part 
of the western window is also filled with stained glass. 

This handsome Gothic chapel was built from a de- 
sign of Archibald Elliot, Esq. and does great credit to 
the genius and taste of the architect. It was begun 
in February I8I69 and finished in June 1818. The 
expence of its erection was L. 12,000, which was 
raised by voluntary subscription among the members 
of the congregation. The Reverend Archibald Alison, 
the well known author of ** Essays on Taste," and of 
two volumes of Sermons, and ibe Reverend Robert 
Morehead, are the ministers. 

St John's Chapel, 

This elegant chapel stands opposite to, and a little 
way to the south of, the western termination of 
Prince's Street. The architecture is of the florid Go- 
thic, from a design of William Bum, Esq. architect. 
Its form is oblong, with a projection to the west, in 
which is the principal entrance, surmounted by a 
i^quare tower 120 feet high. Its length is 113 fbet, by 
62 in breadth ; the height of the great eastern window 
30 feet. Around the building is a terrace, under 
which, on the south side, is a range of arched burial 
vaults ; and on the east is a cemetery. Along the sides 
the chapel is divided into compartments by buttresses, 
between which, except the two eastmost, are placed 
handsome Gothic windows ; above these windows the 
wall terminates with a cornice and battlement, fivm 
which the lower roof rises till it meets the second or 
inner wall, which is also divided by buttresses, be^ 
tween which, as in the outer wall, are windows. The 
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Will tenninatee with a oorniee and numerooa angular 
minarets. The traoery work of the nidies, which 
oocupy the vacant spaces, is minutely and elegantly 
executed. The principal entrance to the west has a 
besntiftdly ardied Gothic door. Ofer this door is a 
window simitar to the others. The great eastern win« 
dow ia SO fieet high ; and has heen finished in stained 

£i8s hy Egginton of Birmingham. The upper win* 
ws are also fitted up with a tinged glass, wnich has 
t fine effect. The lobby is fitted up to correspond 
with the outward appearance. There is no gallery; 
and two rows of very light Gothic columns support 
the roof. It was b^un in 1816, and finished in 1818, 
at an expence of upwards of L. 15,000 Sterling. 

St Georges Chapel 

This beautifVil small chapel stands in York Place. 
It was built by subscription in 1794» from a design of 
the celebrated architect, Mr Robert Adam. The cha- 
pel is finished entirely in the Gothic style, and is very 
tasteftilly fitted up. 

Roman Catholic Chapel 

This handsome little chapel stands at the head of 
Leith Walk, near the termination of York Place, and 
close by the Caledonian Theatre. It was built in 1 8 1 3, 
from a plan of Mr Gillespie, architect. In the origi* 
xa\ design more ornament was introduced than it was 
finnd proper to execute on account of the circumscrib- 
ed nature of the funds for its erection, which were 
ehieflv raised by subscription. The dimensions of this 
diapel within the walls are 110 feet in length by 57 
f^t in breadth. The £astem front, in which is the 
entrance, is ornamented with two central pinnacles 70 
feet high ; and the adoption of the Gothic style in this 
diapdnas led to the use of a similar style or architec- 
ture in the chapels which have been since erected in 
this city. It possesses a very fine organ ; and above 
the altar is an excellent painting by Vandyke, the sub- 

u 
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ject «f whidi 18 • DiMid S*fioiir. it nn pmented to 
llie chape) by Mum Chalmtfi, diuftliter of Sir 6. CbaU 
auars. The erection of tbie diapd coit L. 8000. 

The Boman CatboliflB are not nnmerous in Seatm 
land. In the low oountiy they have abont 80 ofllciai* 
iiig priestBy and in the Hi^ihlands about Id. The total 
number of soula belonging to this religioui penoaiioh 
does not exceed 27>000. 

The Methodist Chapel, 

Nicholson's Square, was built in 1814- It is a hamU 
some building 60 feet by 40, and with the minssterls 
houae and schools attached, cost iiqpwards of L^^iOOO. * 

Dr Jamieson's Chapel, 

At the sonth end of Nicholson's Street, in connec- 
tion with the United AsKxdate Synod, was tonded in 
1819, u{K)n the site of the place of worship belonging 
to the same body, and finished in March 188D. It 
has a handsome Gothic front to the street Twro oo« 
tagon towers rise to the height of 90 feet in the centre^ 
flanked by buttresses. The principal door is very de- 

§ant, surmounted by a Saxon arch, springing from the 
eads of two $aints, tolerably cnrved. Tw simple cir- 
cumstance of itself be^pealGS a wonderful change in 
the tone of thinking of the present and last age, as 
to such matters. An old dJacipb of die ftunder of the 
sect, being asked what the Doctor would think could 
he look up, and see this grand edifice adorned with 
saints? replied archly, ''that he would not bdieve 
his ain een." This bnildijig was designed by Mr Gil« 
les^, ardutect* 

Dr Halts Chapel 

F<»rms an elegant termination to the east end of 
Broughton Street. It has a i^ont of Grecian archile^- 
ture, with a portico of the Doric order, and contains 
seats for about 1400 people. 



Mr l^axifmU Ckagml, 

In Infirittarj Sirtet, is a nesl plain boiUiiig^ mA 
Wis opened for pdi>M6 wotrik^ in April 1899. 

f%e IteRef Chapel, CowgaU, 

Fomerl^ ocaiqifod aa an Efnioapil du^^ waa 
frcuided IHI the 8d of kfnk ITTL II it itmaounted 
bf a ^ircw 

The atchiteetaiie of the other |piaeea df wordup in 
Bdinboigfa fa net such as to rcquue them to he perti- 
flokrly mentioned. Till of late yeara^ the aeoomuMH 
Nation of the different eongregations in the homelieet 
manner was all that was aimra. at in the erection of 
phoca for puUic worship. 

Society fir Propagaiing ChHsUati Kn(nple4ge. 

This Society was first projected in iroi ; ind ^ 
plan for its enlargement and oontinuanoe sabmitted 
to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland in 
1706. That body immediately published ** Proposals 
ibr a subscription fbr propagating Christian knowledge, 
not only in the Hinilanda and islands of Scotland, 
but in foreign parte. Considerable sums haTing been 
oollected fbr Uiat purpose^ die subscribers were fbrmed 
into an incorporation oy a charter ftom Queen Anne» 
dated the 525th day of May 1709* The plan on which 
the bvainess of thia society haa been condmeted ainoe 
its institution, deserves the highest praise; and the 
benefits which the country haa derived from it have 
been very universally acknowledged* For the same 
purpose ms Migesty annually gives a donation to the 
Qeneral Assembly of the churcb, and under the diiee* 
tioa of a committee^ it ia appropriated to the instmo- 
tioa of the poor in the Hicluands and isboids of ScoU 
Ind in the principles of uie Christian religion. The 
society employ at present about three hundred teachers, 
who have under their charae about 16,000 scholars. 

A Society fir Promoting Beligious Knowledge apnmg 
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ihe Foot was established iu 1786. the object of which 
is to afford^ by instituting Sabbath evening schools^ the 
means of religious instruction to the poor. This society 
also distributes Bibles and reUgious tracts gratuitously* 

The Gratis Sabbath School Society was established in 
1797 for nearly the same purposes as the preceding. The 
children are instructed by the members of the society. 

The Sabbath School Union for Scotland, established in 
181 6j is an association of individuals for the same object* 

Parochial Instituiions.^^At a meeting of the Pres- 
bytery of Edinburgh on 25th March 1812, intimation 
was made to them, as superintendents of all schools- 
within their bounds, that the ministers and elders of 
Edinburgh had resolved to establish, in different quar* 
ters of the city, schools which might afford the child- 
ren of the poor an opportunity of attending Divine ser- 
vice, and receiving religious education on the Lord's 
day. A number of schools were in ccmsequence open- 
ed, the expence of which is defrayed by voluntary 
contributions among the inhabitants ; and one centrflul 
week-day school is established, for which handsome 
accommodation has lately been built on the east of ^e 
Bank of Scotland, in the Saxon style of architecture, 
harmonizing well with the ancient turret-like build- 
ings of the Old Town in diat quarter^-principally by 
a legacy left by the late Adam Holland, Esq. Advocat^ 
where the education of the poor has been conducted 
in a manner whidi has called forth the admiration of 
the most competent judges. 

A Lancasterian School was early opened in Edin* 
burgh, ^d a commodious school-room built on the 
Calton Hill ; but this building was removed to make 
way for the erection of the new prison, and a new 
schiool-room built in Richmond Street. Children aie 
here instructed in reading for a trifling payment per 
month. This institution is under the direction of the 
Edinburgh Education Society* 

The Edinburgh Missionary Society was farmed, in 
1796. The country to which the labours of this society 
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•eddeilydireeleditltiisafaii Tkrtary, and the pribd* 
inliOtioiioftlieiiiiBnoiitrkslsatKarass. 'AeEdimm 
htgk AwxiUary Miwriontay Sociely is another inali- 
todon fbr the same purpoae. 

the Society fir the Suppmi of QaeUe Sehooii waa 
Mahlished in 1810, ibr the porpoae of teaching the 
■iHibitanta of the Highlands and islands of Scotland 
to read the Scriptarea in their native langaage» and 
Mr attention is chiefly directed to those purtB of th6 
Montry destitute of other means of instruction. 

The JieUgious Tract SocieHfpmt and diatribnte re- 
ligioas and moral tracta, which are circukted gratoi- 
toosly, or sold at a very low price. 

The African and Asiatic Sociefy waa ftfrmed in 1809, 
fat the parpoae of affiirding the means <^ education and 
fdigioiis instruction to those nativea of Africa or Asia 
who mi^^t require their assistance, and to provide si- 
tnalioiis Ibr those out of employment. 

The BdMttrgik Bible Society was fbrmed in 1809^ 
ftr the purpose of promoting the drculatiion of the Holy 
Scriptures. The Scottish Bible Society was instituted 
iboiit the same period, and for the same object. These 
ssdeties act in concert with a similar establishment in 
the capifd ; and are certainly calculated to do much 
gMl in the very beiA way possible. 



CHARITABLE INSTrrUTIONS. 

Trinity HospitaL 

Thv Trinity Hospital was fbunded by Mary of 
Guddres, consort to James 11., in the year 1461, fbr 
Ae reception of thirteen poor persons. At the Refor-r 
teatifm, nowever, it was stripped of its revenues ; but 
^ Regent Munay afterwards bestowed them on Sir 
Stmoii mston. Provost of Edinburgh, who gave them 
toihe dtiiens fbr the use of the poor. In 15S5 the 
^<^i>>ooiHicil purchased from Robert i^mt his right in 
*^>«e seftijeets. Sir Sinen's gift being only reversion- 
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ary. Thk transaction was ratified by James VI. in 
1587. The Trinity Hospital is situated at the foot of 
the lane cdled Leith Wynd, and has attached to it a 
small garden. 

The number of persons maintained in this hosj^ital 
is regulated by the income, whldi is chiefly deriTed 
from lands in the parishes of >St Cuthbert's and South 
Leith> and money on bond. Several presentations are 
rested in different public bodies and families in Scot- 
land. The number of persons on the, establishment 
is generally about forty, besides 100 out-pensioners, 
who receive each L. 6 per annum. None are received 
under fifty years of age, and unroaniied. 

The clothing of the inmates is adapted to their rank 
in life ; and the diet of the house is most comfortable : 
Roast beef, mutton, lamb» or veal, two days a week ; 
one day eggs, or cheese and bread and butter, and the 
other days excellent beef and broth. There is served 
out to each individual a proportion of table beer every 
day, and an allowance is paid twice a month for them 
to provide their own tea. A chaplain resides in the 
house, and each person in health is reouired to attend 
prayers twice a day. Each individud nas a good bed« 
and the greater proportion have each a room, besides 
the hall, which is common to all the inmates. There 
is a library in the house, but being very ancient, it is 
rather an object of curiosity than of any utility. This 
house presents the only existing relics, in its internal 
fittines, of the fifteenth century, to be found in £din« 
burgh. 

Heriofs HotpitaL 

This hospitel, one of the richest in Edinburgh, owes 
its foundation to George Heriot, jeweller to King James 
VI. Heriot was the son of a goldsmith in Edinburgh* 
who was three times convener of the tratles of Edin* 
burgh, and his son, George, several times deacon of the 
Incorporation of Goldsmiths. Being bred to his father'f 



hseiot's hospital. SS5 

biisineM, he was appointed, in the year 1697, goldsmith 
to the queen of James VI. Soon mat he was constituted 
goldsmith and jeweller ta the king> with a right to all 
the nrofits and emoluments of that lucrative office. Up- 
on Uie accession of King James to the Ei^lish throne^ 
Heiiot followed the court to liondon. * B^ asuduous at- 
tention to businesa he was now become emwent and rich. 
He furnished jewels to Frinee Charles, afterwards 
Charles I., when he went to the court of Spain in l(i93. 
These jewels were never paid for by James ; but when 
Charles I. succeeded to the throne, the debt to Hcriot 
was allowed to hu trustees, in part of their purchase 
money of the barony of Broughton, then crown-lands, 
in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. These luids 
are now part of the foundation of this hospital, the re- 
venue of which is upwards of L. 5000 per oMnum, uid 
is rapidly increasing. i 

G^i^ Ueriot died at London in 1624. His im* 
mense fortune he disposed of by a will made in 1<S8S, 
in which he remembered all his relations, with manj 
friends and servants, both in England and Scotland^ 
and left the remainder in trust to the masistrates of 
Edinbuigh to found and endow an hospital " for the 
maintenance, relief and bringing up so many poor and 
fatherless boys, freeman's sous of the town of Edin« 
burgh, as the sum ahouVi be sufficient for.'* The sta- 
tutes of the hospital were drawn up by Dr Balcanoual. 
The magnificent Gothic &bric of Heriot's Hospital, in 
the vicinity of Edinburgh, was accordingly begun to 
be built in the year 1628, from a plan, it is said, of the 
celebrated architect, Inigo Jones, whom James VI. 
brought from Denmark. 

The building was for some time stopped during the 

* In the historical romanoe by the author of Waverley, en- 
titled '' the FQrtuoes of Nigel," the portraiture of the b^efi- 
cent founder of this useiul institution, forms one of .the most 
suikiiig delineations in that celebrated work. , 
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time of the eivil wtn which ^rftowed the murder of 
Charles h ; but it was again resumed in the year 1649, 
and prosecuted till 1650, at which time the whole was 
uearlv finished. When Cromwell took possession of 
Edinourgh, after the hattle of Dunbar, he quartered 
his sick and wounded soldiers in the hospitsL It con- 
tinued to be applied to ^be same purpose till the year 

1658, when General Monk, at the request of the go« 
vemors, rsmoved the soldiers. On the 11th <^ April 

1659, it was opened acoording to the intention of the 
tender, for the reception of boys, and thirty were ad* 
mitted. llie building was entirely completed in 1660. 
The expence of the whole fidnic is said to have amount- 
ed to upwards of L. 37,000. 

Heriot's Hospital stands in the southern district of 
ihe city, on Ae tising ground opposite the Casttle HiU. 
It is a square, whose sides measure 168 ieeton the ont-^ 
side. In. the inside is an open court, whose sides 
meiiftire 94 feet each way. The west and eost sides of 
itoM court are decorated with an arcade, and a walk 6^ 
£bei in breadth. The ooutt is pavc^ with square 
stones, and fbrmerly had a well in the centre. On the 
north side of the court, in a reosss in the wall, is an 
bS&gj of the fbnnder, which once a-yesr, on the InrtlN 
day Of Heriot, is fancifiilly decorated with fbwers by 
the boys of the hospital ; and in die tcouncil-room is 
imi portrait of tolerable execution. Over the gateway 
la a spire and dock. The upper comers of die buil£- 
teg are ornamented with turrets. The windows, of 
wnich there are upwards of SOO^ are all differendy or- 
namented, and Yuiety seems to haye been studied as 
a chief beauty. They are said to have been elearted 
in this yaried manner to gratify die ftncy of Widter 
Balcanqual, doctor of divinity, one of Heriot's execu- 
tors. On the south side of the building is the chapel, 
^ch is 61 (bet long, and 9» broad. Some years ago, 
inis chapel was repaired in a style of tasteftd elegance. 
The floor is composed entirely of squares of blade and 
white marble, and the other ornaments with which it 
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is decorated, and the fine Grothie window by which it is 
%hted4 render it an interesting object to every ^itor. 

In this hosfHtal the boys are instnicted in £iwfofa, 
Latin, Greek, and French, writing, arithmetic, book- 
keeping, mathematics, and geography; and for any other 
branch of education that way ht required, sudi as draw* 
isg, &C. the boys attend masters, who are paid out of the 
funds of the hospital. They are admitted at the age 
of seyen, and at any age between that and ten, which 
last must not be complete. They generally leave the 
lM)q[»ital at the age of fourteen, but if necessary for pre- 
paring them for the university, they are retained for a 
longer period. Those wishing to follow any of the 
learned professions are sent to the college for four 
years after leaving the hospital, with an aUowance of 
L. 30 per annum, paid quart^ly in advance. The hos- 
I»tal also allows ffom uie fund bursaries (or ezhibi* 
tions) to ten boys unconnected with the institutioD, 
who are paid L*20 per annum for four years. Boys 
going out as apprentices sre allowed L. 10 annually for 
five years, and L. 5 at the expiry of their apprentice- 
ship. All the boys, when they leave the hospital, are 
provided with a suit of clothes of their own choosing, 
and a handsome Bible. 

Each boy gets a suit of clothes every eight months* 
and four (ky and two night shirts ; four pairs shoes, 
four pairs stockings, one leather cap, and two pocket 
handkerchiefs yearly. 

The diet of tlie hospital is, for breakfast and supper, 
porridge and milk, for dinner, beef and broth, or soup, 
&r six days, with five ounces of bread ; and on Satur* 
day bread and milk. And each boy is basides allowed 
five ounces of bread every day at four o'clock. The 
nnmber of boys in the hospital is 180. 

The whole management of the house is vested in 
a treasurer, appointed by the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh, under whom are a house-governor, house- 
keepor, and the masters in the different branches of 
learning. 



988 wats^n's bmpital. 

Watson'* MofpitdL 
. Tbis facMpitaly which has its name from its Amnder, 
Qwty WattoD^ stands likewise in the sovthern guar* 
ter of the eity, m little to the southward of Heriet'i 
Hospital. Qeoi^ Watami was, in the early part of hii 
life, a deik to Sir WilHam 0ick, provost of Edinbui^b 
in 1670. He was aitsrwards appohitod aceotntaht of 
the Bank of Scotiand^ afler which he bccaoie leoeiTer 
of the city's impoitan ele, treasurer to iJw Merdiattt 
Blaiden Hospital, and to the Society ibr Propagatmg 
Oinrieti^ Knowledge. i>yiag a haoMte in ltfl^«. Im 
left L. 1%000 for the mainteiMnice and education of the 
diildren and grandchildren of decayed memhcfs of the 
Merchant Company of Edinbuigfa. 
. The design of the donor, howeter, was hot |mt iniHr 
exscation tiH die year 1788, when the son arig^Oli^ 
lefthadaetamnhitedtoL.9(V>00. The present bdS£i 
iitt was then erected at the expenoe of aboat L. tOOO* 
Though kss elmnt than the neighbouring hospital 'mf 
Heriot, yet the building is hands^e and commodioua. 
It is decorated, with a small spii^ sttrivoanted by a 
ship, the emhUm of merchandise. About 80 lx>y« 
are educated, in this hospital. The branches of eda« 
cation taught are English, Latin, Greek, and Frencii, 
arithmetic and book-keeping, mathematics, geography, 
and the use of the globes. The boys when they 
leare the hospital receive L. 100 as an apprentice fee, 
paid by instalments of L.SO a^year, and on their at- 
taiB^ig the age of twentv-five years, if unmarried, and 
prodttdag o^tificates of their good behaTiour, they 
receiTe a further bounty of L. 50. Sxuk as prefer m 
academical education reoeiye L. 20 jmnr annmm for five 
years. The diet and cbthing of the boys is supietior 
to that of HeriOt's HospitaL They are tMu In 
flrbm eight b eleven, and remain till 16 Tears of age. 
The hospital Is under the management of die master, 
assistants, and treasmrer of the Merchant Compsny, font 
M. baihes, the old dean of ffuiid, and the twomiidflten 
of the church in Edinburgh called the old iilhuidi. 
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Merchant Maiden HospUaL 

The Merdunt Maiden Hospital waa fboadkd ia 
U95j by A "volimtvy ooDtributioD raiaed te tbe edu* 
otian and mainteaanca of danghten of laercbaiit Irar* 
f^eiKS of Edinburgh. Mrs Mary Enkine gave L.lS/)00 
Sooits for the imrchaie of a boildingy betidea aemd 
otbcr auvia. In 1707 the governors were erected infta 
a body corforate by act of Parliament. The old build- 
ing in Briato Street haTing become inadequate la ila 
oqfect^ the ^o^wnon rasolTed to erect a new bonae t 
ad fear that jrarpoaa pnrchaaed three acres of land Id 
the west of Lauriston Lane. Competition plana hatVip 
iog been |«ocnred^ that of Mr Bom waa approved of; 
ind the foundation-stone was laid upon the 9d day of 
Angnst 1816. This edifice, which la in the Grecian 
style of ardiitectnre» stands on a gentlv liaing groiuid 
with ita front to the aoath> imd bonndcd on that sida 
bythe puUic walk of the Meadows. Itia iSOfeetin 
length, and nearly 60 in depth; and haa in the cente 
of the building to die noith a circular prcjectiOD S9 
feet in diameter. The principal feature ia the portico, 
Bop^rted by fimr handaome colunma, the deaign of 
which ia taken from that of the Ionic temple on the 
IItssus. The windows of &e lower alory aic arched^ 
which gives the building the appearance of strength 
and solidity, and afibrd to the portico and pilasters at 
the end a baaement proportioBed to their height, and 
the entaUatuie ^ey support 

In Ae basement story are conlsined the kltdien and 
apsrtments -fyf servants, laundry, washing-house, din^^ 
tDg-rooms for the girls, &c The principal floor Is 
woupied by an elegant chapel and govemora room, SO 
ieet m diameter, and 8S leet high ; one aeliool-4»oBi 
& feet long by ^ feet wide ; too others 49 by 85 feeC, 
«id a smi^er one for music, &c ; besides other apart^ 
inenta. In the second floor are the bed*rooma for the 
girls and detached apartments for the sick; abov^ 
^ch are rooms the whole length of the building for 
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drying dothet, &c during winter. The ezpence of 
erection^ including fitting up, amounted to L. 12^250 
Sterling. 

The girls, of which there are generally ahout 80 in 
the hoose, are taken in fW>m seyen to eleren, and mnat 

ft out at seventeen vears of age. They are taught 
nglish, writing, aritnmetic, gec^praphy, French, and 
needle work. If any other branches are required, 
such as drawing,^ &c. the girl's Mends pay for it. The 
dothing is respectable, and the diet excellent. On 
leaving the hospital the girls receive L. 9, 6s. 8d. 
The annual revenue of thus hospital is about L. 3000 
Sterling. 

Trades' Maiden Hospital* 

The Trades' Maiden Hospiul was founded by the 
incorporations of Edinburgh in the year 1704, for the 
maintenance and education of the daughters of decay- 
ed tradesmen. The governors of the hospital were in- 
corporated by royal charter in 1707. The building 
stands on the south side of Argyll Square. To thu 
hospital, as well as the former, Mrs Mary Erddne was 
a liberal contributor. About fifty girls are maintained 
«nd educated here. The present house is to be re- 
moved to widen the area round the Coll^;e. 

Royal Infirmary • 

The Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh was first prqject- 
ed in the year 1721. A pamphlet Was pubrahed at 
this time, stating the utility of such an erection ; and 
proposals were issued for rainng a ftmd fin* its support. 
But the sncpess which these proposals met wrai was 
iu>t such as to encourage the prcrjectors in their hu- 
mane attempt, and their design was laid 9sade for a 
time. It was revived, however, in the year 1725, by 
4he Royal College of Physicians; and a fishing com- 
pany happening to be dissdved about that time, the 
fiartn^ contributed a part of their stodc towards the 
establishment of an hospital. Subscriptions were slso 
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General AsaemUy of the Church to reoommend the 
des^n throughout their jurisdiction. This was readi- 
ly ooosented to by the assembly, and an act was passed 
for that purpose : bat the dogy individually paid lit- 
tie regard to the recommendation. Notwiwstanding 
(^ this, L.SOOO w^e procured, and a small house open- 
ed for the reception of the sick poor on the 6th of Au- 
gust 1799. The medical gentleman of Edinburgh, at 
Uie same time, oflfered to attend the patients, and pro- 
vide medicines for them at their own expeno& The 
number of persons recelTcd into this small hospital da- 
ring the first year after its commencement was thirty- 
five, of whom twenty-four were cared, live discharged 
either as incurables or for irregularities in their beha- 
vioar, in the house five remained, and only one dded. 

In the year 1735 the stock of the Infirmary having 
amounted to nearly L. SOOO Sterling, a charter was ap- 
plied ibr to erect the subseribere into a body corporator 
which was granted by his MsQesty Geoige II*, on the 
25th of Augost 1736. From this time the contribu- 
tors to this diarity increased rapidly, and conaderahle 
donations were received. The foundation of the pw- 
sent atracture was laid in August 1738, and the build- 
ing was apeedOy executed. The the» worthy chief 
nuigiatratey Provost Drummond, whose exertions in 
behalf of this institution cannot be too much praised, 
is said, while the work was going on, to have frequent- 
ly gone to the Cross, (the place where the merchants 
and othors assemble,) on a Satuiday to solicit 8absccq>- 
tions for carrying on tlie work. Daring the infiuiey 
of the establishment, for twenty-five years, the £arl 
of Hopetoun bestowed on it annually L. 400 Sterlmg. 
In the year 1750 Dr Archibald Ker bequeathed to it 
L.900 a»year from property in the ialand of Jamaica; 
and In 1755 the L(»rds of the Treasury made a dona- 
tion to it of L. 8000 for the expence attending the re- 
ception of aiek soldiers. 

The boildii^^ which ttoada a Uitle to the eastward 
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oithB New College, eonaets of a hodj «ad two wiofB, 
all of which oootidn, three floors, beeides an attic floor 
and garrets. The body of the hoaae is SIO feet long, 
86 fiwt broad in the middle, but at the enda imly S4 
fyeL Over the prindpai entrance, in a recess^ is a 
Hatae of King George II. in a Roman dress. On the 
waH on the right side of the statue is inscribed, *' I was 
naked and ye clothed me /' and on the left, " I was 
sick and ye visited me," The wings are 70 &et long 
and 34 broad. The access to the diff^ent parts of the 
building is by a large staircase, of a widdi .to admit 
sedan chairs, and a small staircase at each end. 

In the hall is erected a bust of the late Prayost 
Dmmmond, whose attention snd exertions in behalf 
of the Infiraaary dennred this mark of honour ihnn 
the msnagers. It is exeeutcd in a masterly style by 
NoUekins, and under it is this inscription, written by 
the late Dr Robertson : '^Geofge Drummond, to whom 
this country ia indebted fl>r all the benefits which it 
dmves fkam the Royal Jnflrmary." 

In this hospital the male and female patients are 
kept entiiely distinct; and 988 sick people can be ae- 
eonimodated in separate beds. Besides these, and the 
apartments for the necessary officers and servants of 
the house, lh«re is an apartment &r the managers, a 
eonanltin^ room for the physicians and sni^eons, a 
waiting room for the students, and a well h^ted tfa&> 
aire, mere upwards of dOO sliadents may attend wh^ 
dumr^aal operations are peiformed. The medical 
and suigical patients are kept in distinct wards. There 
are also separate wards fbr female patients undergoing 
salivation, and ceils fer mad people. Hot and cold 
baths are elected for the use <^ the patienU, and other 
baths are appropriated for the citizens at laige. The 
hoq^ital is attended by two physicians, who vmt their 
patients daihr in presence of the students ; and the 
surgical waros are attended by oertdn members of the 
Royal College of Surgeons. 

This attendance mi the Royal Infirmary by the Col^ 
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1^ of S ui gertn s hn been alwsjs aoommted hj thtl 
hSfy a irtliuble privilege^ on aoooimt of the ezperkoco 
it afiiirded on oppoitnity of acqn&iDg in the perfinw 
manoe of difficolt operations; and rar tlds fiiivilne 
tiiey atqnikted at the ftnt inatilation of an hoipital m 
Edmbuivh. This privilege, hdwerer^ gave fiae to 
violent wpnCes^ and even to eager litigation. The 
acknbers of the College of Surgeons were in nie te* 
netly to attend in rotation^ eadi individbial taking a 
maath of duty. This was afterwards cnkised to three 
montha ; the whole body» or as many as tbongfat pio- 
peat, attending at oonsnltatione. This ammgemcnt 
was at length dlBapprored of by the aianagefs ai the 
baapital^ who^ after a violent opposition, snooeedtd, 
biit not till the decisions of the courts of kw had giTen 
it in dieir favour, in establishing a more absolute p»« 
tnmape in themselves, and a more permanent lAtend* 
tttce ij such suigeons as they may think fit to sdect 
flbr this duty. That this new arrangement is men 
than the former for the interest of the public euank 
be doubted. The rotatory method fonnerly practised^ 
in which the whole Couege of Surgeons had their 
turns, certainly had the efii^ of diflftidng ezpemnent* 
al profideni^ more widely than the method at pro- 
tent £>llowea. But th^ managers appear to have been 
chiefly guided by the consideration, that the inten* 
tion of ttie institution being solely for the rdief of the 
nek poor, every other advantage ought to be held in 
tiabordination to this. 

In the Infirmary two wards are set apart £br cli« 
luosl lectures, or discourses upon the esses of the pa- 
tients in thdse wards. These lectura are given by 
the medical professors of the university ; and the pro* 
feesor who gives these lectures for the time is allowed 
to select ftom the rest of the houses and to lodge in 
the dtmical wards, those paints whose cases he oon« 
■dera as most curious and instructive. Lectures on 
die most important of the surgical cases are also givm 
hy the profonor of clinical swigery. Jovniab of aU 
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the cases, both in the difdcsl and other wards, are 
kept, stating the symptoms of the patients, the reme- 
dies which are employed, and the progress and termi- 
nation of the disease. These journals are open to the 
inspection of the students, who are at liberty also to 
make extracts ftom them. 

To render this magnificent charity complete, two 
impor&nt adjuncts are required : first, a House oflU^ 
eovety, where convalescent patients, particularly after 
fever, might enjoy repose and comfort for a limited pe- 
riod^ in place of being dismissed at once, often canTing 
the seeds of contagion along with them ; and secondly, 
ft Lock Hotpitaly in the place of the very limited ward 
for syphilitic complaints, to be keptauite distinct firom 
die general hospital, and from whicn students should 
be excluded. If this last were carried into e£^t» not 
only would the cases be attended to in a more system- 
atic manner than is possible at present, but arrange- 
ments might be made for separating the cases which 
have arisen firom accidental error from diose which are 
the firuits of confirmed depravity. The present limi- 
ted ward admits of no such dassificattoii ; and what- 
ever may have been the previous character of unfiortu- 
nate individuals who claim admittance^ they are sure 
while there to be exposed to the contagion of example 
from imnates confirmed in vice. 

Some years ago the expence of the establishment 
having risen to a height which its ordinary revenues 
were unable to bear, the managers, in the year 1796, 
after the example of similar chmties in England^ sug- 
gested the scheme of subscriptions of small sums of 
money to be annually contributed; and these, sub- 
scriptions enabled them to meet the increased expence - 
without diminishing the benefit of the charity. In 
the year 1817, during the prevalence of the epidemic 
fever, three additional wards were fitted up for the 
reception of fever cases; but those being inaifiSdent^ 
the magistrates applied for and otoined the use. of 
Queensberry-House Banad&s for a &y^ Ho^taL 
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This addidonal eBtoblialiment wts opened on the 29d 
FebnuvY 1618. In that jeir the number of pfttknti 
admitted to the benefits of the institution in both 
houses amounted to 3453 ; and of this number, not- 
withstanding the dangerous nature of the epidemic, 
only 189 dira, a num&r, it is believed, smsllerin pro* 
portion than in any similar establishment in Europe. 
The number of patients noeived into the house for the 
year 1884 was 2516. 

The fhnds ibr the support of this usefiil establiih- 
ment amount to about L. 5000 per ammm* 

Orphan Mospitai. 

The Orphan Hospital was founded by Andrew 
Gairdner, merchant m Edinburgh, in the year 1738. 
The design was promoted by the Society for pnmagat* 
ing Christian Knowledge, and was assisted by a Utoral 
subscription. A house was hired, and thirty orphans 
reeeived into it in the year 1733. The present build- 
ing was founded in 1734, snd pUnned by the celebret- 
ed Mr Adam. In 1735 the managers were o'ected in* 
to a body corporate by the magistrates of Edinburgh, 
and in 1743 they obtained a royal charter. It stands 
cm the low ground, a little to the eastward of the North 
Bridge- It is composed of a body and two wings, sur* 
mounted yfUh a neat spire, in which are a dMc and 
two beUs. The managers of the charity were erected 
into a body corporate by George II. in 1748. Ittto 
tUs hospital orpnan chUdreu, not Under seven years of 
"ige, are received ftmn any part of the kincdom. The 
Cfrphan Hospital of Edinburgh b noticed by Howatd 
SB «ne of the most useful charities in Europe^ About 
150 orphans are supported in this hospital. 

JPuhtic Dispensary. 

Ilie Public Diapensaiy owes its erection to the bene- 
volence of Dr Andrew Duncan senior, present profos* 
sor ^ihe tiieory cef physic in the Univereityof Edin- 
burgh. It was founded in the year 1776* The baU- 

x8 
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ingy whidi stands on the sonth side of West Rich* 
mond Street, though not very elegant, is yet suffi- 
ciently convenient for the purposes for which it was 
erected. Over the door is pourtrayed the sacred sto« 
ry of the good Samaritan, with this inscription, '* And 
when he saw him he had compasnon on hitn»" Luke 
z. 33. 

The Royal Dispensary is an useful supplement to the 
Royal Infirmary. Persons who labour under diseases 
which require not the confinement of the patient, re» 
ceive medical advice and medicines gratis four days in 
the week. Surgeons also attend, at stated periods, for 
the vaccine inoculation of the children of the poor. 
An account is kept at the Dispensasy of the state of 
every disease which occurs, and to the case are subjoin- 
ed regular reports of the progress of the disease during 
the patient's attendance. Patients are admitted to the 
benefits of this institution on the recommendation of 
the minister, or elder, (churchwarden,) of the pariah 
where they reside. The expence of the medicines and 
the support of the house is defrayed by public volun« 
tary contributions. The donation of one guinea entitles 
the person who contributes this sum to recommend 
patients, and be a governor ibr two years, and that of 
hre guineas gives the same privilege for life. 

Another establishment of the same kind, under the 
title of the New Town Dispensary, was founded in 
1815, for the accommodation of the poor in the northern 
part of the city. Like the former, gratuitous vaccine 
inoculation is performed by the attending surgeons at 
the Dispensary ; and it has besides a midwifery de- 
partment, under the superintendence of an able phy- 
sician. 

Dispensaries for Diseases of the Kyes and Ears were 
also established in 1822, one in the New Town, and 
another in the Old, under the superintendence of skilful 
surgeons ; and institutions of a similar description, for 
the cure of other maladies, exist in different quarters 
of the city. 
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Lyififf^in HospitaL 

This hospital is chiefly under the care of the profeft- 
Bor of midwifery in the university of Edinhurgn ; and 
here are received all poor or unfortunate women^ whose 
circumstances deprive them of proper assistance at 
their own houses. The huilding impropriated to this 
useful institution stands in a well-aired situation in 
Park Place. The business is managed by a president^ 
four vice-presidentSj and a number of directors^ annu* 
allyelccted. 

The funds of this excellent institution do not admit 
of the women being supported, though they are lodg- 
ed in the house previous to delivery ; and they are un« 
der the necessity of being dismissed within a given 
time thereafter. It is nmch to be wished that, the li- 
berality of the public enabled the directors to make 
some provision for the poorest cases both previous to 
and aner their accouchement. 

Two other establishments of the same nature for at- 
tending poor women at their own houses, ar^ supported 
bysubscription^and superintended by skil^ physicians. 

Asylum fir the Indigent BUnd, 

It was long the anxious wish of the late amiable and 
benevolent Dr Blacklock, that some institution should 
be established in this city as an asylum for those un- 
fortunate persons, who, like himself, were deprived of 
the invaluable blessing of sight. 

This desire Dr Blacklock took many opportunities of 
communicating to the late Mr David Miller, teacher 
in this city, wlio was also blind from his infancy, and 
who was on the most intimate habits of friendship wi(h 
the Doctor while he resided in Edinburgh during the 
last years of his life. Mr Miller was himself a re- 
markable instance of what may be attained by a per- 
son wholly deprived of sight, through the influence of 
early culture, and mental energy ; and it wag a leading 
object of his life, to assist in rescuing others in similar 
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circumstances from tbat state of almost total depend- 
ence, to which the blind in this country seemed to 
have been previously doomed. Long after Dr Black- 
lock's death, in the prosecution of his professional du- 
ties, Mr Miller had occasion frequently to meet with the 
late Rev. Dr David Johnston of North Leith, and know- 
ing well the active benevolence of his character, had 
frequently mentioned to him hia earnest wish to have 
an asylum for the blind established in this city. The 
worthy Doctor readily acquiesced in Mr Miller s views, 
and they mutually resolved to have the experiment 
made. With this view, Mr Miller wrote and sent to 
the newspapers, from time to time, several notices 
tending to brin^ this important subject before the 
public, with the mtention of exciting an interest in it. 
He also wrote to the celebrated Abbe Haily, Instruc- 
tor of the Blind at Paris, for information on the sub- 
ject, who honoured him with a most polite letter in re- 
ply, accompanied with a copy of his Treatise upon the 
Education of the Blind. 

Soon after this, a meeting was held, of a few frriends 
to the plan, in the Royal Exchange Coffeehouse, when 
it was agreed that a society for the encouragement of 
the blind should be formed as soon as funds could be 
procured. In the meantime, exertions were made to 
procure subscriptions j and, on the 20th December 
1792, the subscriptions amounting to nearly L. 700, 
the contributors held their first meeting at the Mer* 
chant's Hall, when they formed themselves Into a so- 
ciety by the name of The Societyjhr Relief of ike In^ 
digent Blind, and the Reverend Dr Johnston Of Leith 
was nominated secretary. A standing committee of 
contributors was also appointed, (of wnom Mr Miller 
was one,) to procure farther subscriptions, and ptenate 
matters for another general meeting. A list of 39 
poo^ blind had heen tsScen down, in consequence of ad- 
vertisments in the newspapers, and submitted to the 
meeting ; but it was resolved that they were not yet 
ripe for carrying their intentions into ekccutfdn. Af- 
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ter Bevend subaeqnent meetings, a house was taken in 
Shakespeare Square for the iise of the society at L. 16 
of rent, and> on the 83d September 1793, it was open- 
ed for the reception of the blind, and nine persons ad* 
mitted. 

Mr Miller continued in the direction of the society 
for several yesrs, and gave assistance by bis talents and 
sdvioe in forming and maturing plans for its improve* 
ment. It was long a fiivourite object with him to have 
something done for the Female Blind, and it was prin- 
Qpally by his means that several of them were em- 
ployed in various kinds of work, for which they receiv« 
ed payment from the society, and also were allowed a 
small sum weekly; but he was not permitted to live to see 
the valuable establishment lately set on foot by the pre- 
sent active secretary, Mr Robert Johnston, for this in- 
teresting portion of the poor blind. 

In April 1795, the directors purchased, for L.375, a 
house in the Castle Hill ; and, on the Slst of said 
month, the celebrated Dr Henry Moyes, who was blind 
from his infancy, and was then lecturing on the Phi* 
hsopky of NaturaJ, History in this city, delivered a 
lecture on health, for the benefit of this institution, in 
the Assembly Booms, George Street, which was at- 
tended by a crowded and genteel audience, and by 
which above L. 140 were added to the funds of the 
asylum. The directors purchased, at Whitsunday 
1806, from Dr Charles Stuart, at the price of L.. 1575, 
the house in Nicholson's Street, whidi has been ever 
since occupied as the blind asylum for males ; and, in 
March 1822, they purchased the property of Mr Peter 
Hill, also in Nicholson's Street, for L. 2200. They 
have laid out L. 800 in forming shops in the lower part 
of Uie tenement, and in other repairs. These shops 
are well let, and yield a surplus rent of 60 guineas over 
the legal interest of the purchase money, while the 
upper part of the building afifords most ample aocom- 
mo^tion for the female blind, who, besides receiving 
instruction, are boutled and dothed in the asylum. . 
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There are 75 maid and 95 female Umd at pramt em« 
ployed in the two aiylnms ; and there cannot be a more 
interesting Bight than to visit the institution^ and ob« 
serre the patience, activity, cfiligence, and dieerftdness, 
with which the various operations are carried on. 
The males are employed in making mattresses and 
cushions of hair, wool, and straw, baskets and mats of 
all kinds, hair gloves for rheumatisms, nets ctf all aortSi 
oord and twine, and weaving linen and ootton cloths. 
The females are engaged in iniite seam of various khids, 
in net«work, in spinning, and knittim; stockings,-— of 
which articles there is always on hand an assortment 
for sale at the ai^lum. It is gratifying* to be inform- 
ed, that many of the blind who have left the asylum, 
after being instructed in various branches of manu&c- 
tUre, are now themselves en^^ed in business, and 
earning a comfortable subsistence ibr their ftmilies. 
The institution has, ftom its commencement, been stip- 
ported by voluntary contributions, with the profit 
arising from the sales of the goods, and now afibrds tlie 
means of subsistence (induding okL female pensioiwrs) 
to above 130 indigent blind. 

To the unwearied exertions of the late Reverend Dt 
Johnston, and his relative, Mr Robert Johnston, the 
tecretarv, the asylum is materially indebted for its 
successful establishment and present state ; and it is 
pleasing to contemplate the success of an institution 
which nad its origin in the benevolent views of two 
meritorious individuals, who were themselves derived 
of the advantages of sight. 

Blind boys being now admitted at the age of eight 
years, a system of education has been introduced wat 
is highly gratifting. Writing and reading, by a me- 
thod invented by two of the blind in the Asylum, ia 
now taught ; and so easy and successftil ii the plan, 
that they can correspond with as much ftdlity as othen 
^0 by the usual mode of writing. Spelling, grammar, 
history, geography, and aritibmetic, are also rega" 
larly taught in both houses, by competent mast^a ; 
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globes and mtps have been constracted for their use ; 
and it is wonder^il with what &cility all the aboTe de- 
partments of knowledge are acquired by them. It is b^ 
sides quite delightful to observe the satisfiiction which 
it inspires in their minds. There are also regular dasses, 
ihr vocal and instrumental music 

Besides the two asylums already noticed, the society 
have a house and garden at St Leoniurds, where the 
boys are lodged and boarded, under the charge of a 
housekeeper. 

Lunatic Astfhtm. 

In the original plan for an Infirmary in Edinbuigh, 
it was intended that part of the buUding should be ap- 
propriated to Uie use of lunatics, and for some time 
patients labouring under mental derangement yrere ad- 
mitted to the benefits of this institution. But it was soon 
found that the treatment of the insane under the same 
roof with other patients was liable to many otyections, 
and the plan was accordingly abuidoned. The wtoit 
of a well regulated public hospital had in consequence 
been Ions felt, and although the Charity Work-house 
had attaiuied to it a &w oeUs for the insane, yet some- 
thing better seemed to be required for the successful 
treatment, either by medical or moral treatment, of the 
unfortunate individuals who were labouring under 
mentai derangement. 

In consequence of this, Dr Duncan senior, when 
P^resident of the Boyal College of Physicians, brougl^t 
forward in 1792 a plan for the establishment of a Luna- 
tic Asylum at Edinburgh, which having received the 
countenance of the heads of the prindpiu public bodies, 
trustaes were appointed to manage the subscriptions ex- 
pected to be received fi)r its erection. 

The money received at this time for the erection of 
an estaUishment for lunatics being totally inadequate 
ibr the purpose, little further was done till the year 
18or, when, throu^ the exertions of Sir John Sinclair 
and the Hon. Henry Erakinew L. 8000 from the debts 
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on the Ibrfeited estates were appropriated by goyem- 
ment for this institution^ and a new subscription was 
commenced. 

On obtaining this grant the trustees purchased a 
piece of ground at Morningsicle, in the neighbourhood 
of Edinburgh^ in 1808 ; ami having procured plans from 
Mr Robert Reid^ architect, the building was begun in 
1810, and opened for the reception of patients in 1813. 
A part only of the contemplated buildings^ which are to 
be of a square form^ is erected ; and a much larger sum 
than will probably ever be furnished by private sub- 
scription, will be required for their completion. Pa- 
tients are admitted to the benefits of this institution on 
payment of a regulated boards according to the accom- 
modation required and their former habits ; and the 
medical treatment is conducted by two physicians and 
two surgeons of eminence. As this article may meet 
the eye of persons deeply interested in its object, and 
as it is, of all others in the country, the paramount esta- 
bliriiment for the relief of human woe of the direst 
hue, at the least possible charge, having the surveillance 
of a steady medical board, and the superintendence 
besides of directors, it may be excusable to direct no- 
tice to it for the sake of suffering humanity. 

Magdalen Asylum. 

This asylum was originally instituted in 1797, un- 
der the title of The Edinburgh Philanthropic Socie- 
ty, when it was confined to those unfortunate women, 
who, after sufiering in Bridewell the punishment of 
their crimes, felt anxious to be restored again to socie- 
ty. The benevolent promoters, however, of this in- 
stitution found it necessary to enlarge their views, and, 
in 1800, changed the name to the Society for the Sup^ 
port of the Magdalen Asylum, Their object has since 
that time been to affi>rd an asylum for women, " who, 
after deviating from the paths of virtue; express a sin- 
eere desire of reformation ; and 1^ endeavours of the 
inanagers are directed to die attainment of this most 
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important object, by instnictiDg them in the principles 
of religpon, and training them to habits of useftd in- 
dustry. ' Notwithstanding the many discouragements 
the directors have met with in conducting this excel- 
lent institution, the success which has attended their 
labours has fiir exceeded their most sanguine expecta- 
tions, and has been the means of restoring many unfor- 
tunate wanderers to their friends, to virtue, and to 
happiness. In the report of this institution, for last 
year, (1824,) it appears, that^ out of 464 young wo- 
men, who have been admitted since its commence- 
ment^ there have been 109 sent to service; 90 recon- 
cOed to their friends ; 14 have been creditably mar- 
ried ; 9 have died, of several of whom the best hopes 
were entertained ; and 32 remained in the house at 
the 31st Decembei' last. This interesting charity is 
supported by public contributions and legacies, and al- 
io by the pronts of the work of the women, who, as an 
encouragement to their industry, are allowed one- 
fourth share of their labour, which is laid out fbr them 
in clothes, both while they are in the house, and at the 
time of their leaving it, with the approbation of the di- 
rectors. It ought to be recorded, to the honour of his 
present Majesty, that, when Prince of Wales, in 1805, 
his Majesty was generously pleased to grant a dona- 
tion of 100 guineas to this society, in aid of the sub- 
scription then going on for the erection of the present 
building in the Canongate, and also condescended to 
become Patron to the institution ; and that his Majes- 
ty was also pleased, when making his late most inter- 
esting visit to this dty, amongst various other princely 
bene&ctions, to order a farther donation of 50 guinaaa 
to this valuable charity. The new asylum was opened 
for Uie reception of penitents in July 1807, and is in- 
tended to accommodate horn 50 to 60. 

Institution for the Education of Deaf and Dumb 

Children, 

This institution was established on the 95th of June 

Y 
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IdlO. Independently of moral and Teligioas instrae- 
tion, ihe pupils are taught to read and write their na« 
tiye language^ to compose in it with case and floencj, 
and eTen to use it in articulate speech. They are abo 
taught arithmetic, and such other branches of eduea^ 
tion as may fit them for the stations to which they are 
destined. The pupils from the lower class of society, 
are trained to tnose habits which are to make them 
useful in their station. All the female pupils are 
taught sewing, and other peculiar branches of female 
education ; and the females of an inferior station are in* 
structed in those occupations which qualify them 
for domestic seryice. Similar attention is paid to 
the appropriate instruction of the boys. The total 
number of pupils in the institution is 69. Mr Sjn« 
niburgh, whose success in teaching these unfortunates 
merits the highest approbation, baring cone to Perdi 
and Inverness in 1817 with a few of his pupils for 
public examination, auxiliary societies were formed 
in these towns, by the aid of whose contributions 
a number of additional pupils have ever since re- 
ceived the benefits of the mstitution. The establish- 
ment occupies a house and garden, and a considerable 
portion of play-ground, adjoining the New Academy, 
near Canonmills. It is a plain handsome building 
well adapted fi)r its purposes, designed by Mr Gil- 
lespie, architect, and built by public subscription. The 
length over walls is 92 feet, width 60i feet. The eat- 
ing-room and school-room are 40 feet 9 inches by 19 
feet 9. The house is designed to accommodate 190 
inmates. The expence of the building, walling the 
property round, levelling play-ground and furnishing, 
was upwards of L* 7000. The school is open £br the 
inspection of the public every Tuesday from 18 to 
1 o'clock ; but strangers Visiting Edinburgh may be ad- 
mitted any day at the same hour by obtaining an or- 
der from a member of committee. 
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OiUespie's HospiiaL 

This hoq^ital stands in a beautifiil sitoation on the 
south-west border of the city. It owes its erection to 
the beneficence of Uie late Mr James Gillespie of Spy- 
law, who, having amassed a considerable fortune, and 
having no near relation, bequeathed, by a deed dated 
the 16th of April 1796, the greater part of his proper- 
ty for the purpose of fbunduig and endowing an noa- 
pital for did men and women, and a free school for 
the instruction for 100 poor boys in reading, writing^ 
and arithmetic. The governors of this hospital were 
incorporated by a royal charter, dated the 19th <^ 
April 1801 ; and in thlat year the present building was 
b^an. 

Gillespie's Hospital is of an oblong form, and built 
in imitation of the ancient Gothic manner, from a d^ 
sign of Mr Bum, architect. In Uie front are three 
projections, and idl the angles are ornamented with 
turrets. The centre projection rises higher than the 
other parts of the building, and the whole has an ele- 

Smt appearance. The school-house, which is at a lit^e 
istaxkce frt>m the hospital, is neat and commodious. 
To make way for the erection of this hospital, an old 
building, of a castellated form, called Wryte's House, 
of considerable antiquity, was removed. Queen Mary 
is said to have occupied this house ; and, before the last 
purchase, it was possessed by Hamilton of Bargeny, 
who repaired it at great expence, ivith a partial eve to 
its ancient appearance, which in one day was obuter- 
ated by Mr Gillespie's trustees. . 
The number of inmates supported here is about fifty. 

Charity Worh'Houie, 

The Charity Work-house of the dty stands likewise 
in the southern district.- It is a large plain-looking 
building) and was erected by voluntary contribution in 
1743. It and the buildings contiguous at present con« 
tain nearly 380 men and women, 150 children, and TO 
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lunatics^ in all about'600. The principal funds Jbr the 
support of this institution are^ a tax on the valued 
rents of the city; the collections at the church doors^ 
charitahle donations^ and the voluntary contributions 
of the citizens. The f2;overnment of the charity is 
vested in 102 managers, chosen from the Town-Coun- 
cil, Kirk-sessions, and other public bodies. 

Besides 581 inmates who nave been wholly or par- 
tiaUy maintained and clothed in the house during the 
year ending 30th June 1894, out-door assistance has 
been given to the amount of L. 1839, 3s. among 901 
families and individuals, besides L. 478, lis. as tem- 
porary supplies to others. L. 499, 19s. has also been 
paid for 111 childen at nurse out of doors. 

In 1817, 884 resided in the house, whereof 99 died. 
The number in 1818 was 890, and the deaths only 84. 
The number in 1894 was 581, and the deaths 49. The 
average annual expence of maintenance of each person 
is for this year L. 8, 9s. 5^. 

Ever since the institution of the house, in 1740, 
there has been an assessment of two per cent, in name 
of Poors Money, In the year 1813, it was found 
necessary to increase this two per cent, to five, at 
which last it remained till Whitsunday 1892. But* . 
in consequence of a more favourable state of matters, 
it has been reduced to 3i per cent., which is the 
amount of the assessment from Whitsunday 1894 to 
1895. The children are kept in a separate house, bat 
by no means, from its decayed state, and great age, 
well adapted for its purpose ; yet, during the last four 
years, only two have died, the average number being 
140, and the age from four to fourteen years, received, 
in all cases, without medical inspection as to health or 
disease, and often in a most deplorable state of wretch- 
edness. In the Pauper Lunatic Establishment, man^ 
important cures have been accomplished ; and, were it 
proper to court publicity to such a scene, it is under- 
stood that the present managers would have little to 
dread from the most severe scrutiny of the whole esta- 
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Uishment, making allowance for a want of room, and 
fiir the age of the fahric In all the departmentBy re- 
gular dauy medical visits are made. 

There are two other Charity Work-houses connect- 
ed with Edinburgh^ one in the saborb of Canongate, 
which was opened for the reception of the poor in 1761 ; 
and another in the parish of St Cuthbert s^ which was 
opened in 1762, called the IVesUKirk Charity Work- 
house. Both these are conducted nearly on the same 
plan with the former^ and like it have their chief sup- 
port from the voluntary contributions of individuab^ 
and the collections at the church doors. The revenue 
of this last, from the year ending July ISdi, was 
L.668H, 6s, 8} ; and from this out-pensions were given 
to families and individuals to the amount of L. 1352^ 
6s. 6d. The average expenoe of maintaining 438 in« 
mates was^ for the same period^ L« 7, 13s. 71a. each. 

The Repositories* 

The Repositories, of which there are several, are 
shops or warerooms, to which ladies in straitened cir- 
cumstances may send for sale any curious, beautifril, or 
uaeftil articles of needle work widi the price affixed, 
and when sold the price is remitted to them, without 
the party being known. 

Ministers* Widows* Fund, 

The plan of this very meritorious scheme originated 
mish Dr Robert Wallace and Dr Webster in 1743, 
and received the sanction of Parliament in 1744. Dr 
Wallace, well known as the author of an Essay on the 
Numbers of Mankind, and other works, made the 
necessary calculations. The scheme was afterwards 
improved and extended by two subsequent acts of the 
Legislature ; and was established on its present footing 
by an act passed in 1814. By former acts every mini- 
ster possessed of a benefice in the church of Scotland, 
and every person possessed of an office in any of thtf 
four Scottish universities, was subject to one or other 
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of the annual rates therein specified* The widow was 
entitled to an annuity corresponding to the rate he had 
chosen ; and his cliilaren, if ne left no widow^ were en- 
tilled to ten years of the annuity, which would have 
been payable to the widow. 

The capital having accumulated to L. 100,000, it 
had been directed by the former acts, that, when this 
happened, all further accumulation sliould cease ; and 
contributors being called upon, according to the Le- 
gislative enactments, to give an opinion as to the fu« 
ture disposal of the surplus revenue, it was determin-^ 
ed that it should be applied solely to the benefit of the' 
widows. 

But the annuities and provisions fixed by former 
acts having, from the increased expence of living, and 
the decrease in the value of money, become wholly in- 
adequate, recourse was again had to Parliament in 
1814; and the following important improvements up- 
on the fund received the sanction of the Legislature. 
A voluntary subscription among the contributors was 
recommended; an addition of 20 per cent* on the 
then rates was imposed ; every person in future admit- 
ted to a benefice i(X the first time, or to an office in the 
universities, was to pay a contribution of L. 10 ; a grant 
was made of the bishops' rents in Scotland; and a 
grant of the stipends of vacant churches. The trus- 
tees were also authorized to apply to the purposes of 
this act the unappropriated balance which had accu- 
mulated in tlieir hands after the capital had attained 
the prescribed amount, and such voluntary donations 
as they had received. 

The annuities to widows and provisions to childreD 
are, after the expiry of six years, to be increased at 
certain intervals prescribed by the act ;* it being the 



* The four annual rates, to one of which every minister 
and professor is now subject, are L. 3, St., L. 4, 14s. 6d , 
J.. 6, 68., and L. 7* 1 7s. 6d. 

1 
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tnae intent and meaning of this act, that there shall al- 
ways be attached to the capital stock such an increas- 
iDg sum or reTenne as may admit, fiom time to time, of 
an advance in the annuities of the widows and orplian 
fiunilies of contributors, in some degree corresponding 
to what may be the expence of living, and to tne sub- 
sequent exigences of their situation. 

The trustees of this fond are the presbytery of 
Edinburgh and professors of the university, and they 
have a small hall in Scott's Close, in which are por« 
traits of Dr Webster and Dr Wallace, the founders of 
the institution. 

The Widows* Scheme of the Society of Writers to 
the Signet^ upon a plan similar to that of the Clergy, 
was established in 1803 by act of Parliament; and 
further improved by a subsequent act passed in 1817, 
A similar scheme has been formed by that most use- 
ful body, the Parochial Schoolmasters of Scotland^ 
and by the Dissenting Clergymen ; and there is an 
establishment in Edinburgh, open to the public, under 
the title of the Scottish Widows' Fund and Life As- 
surance Society. 

Society for the Sons of the Clergy. 

This society was instituted in the year 1791 by a 
few lay sons of clergymen, for the benefit of the child- 
ren of the clergy of the established church of Scotland. 
In 1792 the subscribers to this laudable Institution 
Were so considerable that they obtained a royal charter 
of incorporation. The afiairs of the society are conduct^ 
ed by a president, a committee of management, a trea- 
surer^ and secretary ; and, at present, there is a good 
prospect of its funils being adequate to meet the wants 
also of the daughters of the Clergy. 

Society for the Relief of the Destitute Sick. 

This society was established in July 1785, far the 
purpose of affording relief lo individuals who, from 
sickness or other causes, are unable to follow their 
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usual employments^ and wbo are not entiifad to the 
benefit or any other taid. It has been found emJN 
nently uaeftil. Its fVmds are derived from yoiuntary 
contributions. 

Besides these charitable establishments there are 
some others^ which^ although not calculated to deoofate 
the dty by their buildings, are no less worthy of men«* 
tion. 

Horn* 3 Charity. 

In 17S1 Captain William Horn of the citv of Lon<- 
don, by his last will bequeathed L. 3500, old and new 
South Sea annuities, to be disposed of at the discretion 
of the lord provost, bailies, dean of guild, and treasur* 
er of the city of Edinburgh, as follows :— The interest 
of L. 1500 on Christmas day yearly to such day-la- 
bourers of Edinburgh as, by the inclemency of the 
weather, may be set idle and reduced to want ; inter- 
est of L. 1000 to day-labourere, as aforesaid in Potter- 
row, Bristo, and West Port ; and interest of L. 1000 
to labourers of the neighbouring parish of Ldbberton ; 
L. 100 to the Royal Infirmary, L. 100 to the Orphan 
Hospital, L. 100 to the Society for Propagating Christ- 
ian Knowledge. No family to receive above L. 6 per 
annimiy or under 50s. 

Waison'g Seguest, 

A Mr John Watson, writer to the signet^ in July 
1759 executed a deed, bequeathing the reversion of 
his fortune in certain circumstances for the erection of 
a foundling hospital in Edinburgh. The management 
of this fiind, which has now accumulated to nearly 
L. 100,000, is under the direction of the keeper, de- 
puty-keeper, and commissioners to the writers to the 
signet. An unsuccessful attempt was once made by 
the magistrates of Edinburgh to have it applied to some 
useful purpose. As the utility of a foundling hospital 
is at heist problematical, an act of Parliament has oeen 
obtained for altering the destination of this laige Aind ; 
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and the Commissioiiers of the Signet, after many 
meetiiigs, aod coming to many TOtes, have at laft 
i^preed to build and endow an hospital for children si- 
mijar in principle to the Orphan Hospital^ but on m 
biDader scale as to admissions. The other scheme, on 
which the commissioners divided, was the founding of 
a House of Refuge for Young Delinquents. 

Thomson's Bequest* 

Mr Joseph Thomson of Mortonhall of Eilden^ by 
disposition and deed of settlement, executed 11th July 
1774, conveyed to certain trustees his whole lands and 
heritages, with some trifling exceptions, as a perpetual 
fund, Sie interest whereof was to be applied for pur- 
chasing oatmeal or oats to be made into meal, to be 
distributed among the poor householders of $dinburgh» 
when the price of oatmeal exceeds teunence the peck, 
and which meal is to be sold to these nouseholders at 
tenpence the peck. It is understood that the Lords of 
Session and other official persons declined to accept as 
trustees under this deed, except the deputy-keeper of 
die signet, who now holds the exdusiye management. 
It is provided by the deed of 1776, '' that a regular ac- 
count is to be kept of the purchasing and disposing of 
the whole quantities of meal firom time to time, to be 
diown to any of the ministers of Edinburgh, either 
Presbyterian or Episcopal, who shall think nt to take 
notice of this charitable institution." 

This bequest, however much it might have availed 
many worthy families during some A the late years, 
has never yet been acted on, and a vast fund, applica- 
ble to a very useful purpose, has now accumulated, 
which it is hoped may soon be destined to fUlfil the in- 
tentions of the benevolent donor. 

Dr Rdkrt Johnston's Bequest. 

Dr Robert Johnston of London, by his will dated 
the 30th of September 1639, left considerable sums in 
charity at the osposal of the magistrates of EdinbuiKh« 
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li. 1000 were to be employed in Bettiiig the poor to 
work ; L. 1000 to clothe the boys of Henot's Hospital ; 
and L. 1000 for the support of bursars (exhibitioners) 
at the university. 

The magistrates^ in the application of this bequest, 
paid the balance of the money over and above the sums 
vested in bursaries and for Heriot's Hospital^ in 1640, 
teethe treasurer of Trinity Hospital. This sum amount- 
ed to 18,000 merks, and with this and other funds, the 
governors purchased the estate of Dean, still in their 
possession. 

Dr Johnston, besides what he left to the magistrates 
of Edinburgh, bequeathed also considerable sums for 
charitable purposes to the towns of Aberdeen, Glasgow, 
Dumfries, Dundee, Kirkcudbright* He vested a sum 
in the ndble family of Annandak, ix the puipose of 
building and endowing a grammar school in Moffiit, 
the teachers of which school were to be chosen by the 
magistrates of Edinburgh. 

«fohn Strachan, a writer in Edinbuigh, left also, 
about the beginning of the last century, nis estate of 
Craigcrook, in the vicinity of the dty, in trust to the 
presbytery of Edinbui^gf), te be by them bestowed in 
small annual sums to poor old people not under sixty- 
five years of age, and to orphans not above twelve 
The income of this estate is now upwards of L.500 
per annum* 

Society fir Suppression of Begging, 

The Society for the Suppression of Begging was 
fbrmed in 1813, npon the model of an estabushmentof 
the same nature at Bath, and has proved of much ad- 
vantange to the pubUe. Both the Bath and Edinburgh 
societies, however, took the idea from a similar, but 
more comprehensive establishment, set on foot by Mr 
Voght of Hamburgh, in that city, in 1786. The 
children of the poor are also provided for, and 'have 
the means of education furnished to them by ibis so- 
ciety, and those who are able for wofk are employed 
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in oontriboliiig to their own sabsistenoe. The bun* 
Bess of this very usefol assodation is managed by direc« 
tors; and separate oommittees haye the charse of ex<* 
unining the details of the cases of the applicants- 
patting such as are able to work — superintending the 
education of the children— and providing soup and 
bread to those who require it. The goods manufto- 
tored or made up under the inspection of a committee 
of ladies are sold at the Repository in Hunter's Square. 
The school for the children is situated in Market Strpet, 
eist of the Bank of Scotland. This society is support* 
ed by voluntary contributions. 

The vast spread of Savings Banks emanated, it is 
believed, from this society, which was commenced by 
the exertions of one or two individuals, under difficuU 
ties which by many were considered to be insur« 
mountable. 

Savings Banks* 

Thole institutions were disseminated by the Rev. 
Thomas Duncan, RuthweU, DumfHes-shire, in 1813, 
and have proved here, as in other parts of die kingdom, 
of much service as a deposit for tne little sums which 
the labouring poor are able to save from their weekly 
eimings. An act of Parliament waa afterwards pas- 
ted for their regulation. 

The plan of the Institution fir Relief of Incurables 
was suggested in 1805 by Mrs Keir ; and its object 
was to give relief to " persons labouring under incur- 
aUe diasase, and incapable of gaining a livelihood," 
by small annual pensions paid to them for life. The 
funds of the institution were raised by subscription and 
vested in government securities under trustees. 

The Associationfor the Relirf of Imprisoned Debtors 
was instituted in 1813, for the purpose of procuring 
" the liberation of unfortunate but not fradulent 
debtors frwn jail, by application to the incarcerating 
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creditors^ or the relations of the dehtors^ and by de- 
fraying the expence of applications for the benefit of 
the act of grace." In particular cases some pecuniary 
aid is given to the debtor or his family ; but this is not 
done beyond a very limited extent, and without the 
most minute inquiry respecting the fairness of the 
debtor's conduct. 

• A number of other useful charities exist in Edin- 
burgh, of which it is unnecessary to give any detail, as 
their object is sufficiently declared by their names. 
Among these are a House of Industry — a Society for 
Clothing the Industrious Poor-^a Society for Promot- 
ing Religious Knowledge among the Poor — ^a Society 
for the Relief of Indigent Old Men — and two Female 
Societies for Relief of Indigent Old Women. The 
^nds for these are chiefly derived from contributions 
among the charitable^ and the collections at occasional 
sermons. 



PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. 

THE THEAT&E. 

The Theatre stands at the north end of the North 

Bridge, nearly opposite to the Register Office, and in 

the middle of a small square called Shakespeare Square. 

This building presents but a plain appearance when 

contrasted with the other public edifices in Edinbuigh. 

On the north fVont, over the principal entrance, is a 

statue of Shakespeare, supported by the Tragic and the 

Comic Muse. Though the outside, however, presents 

no prepossessing appearance, the Inside of the house 

is elegantly fitted up. This building was opened 

for exhibitions in December 1769. The prices of 

admission at that time were three shillings for the 

boxes and pit, two shillings for the first gallery, and 
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one shiUing for the second or umier gallery. The 
boose at these prices could hold with ease about L.140. 
The box seats were afterwards raised to four shillings^ 
and subsequently in 1815 to five shillings; but the 
prices of the seats in the other parts of the house BtHl 
remain at the old rate. 

The patent for tlie Theatre is in the name of trus- 
tees 4S formerly, and was acquired by the late Mr 
Henry Siddons in 1809. Mr Siddons^ upon his becom- 
ing manager, fitted up Corri's Rooms, formerly the 
Circus, as a theatre^ at an expence of upwards of 
L. 4000, in which performances were continued for 
two seasons ; but circumstances having rendered it ne- 
cessary for him to occupy the old theatre, he acquir- 
ed the property of that house on becoming bound to 
pay 2000 guineas annually for twenty-one years, this 
obligation being in force nrom the dale of the patent. 

Mr Siddons died in 1815, and the theatre is now 
under the management of his brother-in-law, Mr W. 
H. Murray, who, in addition to the r^ular company, 
annually presents the Edinburgh public with most of 
the celebrated London performers. 



MUSIC 



Musical entertainments were frequent, and seem to 
have been respectably conducted in Edinburgh, about 
the end of the seventeenth century. A paper, publish- 
ed in the first volume of the '' Transactions of the So- 
ciety of Antiquaries of Scotland," presents us with a 
" Plan of a grand concert of music, performed at Edin- 
burgh on St Cecilia's day, 1695." It appears from this 
pUn^ that the metropolis could exhibit a concert, with 
an orchestra consisting of above thirty performers. Of 
these no less than nineteen were gentlemen of the first 
rank and fashion; the remainder were professors or 
masters of music Concerts of this kind were held at 
intervals prior to and after this period ; and on the 
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39th of March 1788, a mudcal sqclety was inslitated^ 

for the performance of weeldy concerts. 

This musical association consisted of a limited num- 
ber^ selected from the nobility and gentry of known 
taste, most of whom could either perform on some in- 
strument, or take port in a chorus. A governor^ depu- 
ty-gOYcrnor, and five directors, were annually elected 
from among the members, and in these the whole ma- 
nagement of the affairs of the society were vested. At 
their first erection into a society they met for the per- 
formance of concerts in St Mary's Chapel, a builoing 
which has since been removed. Their numbers, how- 
ever^ soon increasing, it became necessary to have a 
larger place of meeting. A hall was accordingly built 
in 1762, at the foot of the lane called Niddry's Street^ 
after the model of the great opera theatre in Parma« 
The plan for this building was drawn by Sir Robert 
Mylne, the architect of Blackfriars Bridge. The prin- 
cipal music room was of an oval form, lighted from the 
top, the ceiling being a concave elliptical dome. The 
seats were ranged in the form of an amphitheatre, and 
were capable of containing 500 persons. The orchefr- 
tra was at the upper end of the room, at the bead of 
which was placed an elegant organ. 

As the first band of tliis society consisted chiefly of 
gentlemen who performed, it was denominated the 
" Gentlemen's Concert/' but, in the course of time^ 
these becoming less plenty, professional men were in- 
vited from abroad to assist in the performances, till at 
length the orchestra was almost entirely fiUed up with 
professed musicians. This musical society subsisted 
about sixty or seventy years, and continued during the 
greater part of that time to be a favourite resort of all 
who pretended to taste in harmony. The liberal prin- 
ciples on which it was conducted reflect high honour 
on the gentlemen who projected and en^niraged the 
undertaking. Admission was obtained by special tick- 
ets, which were not transferable, and seipred for the 
night only for which they were granted. These tick- 
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els were alwajB groHSf except when benefits were 
gifen ftr the emolument of performers. 

The entertainments of St Cecilia's Hall^ howeifer, 
besan to be gradually neglected^ and at last were to- 
tally deserted. The hall was in consequence shut up, 
and afterwards disposed of. It was then occupied as 
a vJace of worship by a congregation of Baptists ; fi« 
nslly purchased by the Orand Lodge in 1818 as a hall 
for their meetings, and is now named Freemasons* 
HaXL 

^ Aflor tibe weekly concerts in St Cecilia's Hall were 
giTen UD, subscription concerts were peHbnned in the 
Assembly Rooms, George's Street, and at Corn's Rooms, 
formerly the Circus, now again transformed into a 
kind of minor theatre, under the name of tibe Caledo- 
nian Theatre. The professional gentlemen of Edin- 
burgh give occasional concerts during winter. 

'When a Musical Festival was first proposed by some 
public-spirited individuals in the end of the year 1814, 
the plan was supported by a number of the most re- 
spectable individuals in the country ; and the subscrip- 
tion which was afterwards opened was soon filled to 
an extent sufficient to authorize the directors to engage 
perfiHtners, and arrange the other preparatory detaik. 
The arrangements having been concluded, the perform- 
ances were announced to commence on Tuesday the 
Slat October 1815, and to continue during the remain- 
der of the week. The sensation excited by this grand 
exhibition of musical talent had from the banning 
been considerable; but as the period of its commence- 
ment drew near, the interest became excessive, to a 
d^ree never bdbre seen in Edinburgh. For weeks 
b^re, the infiux of strangers was unprecedented; 
and befbre the Festival began, every hotel and lodging- 
house were crowded. 

The mominff performances took place in the great 
outer hall of the Parliament House, which was fitted 
up fbr the occasion ; and the evening concerts were 
given in Corri's Rooms. The principal vocal per- 
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fbrmers were Madame Marconi, Mrs Salmon^ Mr 
Braham, Mr Smithy a bass singer, and Mr Swifl. The 
dionu singers were between fifty and sixty in number, 
among whom were several of the celebrated Lancashire 
singers, and a number from London and York. The 
instrumental band consisted of an assemblage of talent 
rarely to be met with. Mr Yaniewicz was the leader, 
besides whom were Lindley, Dragonetti, Holmes, the 
Petrides^ Nicholson, Mariotti, Hyde, Mather, and 
others, and almost every subordinate part was filled by 
a person fully qualified to do it justice. The whole of 
the music was exquisitelv performed ; and the Parlia- 
ment House was every day crowded to excess, hours 
before the performance commenced. After paying all 
expences, tne sum distributed among the charities of 
Edinburgh amounted to about L. 1500. 

Another Musical Festival upon the same plan was 
held in 1819, and with similar succes. The clear pro- 
ceeds of this last applicable to public charities were 
about L. 1300. A third took place in October 1824, 
but from its not having met with the same support as 
those on fin-mer occasions, the clear receipts amounted 
only to L. 700. 

Assembly Rooms. 

A r^ular Assembly was established in Edinbni^h 
in the year 1710, and a house taken for the purpose 
in the lane now called from it the Old Assembly Close. 
The direction of this Assembly continued in the hands 
of private individuals tUl the year 1746, when several 
persons of distinction assumed the direction of it, with 
an intention of applying the money that might be 
drawn from the institution to charitable purposes. 

The apartments in which the assembly was held 
becoming too small for the increasing population of the 
city, it was removed to the lane called Bell's Wynd, 
where assemblies continued to be kept until the erec- 
tion of the New Town, the elegance of which ill suit- 
ed the poor accommodation which the rooms in Bell's 
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Wynd alftrded. A new aflsemUy room was accord* 
inj^y erected in the New Town^ not unsuitable to liie 
general el^;anoe of the other buildings. Upon the re- 
fflOTal of the assemblies from Bell's Wynd, the apart- 
ments wore used as the guard-room and watch-house 
of the city. 

The New Assembly Rooms, George's Street, were 
boilt by subscription, and finished in 1787. The ex- 
ternal appearance of the building is by no means strik- 
ing; but the elegant accommodation within makes 
ample compensation for any defects of outward ap- 
pearance. The principal ball-room is 92 feet long, 4S 
feet wide, and 40 feet in height. It is lighted by 
deTen large crystal lustres, and has an organ at its up- 
per end. On one side, in a circular recess, and at a 
convenient height is the orchestra. There is also a 
tea-room, 52 feet long by 35 in breadth, which serves 
for the dancing-room of the card assemblies. There 
are two card-rooms, 32 feet by 18, and a grand saloon, 
24 feet square, besides other smaller rooms. In 1818 
a portico was erected in the front of this building, sup- 
ported by four Doric columns, which gives it a more 
attractive appearance than it formerly exhibited. Two 
assemblies are held weekly through the winter, the 
one a dancing, the other a card assembly. The card- 
iwrties are rather select than numerous ; but the dan- 
cing assemblies are well fVequented. 

Caledonian Theatre. 

The Caledonian Theatre stands at the head of the 
great road from Edinburgh to Leith. The building 
which is thus denominated was erected for the pur- 
pose of equestrian performances. But these, not meet- 
ing with much encouragement, were obliged of neces- 
sity to be given up. The successive revomtiona Dvhich 
have happened to this unfortunate building deserve to 
be remarked. After it was relinquished by the eques- 
trians, it was fitted up by Mr Stephen Kemble as a 
theatre, and sabsequently converted into a place of 

z2 



870 ROYAL ACADEMY OF EXE EC 1 8 £S^ &C 

worship, and occupied by Beveral sectaries. It was tb^ 
fitted up by Mr Corri as a ball and concert room ; 
transformed for the second time into a theatre in 1810 ; 
and after being again transformed into ba]l-roomSj was 
in 1817 restored to its original destination under the 
title of the Pantheon. In this state it continued till 
1882, when it was fitted up as a minor theatre^ for 
the performance of such pieces as are not protected by 
the patent of the regular theatre. 

Royal Academy of Exercises, 

The Riding-School^ or Royal Academy of Exercises, 
was built by subscription. The sum raisetl for this 
purpose duiing the first three years was L. 2733, 13s, 
It was opened in tbe year 1764; and in 1766 received 
a royal charter, with a salary of L. 200 a- year to the 
master. The building, which is by no means an orna- 
mental one, stands on the east side of Nicholson's 
Street, and is 124 feet long by 42 broad. After the 
institution of the Royal Academy of Exercises, carou- 
sals were for several years annually held, which were 
attended by all the beauty and fashion of the lime. 
These sometimes lasted for several days, and afforded 
fine displays of ornamental riding. At the last ca- 
rousal, the prize was carried off by the late Lord 
Meadowbank ; being an elegant Gold Medal which was 
presented to the victor by the celebrated Duchess of 
Gordon. It was the only medal ever given, and it is 
believed has been lost. The only student now remain- 
ing of that period is, it is believed, Henry Mackenzie, 
Esq. the venerable author of the Man of Feeling. 
There is also a room where fencing is taught by an 
able master. 

Royal CoT^^he in-:/' Archers, 
The Kinfr's Body Guard. 

The Royal Company of Archers in Edinburgh is the 
most remarkable of the kind now existing* Before 
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^e invention of gunpowder, archery was much cul- 
tivated both in Kngland and in this country as a 
warlike art. The Scottish archers, however, were in- 
ferior in the exercise of this weapon of offence to the 
£Dglish. James I., during his captivity in England, 
remarked the striking disparity ; and immediately on 
his return to take possession of the throne of his an- 
cestors, he appears to have exercised extraordinary 
care in order to improve the Scots in the practice o£ 
archery. In the very first parliament of his reign, 
therefore, he procured an act, enjoinins; all his sub- 
jects, from twelve years of age and upwards, to apply 
themselves frequently to the exercise of shooting with 
the bow, and directed how^butts to be set up, and 
places for this exercise marked out, near all parish 
churches, and within every estate, the rents of which 
amounted to L. 10 of the money of that time. A fine 
of a wedder was also imposed upon every person who 
should neglect to yield obedience to this command. 
In the year 1457 a new law was passed with regard to 
archery ; bow-butts were of new ordered to be set up, 
and a bow-maker was directed to be established in the 
principal town of every county. The annual musters 
of the archers at this time were called weapon shaw" 
ings ; and many other acts of the Scottish legislature 
Were passed to enforce the practice of this exercise 
through the country. 

The ancient records of the Royal Company of Arch- 
ers having been destroyed by fire about the begin- 
ning of the last century, no authentic documents of its 
institution now remain. It has been said, however, 
to owe its origin to the commissioners appointed in 
the reign of James I. for enforcing the practice of arch- 
ery in the different counties. These commissioners, 
it is related, having chosen some of the most dex- 
terous archers from among the better sort of people, 
formed them into a company for defending the king's 
person as a body-guard. The company still claim this 
privil^e within six miles of the capital. 
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The pncdce of arcliery liaTing been nnidi decayed^ 
teveral noblemen and gentlemen, in the year 1676^ as* 
aociated themselyes into a body for its restoration ; 
and the Marquis of Atholl was elected their captain- 
general. The association was confirmed by the ScoU 
tish privy-council in the year 1677 ; and the Commia- 
doners of the Treasury gave the company L.20 to 
pnrchaae a prize^ to be shot for at their annusd trids 
of skill. 

On the accession of Queen Anne> the celebrated 
Sir George Mackenzie was the captain-general ; and 
m the year 1703 that queen erected the company into 
a, corporation^ by the title of the " Boyal Company 
of Archers." The magistrates of Edinburgh also gave 
them a silver arrow as a prize to be annually shot for. 

The first public parade of the company was in the 
year 1714, at which time they marched in procession 
from the Parliament Square to Holyroodhouse, and 
from thence to Leith, dressed in the elegant uni/brm 
of the order. After the Rebellion of 1715, the com- 
pany discontinued their annual exhibitions of «kill, 
and from that period there was no parade of the arch- 
ers for fifteen years. 

There are various prizes annually shot fbr by the 
Royal Company, among which the principal are, the 
King's Prize, being a sum annually given by his Ma- 
jesty, which is always laid out by the victor in a piece 
of plate, and silver arrows, given by the city of Edin- 
burgb, and the towns of Musselburgh, Peebles, Sel- 
kirk, and Stirling : and a new prize was instituted by 
the late Earl of Hopetoun, captain-general, in com- 
memoration of his Majesty's visit to Scotland. 

On that occasion the Royal Company had the honoul' 
of serving as his Majesty's body guard. Thfy attend- 
ed his Majesty on all public occasions. In the palace 
tbey were stationed on each side of the throne, when 
he received addresses, and guarded the royal apart- 
ments on the days of the LeVee and drawing-room. 
At the landing, and on the royal prof^-ess to the Castle, 
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tfaey -surrounded the royal carriage^ their two senior 
officers being stationed at each door of the carriage. 
The captain-general and the council had the honour of 
being introduced to his Majesty in the royal closet, 
and deliyering to him a pair of barbed arrows as the 
reddendo contained in the Crown-charter under which 
the Company hold their privileges. 

The very elegant ancient uniform adopted on this 
occasion by the Company was much admired. 

The Company of Archers have a neat hall for their 
meetings at the east end of the public walk called the 
Meadows, in which there are some fine pictures* 

Company of Golfers. 

The Golf is an amusement peculiar to Scotland, and 
has been practised in this country from the most re- 
mote antiquity. By a statute of James II., in 1557, 
this amusement, together with that of the foot-ball, 
was prohibited, that it might not interfere with the 
more martial exercise of the '' weapon shawingsJ* A 
Company of Grolfers in Edinburgh was established in 
the year 1744, at which time the town-council gave 
them a silver dub, to be annually played for by the 
members of the company. There are now three other 
dubs of gentlemen associated for this healthy amuse- 
ment. The place where this game is usually played 
is on the downs of Edinburgh and Leitli, here called 
Links. The parties are one, two, or more, on each 
side. The balls used are extremely hard, and about 
the size of a tennis-ball ; and the club, with which 
the ball is struck, is formed of ash, slender and elas- 
tic, having a crooked head, &ced with horn, and load- 
ed with lead to render it heavy. The halls are struck 
by the clubs, of which there are several kinds, into 
small holes, about a quarter of a mile distant from one 
another, and he or they who convey the ball into these 
holes in succession, with the fewest strokes, is dedar- 
ed the victor. The distance to which an expert player 
At this game will strike a ball is amazing ; and there 
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is an anecdote related of a sehtleman^ who^ npcHi a 
wager, atnick a ball from tne Castle Hill into ihe 
highest part dT the garrison, a height of above two hun- 
dred feet. 

There was formerly an established Cock^pit m 
Edinbnrgh ; hut this barbarous amusement has long 
since been given up. Tennis was also formerly an 
amusement. A cluo, for what is called Curling, or 
the propelling of smooth stones upon ice, and a SkmU 
ing Club, meet in winter, when the frost is sufficiently 
intense, at the small lakes in the neighbourhood. 

The annual horse-races of Edinburgh were -Sat* 
merly held at Leith, on the sandy shore, at low 
water. But the unfavourable nature of the ground^ 
and the difficulty of procuring a space of sufficient 
size near the city, has been the occasion of removing 
the races to Musselburgh, a town about six miles east 
of Edinburgh, where there is an excellent turf coxirse 
and stand. 

The Caledonian Hunt have some times their meet- 
ings at Edinburgh ; but they do not confine themselves 
to any particular district. 



PROGRESS AND PRESENT STATE OF 

MANNERS. 

The manners of a people are not the least interest- 
ing part of their history. Of the manners and pecu- 
liar habits of the ancient Scots, however, litfle is 
known. On the invasion of Agricola, hunting and 
fishing appear to have been the principal means by 
which the ant^ient inhabitants of Scotland procured 
their subsistence. Pasturage and agriculture were but 
little known or practised. Huts made of the branches 
of trees, or loose stones piled together, were their ha- 
bitations, and seats of stone or turf their only iumi- 
ture. llieir dress was formed of the skins of animals ; 
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and these^ with heath, formed theu* places of repoae. 
Their warlike weapons, or those which they used in 
the chace, were pointed with stones, fixed to shafts hy 
thongs of leather, or the intestine^ of animals. 

From Fergus II. to James VI. in the list of the 
Scottish monarchs, one half of them perished hy Tio- 
leht deaths. The progress of refinement, for a series 
of ages, seems to haye heen slow, and for centuries ths 
traits of the savage marked the character of the Soots. 
In the reign of David II., when a French embassy 
came to Scotland, with a train of nohihty and soldim^ 
the accommodation which Edinburgh at that time 9£m 
forded was not sufficient for the reception of so many 
strangers ; and many of these were obliged to lodge in 
Dunfermline and the neighbouring towns. In the 
military excursions of this neriod, the Scottish soldiers 
boiled the cattle which they had' ibr provisions in 
their own hides, and made shoes of the undressed 
skins. 

In the reign of James I. the houses in the burghs 
were not above twenty feet high, and were covered 
with thatch. The houses of the great barons, though 
many of them were large and magnificent, yet afforded 
few of the conveniences which are expected in houses 
of inodem erection. Their apartments were small and 
gloomy ; and the state of the country required securi- 
ty, in the construction of houses, to be the first consi« 
deration. The only furniture in the hall of a great 
baron was large standing tables, benches, and Ctt|^ 
boards, made diiefly of oak, and without locks or keys. 
They eat mostly out of wooden dishes, whieh were 
caHled tren-pkUes, used wooden or horn spoons, and 
drank out of wooden cups. Silver was remarkably 
scarce, except in monasteries and cathedrals : and 
even pewter vessels were accounted rare and costly. 
These were only used at Christmas or other festivals ; 
and yet, poor as they were, the country could not fur- 
nish them of its own manu^ture. In the year 1430, 
eight dozen of pewter dishes, one hundred doaen dt 



976 MANNERS. 

wooden cups^ a bason and ewer^ three saddles, a dozen 
skins of red leather, five dozen ells of woollen cloth, 
and twenty casks of wine, were imported from London 
for the use of the king of Scots. 

While thus poor in domestic conveniences, learning 
also had made little progress. In the reign of Jam^ 
IV. an act passed, ordering, that every baron or free- 
holder should put his eldest son and heir to school to 
learn Latin, and afterwards to study philosophy and 
law, to qualify him for officiating as a sheriff^ or judge- 
ordinary, should his services be required in these ca- 
pacities. 

At the fatal battle of Pinkey, in 1 547, the Scots ap- 
pear to have been much improved in their accommoda- 
tion. The English found in their camp oatmeal, 
oat-cakes, wheaten-bread, butter, cheese, ale, wine; 
and in some of the tents was found silver plate. Al- 
most every article of dress was at this time foreign ; 
and it required the aid of sumptuary laws to repress 
the growing extravagance. James II. and James VI. 
were also under the necessity of restraining dress by 
legal statutes. 

Mournings were first introduced into Scotland on the 
death of Magdalene of France, the queen of James 
X. ; but fans in the hands of the ladies, and gentle- 
men's cork-heeled shoes, are mentioned at a much 
earlier period. Ostrich feathers on the head, and roses 
dis^dayed at the knees, were fashionable ornaments at 
this period. The extravagance of the table, in the 
reign of Queen Mary, required the restraint of a 
sumptuary law, which prohibited any, under the rank 
of an archbishop or earl, to have at table more than 
eight dishes ; of an abbot, prior, or dean, above six ; of 
a Daron or freeholder, above four ; and of burgesses 
above three. An exception, however, is made as to 
feasts at marriages, or those which were given to fo- 
reigners, where there was no limitation but the abili- 
ties of the person who gave such entertainments. If 
the table at that period was not so delicately fiirnish- 
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ed as at present^ it was, at least, fiilly as substantial* 
Three flesh meals in a day were at this time the com- 
mon ftre. 

The manners of the times are thus described by an 
Englishman who visited Edinburgh in the year 1598 : 
" Myself," says he, ** was at a knight's house, who 
had many servants to attend him, that brought in his 
meat, with their heads covered with blue caps, the 
table being more than half fVirnished with great plat- 
ters of porridge, each having a little piece of sodden 
meat; and when the table was served, the servants sat 
down with us ; but the upper mess, instead of por- 
ridge, had a pullet, with some prunes in the broth ; 
and I observed no art of cookery, or furniture of house- 
bold stuff, but rather rude neglect of both, though 
myself and my companions, sent from the governor of 
Berwick about bordering aflairs, were entertained af- 
ter their best manner. 

*' The Scots, living then in factions, used to keep 
many fbilowers, and so consumed their revenue of 
victuals, living in some went of money. They vulgar- 
ly eat hearth cakes of oats, but in cities have also 
wbeaten breads which, for the most part, was bought 
by courtiers, gentlemen^ and the best sort of citizens. 
They drink pure wines^ not with sugar as the Eng- 
lish ; yet at feasts they put comfits in the wines, after 
the French manner ; but they had not our vintners' 
fraud to mix their wines. I did never see nor hear 
that they have any public inns with signs hanging out ; 
but the better sorts of citizens brew ale, their usual 
drink, (which will distemper a stranger's body ;) and 
the same citizens will entertain passengers upon ac- 
quaintance or entreaty* Their bedsteads were then 
uke cupboards in the wall, with doors to be opened 
and shut at pleasure, so as we climbed up to our 
beds. They used but one sheets -open at the sides and 
tx^, but close at the feet, and so doubled. When pas- 
sengers go to bed, their custom was to present th*^ 
irith a skepittg cup of wine at parting. The or 
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people and merchants used to drink largely ; the gen- 
tlemen somewhat more sparingly ; yet the veiy eons- 
tiers, by night meetingSy and entertaining any strang- 
er, usea to drink healus not without excess ; and, to 
speak truth without o£fence, the excess of drinking 
was then far greater in general among the Soots than 
the English. Myself being at the courts Invited by 
some gentlemen *to supper, and being forwamed to £ear 
this excess, would not promise to sup with them, but 
upon condition that my invitor would be my protec- 
tion from laroe drinlong, which I was many times 
forced to inTiHce^ being courteously entertained, and 
much provoked to carousing ; and so, for that time, 
ayoidea any great intemperance. Remembering this, 
and having since observed, in my conversation at the 
English court, with the Scots of the better sort, that 
they spend great part of the night in drinking, not on- 
ly wine, but even beer ; as myself cannot accuse them 
of any great intemperance, so I cannot alU^ether iree 
them m>m the imputation of excess, whejvwith the 
popular voice chargeth them. 

*' The husbandmen in Scotland, the servants, and 
almost all the country, did wear coarse doth, made at 
.home of grey or sky colour, and flat blue caps, very 
broad. The merchants in cities were attired in Eng- 
lish or Frendi cloth, of pale colour, or minsled black 
and bine. The gentiemen did wear Englisn doth or 
silk, or light sturo, little or nothing adorned with silk 
lace, much less with lace of silver or gold ; and all 
followed at this time the French fashion, especially in 
court. Gentlewomen married did wear upper bodies 
.after the German manner, with large whale-bone 
sleeves after the French manner, short doaks, like the 
Germans, French hoods, and large falling bands about 
their necks. The unmarried of all sorts did go bare- 
headed, and wear short doaks, with most close linen 
sleeves on their arms,, like the virgins of Germany. 
The inferior sorts of dtizens' wives, and the women 
of the country, did wear cloaks made of a eowm stoff, 

11. 
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of two or three ooloura, in chequer-work^ Tiilgarly 
eaDed phdden. To condude^ in general, they would 
not at this time be attired after the English fiishion 
in any sort ; bnt the men, especially at court, follow 
the French fashion ; and the ivoraen, both in court and 
city, as well in doidcs as naked heads, and also sleerea 
on the arms, and all other garments, fdlow the fadiion 
of the women in Germany ° 

Such is the picture of the manners of the inhabit- 
ants of the Scottish metropolis in the end of the six- 
teenth century. In the beginning of the serenteenth 
century they were not very much improved. Fran- 
dolent bankruptcies seem to have been sO fVequent as 
to occasion a severe law to be passed against bankrupts 
by the Court of Session. In 1606 they ordered Uie 
magistrates of the city to erect a pillory of stone near 
the market-cross, with a seat on the top of it, on 
which were to be placed " all dyvours (insolvent debt- 
ors) qnha sail sit thairon ane mercat-day, from ten 
houres in the morning, quill ane hour after dinner." 
Night robberies and riots on the streets were also at 
this time common, as appears fVom an order of the 
Scottish privy council to the magistrates to keep a 
strict guard, and forbidding all persons fVom appearing 
in the streets after ten o'clock at night. Nor was the 
appearance of the dty at this time very degant ; for, in 
tue year 1621, the parliament enacted, that the houses, 
instead of thatch or boards, should in fhture be cover- 
^ with tiles, slates, or lead. 

At the public entrance of Charles I. into Edinburgh, 
after his accession to the throne, he was received in a 
pompous manner by the magistrates ; attended by no 
less than two hundred and sixty young citizens, dress- 
^ in white satin doublets, black velvet breeches, and 
^bite silk stockings ; and the streets throngh which 
be passed were hung with tapestrv and carpets. The 
itibabitants of Edinburgh appear oy this time to have 
bnproved considerably in their dress, when so many of 
^e dtitens could attbrd to appear so splendidly ap- 
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parelled; and the furniture of their houses^ by the 
display of tapestry and carpeting on this occasion^ was 
far from being despicable. 

In the year 1637, a curious act was passed by the 
town-council with respect to the dress of the ladies^ 
which may be noticed in this place as illustratiye of 
the manners of the times. It appears to have been 
customary at that period for the female sex to wear 
pladds as an article of dress, which for some unaccount- 
able reason had given ofience to the magistrates, and 
occasioned their passing several acts against the prac- 
tice. These having been little regarded by the ladies, 
the act above alluded to was published, wherein they 
state, that '' such hes bein the impudende of manie of 
them, that they have continewit the foresaid barbarous 
habitte, and hes added thairto the wearing of their 
gownes and petticotes about their heads and faces, so 
that the same is now become the ordinar habitte of all 
women within the cittie, to the general imputation of 
their sex, matrones not being abUl to be decerned from 
strumpettis and lowse living women, to their awne dis- 
honour and the scandal of the cittie," &c. The pe« 
nalty attached to the disobedience of this act was, to 
ladies of quality, heavy fines and censure, and, for the 
lower orders, fines and banishment. 

This act of the town-council, notwithstanding the 

Eenalties annexed to its neglect, does not appear to 
ave been much regarded. A traveller who writes 
fVom Edinburgh in tne year 1739 says, " I have been 
at several concerts of music, and must say, that I never 
saw in any nation an assembly of greater beauties than 
those I have seen at Edinburgh. The ladies dress as 
in England, with this difference, that when they go 
abroad, from the highest to the lowest, they wear a 
plaid, which covers half of the face and all the body," 
In the civil wars which followed this period, the 
traces of the manners are lost amidst the fury of poli- 
tical dissensions. Jealousy, mutual distrust, and ani- 
mosity, rankled in the bosoms of the laity; and a 
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Striking contempt of the social pleasures, and a rigid 
exercise of the duties of religion, animated the breasts 
of the clergy. The conflict of passions whidi the for- 
mer circumstances were calculated to rouse in the hu- 
man heart, and the sombre hue which the latter una- 
voidably gave to all their enjoyments, characterize the 
protectorate of Cromwell. On the restoration of 
Charles II., however, the scene was changed, hospi- 
tality was revived, and horse-racing, cock-fighting, 
and other amusements, were now carried to excess. 

In the year 1660 the first stage-coach between Edin- 
burgh and Leith was licensed by the magistrates ; and 
in 1677 the town- council, with a laudable zeal to re- 
press the impositions generally laid upon the citizens 
who frequented penny^wcddingt^ ordered, that in fu- 
ture no person should presume to take, on these occa- 
sions, for a man's dinner, more than 84 shillings Scots, 
S2s. Sterling,) and from women 18 shillings Scots, 
Is. 6d. Sterling !} In the same year they passed an 
act, ordering, that all persons building houses should, 
instead of wood, (which had been rormerly used for 
this purpose,) buUd them with stone, and, instead of 
thatcn, cover the roofii with tiles or elates, under a pe- 
nalty of 500 merks, and the house to be demolished. 
Cofree-houses were also first licensed in Edinburgh in 
this year. 

In the short reign of James II. (or VTI.) religion 
seems to have chiefly occupied the attention of the ci- 
tizens, and to have had a considerable share in sway- 
ing the manners of the times. None durst teach 
dancing in public or private without a licence flrom 
the magistrates ; all persons found on the streets in 
the time of Divine service were taken ud by persons 
anpointed fbr this purpose, and who, in tne language 
or the day, were called Serzers, Absurd and extrava- 
gant punishments for fornication were introduced, 
which often were the occasion of crimes of a deeper 
dye. These were the pillory and repenting^ stool, an 
instrument of ecdesiasttcal tyranny which is no^ 

Aa9 



889 MAKNERS. 

altogether laid aside. The era of witchcraft was also 
not yet over; and many old women, accused of this hy 
the ignorant or the envious^ were tormented hy the 
rabhie, till, hy their confession of an imaginary crime, 
an end was put to their sufferings. So late as the 
year 1678, no less than ten women were tried for this 
crime before the Court of Justiciary, convicted on 
their own confession, strangled at a stake and burned. 
What may be thought of the manners of that period, 
even among the higher ranlcs^ when the supreme 
criminal court of the nation could judge, and fifteen 
impartial jurymen convict, ten women for a crime 
which has only its origin in ignorance and superstition i 

In the beginning of the eighteenth century, public 
amusements began to be introduced into Edinburgh 
in greater variety than formerly. Of these Music, 
Dancing, and the Theatre, were the chief. Science 
also now began to dawn in the Scottish capital ; and 
industry and commerce, by the introduction o£ luxu- 
ry, almost entirely changed the habits of the citizens. 

A very interesting paper, published by the late Mr 
William Creech in the Statistical Account of Scotland, 
throws considerable light on the manners of, this pe- 
riod. From this account it appears, that, *' in 1763, 
people of fashion dined at two o*clock, or a little after 
It, and business was attended to in the afternoon. It 
was a common practice at that time for the merchants 
to shut their shops at one o'clock, and to open them 
again after dinner at two. Wine at this time was sel- 
dom seen, or in a small quantity, at the tables of the 
middle rank of people. It was the fashion for gentle- 
men to attend the drawing-rooms of the ladies in the 
afternoons, to drink tea, and to mix in the agreeable 
society and conversation of the women. People at this 
period, too, were interested about religion, and it was 
fashionable to go to church. Sunday was by all ranks 
strictly observed as a day of devotion, and few were 
seen strolling about the streets during the time of pub- 
lic worship. Families attended church, with their 
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children and servants, and fiimily worship at home was 
not uniVequent. The collections made at the church- 
doors for the poor amounted at this time to L. 1500 
and upwards yearly. 

" In 1763," according to Mr Creech, " masters 
took charge of the moral conduct of their apprentices* 
and generally kept them under their eye in their own 
houses. The clergy visited, catechised, and instruct- 
ed the families within their respective parishes in the 
principles of moralitv, Christianity, and the relative 
duties of life. The hreach of the seventh command- 
ment was punished hy fine and church censure. Any 
instance of conjugal infidelity in a woman would have 
banished her irretrievably from society, and her com* 
pany would have been rejected even by men who paid 
any regard to their character. The fines collected by 
the kirk-treasurer for natural children amounted to 
about L. 154 annually. There were at this time only 
about Rve or six houses of bad fame, and a very few 
of the lowest order of females skulked about the streets 
at night. Street robbery and picking of pockets were 
unknown. House-breaking and robbery were extreme- 
ly rare ; and many people thought it unnecessary to 
lock their doors at night. The execution of criminals 
in Edinburgh for capital crimes Was rare ; and three 
annually were reckoned the average for the whole 
kingdom of Scotland. For many years in Edinburgh 
there was no execution. 

" In the year 1763 there was no such amusement 
as public cocK-fighting, the establishments of ihis kind 
which were in the city before having been given up. 
A young man was termed a Jine fellow, who, to a well 
informed and accomplished mind, added elegance of 
manners, and a conduct guided by principle ; one who 
woiild not have injured the rights of the meanest in- 
dividual ; who contracted no debts that he could not 
pay ; who thought every breach of morality unbecom- 
ing the character of a gentleman ; and who studied to 
be useful to society, so far as his opportunities or abi- 
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titles enabled him. At this time, in the !)est families 
In town, the education of danshtera was fitted, not 
only to embellish and improve their minds, but to ac- 
complish them in the useftd arts of domestic econo- 
my. The sewing- school, the pastry-school, were then 
essential branches of female education ; nor was a 
young lady of the best family ashamed to go to mar- 
ket with her mother. At this time, too, young ladies, 
even by themselves, might have walked through the 
streets of the city in perfect safety at any hour ; and 
no person would have presumed to speaR to or inter- 
rupt them. 

*' The weekly concert in 1763 began at six o'clock, 
and the performance was over at an early hour. The 
morality of stage-plays was at this time much agitat- 
ed, and several of the clergy were censured for attend- 
ing the theatre. By those who attended this amuse- 
ment without scruple, Saturday night was thought 
the most improper in the week for going to the play. 
Every thing, either improper in sentiment or decorum, 
would have been hissed at with indignation at this pe- 
riod. In the dancing assembly rooms, in 1763, strict re- 
ffularity with respect to dress and decorum, and great 
dignity of manners, were observed. The profits of 
this assembly went to the Charity Work-house. The 
company at the public assemblies met at five o'clock 
in tne afternoon, and the dancing began at six, and 
ended at eleven, by public orders of the managers, 
which were never transgressed. 

'* In the year 1763, the accommodation of the in- 
habitants of Edinburgh was mean, compared to what 
it now is. The city at that time was almost confined 
within the walls, and the suburbs were of small extent. 
With respect to lodging, the houses which in 1763 
were possessed by the first families, were twenty years 
after inhabited by tradesmen or by people in humble 
life. The Lord Justice Clerk's house was possessed by 
a French teacher, Lord President Craigie's house by a 
ronping-wife, (saleswoman of old Aimiture,) and Lord 
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Dmmmore's house was left by a chairman for want of 
aooommodation. In 1763 there were only two stage- 
coaches to die town of Leith, and the only other in 
the Scottish capital was one to London^ which set off 
once a month, and was from twelve to sixteen days on 
the road. The hackney-coaches at this time were few 
in number^ and perhaps the worst of the kind in Bri- 
tain. Bat the want of these was less seyerely felt at 
this period^ from the great quantity of sedan-chairs, 
which were to be had at a very moderate price. In 
1763 few coaches were made in Edinburgh ; and the 
nobility and gentry in general brought their carriages 
from London. Perfumers' shops were not at this time 
known, and there was no such profession as a habtf- 
dsdier. Hair-dressers were numerous, but were hard- 
ly permitted to exercise their nrofession on Sundays, 
and many of them voluntarily declined it. There was 
no such thing known or used as an umbreUa. The 
wages to maia*servant8 at this period were from L. 3 
to L. 4 a-year. They dressed decently in blue or red 
cloaks or plaids, suitable to their stations. Few fa- 
milies had men-servants. The wages were from L. 6 
to JjAO per annum* A stranger coming to Edinburgh 
Was obliged to put up at a dirty uncomfortable inn, 
or to remove to private lodgings. There was no such 
place as a hotel ; the word, indeed, was not known, or 
Was only intelligible to persons acquainted with the^ 
French. ' 

The chief characteristic feature in the manners of 
the citizens of Edinburgh at this time seems to have 
been a formality, which those who recollect the period 
call decorum ; an affected gravity, which has been call* 
cd dignity ; and a sanctimonious preciseness and regu- 
larity, the last remains of fanaticism, which has been 
named prudence and propriety. But it is quite natu- 
ral for those who had spent the best part of their life 
about the time mentioned, to look back with partiality 
to the scenes, the amusements, and the associates of 
their early days, and, when contrasting them with 



d8<l MANNSKS. 

tiioae of « more recent period, to look with len ooni* 
plaoency upon that freedom of manner, unshackled 
Dy afiected grayity or distant reserve, which, without 
making men worse, marks an improvement in social '^ 
intercourse. 

The gentleman fixmi whose notes we have extracted 
ihe preceding state of the manners of the inhabitants 
of Edinburgn in 1763, has fortunately also given a 
statement of facts relating to the same subject at a pe- 
riod twenty years later. 

** In 1783, people of fashion, and of the middle rank, 
dined at four or five o'clock : No business was done in 
the afternoon, dinner of itself having become a very 
serious matter. Every tradesman in decent circum- 
stances presented wine after dinner ; and many in plen- 
ty and variety. At this time the drawing-rooms were 
totally deserted ; invitations to tea in the afternoon 
Were given up ; and the only opportunity gentlemen 
had of being in the company of the ladies was when 
they happened to mess together at dinner or supper ; 
and even then an impatience was sometimes shown till 
the ladies retired. Card-parties, after a long dinner, 
and also after a late supper, were frequent. Attend- 
ance on church, too, at this period was greatly neglect* 
ed, and particularly by the men ; Sunday was by many 
made 8 day of relaxation ; and young people were aJlow- 
ed to stroll about at all hours. Families thought it 
ungenteel to take their domestics to church with ihem ; 
the streets were far from being void of people in the 
time of public worship ; and in tbe evenings were fre- 
quently loose and riotous ; particularly owing to bands 
of apprentice-boys and young lads. Family worship 
was almost disused. The weekly collections at the 
church doors for the poor had greatly decreased in 
amount. 

" In 1783," says Mr Creech, " few mssters would 
receive apprentices to lodge in their houses. If they 
attended their hours of business, masters took no fur- 
ther charge. The rest of their time might be passed^ 
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» too frequently happens, in vice and debandimr ; 
hence they become iole, insolent, and dishonest. Tjie 
wages to journeymen in every profession were greatly 
'rai^ since 1763, and disturbances frequently happen- 
ed ibr a still farther increase : Yet many of them riot 
on Sunday, are idle all Monday, and can afibrd to do 
this on five days' labour. Visiting and catechising by 
the dergy were disused, (except by a verv few ;) ana 
if people do not choose to go to church, they may re- 
main as ignorant as Hottentots, and the ten command- 
ments be as little known as obsolete acts of parliament. 
At this time, likewise, although the law punishinff 
adultery with death was unrepealed, (says Mr Creech^ 
yet, (strange to tell,) it ceased to be acted upon ; church 
censure was disusea, and separations and divorces were 
become frequent. Even the women who were render- 
ed infamous by public divorce, had been, by some peo- 
ple of fashion, again received into society. The anea 
collected by the kiHc-treasurer, for bastard childieo, 
amounted to L. 600. The number of brothels had in- 
creased twenty-«fold since 1763, and the women of the 
town more than a hundred-fold. £very quarter of the 
city and suburbs were infested with multitudes of fe- 
males abandoned to vice ; and street-robberyt house- ^ 
breaking, and theft, were astonishingly frequenL At 
one time, at this period, there were no less than six cri- 
minals under sentence of death in Edinburgh prison in 
one wec^ ; and upon the autumn drcuit of this year 
(1783) no less than thirty-seven capital indictments 
were issued. 

'' In 1783 there were many public oock-fiditing 
matches, or mains, as they are tecnnically termed^ anS 
a rqpilar cock^pit was built for this school of cruelty. 
A young man at this time was termed a jS/ie fiUow 
who could drink three bottles of wine ; who discharg- 
ed all debU of honour, (game debts and tavern biUs,) 
and evaded payment of every other ; who swore im- 
moderately, and before ladies, and talked of his word 
^/honour ; who ridicided religion and morality as fbl- 
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ly and hypocrisy, (but without argument ;) who was 
very jolly at the table of his friend^ and would lose 
no opportunity of seducing his wife, or of debauching 
his daughter ; but, on the mention of such a thing' 
being attempted to his own connections, would hare 
cut tne throat, or blown out the brains, of his dearest 
companion offering such an insult ; who was forward 
in all the fashionable follies of the time ; who disre- 

farded the interests of society, or the good of man^ 
ind, if they interfered with his own vicious, selfish 
pursuits and pleasures. At this period, the daughters 
of many tradesmen consumed their mornings at the 
toilet^ or in strolling from shop to shop, &c. Many of 
them would have blushed to have been seen in a mar* 
ket. The cares of the family were devolved upon a 
housekeeper, and the young lady employed those heavy 
hours when she was disengaged from public or private 
amusements, in improving her mind from the precious 
stores of a circulating library ; and all, whether they 
had taste for it or not, were taught music. Such was 
the danger at this time to which unprotected females 
were exposed, that the mistresses of boarding-schools 
found it necessary to advertise, that their young ladies 
were not permitted to go abroad without proper at- 
tendants. 

'* In 1783 the weekly concert began at seven o'clock ; 
but it was not in general well attended. The morality 
of stage plays, or their effects on society, were never 
thought of, and the most crowded houses were always 
on Saturday night. The boxes for the Saturday night 
plays were generally taken for the season, and stran- 
gers en that night could seldom procure a place* The 
galleries never failed to applaud what they formerly 
would have hissed as improper in sentiment or jdeco- 
rum. The public assemolies met at eight and nine 
o'clock, and the lady directress sometimes did not make 
her appearance till ten. The young masters and misses, 
who would have been mortified not to have seen out 
the ball, thus returned home at three or four in the 
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Borniiig, cad jnmned, and g»ped» md mmnJihied of 
kCTdadSai til the next day. 

" In 178S, the acoommodation of the iahabitante of 
Edinburgh was splendid, and the hoiuea in the New 
Town unriTalled in elegance. The dty had extended 
io much, that it covered twice the extent of ground it 
formerly did. The stage-coachea to Leith and other 
parte were tripled, and no less than fifteen every week 
aet out for London, and readied it in sixty hours. The 
haekney-coachea at this time were the handsomest in 
Britain. Coadiea and chaises were constructed as ele* 
gantly in Edinburgh as any where in Europe $ and 
many were annually exported- to St Petersburgh and 
the eities on the Baltic The profession of a haber- 
dasher, which was not known in 1763, waa now near- 
ly the most common in town. (This proftssion in- 
cludes many trades, the mercer, the milliner, the linen- 
draper, the hatter, the hosier, the glover, and many 
others.) Perfumers had now splen£d diopa in every 
mrindpal street ; and some of them advertised the 
keeping of bears, to kill occasionally, for greasing ladies' 
and gentlemen's hair, as superior to anv other animid 
&t. Hair-dreaaers were more than tripled in number, 
and thdr busiest day waa Sunday. An eminent sur- 
geon, who had occasion to walk a great deid in the 
course of his budness, first used an urobrelk in Edin- 
burgh, in the year 1780 ; and in 1783 they were mudi 
used. Maid-servantB dressed now as fine as their 
mistresses did in 1763. Almost every gented family 
had a man-aervant ; and the wages were from L. 10 
to L.^ o-year. . In 1783, also, a stranger might have 
been accommodated not only comfortably, but elegant- 
ly, at many public hotds ; and the person who, in 
1763, was obliged to put up with acoommodation little 
better than that of a waggoner or carrier, may now be 
lodged like a prince, and command every luxury a£ 
life." 

Such were, according to Mr Creech, the features of 
the times in 1783. Less rigid, morose, and affected 

Bb 
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Ifaan Iboie of 176S, an ease teems to haTe be^ by 
this time introduced, which chanusteriies a& improve- 
ment in manners. Of moralsj this period, from the 
ibregoing &cts concerning the decay of rdigious prin- 
ciple, the multiplication o£ women of the town, of rob- 
beries, and the late hours which ftshion had intioduo- 
ed, presents not such a pleasing picture. 

'^ In no respect/' says Mr Creech, *^ were the man- 
ners of 1763 and 1783 more remarkable than in the 
decency, dignity, and deliescy of the one period, com- 
pared with the looseness, dissipation, and lioentions* 
ness of the other. Many people o^ised to bluoh at 
what would formeriy have been reckoned a crime."-— 
" The behaviour of the last age (says Dr Gregory) 
was v«ry reserved and statelv. It would now be rec- 
koned stiff and formal. Wnatever it was, it had cer* 
tainly the effect of making tiiem more respected." 

If a simihur contrast were to be made betvreen 1783 
and 1883, striking as Mr Creech's results are^ most 
important changes would appear to have taken pkoe 
in the manners and general character i^ the people 
since the first of these periods. Since 1783, Edu^ 
burgh has extended to more than twice its size at that 
time, and nearly doubled its populatioD. Wealth and 
luxury have increased in proportion, and the houses in 
St Andrew's Square and neighbourii^ streets, which 
were the residonces of people of fiishion in 1783, are 
now occupied as shops or places of business by the 
mercantile part of the population. In houses, e^ui* 
pages and servants, the dififerenee^ perhaps as striking 
as that which took place from 1763 to 1783; and the 
change of manners and of tastes is nowhere so con- 
spicuous as in the splendour of the country viUas 
which surround the city, and which are oocnmed du- 
ring the summer months by the different classes of 
citizens. 
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MABKSTSb FURL, AND WATEE. 

Thb marketo of Edinburgh affind all the ii6oe«aiiet 
«id vmnj of the IvziirieB <? life in coniadeiiiWe wie- 
tr. In ftnncr tanet theie mariraU oecnpied the mid* 
& of the High Street, whioh, from that circumatanee, 
in» then eaUed the Maikei Street. They are now ai- 
tnated ehieily on the north aide of thia atreet» from 
wkidi th^y enter bv narrow lanea or cions, and occi»* 
pf part of the deelivity of the hill on which the old 
diviaion of the city ia boilt* The Markets are die- 
poaod in tenaoea or pktftrma on thia deioending 

Snnd, which eommunioate with one another l^ 
hta of ataira; and being aituated in one pUoe, are 
very ocm^enient for the inhabitants. 

.FVnt^HoHfctft— The fruil-market, finrmerh in the 
centre of the city* and oonsiatiitg of atalla disposed 
around the Tron Church, is now removed, aloiu; with 
the Gfoen-maiket, to an indoaed area in the hollow 
between Frinoe'a Street and the High Street. It hw 
aeeeaa from the other maiketa by atairs. Here are 
asld all the vaiietiea of Scots and English fruit in their 
wianona. In aununcr, the. supply ot gooaeberriea and 
strnwhcniea ia particiUarly oopioua; and it ia estimat- 
ed,.that of theae laat are add, during the abort time 
tbey continue, upwards of 100,000 Scottish, or 400,000 
Si^llish pinlk The rarer fruits are sold in shops. • 

Gngm^Market'^TiaB market occupies the same 
daoejaa the fruit>market, the space allotted being suf- 
nciently large for both* Cuhnary yegetables, from 
the kitchen-gardens around the city, are always to be 
had here in nlenty, and of excellent .quality. 

r«at.3farwd.-^The veal*market is on a «^<»i^ndipg 
terrace below the Coopers* Market, formerly the Green- 
market, and is so named from its being mdy appro- 
priated to the sale of veal. 

PouUr^Market-^ThiB market is situated on the 
same platform with the Teal-market, and has commu- 



tban ^s»^ ^^ ^^ markets below, 

this ^ .^^^poaltryis oo|>iotis. But tMs 

me? fioi^'^^Ji/f^titidd perhaps peculiar to itself 

*w ^?^i>fj>A»-«wi*tf. The yoniiff biids are 
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^,lf%ff» a cMsiderabfe rent ii paid. Thejr ue 
!Sif£a^ brought to market about the end «f 
!^p>^ continue to be sokl till about the middte 



mLtOB^y ^^^ ^^® iniiole C(dony of gaiineti» «id 
^fSan%9 leave the Bass Rock, to spend the winter 
^t^^ocean^ wherever sboala of herring or mackerel 



yLtOo^y when the idiole cdony of gonnetSy 
^/tSoo^^t leave the Bass Rock, to spend the winter 

^y invite. The same cokmy returns to the Fiitfa in 
^beginning (^ the following month of May, and im- 
jnediaeely resumes possession of ^ Bass, its flivoaiite 
2>reeding-plaoe. 

In winter the supply of wild-duck is pretty lai^e, 
Imt not certain or oonstaati the catching of wild^duck 
not being here a business as in England. The Jf aJU 
krd or common wild-duck, Ae T^e^ the Wi^i^eoB, ttid 
the Golden-eye, * are the moat common kinds : the 
Morillon^ and long-tailed duck* aie less l^equeart. 
Sometimes a few pairs of the Velvet*duok^ appear en 
the stalls ; these are caught in the Frith by the Neww 
haven fishers, and are by them called Mttrjueks. Stuag^* 
<nr skarts are occasionally oaught and brought to maiu 
ket in the same way. During this season, afaO) sevie* 
ral species of wild geese are here to be fbond ; espe- 
ciaUy the Grey Lag, ' the White-fronted, • the Bean, ^ 
«nd the Brent Goose : ' the Bemade ^ idao oeonn. 



(a) Quir^ Gcoh* Anas dangfida) Lin. 

(b) Anas glaudoB. (c) CoIm. Anas facialis. 
<d) Anas liuea. 

(e) Peiecanut graculus. 

(f ) Anas anser. (g) Anas albifrons. 
(h) Anas fabalis. Bewick. 

(i) Horra-goote, Anas bemicla. 

(k) Clatkit, or Cleck-goote. Anas erythropus. 
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kit is mote me. After winter-ttoniM^ MetgiUMn * 
Mid DvtAf Gk«bei ^ may be expected.— In wveie 
tewms coQiidenble quantitice of gune are priTatdy 
brought to market, yii. JffeMfbwl or Black Cock, * 
Mmiffnffl or Red Groos,' Ptarmigan or VHiite GiOiia,* 
Hid Patridgca. In audi seafionB, Woodcoeka, Cvr- 
liens or wkamps. Snipes and Jack-snipesy are also 
bimigfat to Ria»et in plenty ; with smaller blrda of 
different kinds, especially Fiddftres and Redwinm, 
Sandpipers, Blackbirds, &c Daring summer the 
i&ider«dndc' and Shieldrake< ooeaskmally occur. 
The Bittern^ is sometimes, though veiy ramy, sold 
at the same season ; togetha with the Water*hen, the 
Coot, and the Water*rail; the Golden Floyer, the 
Green Plover or Lapwing, *■ and the Redahank. ^-— 
The common Pigeon and Wood-pigeon are to befirand 
in lam quantities. 

Raroits are aold in die ssme market, and nowhere 
can the supply be more pleutiAiL They are brought 
diiefly fhmi nie eztensiYe warrens at Gulane Links or 
dawna in East Lothian. Hares are also sdd in private. 

Hie Fttultry^market is likewise ftequented by the 
letaOersof eggs. 

Buieker^Market'^The butcher-market occupies^ the 
next descmdinff terraces. It was fbrraerly divided in- 
to two parta ; that in which BeefwtM som occupying 
this terrace, and that which was appropriated to the 
Mis of M^Uion a lower phitform ; but both these arti- 
des, togedier with lamb and pork, are now add indis- 



(t) Mergns wmtor. 

(b) Cdymbus nigricans. (Bewick*8 Brit Biida.) 

(c) Tetr&o tetrix. (d) Lagopus dters, Ray. 
(e) Tetrao lagopus. 

(f> DtmteT'goose or Cofk. Anas molissima. 
^ Skeldfoke or ^ifgooat* Anas tadoma. 
$> Bog Mutter or Bog'hummer, Ardea sidlaris. 
(i> Aha oalkd Pmeweet or TnMt, 
(k) Sodoiwx eaUdris. 

ah S 
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citeiiittaiy in eiUier* Fmm the lower faatdMr .mnw 
k%t A sptee is indoied, called the Tripe^Mctrkeif which 
is set apart for the disposal of the intestines^ &e. of 
the animals killed for the butcher- markets. 

Fi»h*Mairhet.'-^TbM is a rery eommpdious mar- 
ket, lately formed under the arches of the North 
Bridge, immediately adjacent to the Green-Market. 
It is snrroanded by covered stalls, which are chiefly 
occnpied by the retailers of salmon and trout. The 
fish-women of Newfaaven and Fisheirow, with the 
wicker-baskets in which they carry, their fish, ibrm 
rows in the centre of the maricet. It is highly amus- 
ing to a stranger to pass l^rough this place at a bnsy 
time. It is well known that the Edinbnrgh fishwomen 
have an absurd custom of demanding, at first, about 
three times the price they expect and do accept fbr their 
fish. This gives rise to much cheapening on the part 
of die purchasers, and much noisy wheedling on the 
other side, in which all the eloquence of Billingiqgiate 
may sometimes be recognised, with the cfasnge only of 
the broad Scottish dialect fiir the Cockney twang. To 
convey an accurate idea of the aupply to be expected 
in this market, we shall enumerate the kinds of fish 
which generally appear in it, and shall distinguiah thw 
seasons. 

Salmon is brought to market fresh from difierent 
rivers, from December to October. Common Treat 
(Salmo fiirio) and Char (Salmo alpina) are brought 
from Lochleven near Kinross ; and Sea Trout (Salmo 
trutta) from the mouth of the £sk at Musselburgh^ 
during spring and summer. Smelts or Spirlingt (Sal- 
mo eperlaDus) are brought to market in March and 
April, at which' time they ascend the river Forth in 
millions. 

Pike and Perch are sometimes sent to market firom 
the lake of Linlithgow. Eels are very common, but 
not much in demand* 

The supply of Cod and Haddodc is almost nnineer^ 
rupted. During winter great qutatitMS «• bniagH 
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ineulsfinoiDDiailMuraiidEycnioath: duriag summer 
the market is diiefly supplied firom NewluTen amd 
Fisherrow ; the fish from these last places, being less 
duUed by carrisigey is generslly preferred. Ling is less 
eonmoQ than C^, and sells at a higher price. Whit- 
ings are very common, and in autumn are often found 
of a large sise. Under the common name of Podly^ 
the young of the Coal-fish, (Gadus carbonarius,) and 
a greenish backed fish^ (Gadus yirens,) are confound- 
ed. Sometimea the (>MU-flsh are found of a large sias^ 
like a foU-growu salmon ; they are then termed Setkesp 
Seys, or Grey Jjords* 

A shoal of Pilchards generally precedes the Her- 
rings, and Pilchards are to be found in the market in 
October sad November : after which the herrings set in, 
and continue till March. In May and June vast quan- 
tities of Sprats or Qarvey-'herriHgs used to be caught 
near Cramond, and brought to market. Some years 
ago^ however, the fishermen of Newhaven procur- 
ed an order of the magistrates prohibiting this fishery, 
on the supposition that sprats are not a distinct species 
of herring, (as Linn«us and Pennant have mode 
them,) but merely the young of the common herring. 

Mackerd are sold during summer, but seldom in 
Isige quantities. 

The Sta^oat or Wolf-fish is not uncommon in the 
market, but is often despised on account of its name 
by those who do not know its excdlence at the table. 

The male Lumpfish or Padle is brought to market 
in April and May. The fismale is not reckoned eat- 
able. 

The snpply of flat fish is copious. Holibut, (here 
often called turbot,) and the true Turbot, (here called 
rotoan^^enkf) are pretty common during summer. 
Soles are rather rare, and of a small siae : they are 
caught only in Aberlady Bay in July and August. 
Haioe, Dab, and Flounder, axe to be found in the 
BMiket ahaest every day in the year, and are sold pro* 
nUseMualy under tite name of jZciiJks; the small plaice. 
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however^ being flometlmes dktiiigaifilied by th^ name 
of saUies. Under the title of Skate are oompr^iended 
the proper Skate> (Raia batts ;) the Thomback, (Raia 
clarata/) which is the moat common and moat eateem* 
ed species ; and the Sharp-noeed Ray, (Raia oxyrin- 
chus^) which is seldom caught. Tne yonng of all 
these species are called maideu'tkate. They are 
brought to market throughout the summer. 

The Sturgeon does not apnear in the market above 
once or twice in a season. Tne Gilt-head, the Wrasse, 
and the Saury-pike, are rarely seen in it, as thcr are 
onW occaaional and temporary Tisitors of the Frith. 

The Faiher-lasher or hLcky^proach^ and Ghrey Gur- 
nard or crooner^ (a Scottish name which it haa got 
from a purring or crooning noise which it makes when 
taken, by forcing the air through its giUa,) are com- 
mon, but are not esteemed. 

The Blennv or greenboney and the Sand-launoe or 
taruUeel, inhabit the shores, and are carried to market 
in the summer. 

Lobsters are caught on the deep shores of Fife, and 
sold in the Edinburgh market at high prices. The 
Cancer Norv^icus, which bears some resemUanoe to 
n lobster, is often accidentally caught at the mou^ of 
the Frith^ and is sometimes carried to market. Craba 
or partains (Cancer pagurns) are taken in vast quanti« 
ties during the spring and early part of summer, and 
are sold very cheap : frequently the great dawa only 
ere brought to market. The male cruw are the beat 
in spring, the females in the end of summer* 

Oysters are to be found in the Kdinbui^h market 
from the Ist of September till the Ist of May, and the 
dredging of them afibrds a livelihood to many fitmiliea 
at Newhaven. The close^tiroe of the oyster^fishing is 
fixed by the magistrates of Edinburgh. It would per- 
haps be an improvement on it, to make it begin only 
with 1st June and continue till 1st October^ it beins a 
flict that the oysters do not here begin to spawn till me 
end of May, and that they continue in spawn daring 
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Uit srtMer pmti of Septanberz-i^TlM icalkp tbiomi 
its Mjfemn in April ; and Uii$ nay posaiUy Aiure been 
mistaken for that of the oyster. 

Clams or Scallops, with spouts or Raior-fish, are of- 
ten bn>i%h4 to market. Grfat quantities of the oom- 
moQ Hiiaael (Mytilmi ednlis) are gathered by the fish- 
^MmeD at the reoesMS of spring tides* and meet with a 
leady sale. Another species, (Mytilus pellucidua,) 
irhiofa is dredged from the deep parts of the Frith, is 
cblcdy used fbr bait, but is sometimes also carried to 
market Cockles and Limpets are much neglected. 
Whilks €md Buckits (Bucdiium undatum and Turbo 
Jittovens) are often brought to market or hawked 
ihiioui^ the streets ; as are also Dulse and Temglesp (or 
dio blades of Fucus palmatus* with the tender stalks 
of Fucns d^tattts.)<i^Ft9i« Frowns is one of the even- 
ing calls of Edinburgh. These prawns are caught on 
4be shallow sandy beach at PortobeUo ; a few Shrimps 
•■re sometimeB intennixed with them. 

The extent of the dty requiring additmnal maric«t- 
viacrin, a new and cottmmlious market for the sonthem 
districts was erected by subacriptaoa in an area csn- 
MOted with Nioolson's Street, and opened in 1S94. 
Sianiar public markets are prqleetcd for thesccomni»< 
-dation of the inhabitanta of the northern part of the 
dty ; and there are botchers' shamfalea and shops in dafi- 
^oeni parts of the city and suburbs. Salt ia sold in shops 
and by women who cry it through the streets in wicker 
-bttkets or cfveilr, which they carry on their backs. These 
women oome ^r the most part from the salt-pans near 
Fidienow, but some even oome, with their litde 
cargo, from Prestonpans, a distance, of nine miles- 
They arrive every morning, and depart the same day, 
after disposing of their commodity. 

The maiket for blade-cattle, horses, and corns, is 
held on Wednesdays in the wide street named the 
Onstmarket. A building, the upper part of which is 
fitted up Ibr a granairy, iim ^ nnder part with open 
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«nhM>y was began in ISIS at tbe W6il endof Ae 
Orassmarket^ aod opened aa a Com«market in 1819. 

Fuel 

The anlv article of Ae/naed in Edinbaidbia ooaL 
This Tahiable mineral aeema to hare been uaed,. though 
not generally, at a very early period in Scotland. In 
the year 1891, a charter was executed in fitvoor of the 
abbot and convent of Dnnfermline, granting them the 
priTile^ of digging coal in the landa of Pitlencriefl^ in 
Fifeshire. ^neaa Sylviua^ who wrote aboat the mid- 
dle of the fifteenth oentnry, relates, that he saw in 
Scotland *' the poor pec^ who m rags bagged at the 
churchea, receive fiir alms iMCces of stone, with which 
they went away contented. This spedes of stone, (saya 
-he,) whether with sulphur, or wnatever ii^aromaole 
«ubstance it may be impregnated, they bum in place of 
wood, of which their country is destitute." TheooaL- 
works at Gilmerton, in the nei^boudiood of Edin* 
burgh, wore begun to be wrought in the year 1697. 
Befiwe this time the iUel of the dtiaeus of Sdinburdh 
aeema to have been chiefly heath, teae, and bruab- 
wood. In the year 1584, an accident by fiie having 
happened in the dty ftom some of the Hades of these 
articles in the narrow lanes and streets, the town- 
council ordered, that in fttture all these should be re- 
moved to a more^convenient place, under the penal^ 
«f L. 90 Scots ; so that it seems to have been neac a 
century later before coals citme into general use. The 
price of cools in Edinburgh was formerly about foof- 
teen shillings Sterling fwr ton ; but sinbe ibe opening 
«f the Union Canal, tibat necessary artide haa been con- 
BiderabXy xednoed in price. 

Edinburgh is supplied with excellent spring^wtUevy 
which is conv^ed in pipes from the elevated grounds 
of Comiston, Swanston, and Greeneraig, reapectivaly 
three, four, and five miles south-west of the ei^. The 
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fimt pipe to Mug water to the city ww kid in the jeer 
16BU One Peter itoudii, a Geiman pLomber^ lesid* 
ing at Newcestle^ recetved at this time ftom die ma- 
mtiates the ram of L. 99S0 Sterlii^ for laying a 
leaden pipe, of three inches in diameter, fiom Gomis- 
ton to a reservoir erected aa the Castle Hill, the high- 
est part of the city, from whence it rn^ht be drculat- 
ed with ease throng all the districts. This small 
pipe was soon £mnd insufficient to answer the demanda 
of Uie inhabitants ; but there was none other completed 
tiU about the year 17S9, when a leaden pipe of 4i inches 
in itte bore was laid under the direction of Desaguilon. 
These still, owing to the increasing number of people 
in the cq^tal, were found insufficient for the supply, 
and in the year 1787 a cast iron pipe of five incheEi da* 
ameter was added. Preceding tne year 1787 the re- 
servoir at CiHaQiston received four cUstinct streams of 
water fkom the same number <^ pipes ; and these, at 
tl^ir fullest discharge mto the dstem, were found to 
poor into it from 36 to 83 cubic feet of water in the 
minnle, but at other times, when the discharge into 
the fountain-head is lass, or in the usual heat of sum* 
mcr, only from 10 to 9 cubic foet. The reservoir at 
Comision is elevated 44 feet above Uie reservoir on the 
Castle Hill. When the fountain-head at Comiston is 
full, the five inch cast iron pipe at the Castle Hill dis- 
chaiyees into the resavob only 10 cubic feet fier minute, 
and when die fountain-head at Grre^craig is ftill, the 
seven inch Swanston Main delivers 45 ciu>ic feet per 
minute into the reservoir on the Castle HilL This re- 
sarvoir contains 9070 cubic feet The rapply of water 
BtiU proving too little, a cast iron pipe of seven indies 
in diameter was laid in 1790, from Swanston to Edin- 
burgh; and additional springs, three miles farth^lr 
souui than the former, were taJcen in. This last pipe 
cost the city of Edinburgh upwards of L. 20,000. 

The scarcity of water, as the town increased in size^ 
becoming more severely felt, the magistrates, in 1810^ 
determined to request the advice and assistance of the 
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profttMort of natural philoBopby and AtmAttiy In the 
nniversily, and to employ the moat ^ritllful engineers 
to snnrey the ground, and fumwh a report, npon ikke 
heat plans to he adopted for procuring on additional 
aupply. 

- Pr Hope readily nnckrtook the chemical inveatiga- 
tion of the water of every aTailable spring in the Tid- 
nity of the city ; and the late Proi^ssor Piayfkir, In 
eonjunction with Mr TVMbrd, engineer, having exft« 
Biined the gronnd, enggesled the propriety oi emplovw 
ing Mr James Jardine, civil engineer, to inspect tne 
different springe, to ascertain the quantity of water 
delivered hy each at different seasons of the year, and 
other matters necessary for fhiming a report on the 
aubjecU 

Mr Telford accordingly prepared an excellent report 
on the data aiibrded hy the very accurate inveetigationa 
of Mr Jardine, which was pumished fair the infomia* 
tion of the puhlic in 181S. Further measures were 
afterwards taken, and it was finally armngied betiv«eil 
the magistrates and a committee of the inhahitanta in 
1818, that, as the best mode ot hringing in an addi-^ 
tional supply, a water company should be ^mosed, mhb 
should raise the capital necessary to carry through the 
undertaking in shares of L. S5 each ; the magistrates, 
as representing the community, holding shares to the 
Amount of L. S0,000, for thdr right in the present 
water establishment. An act of I^uiiament was a»« 
cordingly procured in 1819, incorporating a eompoiny 
for this purpose. Their capital is provided not to ex* 
eeecl L. 135,000. 

There are two reservoirs f<nr the water at ptetent $ 
4>ne in Heriot's Green, of a circular form, 40 f^et in 
•diameter^ and containing a cistern 30 feet in diameter^ 
«nd ten Feet two inches deep. The other, the moat 
fincienty is on the Castle Hill. It contains a cistern 
43 feet two Inches long, S8 wide, and seven feet aix 
inches deep The water from Heriot's Green reservoir 
serves the south district ; the Old Town, or middle 

U 



Strict, is svpiOjod from the GMtlt HQ] mmoir ; 
and the New Town it chiefly senred by a wvc&' ia^ 
pipe^ which passes by the Ca$tte Hill reservoir, and 
dong the Kartben Mound. 

The water brought in from Crawley and Glenoorae 
qirings, as meaaured by Mr Jardine^ yield 190 cable 
feet cer minute, aflbrding in whole, with the prasent 
supply, a total of 175 cubic feet per minute, or more 
than three times the former supply. The estimated 
expence of bringing in the water, forming the com- 
pensation reservoirs, &c. was L. 120,000. The new 
works were designed and executed by Mr Jardine. 

The fountain-head at Crawley and Glencone springs 
is 60 feet long, and 30 feet wide, over- walls, with an 
arched roof, conuining a stone cistern 4£ feet long, IS 
feet wide, and six feet deep. 

A cast iron aqueduct pipe, varying in diameter ft«m 
90 to 15 inches, proceeds from the fountain-head down 
the valley of Glencorse Burn to Millton Mill, where it 
enters a tunnel nearly a mile long, from which it runs 
by Straiten, Burdiehouse, and Libberton Dams, to the 
north side of the Meadows, where it again enters a tun- 
nel, and runs along it to the Grassmarket, which hav- 
ing crossed, the aqueduct pipe enters a third tunnel, 
along which it stretches to Prince's Street ; the whole 
disUnce between the fountain-head and Prince's Street 
being about eight miles and three quarters. There 
are branches of tunnels and aqueduct pipes running 
from the principal tunnels to Heriotand Castle HiU 
reservoirs to supply them with water for the Old Town. 

With the view of delivering flood waters to the mills 
on the river North £sk in lien of Crawley and Glen- 
corse springs, the head of a reservdr in the valley of 
the Glencorse Burn, about a mile above the springs, is 
finished, of which the base is above 160 yards thick, 
and about S4 yards high* 

Private families are supplied with pipes to their 
houses^ on payment of an annual sum ; nut in the old 
part of the city, the practice of carrying the water on 

c c 
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the backt of men and wcimen^ in small barrels, to the 
hig^ houses^ or to those who have not pipes of their 
own« is still continued. 

A new company has been recently formed^ for 
brinffing in an acfditional supply of water to £din« 
btuip], and carrying it down to Ldth^ but the bOl 
brought into Parliament fbr this purpose has been lost. 

Lighting, 

The first account of the dty of Edinburgh bdn^ 
lighted in winter is in the year 1554, at which time 
the common-council orderei bowets or lanterns to be 
huns out in the streets and lanes, by such persons, 
and in such places, as the magistrates should think fit 
to appoint, to continue burning for the space of four 
hours, from five to nine in the erening. Tnese howeU, 
however, having, in course of time, been found incon- 
venient, or of Utde service, the coundl, by a new act 
in 1684, ordered, that a lantern and candle should be 
bung out at the first storey (or floor) of every house, 
fh>m the 99th of October to the Ist of March, and to 
.bum firom ^^ve o'clock till ten in the evening, under 
the penaltv of five merks Scots. Edinburgh was after- 
wards lighted in winter by crystal lamps, with oil, 
placed ah>iM; the streets at intervals ; but their number 
and the light they afibrded was never accounted suffi- 
cient for the convenience of the inhabitants. 

The application of gas extracted fVom coal to light- 
ing public streets and manu&ctories having been at- 
tended with much success in odier places, an associa- 
tion was formed in Edinburgh in 1817, under the title 
of *' The Edinburgh Gas Liglit Company/' fyr the 
purpose of introducing that mSde of lighting into this 
city. The capital of this company is L. 100,000, di- 
vided into shares of L. 95 each. The association was 
incorporated by act of Parliament early in 1818 ; and 
on the 20th April of that year, the necessary prepara- 
tions having been previously made, the company com- 
menced giving this brilliant light to such shops as had 

1 
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taken Iwaiiches ftom the uims in the princq^ atneti.' 
Xlie theatre commenced Bitting with gaa on the ad of 
Oecemher 1818 ; and now all ue principal atneto In 
the city are furnished with gaa honpa. 

The premiaea of the companjr are situated in the 
bw groond at the south haae of the Calton Hill^ and 
to the ncNTth of the Canongate. Upwards of 600,000 
^allona of gas are on an average distilled daily, which 
18 contain^ in eight gasometers or reaeryoiiB. The 
Old and New Town are supplied by separate raiupea of 
pipea extending in all to upwarda of twdve nam in 
Iragth. The principal pipe is IS inches in diameter. 
The works were constructed under the superintend 
dence of John Grafton, Esq. the engineer of the com« 
pany. 

An Oil'Oas Light Company was also fhrmed, and 
incorporated by act of Parliament in 18S4. The pre- 
miaes of this company are situated near Canonmills, on 
the north side of the Water of Leith. 

A Fortabie Cku CcmjpoMjf has also been estahlished» 
intended to fUmish compressed gaa in proper yesaeW 
lo thoae who wish to make occssional use of this bril- 
liant light. 

Paoihg* 

The paoemeni of the streets of Edinburgh is re- 
markably durable, and regularly laid. Of the time of 
Uie first paving of the streets of the city we have no 
aooonnt. In 15S2, however, Uie magistrates agreed 
with John Mayser and Bartilme Fohot, French pa* 
vioors, to make a causeway In the principal streets, at 
the rate of dOs. Scots per rood, the town fUmidiiDg 
carriage and sand. In the middle of the High Street, 
oppoaite the Tron Church, there was fbrmerly a mo* 
nument, in the shape of a stone coffini under which, it 
18 said, one Marlin, a French paviour, was interred^ 
and who is likewise reported to have been the first who 
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pcfcd the itreets of iSdinlmiig^. Whetber the IbniMr 
penoDt, or this Mariin, be entitled to tbe honomt of 
being the fint who psTed tbe streets^ we pretend not 
to determine. The causeways of Edinburgh are form- 
ed of the hard basalt or greenstone, quarmd in many 
places in the neighbourhood of the city, which is ad« 
mirably adapted fbr this purpose. While ample stores 
of this material are to be found every where around^ 
it is not a little singular, that the demolition of the su*- 
perb range of rocks, known by the name of Salisbury 
Crags, is still persisted in by certain road trustees. 
Nothing slMHTt of absolute necessity ought to be allow- 
ed as an excuse for destroying one o{ the most charae-* 
teristic and noblest features of Edinburgh ; and yet^ 
from the daily blasting of the rocks, not only are the 
public deprived of the use of one of the grandest walks 
about the city, but it seems that the proprietor is com- 
pelled to witness the destruction of the i^turage with- 
out compensation, and without, it would appear, bar- 
ing the means of stopping the devastation* 

The foot-pavement next to the houses and shops is 
formed of excellent sandstone flag, chiefly brought 
from Holies Quarry^ about four miles west fVom Edni<* 
burgh* 
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^ LsiTH is the Bea*bort town of Edinbui^gh. At what 
time it was first built is uncertain ; but in the charter 
6f erection of the Abbej of Holyroodhouse, founded 
b^ David I. in ilS8, it is menticmed by the name of 
Inverleith* Robert L> in the year 1S99, granted to the 
magistrates of Edinburgh the harbour of Leith and 
its mills; and in 1398 they acmiired all the other 
rights and privileges of it by purdiase firom Logan of 
Restalrig. in the year 1485, the maf;i8trates, to pre- 
vent the inhabitants of Leith fW>m nvalling them iu 
trade, passed an act, ordaining, that no merchant of 
Edinburgh should presume to take an inhabitant of 
Leith into partnership, under the penalty of forty shil- 
lings Scots, and to be deprived of the freedom of the 
dty for one year ; and that none of the revenues of the 
ci^ of Edinburgh should be fkrmed to any inhabitant 
of Leith. 

The town of Leith shared in the {general calamity 
which desolated the country when the Earl of Hart- 
ftrd invaded Scotland in 1541. On that occbbiod, 
along with Edinburgh, it was burnt and pillaged bv 
theEnglish soldiers. On the arrival of the French 
troops to the assistance of Mary of Guise, then regent 
of Scotland, in 1549, Leith was taken possession of bv 
them, and fortified on behalf of the queen. Leitn 
was at this time erected by the queen into a burgh of 
barony ; and the inhabitants purchased the superiori- 
Vr of their town firom Logan of Restalrig for L. 3000 
Soots. They likewise received promises of an exten- 
sion of their privil^^es by its erection into a roysl 
bui^ ; but the queen having died before this could 
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be acoomplished, FrancU and Mary sold the saperior- 
iij of it to the citiiens of Edinbiu^h for the sum of 
10,000 merks Sooto. This was only a partial acqoi* 
sition to Edinbarghy fbr the town-council, many yean 
after, purchased the reversion of it from Lord Thirl* 
stane for 14,000 merks Scots. The dread of the re^ 
forming party at the introduction of French troops in-* 
to Lieitn, induced them to require the assistance of 
Queen Elizabeth for their expulsion, and the English 
army having accordingly joined that of the reformers^ 
Leith was besieged in April 1^60 ; but a peace being 
concluded, the French troops returned home. Soon 
after this, the council of the kingdom, to prevent 
any danger to the liberties of the country fVom the 
introduction of foreign troops into the kingdom, or- 
dered the magistrates of Edinburgh to demolish the 
fortifications which had been erected by the French 
troops. 

Leith was, however, fortified by Oliver Cromwell ; 
and a citadel with five bastions was built hy that osurp* 
er. This citadel was, in a great measure, demolished 
at the Restoration, and the site of it given to the Duke 
of Lauderdale, fl'om whom the magistrates of Edin- 
burgh purchased it fbr the enormous sum of L. 6000. 
Soon after the appearance of Paul Jones in the Frith 
of Forth, (Sept. 1779,) which excited a considerable 
degree of alarm on the coast, a battery of nine guns 
was erected, a little to the westward of the citadel, for 
the defence of the harbour and shipping. It is now 
the head- quarters of the royal artillery in North Bri- 
tain, two companies being stationed here under the 
command of a field-officer. The barracks are capable 
of containing 350 men, and there are stables for ISO 
^horses. The harbour of Leith is besides deffended by 
a martello tower, rising fVom the sea at the distance of 
about three quarters of a mile from the pier Thia 
tower was built during the late war by Government, at 
an expence, it is said, of nearly L. 17,000. 

The history of Leith aSbrda fisw fiicts besides xboee 
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I, worthy of pnrticukr renMrk* Coniiectedl 

it if with Edinoui^h, the history of the one neect* 
iododes that of the other. Its ticle4nrboiiv, 
whi<^ is principally formed by the wstnary of the Wa» 
ter of Leith, has at difietent times bees improved, and 
piers erected ; bat the want of a sutBcient depth of 
irater prevents the admission of ships of great burden* 
▲bout the beginning of the last centnry, the mogi* 
strates improved the harbour at a great expence, by 
extending a stone pier into the sea ; and in the year 
1T77 Uiey ftrtber enlarged it, by the erection of a stone 
foay towasds its west side, having wet and dry dodok 

Leiih Docks, 

The trade of Leith had long saifered great ineon* 
veDience from the want of a basin, in which the sbip« 
ping of the port might lie afloat at all times ei the ti(M» 
Various plans had been proposed at dii^ent nerioda 
to remedy this defect^ which at leng^ indneed the umu* 
giatrates and oouneil of Edinborgb to obtein an act of 
Parliament in 1788, empowering then to bonovr 
L* 80,000 for the purpose of oonatrnctii^ a basin or 
wet dock of seven English acres above the dam of tho 
Saw-mills at Leith, a lock at Sheriff-brae, and a cawd 
of communication between the lock and basin. Thto 
plan, however, of Mr Robert Whitworth, engineer, 
was ultimately abandoned, and the magistrates applied 
again to Parliament, and obtained an act in 1799, au* 
thorizing them to borrow L. 160,000 to execute a- part 
ef the magnificent design by John Rennie, Esq. civil 
engineer, of an extensive range of docks* stretching' 
firom the north pier of Leith to Newhaven, witk aa 
entrance at each of tliese plaees. 

The eastern wet dock next thetide-baTbonrof Lettb 
WB began in 1800, and finished in ]80«,and the mid* 
dio wet dock was begun in 1810, and completed ini 
Xmi. Eadi of these docks is 850 yards kng, and IM 
yavds wide, bscli smonnthig to mors than ten Eaglasli 
aeresof wailsr, and safioient to oontm 160 shiptf of 
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tbe ordinary cltiwoi that fineqnent the port On tk« 
north aides of the two wet docks there are three dry 
or graying docks, each 136 feet long and 45 wide ai 
hottom ; 150 feet long by 70 feet wide at top, and the 
width of the entrance 36 feet. All the works abovt 
Ldth docks have been constructed of excellent »•- 
terials in a very snbatantial manner, under the imme* 
diate superintendence of Mr John Paterson, resident 
engineer. 

In the Appendix to the ** Report fbom the Sdect 
Committee, to whom the sereraL petitions &om the 
Boyal Burghs of Scotland were referred," presented to 
the House of Commons on 12th July 1819, it is stated 
that the two wet docks cost about L. 175,086 ; the 
three graving docks L. 18,198 ; the draw«bridgea 
L. 11,981 ; and the areas for the sites of the doac» 
and warehouse L. 80,543; making togetho* about 
L. S85,10a Sterling, exclusive <xf L. 8000 for building 
the bridge over the Water of Leith, in the line of the 
new street leading fhxm the foot of Leith Walk to the 
west end of the middle-wet dock* 

The western or large wet dock, which is not yet be* 
gun, is to be 500 ^aras long and 100 yards wide, ex« 
tending to the spacums deep tide«harbour at NewhaTen. 
It is very desirable to have the whole design of Mr 
Rennie completed as soon as possible, as the depth of 
water on the bar of Leith harbour, in ordinary spring 
tides, is only 15 feet, and only 9 feet at ordinary neap 
tides. 

Towards the end of the year 1894, the magiBtnita» 
of Edinbuigh transferred the rights of the community 
in those docks to a joint slock company ; and, fbr some 
time, the shares in this oompauy sold at a mraium of 
L. 17 per share. But ^e merchants of Leith, and 
others mterested in keeping the dock-dues at a rate a» 
moderate as possible, having opposed the transfer, Ukb 
bill brought into Parliameut for this purpose waskst, 
and they remain the property of the community ysdk^eot 
to the debts contracted in their formation. An ar« 
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mmcmtnt hat anoe bemi completed, by whkh g!»* 
Termneiit, in oonsideratioii of ground being giYen Ibr m 
metal yard, &c., is to advance money at three per cent, 
te pay off the whole debts connected with the Dodn ; 
the intevett of this money, and a per centage on the 
ci^italy to be annually paid from the dock-datiea until 
tite whole is li<)uidated. 

Regarding the reTenne of the docks, it likewise ap« 
pears from Sie same appendix, that the gross amouiit 
of the dock- duties, crane* dues, pontile, and feu-duties 
of warehouses in the year 1818, was nearly L. 9874 
Sterling. In 1824 they amounted to L. 10,295, 4s. 2d. 

A fi^t* house, with reflecting lamps, is erected st the 
nMulii of the harbour, and another, with a reydviog 
light, on the small island of Inchkeith, in the midiil* 
of the Frith of Forth, about fimr miles ieani Letth. 

Leith is two miles distant from Edinburgh, but ths 
splendid road to it is now on both sides so mudi co» 
yitred with buildings, that it seems rather an extcft* 
si^e street than a road. The Water of Leith divides 
ike town into two parts, which, Aram their situations, 
an named South and North Leith, but both parts of 
the town are connected by draw-bridges. One of 
tk»se» opposite the foot of the Tolbooth Wynd, waa 
erected by authority of an act of Parliament passed int 
1788. Prior to this period the communicataon be> 
tween South and North Leith was by an old stone- 
bridge of three arches, a little farther up the river, 
bailt by Robert Rakntyne, abbot of Holyroodhoose, 
about the year 1498. The abutments of this bridge, 
at the north end of which stood the old Church of 
North Leith, are still to be seen. The second draw«* 
bridge is opposite the foot^ of Bernard's Street, and 
was erected in 1800, for a communication with the 
new docks. A third bridge is now^ finished, whidi 
connects the new streets at Hillhousefleld and the 
Bocks with Leidi walk. 

The streets in Leith are narrow, irregularly kdd 
down, and most of the old buildings paltry. The new 
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■Cneta to the iinith and eMt, however^ as well as thooe 
to Uie nortb-west, are finidied with much d^^moe. 
As the irregularity of the streets would rend^ any 
attempt at a description of their relatiTe situations un* 
intdhgible to a stranger, their disposition will be best 
nndentood by reference to the map. 

In South Leith the principal, streets are named the 
Kiriigate and Constttntion Street, both of which enter 
from the great road from Edinburgh called Ldtb 
Walk. On the wesi side of the Kirkgate stands the 

Trinity House, 

The Trinity House was built in 1817, in the Gfe* 
ciatt style of architecture, at an ezpence of L. S50CL 
The old Trinity House, which occupied the same Ate^ 
was an ancient building, with this inscriptioDi on a 
stone which is still preserved in the gaUe ii the new 
house:—'' In the name of the Lord ve masieris and 
mareineris bvUs this hov$ to thepovTy 1555." Nearir 
opposite to this building stood King James's Hospitel, 
founded by the Kjrk^Session of South Leith in 1614^ 
for the reception of aged women. This building waa 
long occupied as the grammar-school of Leith ; but the 
increase of schdars rendering a more commodiona 
building necessary for this purpose, a new school«honae 
was erected by subscription m 1805. The hospital 
~^wva removed in 18S4. 



Orammar School. 

Thii building stands on the sottth*west part of the 
limies or downa of Leith. It is surmounted with a 
small spire and clock, and the rooms for the diti^nt 
classes are elegant and commodious. . 

Church of South Leith. 

On the east side of the Kirkgate stands the Church 
of. South l^eith, an ancient Gothic building, with a 
spire and dock ; and a little to the north-east of the 
ehurch is the Chapel of Ease, a comn^ioustbuildJaK^ 
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capable of acoommodatiiig upwards of 1500 people at 
Divine worship. 

Totbooth. 

The TdboM or Town-houae of Ldth is situated 
•t the lower end of die lane called from it the Tol- 
booth Wynd. The old building, erected in 1565, hay* 
ing become inadequate to its purposes, it was removed 
in 1825, and a new Town*house of Saxon arch i tcctme, 
built upon its site. 

LeUh Bank. 

This neat small edifice stands in St Bernard's Streel* 
and was founded in 1805, and finished in the year fol- 
lowing. It consists of two floors ; a handsome dome 
rises from the north front; and a pn^ection, orna- 
mented with four Ionic columns, and having three 
pilasters of the same on each side, decorates the build- 
uog. — ^Besides the Ldth Banking Company, a branch 
of the British Linen Company and the Commercial 
Banking Company is established in Ldth. 

Exchange Building*. 

At the east end of Bernard's Street, in Constitution 
Street, stand the Exchange Buildings, the Uu^t pub* 
lie buildings in Ldth. They contain an assembly-room 
of large dimensions, a. coffee-room, a sale-room, a sub- 
scription library, and reading-room These buildings 
are in the Grecian style of architecture, three stories in 
hdght, and are ornamented in front with five Ionic 
columns. They cost L. 16/)00. 

The Custmn^House. 

This building stands on the north side of the har^ 
bour, near the entrance to the wet dodcs, and was 
erected in 1812. The original expence of its erection 
was about L. 12,617. But it is now reodving addi- 
tions to enable it to accommodate the Board of Customs 
from Edinburgh. 
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Church of North Leiih, 

This church stands to the westward of the town of 
Leith^ and the foundation of it was laid in March 
1914. It is a handsome building in the Grecian style 
of architecture^ and was designed hv Mr William 
Bum> architect. The front is 78i feet in breadth, 
and, from the columns to the back wall, its length is 
II64. It is surmounted with a handsome spire and 
clocks the first compartment of which is of the I>ork» 
the second of the Ionic, and the third of the Corin- 
thian order ; the remainder of the spire is fluted, and 
its height, from the ground to the top of the cross, is 
158 feet. The proportions of the portico, which is very 
handsome^ are said to be taken from the little Ionic 
temple on the Ilyssus, near to Athens. The expenoe 
of the building was about L. 12,000, and it accommo- 
dates^ with ease^ upwards of 2000 persons. 

Seiifield Baths* 

The baths at Seafield were erected in 1813^ at the 
eastern extremity of Leith Links. The expence of their 
erection was about L.8000, which was raised in shares 
of SO guineas, the proprietor or one member of their 
families hatving a right to the use of the baths. Hie 
building is very elegant, with fh>nts to the west and 
north, and a handsome porch. The lower floor is 
fitted up with baths, and contain in all 17, hot, tepid, 
cold, pump and shower baths, besides a large plunge 
bath. The rest of the building is occupied as a hotel. 

In Constitution Street a neat Episcopal Chapel was 
erected in 1806; and in 1890, a handsome chapel, in 
connection with the United Associate Synod^ was 
erected in Bridge Street. 

Another chapel, in a street newly opened from Xieith 
Walk to the New Bridge, has been this year (1825) 
ereeted for a eongr^otion in connection with the 
Belief Synod. It is a neat plain building, 80 hei by 
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€5 0v«r«>waUf« wilcnliitfwl to accommodate IM) people, 
■nd cost in election about L. 4000. 

A little to the westward of Leith liet the populous 
fishing village of Newhaven, whence the markets of 
£dinbu]^b are principally supplied with fish. A new 
pier has Ji>een recently built at the west end of the 
village for passage^boats. Handsome steam-boats sail 
itotn this pier every three hours to the opposite coasts 
and others sail daily from Newhaven to Stirling^ and 
the intermediate places on the Frith. 

Trinity Chain Pier. 

This elegant pier was projected and executed by 
Captain Samuel Brown> who had previously executed 
a bridge on the same principle over the Tweed. The 
supports of the chains are erected on wooden piles. It 
was opened in September 1831^ previous to which it 
was proved by a weight of SI tons being placed be- 
tween the different points of suspension. 

Leith is governed hj a baron-baille> with the title 
of Admiral, appointed by the magistrates of Edinburgh, 
who, under nim, nominates Uiree persons residing in 
LeiUi> as his deputies, with the title of Resident Bai- 
lies. The resident baUies hold baron-courts for the de- 
cision of petty offences. There are four incorporations in 
Ldtby viz. tbe Mariners, Maltmen, Trades, and Traf- 
fickers ; the first including the masters of ships and 
sailors ; the second maltsters and brewers ; the third 
coopers, bakers, smiths, tailors, wrights, weavers, &c ; 
and the fourth merchants, &c. The police establish- 
ment is independent of that of Edinburgh. 

There is also a Merchant Company in Leith, and a 
number of Shipping Companies. The regular smacks 
which aail between this port and London are most 
elegantly fitted up ; and the steam- vessels, which sail 
rei^ilaily during the summ^ season, have afibrded 
fadlities of interoouTBe between the two capitals, on- 
Icnown till their establishment There is also a ferry to 

nd 
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the oppoute coast of Fife, with commodiom paange- 
boats, under the direction of coramiationen appointed 
by act flf Ftoliameat. 

The Auitralian CompoM^ was inatitnted in November 
18S2^ upon « capital of One MilHon, raised by aharea 
of Lto 100 each. The object of this company ia to fii* 
diitate the interooorae betwixt the parent country and 
the Coloniea of. Van Dieman's Land and New South 
Walea. They have ahready procured aeveral idiipa of 
considenble tonnage, ao that peaaengera for theae Co- 
lonies, or the Cape of Good Hope, to which the ships 
sail regularly, may always procure a safe and com- 
fortable conveyance, at a moaerate expence. 

The charitable insdtutionB of Leith consist of a Des- 
titute Sick Society, Ibr the purpose of relieving per- 
sons who, by temporary di a t ra a s , are rendered incapa- 
ble of supporting themsdves, imd who have no dalm 
on any otner charitable institution ; a Female Society, 
for relieving aide and indigent women, instituted in 
1798 ; a Female Charity School of Indostry, institut- 
ed in 1802; and a Boys' Charity School; besidea se- 
veral Bible and Missionary Societies. A Literary So- 
ciety, which meets once a week during the winter, vras 
instituted in 1814; and there are two public libcGffies. 

The markets of Leith, a commodious place for which 
was built and opened in 1819, have the same articles as 
those of Edinburgh, and in e^ual variety. Their wa- 
ter is principally brought in pinea from the email lake 
of Loehend. But it has been tbnnerly suggested, and 
it is still practicable, to turn to the use of rae inhabit- 
ants of Leith a fine spring which rises at the bottom 
of Salisbury Crags, and v^icb, as ascertained by Mr 
James Jardine, civil engineer, delivers about 112 pints 
per minute. 

The town of Leith is lighted by gas, a company hav- 
ing been recently formed for that purpose in 1823. The 
gas is manufactured ftom oil ; but a proposition has 
been made for substituting coal, as the material from 
which the gas is to be extracted. 
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TRADE OF EDINBURGH AND LEITH. 

In Edinburah there are few genenl merchants^ most 
of them reai&ig at the port of Leith. Theie are, 
bowever, a vast number or ahopkeepen, and the aop- 
port of the city, in tbia respect, dq[iend8 on the con- 
sumption of ihe neeeaaaries and saperflmtiea of life. 
The ooontry gentlemen, and thoee who hate made 
fitttanea abroad, generally reside a great part of the 
year in the town, and most of the rents of the conn* 
try gentlemen are drawn and circulated among the 
baoikers of £dinburgh. A Merchant Company was 
instituted in Edinburgh by royal charter in 1681 ; and 
in 1736 a Chamber of Commerce was established by 
charter for protecting and encouragmg the commercial 
and manuneturing interests of the country. This in- 
stitution has led the public attention to many usefbl 
objects, and baa obtained many aalntary regulationa 
and laws respecting the general commerce of the coun- 
try. 

The British Parliament, in the year 17S7, passed an 
act, enabling his Majesty to appoint trustees fer en- 
conragins the fisheries and manufectures of Scotland, 
and for this purpose large sums, destined by the artt- 
dea of Union, were lodged in their hands. The an- 
nual premiums giTen by the trustees, which amount 
to tlxmt L. 4000, haye had a great influence in diflhs- 
ing industry, and in exciting emulation among the 
Scottish mantifectnrers. 

Befeire the Union, Edinburgh had but a rery limit- 
ed trade. The unfortunate termination of the Darien 
expedition had a considerable share in damping the 
ardour of commerdal enterprise. Since that time, 
however, the trade of Edinbui^h has been extending 
by slow and imperceptible degrees ; and the enlarge- 
ment of the harbour of Leith, b^ the erection of new 
and splendid docks, promises a still farther increase. 

The following statement of the shipping belonging 
to and engaged in the trade of Leith at three different 
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periods, will give an idea of its progressive increase 
during the first part of the last century. 

Number of vessels In 169S, - 29, tonnage 1709 

in 1740, - 47, «e28 

in 176«, - 68, 6935 

In the year 1784» the trade of Leith was eetnnated 
at half a million Sterling. — Ships cleared at the Cos- 
tom*houfle in that year : 

From foreign ports. 
With eoals. 
Coasters, 
In ballast. 

Total, - 1774 

' From the 13th November 1786 to the 13th Ncrvem- 
her 1787, there airived in Leith the ioUowiDg vessels ; 




Foreign, 


English. 


Scottish, 


ToiaL 


Ships, - — 


17 


10 


37 


Brigs, - 11 


S3 


93 


135 


Sloops, - 19 


S83 


1,407 


1,708 


Tona^ 3,244 


36,170 


73,809 


105,938 



During the same period, there eame into Leith har- 
bour from ports within the Frith of Forth 883 vessels 
with coals, measuring 14,956 tons, and the same nttm- 
ber of vessels with other goods, measuring 16,139 tons. 

In the year 1791, the registered tonnage amounted 
to 130,000 tons ; and in 1804, the number of vessels 
&t different descriptions which arrived in Leith hat- 
boar was 3653, which makes the increase of shipping: 
nearly double since 1787. Since this last period the 
trade of Leith has been nearly trebled, as is shown by 
the Avowing statement. 
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Foreign trade for the 


year ending 5th 


January 18S5. 


firitish. 
Foreign, 


Ships. 
146 


Inward. 

Tons. 
36,479 
16,630 


Men. 

8133 
980 


Total, 


368 


53,109 


3113 


firitish. 
Foreign, 


Ships. 

175 

97 


Outward, 

Tons. 

3S,008 

11,430 


1903 
685 



Total, 878 43,438 8588 

Coasting trade for the year ending 5th January 1885. 

Ships. Tons. Men. 

Inwards, 3794 840,688 14,849 

Ootwards, 8871 160,603 10,950 

Total, 6065 401,831 85,199 

The trade of Ldth is pretty extensive. A numher 
of Tesflds are employed in Uie whale fishery ; and an 
exIenaiTe trade is carried on with Russia, Denmark, 
and Sweden, and with Hamhurgh, Ostend, and Hol- 
land. The merchants of Leith also trade extenstTely 
to the Mediterranean, the West Indies, America, and 
Van Dieman's Land. 

Manufactures of different kinds are carried on in 
Edinburgh and Leith to a considerable extent. There 
are several cast iron founderies in the neighbourhood 
ci the city, and many laige houses for the manufiictuze 
of flint-glasa and bottles. The distillatMn of malt- 
sBirita occupies sevaal Ifloge capitals ; and the manu- 
aetore of candles and soi^ is carried on extensivdy. 
In the environs of Edinburgh are many paper«milis, 
where large quantities of writing and printing-papers 

Dd8 
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are made. A good deal of prating is done in Edia-^ 
bargb, and there is an extensive fbundery for printing 
types. The manufacture of shawls and linens is ear- 
ned on to a considerable extent. Ship-building in 
Leith occupies a rrumber of hands ; and there Are ma- 
nufactories of sail-^tb and cordage. Tfattre ate be* 
sides ragar refining'-faouses, and several saw-milk 
erected on the Wafer of Leith by the celebmted en- 
gineer Mr BmnelL 



POPULATION. 

From a paper in the possession of (he Session-Clerk 
of Edinburgh, entitled, " A list of the haill possessors 

iof houses) iB the diJB^rent parishes/' the number of 
iimilies in the year 1678 appears to have been 3333. 
The old part of the eity at that time consisted only of 
six parianes. Supposing that there were at that time 
six individuals in every family, (and dri's has not been 
thought by some an average too great for Edinburgh,) 
the totai number of persons would anteunt to 19,998. 
If the suburb of Canongate is reckoned to have con- 
tained SJOO inhabkants, the pariah of St Cuthbiat's 
rooo, and diole of South and North Leith 6000 pev- 
sons, the total namber d individuals in Edinburgh and 
its neigboujrhood was, in the year 1678, 35,500. 

In a paper communicated by the late Dr Blair,, and 
eopied iBto the " Statistical Account of Scotland^" 
containing an enumeration of families and examinafalt 
persons in the city of Edinbmqgh, apparently taken in 
the year 17SS, the Dumbers, including d^e asnal pro* 
portion of one fturth of the examinaUe persona ftnr 
children, amoutted to 2MS0 ; and if 15,000 is allow* 
ed for the tntoibe and the environs, the total number 
of inhabitoDta wonld be 40,^430. 

MatUan^ m hit «« Hktagy ai Ediahntgh" finind- 
iM his compntattian en the ngister of boriahi* nakci 
me mmlKr of inhatbhails in the dty to anwnBt t»«* 
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least 48,000 ill 1753. But that calculation is not much 
to be regarded, as, in 1755, an enumeration was made, 
at the desire of the late Dr Webster, when the num- 
bers, including the parish of St Cuthbert's and Leith, 
appeared to be 579195. 

Mr Arnot's computation in 1775 is still more con- 
siderable. According to bis account, the number of fa- 
milies in Edinburgh, Leith, and the environs, amount- 
ed to 13,806, which, calculating at the rate of six 
persons to each family, made the number of inhabit- 
ants (0 be 82,836, which, added to 1400 for the cas- 
tle, hospitals, &c. amounts in all to 84,)!36. But six 
to a family has been reckoned by some too large an a- 
yerage even for Edinburgh, large in general as the fa- 
milies there are ; and it has been reckoned nearer the 
truth to take five as the average number of a family. 
This, adding 1400 for the castle, &c. would bring the 
number of inhabitants in the city and suburbs, induct- 
ing Leith, in 1775, to 70,430. 

The enumeration made in 1791 for the Statistical 
report of the city, states the total number of inhabit- 
ants in the city, suburbs, and town of Leith, at 
84,886, of which 38,109 were males, and 45,444 fe- 
males. But the accuracy of this enumeration is to be 
doubted ; for, in the enumeration made, under authori- 
ty of Parliament, in the year 1801, of the population of 
Scotland, Edinburgh, its suburbs, and Leith is stated 
to contain 82,560 inhabitants. 

The population in 1811 was, by the Parliamentary 
returns, 102,987 ; and according to the Census of 1821, 
as foUowB : 

Number of families, 29,193. 

Males, - - 62,099 

Females, - - 76,136 

Tond^ 138,235 



3S0 NATURAL HISTpAY. 

OBJECTS OF 

NATURAL HISTORY 

IN THE IMMEDIATE NEIOHBOUKHOOD OF EDIN- 

BUBOH.* 

Ebinbuboh 18 a fkrourable station for the practical 
student of Natural History. From London it is a 
day's journey to get beyond the garden grounds. 
Here^ the excursion of a dayi or even of a few hoars, 
may fiU the box of the botanist with no contemptible 
spoil. The immediate neighbourhood ofiers to the 
beginner^ indeed^ a profusion of objects in aU the 
three kingdoms of nature. As the most convincing 
proofs we shall select a few articles belooging to each 
oiTision. and shall roecif^ their habitats, or the places 
where they are fiiuna. 

I.*— Animal Kingdom. 

Of the small number of the Mammalia whidi 
Scotland produces, a very few only can be expected 
near so large a city. The Fox and the Hare are oc- 
casionally seen on the southern declivities of Arthur's 
Seat hills. The Otter inhabits the banks of the Wa- 
ter of Leith, but is rare. The Whitretf or Weasel is 
common ; as is also the Hurchin or Hedgehoff. The 
common Bat is abundant. The Squirrel (Sciuras 
vulgaris) is naturalized in the nearest woods. In the 



* Communicated by an emineat naturalist, who also fVir- 
nished the article iM arkets. 

t When there are appropriate Scoiti^ nsmes, irt have 
thought it might be usenil to adopt them; at the samia tune, 
we have distiiMpiahed them by Italies, and have subjoiiied 
either the Ungfish or the Linnean name. 
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eeOan and oommmi ttewers, the Norway Rat is too 
ooromon ; tbe Black Rat, atill inhabits the garrets of 
the high hottses in the old city. In the Frith of 
Forth the Seal (Fboea vitahna) is continually show* 
ing its black head, and the Porpesse (Delphinus pho* 
ecna) ia ever rolling about* Both are sometimes en- 
tangled in the nets of the NewhaVen fishermen, and 
eonaiderable qnantitiea of oil are extracted from thek 
blubber and lirer. The Whalebone- Whale (Balsena 
tnystioetus), and the Grampus (Delphinus orca), are 
Oocasionally seen. Upwards of forty years ago a Cachalot 
Whale, of great size (Physeter micropft), was strand* 
ed on Lord Rosebery's grounds near Cramond^ and 
attracted thousands of spectators from Edinbuii^ 
The enormous aixe of the head, and the exceseiv^ 
smallDess of its eye«> were clreumstances talked of by 
<^d people ; atid its tongue was Compared to a well*fll£> 
ed feather bed. 

A very considerable variety of sfatioiiary Biaoft ki 
to be found around £dinburgh. Among these tho 
most beautiful is the Kingfisher, which inhabits the 
rivet Leith, and the Blue-backed Shrike, which haunts 
iboiit Arthur's Seat hills. The Kestril yearly breeda 
in the high precipitous rocks of the Castle fronting 
Prince's Street* Some uncommon birds visit us ia 
•ummet, aa the Goat^sucker (Caprimulgus Europceua); 
tbe Corncrake or Landrail, «c. The call of the 
Cttokoo or Chuk is first heard abont the lake of Dad« 
dingstone, whose neighbourhood it frequents, aboul 
May-day, and it continues till the middle of June^ 
About this list period, great numbers of Swifts (Hi« 
itifido apus) seem to delight to spend the evening in 
darting backward and forward among the lofty bnild* 
ings of the Old Town of Edinburgh, uttering perpe- 
turt shrieks. Other migratory birds spend a part of 
the winter with us ; as the Snowjhke (Emberhiza 
nivalb), the FeUififr or Fieldfare (Tardus mlaeris), 
Hfh its constant companion the Red-wing (Turdua 
iliftcus), and sometimes the Bohemia Chatterer. The 



Ckdden Oriole f Oriotiu gtflnila) htm been fhot in the 
immeduUe neig^bonrliood of the city. A flock of the 
beantiiVil little Norwegian bird, FringiUa flammee, 
alighted on the light-hoaae<^ Inchkdth one evening in 
winter 1804*5, having been attracted by the light : ae- 
▼eiflly which were stunned by striking againat ue panea 
of g^aaa, were picked np by the lignt-hooae keepenu 
Woodcockfy in like manner, freanently perch upon 
this light-bonse upon their arrival fWmi tne foreata of 
Norway t in the dark evenings of October. The islanda 
in the Frith are, durins summer, frequented by the 
Kitiy'toake (Luus triooctylua) ; and the Pictamm 
(Sterna hirando); which hreed on the Bass Rocs 
akmg with the Gannet or Solan^Goou (Fdecanus Baa- 
■anus). The Cormorant (P. carhop; the Scart or 
Shag ^P. graculus); Scout (ColymDus tidle)^ and 
Raxor-oill or Marroi (Alca torda), frrauent the Frith 
at all timea. A few pairs of &e JDunUr^gooie or 
Eiderdndc (Anas mollisaima) breed annually on Inch- 
keidi, Indicolm, and the May Island. TheMahnock 
or Fulmar (Phioellaria glaciaUs) makes his appeanmce 
in the Frith in very hard winters ; but deptffta very 
early in the spring to the northward. The Stormy 
Petrel or Momer Carey's Chicken (P. pdagica) htt 
been observed within Leith harbour in very stormy 
weather. The Northern Diver (Colvmbns gladalia) 
also comes in severe winters, and haa oeen taken in the 
Frith as Ute as April. The Velvet Duck (Anas fbsca) 
is common, as is also the Puffin or WUUck (Alca puffi- 
nus). Duddingstone hke is inhabited by the Coot 
and Water-hen (Fulica atra and chloropus), and by 
the variety of the latter called Fulica fUsca by the late 
Dr Walker. 

The poultry-market of Edinburgh is worthy of a fte- 
quent visit from the ornithologist. Some of the rarer 
aquatic birds, sent from different parU of the country, 
occasionally occur on the stalls during winter ; the 
Long-tailed Duck or Caioo (Anas glaoalis), and the 
6oli1en-eye (A. clangula}^ are not uncommon. The 
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White-ficonted oooae (A. albiftons), the Bean g;oo8e 
(A. fiibftlis), and the Bernade (A. enrthropus), also 
occur; together with the Morffanser (Mergus senra- 
lor), and the Doiky Grehe (Colymbus nigricans). 
Ptannigany Snipes, and small biids, are also sola. 
Among what the poalterers call Snipes, birds of the 
genus Tringa, particularly T. cinerea, morinella, and 
GrenoneensiSy are often induded. (See PoniSfrsf-Jfar- 
ket, p. S91.) 

Of the reptile Amphibia we have in the Kind's 
Furk fonr spedes of lisard (Laoerta agiUs, vulgaris, 
palttstris, and maeulata of Sheppard), here called adcs 
— ^m ablveviation of adcen, the old Knglish name, but 
often amfinmded with the name asps^ to the great 
hurt of the harmless lizards. The Blind-worm ^An« 
guis fVagilis) is sometimes found in banks of loose 
earth at Salisbury Crags. 

FiSHKs.— -A specimen of the rare Opah (Zeos lu- 
na) was, a few years i^, taken near Cramond, and is 
pieseryed in the museum of Sir Patrick Walker. The 
short Diodon or Sun-fish (Diodon mola) has also beoi 
caught at Cramond, and is presenred in the same gen- 
tleman's museum. The Sturaeon (Adpenser sturio) 
frequently enters the mouth of the river Almondi, and 
is sometimes killed. The Gar (£sox belone) is occa* 
akmally cauffbt, but is bv no means common. The 
Saury*pike (Bsox saurus), which, it seems, is hardly 
known in the south, sometimes enters our Frith in 
vast shoals during winter. It is generally named the 
Oowdamook* At ebb-tide it is often found alive with 
its long curved nose sticking in the sludge, as if it 
considered itself suffidently hid when its head is im« 
mured. The Sea^cat or Wolf-fish ( Anarhichas lupus) 
is pretty common ; sometimes it is got five ibet long. 
Tbe Btrpl, or Labrus balanus of Dr Shaw, is found 
in the Frith during summer ; tcwether with the Brassy 
or L. comubius. The Basse (rerca labrax)^ and the 
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Bib (Godus lutcus), are eaugbt at the aaiiie aoaaDti. 
The Gemnieoui and Sordid Dragonet (CalliADyoMia 
lyra and dracuncolus) are very oommon in the mrath 
of the Frith. From observations made at NewhaTen, 
it seeras probable that these fishes, though ranked aa 
distinct species by Linn^ and Pennant, are merely 
male and female of the same spedes. The male when 
in the water, or when newly caught, shines with the 
most brilliant azure and golden tints, and ia mutdi 
admired by the fishers, who call it gowdie or chanti- 
cleer. 

A large species of Gilt-head, of a fine silvery hne 
(Sparus dentatust Sp. Rail of Dr Shaw), is sometimes, 
though rarely, caught 

The Smooth-hound and the Tope (Squalus muster 
lus and galeus), with the angel-fisn (Sq. squatfna), ai« 
occasionally entangled in the fishing nets, and carried 
into Newhaven for the sake of the oil to be got by 
boiling their livers. The latter animal has some- 
times been described as a mermaid. Fiked dog- 
^sbes (Sq. acanthias) accompany the sboals of herring 
into the Frith, and are oftener caught than the fisher- 
men could wiah, aa they prove very destructive to tiioir 
nets. 

Conger-eels, nine or ten feet in length, are some- 
times, though not very frequently, taken in the Frith- 

The lakes of Duddingstone and Lochend oo»tain 
Pike and Perch ; the river of Leith, the Loche, tlie 
nine-eyed eel or River- Lamprey, &c. ; but treut are 
nearly expelled fVom this river, at least in the vicinity 
of the city, by the refuse fVom the numwous distil- 
leries established on its banks. 

The fish-market will occasionally yield the ichthy<^ 
logist some curious objects. The Saury-pike and Sea- 
pike may be expected in whiter. The Liunp6ah» 
Sparling, and Sea-Lamprey, occur in spring : and, the 
Gilt-head and Wrasse during raminer. (See arUde 
Fisk^Market, p. 894.) 
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Iirtc^eTA.— The enfoBidogiftt finds the oljecti of 
hit study in every place. The Joins onisooides of 
Tewnson^ al first sight resembling Oniscns armsdillo, 
is found tuider stones in the King^s Park, generally 
abottt an ant hilL Papilio Artaxerxes has been seen in 
the marshy grounds of Arthur's Seat hills, overlooking 
the village of Duddingstone ; this is accounted one of 
the rarest British butterflies. Phalangium hirsutum 
may be found by rummaging among the refuse of the 
Kewhaven oyster-boats. In the same way may be got 
a variety of crustaceous insects ; Cancer araneus ; C. ae« 
purator ; C. longicomis ; C. strigosus ; C. locusts ; and 
C. bemardtts, or hermit crab^ so named from its al« 
ways inhabiting a turbinated shell. But the most 
curious of the small cancri is the C. phalangium, 
which, in order to deceive its prey, dresses itself with 
tender msrine planta or zoophytes, so as to resem- 
ble these harmless productions. It may sometimes 
be found at Newhaven disguised as a plant of fucus 
sinuosus; at other times neatly dressed out like the 
zoophyte called Flustn trundtta. Jn the skate-neU, 
whid^ the Newhaven fishers sometimes sink near the 
month of the Fritli, C. Norv^cus is often entangled. 
Laige and fine specimens of the rare C. horridas are 
sometimes thus taken. C. symnista is found on the 
shores after heavy east winds. The lobster is occa* 
sionally osx^ht ; the edible crab or partain (C. pagu* 
rus) is very common* Prawns and shrimps are not un- 
fimquent. 

Of the VxEMss iutestina, Leith Sands afibrd the 
Iiombricus marinus, dug up by the fishwomen for 
bait, under the name d lug^worm ; and the Hirudo 
mnricata is not unfrequenuy tbund entwined among 
the roots of the great iangU fPucus digitatus.) 

Of the MoUiaeaf the Cutue-fish or hose-^sh (Sepia 
loligo) is common ; the Sq>ia octopodia is also found, 
but is more rare. The bones of S. officinalis are fi^e- 
queatly cast ashore, Doris argo, Aphrodita aculeata, 

E e 
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Schlnvit €8<SQl6ntUB and sputigttft, ai^ frn|Miidy cm 
tipon the beach after winter storttid, und especially afr 
ter east-winds. The Holothoria penttcnla is tt timm 
dreUge^ up in fishing for oysters. The Sea AncnHmea 
(particularly Actinea crassicomts) everywhere adhfert 
to the rocks left uncovered at ebb-tide. Two species 
of very long sea-worms are occasionally broagnt i^ 
from the deep water of the roadstead by the oyster 
dredges ; one is the Nereis flabelligera, the other is a 
black animal, perhaps nondescript^ known to the fish* 
ers by the name of the Black Worm. It is often be» 
tween twenty and thirty feet in length* It ttay he 
found in the Newhaven oyster^boats in the spring sea* 
son. This black worm has been described in the Natli* 
ralist's Miscellany under the title of Lmea iongUiUmu 

Of marine Tesfacea^ the shores of the Frith aifitrd a 
considerable variety, some of them not common. Scm 
veral species of Chiton and Lepas are got on the rocft# 
and stones, or attached^© the stalks of the iar&er ftict ♦ 
Pholas Candida and crispata inhabit the cTay>«totift 
rocks at Joppa. My tilus discors is often to be found 
adhering to the roots of ftici, and M. discrepans, crif 
large size, is frequently dredged up by the fishemieii 
at Newhaven. Area nucleus and minima are sotee^ 
times to be got in the refuse of the dredging«boat8» 
Solen pellucid us, Tellina Ferroensis, "R fabula, Mya 
subtruncata, M. prismatica, and Mactra Boysii, are 
frequently to be picked up on the beach at Forfd* 
bello, where also may be occasionally found Nerita 
glaucina, N. pallidula, Cypnea Europtta^ Donax tran- 
culus, and Venus striatula. V. undata, Sootica, Tiiw 

f^nea and exoleta are taken by the dredj^e, also T. 
slandica, of large size. Fine specimens of Cardiuna 
echinatum. Helix laevigata, and Mytilus modiolus, are 
got in the same manner. StrombUsp^ pelecani, Mutex 
Bamffius, Mya inaequivalvis^ Patella ceenilea and pd^^ 
lucida, may be often picked upon the-shore al Ne#fc«« 
yen. Ostrdi obsoleni, Turb6 crassier^ aild Ttw^OM 
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taMdw we pioeured at the same place* BulUapertfi 
is not uncommon at Carolina Park, inhere its very 
l%hty almost membranaceous shells, are tossed about by 
the wind. In short, if the conchologist search the re- 
jectamenta on the beach after high winds, which com- 
nvaicate to the Frith the agitation of the German 
Ocean, he will seldom fail to make some acouisitions. 
Mytilna cygneus has been found in Duddingstone 
Xxich; M. aoatinua and Tellina cornea abound in 
X^ochend. In Duddingstone Loch are also found Pa* 
teUa eblonga> (not in Captain Laskey's list^) several 
depreaaed Heiicea, and, in the marshy ground adjoin- 
ing, H. limoaa and H. fossaria. Helix putris occurs of 
2«^ aixe in the Meadow ditches ; H. arbustorum^ 
(net mentioned by Captain Laskey,) on the north bank 
of the Castle ; H. caperata on the rocks of the Calton 
HiU s H« dnbium under atones among the debris g^ 
Salisbury Crags ; H. radtata and H. umbilicata are plen« 
li&l in the lanes to the south of the Meadows ; Tur- 
bo faidens and muacomm are found in the King's 
Btak, and T. fbiitiaaUs inhabits Lochend. 

Zooph^fia are to be found in great variety on the 
sliares cf the Frith after high winds. But the oyster* 
boate at Newhaven afibrd the best and rarest speci- 
Bens. The oyster-dredge always entangles quantities 
of Sertularic, Flustrss, &c. which the Ssheripen call 
Summer-growth. About thirty snecies of Sertulari« 
hm^ tinis be got; among others the beautiful Sertu- 
Imi opercubtta, abietina, cupressina, and fastigiata; 
the eurioiia bottkbrtub, or Sertttlaria thuya ; with very 
l«ge specimeDa of Sertularia antennina; to whica 
naay be added some species that are less generally no* 
twoly particularly Sertularia polysonias, lendigera^ 
*nd nuiricata. Small specimens of the F«n-coral» 
^vgonia flabellum, are sometimes, though rarely^ 
KP* in the Frith. The coral of the shops (CoraU 
^^ sficinalia) is oommoKu Several species of Flus^ 
te «» dredged up widi the oystflora; particularly £« 
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carbMM, which, according to authors, is rare in manf 
places. 

IL-— Vegetable Kingdom. 

The hills, rocks, lakes, and shares, which diTersify 
the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, offer a rich field to 
the botanical inquirer. Even Arthur's Seat faiUa alone 
present him with about four hundred diflferent spe- 
cies. Among these some pretty rare ^ants are num- 
bered : Aepleninm septentrionale, Arenaria vema, Pm 
tentilla vema. Salvia verbenaca, Thalictrum minus, 
Gnaphalium dioieum, and others. Besides diese may 
be found, in the King's Park, two of the rarer of the 
British gramina, Poa rigida and Hordeum jnratoise ; 
and among the cliiSs may be seen two uncommon na* 
tive shrubs, the Spindle-tree (Euonymus Europcus) 
and the White-beam (Pyrus aria.) Several plants 
remarkable for their beauty adorn these hilb ; among 
these, the Maiden-pink, (Dianthus deltoides,) the 
Drop wort, (Spiriea illipendula,) and the Catchfly, 
(Lychnis viscaria,) deserve particulsr notice. The 
margin of Duddingstone Lake is enlivened by Ra- 
nunculus lingua, and Stellaria glauca, together with 
the elegant Butomus umbellatus or Flowering-radi. 
In the appendix to Lightfoot's " Flora Scotica" is a 
list of plants, observed by Mr Yalden, a student of me- 
dicine, as growing in the King's Park, Edinburgh, in- 
cluding Arthur's Seat and Suisbury Crags. To this 
list may be added, Circsa alpina, Sanicula Europsca, 
Viola lutea, Saxift'oga tridactylites, Alisma ranunca- 
loides, Juniperus communis, and many Musd, Aigse^ 
and Fungi. Among the Musci, Phascum ptliferom, 
a very minute and rare moss, growing on the buik bo- 
low the columnar greenstone rocks; and Grimmia 
acuta, observed there by the late Mr Don. Among 
the Algs, Lichen coccineus, like dtopB of blood upon 
the rocks; and among the Fungi, Agaricus toren^ 
Ij^tywing in laive semicircular trades on the middle 
ndge of hills, the deleterious spawn of this muahroom 
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iMMtAg b«re looecasion those witbered truces in Ae 
gnws whilcli hare commonly been denominated Fairy 
rings. Pentland Hilla, as'might be expected, afibrd . 
wme rare plants ; in particular Listera ovata in Snran* 
Bton Wood ; Primula fiirinosa in marshy spots above 
Woodhouselee ; Eriophonnn polystachion^ Scirpns 
nmlticaalis, and Vaccinium oxycoccos, or cranberry- 
bush, in peat marshes ; with Epilobinm angustifolium 
and Galium pusillum at the spot generally called Hab- 
ble's How. In a wood on the banks of the Water of 
L«th, near Colinton, the magnificent species of Va- 
lerian, Valeriana pyrenatca, is common, and seems to 
be indigenous. Two poisonous umbelliferous plants 
oeeur in the victnity of Edinburgh. 1. Cicuta virosa, 

2>ng*leaved water-nemlock or cow-bane,) too plenti- 
1 on the margin of the lake of Lochend^ here it fre- 
quently proves destructive to cows who browse it, and 
instances are on record of its proving fatal to the hu« 
man species. 3. Phellandriam aquaticum (horse-bane 
or water-hemlock.) This is not so deleterious as the 
«ic«ta, and it is a rare plant. It is mentioned by 
Lightfoot as fbund in the Loch of Corstorphine ; that 
ioch has long been drained, but the Phellandrium stiU 
masts in the principal drain of Corstorphine meadow. 
Chsrophyllum aureum is another rarity found in that 
neighbourhood, ^oslin and Ravelstone Woods afford 
some of the rarer mosses and other Cryptogamia. A 
oonsiderable number of curious plants is found on the 
thores of the Frith ; particularly Ligusticum Scoti- 
eum and Hieracium umbellatum at Figget Whins. 
The turf along the shore is finely decked, during sum- 
mer, with the purple cocka-head (Astragalus hypo- 
glottis) ; and the drifted sand is variegated with the 
elegant sea-rocket, (Bunias cakile,) and the curious 
phmt called prickly glass- wort, (Salsola kali,) which is 
one of those from which barilla is made. Inchkeith 
affbrds Glecoma hirsuta sparingly, and Grimmia mari- 
tima ki abundance. The Friui yields a considerable 
variety of submarine plants, above thirty species of 

seS 
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Foci, and a great many Ulvc and Contevs. Am9t% 
the rarer of the Fuci luay be mentioned Fncoa ligola- 
tUBi F. asparagoides, F. comeus^ and the minute one^ 
F. pygm»u8. — See Dr Greville'a work entitled *' Flora 
EdinburgeDsia," for a description of the Planta to be 
found within a circuit of ten miles round the capitaL 

III. — Mineral Kingik)!!. 

The great moss of compact blue whin-rock or baaaU 
on which the Castle of Edinbui^h is built contains 
much Zeolite^ compact, fibrous, and sometimes findv 
radiated (mesotype) ; together with Tremohte, whica 
is exceedingly pnoephorescent, and amorphous I^eh- 
nite. Beds of quartz v sandstone alternate with the ha* 
salt. The Calton Hill offers a huge mass of trap and 
porphyry to the inspection of the mineralogist^ having 
at first view little appearance of stratification. The 
sections made, however, in the course of forming the 
new roads on the south and north sides of tbe hill^ 
show distinctly that the whole rocks are stratified, and 
dip to the eastward at an angle, varying firom 18^ to 
20% with a general direction southward and northward. 
The lowest D6d, to the westward, is sandstone, and the 
highest to the eastward, is also sandstone; and the 
whole intermediate rocks mgy be considered as belong- 
ing to the Coal Formation of Mid-Lothian ; for, aa 
the new London road, where it overlodcs the palace 
of Holyroodhouse, the strata consist of thin beds of 
wacke, bituminous shale, day-ironstone, and sand^ 
stone repeatedly alternating with each other ; and the 
operations in various parts of the hill have affinrded 
evidence that all the rocks composing the hill gradual- 
ly pass into each other, or have had their origin in a 
depcoition from a single vast menstruum. The por- 
phyry, in one place, was seen {lassing into greenstone, 
the greenstone, in another, making a transition into 
wacke, the wacke a^ain passing into bituminous shale, 
and the shale both into clay-ironstone and sandstone. 
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Xlie muni hat of an old quarry imnediataly below 
Ndaon's Monument ditplaya a section of the unper 
part of the hill to a oonsiderable depth ; the bed of 
porphyry is here forty feet thick; immediately oyer 
this lies a bed of amy^aloid, in calcareous cayitiea of 
which is found the reddish variety of Cubical Zeo- 
lite, called Sardte by Mr Townson on account of ita 
flesh colour. Small nests of glance-coal have also been 
found in this rock, very near to the summit of the 
hill. Arthur's Seat hills exhibit on the south fine co- 
lumns of porphyritic greenstone^ some fproups uprighly 
others lying horiiontally, and presenting their basei 
or ends. These are in some places invested with a 
coating of Prehnite, showing on its surfoce mamillary 
crystals, of an apple-green colour. In the fissures 
of the columns the same mineral is found in amorw 
phous masses^ and of a reddish hue» Oyer the por- 
phyritic greenstone a vast platform of trap-tuff is in- 
cumbent, the upper part of which forms what is called 
the Lion's Back. Imbedded in this tuff considerable 
masses of siliceous sandstone may in different parts be 
observed. The trap-tuff is surmounted by the peak 
of the mountain^ consisting of basalt. Near Uie lake 
of Duddingstone, beds of quartay sandstone, and of 
siliceous limestone, crop out ; and in the basalt here, 
grains of OUvin and of Augite, together with crystals 
of Basaltic Hornblende, are abundant. 

The bold and loAy amphitheatre of rock called Sali^ 
bury. Crags consists of greenstone, incumbent on beds 
of sandstone, slate-day, and clay-ironstone* In a ho- 
risontal layer in the midst of the greenstone bed, nu- 
merous beautiful crystals of culucite are found. The 
beds are distinctly seen only in one or two places^ 
being generally concealed by the extensive talus» 
which is accumulated against the front o( its crags. 
In one place, however, a quarry of sandstone hm 
been opened under the greenstone. The superior 
liAfdness of tlie sandstone at the line of contact, has 
been considered as an argument in favour of Uiat 



tbeory wlifeb «ievib« liie comoBdatiGti of sDcli roAM 
to the action of htatt, and whkh views the conmioaL 
vhinstone rocks of Scotland aa the unerupted lavai 
of fonner ages of the world. In another quarry, 
near H9lyTOodfaoiise, heoutiftil radiated Hvmatiteshas 
been found, intermixed with Steatite, green fibrous 
ealcateotts spar, and a kind of elay-ironstone approach* 
ing to Reddle. Beds of greenstone and sandstone art 
here seen to alternate several tiroes. Masses of Heavy* 
spar (sulphate of baryta) may here be often found ad« 
hering to the sandiitone. Lac lunse may also be ob« 
aerred lining the fissures of the rocks, and amethystine 
nuartz crystals are not unfrequent. Near to St An- 
thony's Chapel some very beautiful spotted Jasper has 
been dug by the Edinburgh lapidaries ; but the vein, 
as fiir as easily accessible, has been exhausted. Crys- 
tals and grains of Augite are abundant in the rock near 

the chapel. 

The sandstone strata which have at different tiroeB 
been laid open in digging foundatk>u8 of feouaes in the 
New Town, particularly near the Customhouse, hvft 
been found to be traversed by a great vein of green- 
stone, from fifty to sixty feet wide, running cast and 
west, from the Customhouse to Marshall's Enti^^ 
Leith Walk. Greenstone veins are well known m 
coal districts by the name of whin-dikes. Two such 
4iJke9 are excellently seen in the bed of the Water of 
Leith, crossing the horizontal strata transversely ; the 
one vein is immediately below St Bernard's Wdl; 
the other a little higher up the river. The great vein 
nbove mentioned was formerly worked at Broughton, 
for paving-stones and road-metal ; and at that time 
rnnaU specimens of Cobalt-ore, of a peach-blossom t50- 
lour, were found in its walls. 

Greenstone or whinstone occurs also in regular beds. 
In a thick bed of this rock, near Bell's Mffls, a laxg|a 
mass of coarse drawing-slate may be seen. * 
" I - ■ • - . . . — . . ■ - . 

• A detailed description of the rockis in the neighbouifadod 
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Upon Ld^ shorts, nodules of A^te, Cmelian; 
tDd Cbaloedony, with masses of Chlorite imbedded in 
Quartz, may occasionally be picked up. The hnrg* 
granite tumblers scattered here and there along the 
beach will not fail to attract the attention of the gei^ 
legist^ there bdng no granite rocks to a great distance 
around, and the masses bein^ too considerable to ad- 
mit of the supposition of their haying been brought 
hither as ballast. At Carolina Park, about a mile west 
from Newhayen, the rocks are flndy exposed by the 
action of the sea ; beda of greenstone here appear to 
alternate with beds of sandstone, of clay, and of day- 
ironstone. The trap rock of Craigiehall Hills abounds 
with Analcime, and with greenish fibrous Zeolite. 
The Pentland Hills present to the northward large 
rocks of Felspar in mass, pretty much decomposed, 
which, from its resemblance to the Petunse of the 
Chinese, or material from which porcelain is manuike* 
tnred, has been otdled Petunse Pentlandica. JVhere 
•ome epoto of Logan Hill, not flir fVom Habbie's How> 
•re exposed, by the action of a riyulet, Chdeedony, 
•triped Jasper, and Chlorite, are found. At the waters 
fall of Habbie's How the rivulet has cut through a yery 
curious breccia, or puddingstone-rock, of great thick- 
ness. Large yeins of Heavy-spar are observed in dif^ 
ferent places of the Pentlands. At Gilmerton, llie 
Btrata, being much inclined, have been cut through in 
mining, and have disclosed a series of mineral beds 
•bout a mile in thickness. The beds are of green- 
stone, limestone, clay-ironstone, sandstone, and coal. 
^ the last there are sixty different seams, thick or 
thin, twenty of which have been worked. St Cath«» 
Hne's Well, at the seat of Sir William Rae, Bart, about 
three miles south irom Edinburgh, is continually eo- 



h ^!^^'^^^> '^ <^ acGOUDt of their geognostical rdatioii% 
^^.'^^'ol^Mt JametOB, may be «eeii in Nos. I. and II. of the 
'^nbargh PhUosopbical JonmaL 
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Tovd with a ienai of Nftphtha nr PeCrdeum ; wmA to 
dbe ro p p oted ▼trtuet of this mineral oil is to be at* 
<r9)td tnfe fane of this well in former times^ wheft 
its deooKatioB was an object to the nonardi of SooU 
bsd 



REMARKABLE OBJECTB 

IK THE VICINITY OF SDIKBUAOH. 

The Castle Jffitl, 

A high temoe at the weatem extremhy of the (M 
Town, eeromauda an extensive view of Uie smbjaoanl 
•onntry and the bnildingpB of the city ; and the pro* 
iqpcot from the Caatle itnelf takes in a atiU wvdtt 
lange.^ On the north the Frith of Forth> the oppoaito 
oeaat of Fife, with ite fishing towne tMUefwl sJoog 
the margin of the sea, ava diatinctljr seen ; on ibo eaal 
Arthur 8 Seat and the cultivated fldids of Bast Jj^m 
lhian» with the conical hill esUed North Reirwkk Law« 
and the Bass Rook in the distance; and on tlio south 
the Hills 9i Braid and Ciaiglockbart» and the Pentlaml 
HUla. 

The Calion Jim 

Is a reeky eminence almost within the city* Tha 
Wcent ia now easy by Wat^loo Place and tke new 
wad ; and the walks, which were formed around and 
near its summit in 1816 and 1817, preaent at every 
step views of ODparalleled variety and beauty* The 
dly from this eminence is seen below as if it were de^ 
lineated on a map ; and the Frith of Forth with ita 
shipping, and the mountain scenery around, present a. 
SttOGession of ol^jects which are rarely aeen in omdI^ 
nation. The Observatory and Nolsen'o Moaii«»eJSl 
crown the summit of the hiU, a port of wfaioh "^-"^^ 
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Sb cbcnen fer the nte of the National MomnBtat ; and 
fiurther down, on the souths are the New Prison and 
Bridewell. In the Calton burying-ground, at the cd«* 
Oranee to the hill from the west, is a large drcular mo* 
namenty the burial*place of David Hume. The late 
celebrated Professor Playfair was also interxed in thia 
cemetery. 

The plans for the improTement of the Hill, and the 
formation of walks, projected in 1815 and 1816, were 
completed in 18Si, by forming a sloping bank from 
the carriage access to the hill down to the iron railing 
on the north side of the Regent's Road, betwixt the 
Miller's and the Baker's Knowes. In less than three 
months, 13,000 tons of earth from the foundation of 
the Register Office, fbrnished free of ezpence by the 
kindness of the King's architect, were laid down in 
this hollow. This piece of ground is to be oocupied 
by new school rooms for the accommodation of the Hi(^ 
Scho<d ; the present situation of that celebrated semi* 
Bary having, from the progress of the buildings to the 
Borthward, became less central in regard to the popi»- 
lation. 

The Kinffs Park, 

' The King's Park, at the eastern extremity of the 
dty, affords many beautiful walks. This park is in- 
doaed with a wall built by James V,, and is about 
three miles in circumference. It consists chiefly of 
roeky and steep hUls, or rather of one hiU which riaca 
into three tops. The highest of these tops, called 
Arthur's Seat, rises with a rugged and steep ascent to 
the height of 883 feet above the level of the see. 
Fiom the top of this eminence the view is grand, and 
remarkably extensive. The metropolis, the German 
Ocean, the ooilrse of the Forth, the Grampian moua- 
teins, and a huge portion of the most populous and 
hmt enlttvated part of the kingdom, fom a landscape 
•t onoi beautiftd and tnblime. That part of the hill 
on the west which overlooks the city, and is denomi" 
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Dated Salklniry Crags, presents a semicircalar rai^e of 
precipitous rocks, which has much the appearance of 
a mural crown. Along the front of this range a walk 
was formed in 1830, which opened up a series of views» 
changing at everv step, and which are perhaps unequal^ 
led, at least in the neighbourhood of a large city. 

During the year 1820» the shawl weavers of Edin- 
burgh, amounting to about 500 persons^ were thrown 
out of employment ; and the magistrates and other 
persons of benevolence, willing to protect a elms of 
people so industrious, determined to do something for 
their relief. Meetings were privately called, and such 
funds were speedily provided as enabled a committee to 
undertake various improvements, one of which was the 
formation of a promenade along die front of Salisbury 
Craga. The celebrated David Hume, duly appreciate 
ing the grandeur of such a walk, had indeed at a for- 
mer period caused a footpath to be made at his own ex- 
pence, nearly in the line of the road now formed ; but 
fio little attention had been paid to this most romantic 
walk, that it had become nearly impassable. The waUc 
through the King's Park and St Ann's Yards was like- 
wise improved by the same committee, who besides 
performed many other minor pieces of work without 
once coming bemre the public for aid. At the nortli- 
em extremity of the eastern division of this hill stand 
the ruins of the Chapel and Hermitage of St Anthony. 

On the south side of the hill is a small ridge of iDclfil, 
noted for a remarkable echo ; and a little to the east* 
ward of this, above the footpath which leads to the 
village of Duddingstone, is a superb range of porphy- 
ritic greenstone columns, of a pentagonal or hexagonal 
form, from 50 to 60 feet in length, and five in diame- 
ter. At the bottom of the hill in this place is the 
Lake of Duddingstone, on the north side of which is 
the parish churcn. The greenstone, of which these 
hills are composed, aflford an excdlent and inexhaust^ 
ble supply of stones for paving the streets of the cUy. 

1 
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The Meadows* 



Ott the south side of the city is the retired wslk 
caOtd The Meadows. This place was formerly a kke 
oQled the South Loch, whicn was drained ahout the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, by Thomas Hone, 
to whom it was let on lease* Hope became bound, oy 
the terms of this lease, not only to drain the lake or 
nanh, but to make a walk round it of 84 feet in 
width, with a hedge and a row of trees ; and a walk 
acroB, from north to south, bordered with lime-trees. 
This is the origin of the present beautiful walks. The 
ch-cumference of the Meadows is about one mile and a 
half. 

To the south-west of the Meadows lie the downs 
called Bumi^ld Links, where the citizens in sum- 
mer, amuse themselves at the favourite Scottish game 
of Golf, and where the troops stationed in the city ge- 
nerally perform thdr exercises. 

Farther to the south and west is what was formerly 

odled the Borough Moor, a large track of ground sup- 

Msed to. have Men granted to the citizens of Edin- 

kirgh by David I. This ground, in the year 1513, 

«|»pear8 to have been covered witfi wood, as at that 

lime certain privil^es were granted to the dtisens who 

kdlt their houses of the wood of tl^is moor* In the 

Borough Moor James IV; reviewed his gallant army, 

(in wuch were many of the inhabitants of Edinbuign, 

vith their chief magistrate at their head,) before he 

marched to the &tal field of Flodden, and the stone 

till exists, built in the wall of a dike, to which the 

Vfryal standard was affixed. 

Near the head of Bumtsfield Links stand Gillespie's 
Hospital and Free- School, the former of which occu- 

tthe site of an old castellated building, removed a 
years ago, called Wryte's House. A little to the 
•udi-w«8t of this building stands Merchiston Tower, 
•^ andent building, and once the seat of the celebrat- 
«a inventor of the logarithms. To tlie westward of 

rf 
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thii building rises Craiglockhart Hill» whicb is worthy 
the attention of the stranger, from the natural beauties 
which it ditplays, »nd the prospect which ir affMed 
from its summit. Farther on, at the distance of fbot 
miles, is the picturesque village of CoHnton, and the 
seat of Sir William Forbes, Bart. Northi-east ftQUk 
this rises the Hillof Corstorphioe, beautifully yariegat« 
ed with gentlemen's seats and oniamental plantatioBs. 
On one part of the hill, filmed fixr the landscape it 
commands, have been built two walls, crossing each 
Other at r^ht angles, aad in each of the fsnu ang^ 
thus formed a seat is placed^ which altogether corn- 
mands as fine and as varied a aekction of olgects as ia 
any where to be met with. 

Si Bernard's Well. 

On the northern «de of the city, the walk along the 
Water of Leith to St Bernard's Well is peculiarly 
beautiful. St Bernard's Well had been long dislin«« 
guished for the medicinal virtues of its waters, which 
are of the sulphureous kind. The qualities of this 
spring falling under the notice of the late Lord Q«ar.. 
denstone, his Lordship purchased the property of itke 
well, and erected a temple over it, consisting of a cirde 
of columns, surmounted by a neat dome. In the mid- 
dle is a statue of Hygeia, the Goddess of Health* The 
figure is well proportioned ; but it ia too large fiv a 
near view. Nearly opposite to this tcm^e, on the 
other side of the water, stands a tower, erected by the 
late Mr Walter Ross, almost entirely compoaad of 
stones with ancient sculptured ornaments, eoUected 
from ruinous huildings. 

Hermitage of Braid. 

South from the Borough Moor, about twomilet dks- 
tant from Edinburgh* is the Hermitage of Bftid, tlie 
sweetly retired vesidence of Mr Gord(». It ia burisd 
in a narrow vale, beCwven two mnges ^ low said iire- 
gulm* hills, and is surrounded with wood. The m«H 

11 



linilet called Braid B«rn meanders ibrough the mid* 
He of the vale in which it stands. 

About a mile to the north-east ftom the Hermitage 
ef Braid stands the House of Grange, a turreted man* 
iloD, formerly the seat of the wdi-known military oom^* 
nanider in the reign of Queen Mary, William Kirkal- 
if^ In this house, too, the cdebnted historian^ Dr 
llobertsoU) spent the last months of his life. 

Dreghom Caaite, 

Hie seat of Ale^iander Trotter, Es^. stands on the 
north side, and at the fbot, of the Bentland Hills, 
about three miles south-west from Edinburgh. It is 
in the Gothic style of architecture, and very elegant 
The view fVom the grounds is singularly rich and 
beautify. 

CraigmiUar Ctuile. 

Craigmillar Castle, now in ruin^, stands about three 
mUes south fh>m Edinburgh. A barmkyn, or thick 
mropart wall, thirty feet high, with parapets and tur- 
wti, enoompssses the building. At what time Craig* 
miliar Castle was built Is unknown. It occurs, how^ 
ever, on reeord as a ftrtaliee, in a shorter of the reign 
Of Aleicander II., in 1918, by Willism, son of Henry 
do Craigmillar, to the monastery of Dunfermline. An 
inscTiption on th« gate of the outer rampart bears the 
4ale 1487. In the year 1477, John Earl of Mar, a 
younger brother of James ill., was confined in this 
sastle. It was also the residence of James V. for some 
time during his minority. In IMS this castle was 
burnt and plundered by the English. Craigmilhur waa 
the frequent residence of Mary Queen of Soots, after 
her return from France in 1^91. Her French retinue 
were lodged at a small distance, at the village, which, 
from that circumstance, still retains the name of Little 
Frsnee, In the immediate neighbourhood of the castle 
tre some etedlent fi«estone quanies. 
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Duddingstone House, 

DaddingtUme House, a seat belonging to the Mar- 
ouU of Abercorn, is situated about a mile dutant from 
Edinburgh, on the south-east, near the village of D«d« 
dingstone. The situation of the house is low ; but the 
building is elegant, and the surrounding grounds jre 
finely laid out. 

Dalrnewf House, 

The seat of the Earl of Rosebery, is situate on the 
southern side of the Frith of Forth, about 8 miles west 
ft-om Edinburgh. It is a recently erected mansion of 
great elegance, in the Gothic style of architecture. 
The grounds in the neighbourhood are very pic- 
turesque. About half a mile distant is Bambougle 
Castle, a very ancient baronial residence^ and the for- 
mer residence of the Earl of Rosebery. It is built 
within flood mark. 

Hopetoun House, 

The mi^ifioent seat of the Earl of Hopetoun. is n- 
tuate on the banks of the Forth, about 12 miles west 
from Edinburgh, and three from Queensferry. Tie 
bouse and offices are superb, and the grounds are lajd 
out with great taste. A beautiful lawn surrounds the 
house skirted with trees ; and romantic walks are car- 
ried through the woods. The prospect from Hopetoun 
House is varied and extensive. Tne Forth, from Stir- 
ling to the Isle of May, with its islands and the name- 
rous towns on its coasts, may be seen from this staticni ; 
and the view is bounded by the Grampian mountaifts 
on the north, and Benlomond on the west. 

Portobdlo, 

Portobello, two miles east from Edinbuigh, on the | 
coast of the Frith of Forth, is the favourite bathiqg- 
place of the inhabitants. Hot and cold balhs were 
erected here in 1807; and it has a chapel, connected 
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with the estahlishment^ to which a dergyman was ap- 
pointed under the sanction of the preshy tery of £din« 
Durgh, in 1819* It contains some neat streets and 
many handsome villas ; and the resort to it in the sum-^ 
mer season is considerahle. A pottery and brickworks 
have long been established at Portobello. 

Beyond Portobello^ and about five miles from Edin- 
Inu^h, is the villsge named Fisherrow, immediately 
IMtJacent to the town of Musselburgh, of which it 
^ms a part* The links or downs of Musselburgh 
contain a stand and excellent turf racing ground^ where 
the Edinburgh races are now held. * 

Gilmerton, 

At the village of Gilmerton, about three miles south 
from Edinburgh, is a subterraneous house cut out of 
the solid rock bv George Paterson^ a blacksmith, and 
flnished, ai%er five vears' incessant labour, in 1784. 
The said village is also celebrated for its sand quarry, 
l9 driven to Edinburgh, and f!old for sprinkling on tne 
Ittvements of kitchens and cellars. Yellow sand is one 
tf the regnlar cries of Edinbui^h. 
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ImildingB were partly rebuilt \w William Druiniiiondi> 
of Hawthomden, the celebrated historian and poet, in 
the year 1638. . Drunimond spent the greater part of 
hia life in tbi« beautifiil retirement, a^ here wroce' 
the History of the Jameses, and his Poeras. 

The scenery around Hawthornden, as indeed, all' 
•long the banks of the North £6k^ is beautiful and ro«- 
iDMitic. 

Mtlville Castle. 

Still Ibnher ^omn the Esk, ind cOose bgr- thfr :«illiig0<' 

of Lasswaile, stands Melville €astle, a seat of Lora 
Melville. The principal part of the building is of a 
square form, witn circular towers at the angles, of ^e*^ 
gant workmanship. Two wings, of a less height than 
the other parts of the edifice, but of equal elegance, aver 
attached to it Two miles from Lasswade is the town 
of Dalkeith. 

Dalkeith House* 

Dalkeith House, the seat of the Duke o£ Bucdeueh^ 
is about six miles distant from EiHnbargh, cm the 
southern bank of the river North Ksk, and in the loi-^ 
mediate vicinity of the Town of Dalkeith. This buikU 
ing stands on we site of an ancient eastk, which wa»- 
long in the possession of the family of Dc«igks. liie 
Barl of Morton, regent of' Scotland during the mino» 
rity of JaiB^ VI*, used l^quenliy to resiib <aK fM» 
castle, and it was then commonly styled the '^ Lion's 
Den." The present edifice was built by the family of 
Scott, about the end of the seventeeth century. H 
consists ot a main house and two wifegs, with <»«a«* 
ments of the Corinthian order in f^ont^ The haB, the 
grand stairoaso, and the several suites of rooms m<M», 
are spacious and elegantly finished. In Balkeithr 
House is a fine eolleeti(Hi of paintings. The garden i» 
large, and the park aro»nd is extensive. Tho river 
North B&k passes imnoediately und^ the walls, and a 
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Splendid bridge has been built over it. Hb Mqesty, 
on his late visit to Scotland, resided at Dalkeith House. 

Newhattle Abbey, 

A little further up» on the northern bank of the 
South Esk, is Newbattle Abbey^ a seat belonging to 
the Marquis of Lothian, about seven miles south mm 
Ediuburgb, and one mile south-west from Dalkeith. 
It is situated on the spot where formerly stood the an- 
cient Abbey of Newbattle, founded here for Cistertian 
monks by David I* The house contains many fine 
paintings, and before it, on the bank of tlie river South 
Esk) opens a verdant lawn, interspersed with some 
straggling trees of very great siae. Close by the wall 
of the park stands the church of Newbattle, vrith a 
small village which has risen around it* The town of 
Dalkeith is within sight; and, by ascending an emi- 
nence on either side, a prospect mav be obtained of the 
city of Edinburgh, and its rich and populous environs. 

Preston Hall, nine miles fVom Edinburgh, and Dal- 
hottde Castle, on the northern bank of the South Esk, 
the seat of the Earl of Dalhousie, are worthy of a 
Msit. 

The massive ruins of Borthwick Castle, twelve miles 
south-east from the city, are also an o1)ject of consi- 
derable interest 

BXCUBSION TO PBNTLAND HILLS. 

Leaving Edinbuivh by the road passing the head of 
Bumtsfleld Links> the old Castle of Merchiston is seen 
on the right. A little further on is the village of 
Morningside, in the neighbourhood of which is the 
New Lunatic Asylum. About two miles on the left is 
the gate which leads to the Hermitage of Braid, the 
property of Mr Gordon. This beautiful retired man- 
sion stands in a narrow wooded dell, through which 
runs a small rivulet called Braid Bum. Abou» a mile 
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Airther on, « road on liie right let^ to an; inn calM 
the Hunter's Tryat, at wlueh stranMrs will lecdva- 
directions for ascending the hill at the proper places. 
On proceeding about two miles further, the hill may 
b» ascended at its eastern termination disectly from the 
nNiin road. 

H(^>bie's How (at least the place gcneraDj Tisited' 
aa auch) is situated in a little yalley about two miles 
over the hiH. The rivulet of Gleucorse winds along 
the vale. The view fW>m the summit of the Pentlanda 
is extensive and beautifiil. Woodhon^elee, the seat esf^ 
Mr Tytler, surrounded by wvoda^ stands on the south 
side of the bill^ en the right of the Mad» i^Mmt &9^ 
milefi distant i^om Edinburgh. The reserv^iirs fbr the 
water which supplies the city are situated at the has* 
of the Pentlaiids. 

From GIe«corse> afUr eroseing dhe eaattnost llitt> 
there is a road to Penicuik and Roslin. 

Penicuik ffouse, 

The seat of Sir George Cleric, Bbrt., is a^liiated 
ahout nine miles between west and seaUl^weBt fHft& 
Edinburgh^ on the northern bank of the rive? North^ 
£$k, and not iar fVom the village of Penicuik. Tho' 
principal ropms within are lai^. and indy pi«^tlon« , 
ed. But there is a peculiar Attraction^ to> visit Peni«^ 
cuik House. This is the apartment denominated' 
Ossian's Hall, the ceiling of which is decorated with 
paintings by the pencil of Runoinan, representing 
scenes from the Poems ascribed to Ossian. In the 
pleasure grounds is a smair rotund buildings a model 
of ^e temple of Terminus which formerly steod^ en^ 
the banks of the Carronv '"' - •* generally known by^ 
the name of Arthurs Oi^. 

FBOM NKWRAVEN TO STIBfilKO^ BY WATEB. 

Another excursion^ in which agfreat variety^ in leiw 
eating oljecte oceur> is hy water vp the Frith of Ferth; i 
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40 Stirling. The soenery oa both sicks of this nobfe 
lestuary^ its islands^ and the elegant seats and towns 
which are scatterrd alone its shores, have long been 
admired. Nearly opposite to Lei th« the sea-port of 
Edinburgh, are Burntisland and Kinghorn. Farther 
up is Aberdour, nearly opposite to which is the fcinall 
kiand of Indicolm, on wtiic^ are the ruins of a m<H 
nastery. Aberdour Castle, the property of the Earl 
-of Morton, is a picturesque ol^ect on a rising ground 
to the east of the town ; and about a mile to the west- 
ward stands Donibristk, the seat of the Earl of Moray. 
Nearly opposite to Aberdour, on the south side of the 
Frith, nay be seen Dalmeny House, and the old Castfe 
'Of Barnbougk, the propa^ty of the Earl of RMtheif. 
At Queensferry the Frith is ooDtaracted to less thm 
two miles. Above the Ferry, on the north side^ the 
towns of Cuhross, Kincardine, and AJioa, are 8ueoe»> 
j»vdy seen ; and on the south side fiorrowstounnos 
-and Grangemouth. Between Queensferry and Bor^ 
xowstounness is the magnificent mansion of the Eail 
of Hopetoun ; and a little above the town, on a wood- 
ed bank, Einneil House, a seat of the I>uke of Hamil- 
ton. The windings of the river between AUou end 
Stirling are very picturesque ; and the ruins of the an- 
cient Abbey of Cambuskenneth, almost insulated by the 
Frith, are worthy of a visit. From Stirling to Dun- 
blane, which was the seat of a bishop, and near which 
■are saline ^rings much frequented in surama", is about 
six miles. The cathedral is a splmdid Gothic atme- 
ture, the choir of which is ocenpied as the parish 
church. This exeursion may be niade in two days, at 
a very trifling expenee. 

Various ouier excursions may be made within a 
day's ride of Edinbui^h* Melrose Abbey, on the 
Tweed, 85 miles from Edinburgh, is worthy of a visit. 
The Bass Rock, about 9a miles east fhmi Edinhor^ 
hy Musselburgh, Tantallan Castle, and the scenery in 
|he neighboumood, are ol^ijects of great tntereot ; aad 
boats can always be procured at Leith or Newhaven, 
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ibr excunions to the islands in the Fri^ or to the up* 
polite coast. 

FALLS OF THE CLYDE. 

Lanark is a town in the shire to which it gives its 
name, situate 38 miles west fVom Edinburgh, which is 
worthy of a yisit on account of its cotton-roills, and its 
heing in the immediate vicinity of the Falls of the 
Clyde. 

Lanark is one of the most ancient towns in Scot- 
land. It was erected into a Royal Burgh by Alexander 
I., and unites with Linlithgow, Selkirk, and Peebles, 
in sending a member to Parliament. But the village 
of New Lanark, b^;un in 1785 by Mr David Dide of 
Glasgow, to aocommiodate the work people at the cot- 
-lon-mills, erected about the same period, are now the 
most intei:esting objects to a stranger. Ti)e establish- 
ment^ under the superintendence of Mr Owen the pro- 
prietor, is not less worthy of a visit from its extent, 
than as practically exhibiting, in the arrangements of 
the society, the plans for the improvement of the cod>^ 
dition of the poor, projected by that gentleman. 

The principal falls- of the Clyde near Lanark are 
three in number, two above and one below the town. 
•The uppermost fall is somewhat above 2^ miles from 
Lanark, and from the estate in which it is situated is 
called the Bonniton Fall or Lin. To reach this fall, 
llie second or Corra Lin is passed by a most romantic 
walk along the Clyde. At a little distance from the 
fall, the walk leading to a rock that overhangs the 
river brings the stranger all at once within sigh . of 
this beautiful sheet of water. The whole body of the 
wat^ is here precipitated over the rock in one unbroken 
sheet ; and although the river above exhibits a placid 
a|ipearattce, beautifully margined with wood, this ap- 
pearance is suddenly changed at the fall ; and below it 
the river is contracted in its bed, and thunders among 
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xoclu and precipices. The fall of Boimiton is about 
SO feet high. 

- The same beautiful and romantic walk conducts the 
visitor back again along the precipice that overhangs 
the river^ both sides of which are fenced by mural 
rocks^ equidistant and regular, forming, as it has been 
termed, a " stupendous natural masonry." The visi- 
tor descends the river for about half a mile till he ar- 
rives at C<Mrra Lin, so called from an old castle upon 
the opposite bank. The old Castle of Corra, on a lugh 
rock tnat overlooks the fall, with Corra House and toe 
rocky and wooded banks of the Clyde, fbrm of them- 
aelves a beautifiil coup d^wil; but nothing can equal 
the stupendous app^ance of ^e fall itself, nmen 
viewed from any of the seats placed here and there 
along the walks. The rocky barrier — the old castte*- 
a coni-mill on a rock below — with the tremendous 
abyss into which the water falls, heightened by Ae 
noise of the water itself, cannot be viewed widiout 
emotions of sublimity. A summer house or pavilion, 
built in 1708, is situated over a high rocky bank that 
overlooks the Lin, and from its upper room affords a 
very striking prospect of the fall. The water at Corra 
Lin &Us 84 feet. The river does not here rush over 
in one uniform sheet, like fionniton Lin, but in three 
different though almost imperceptible leaps. 

The Cotton- Mills form the next object in descend- 
ing the river ; and not far from these is another beau- 
tiful and romantic fall, called Dundaff* Lin. This faU 
is between three and four feet high, and trouts have 
been observed to spring up and gain the top of it with 



The next fall, still descending the river, is Stone« 
byres Lin, about two miles and a half below Corra Lin. 
This cataract, which is about 60 feet in height, is tlM 
ne pkif ultra of the salmon, as none can possibly get 
above it, though their endeavours in the spawning sea- 
son are incessant and aiHusing. It is equally romaii- 

og 
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tk wMi €ht others, and, like Com Ua, the «%ter Imk 

three distinct leaps in its descent. 
- Another natural curiosity in the tieigbbourkood of 
Lanark is Cartiane Ctmgs, upon the river Monss, 
which enters the Clyde »DOut a mile below the town 
of Lanark. This is a curioas and romantic den, ahout 
« quarter of a mile in lei^;th, bounded on each side by 
precipitous and ru^ed rocks fVinged with wood. Tbe 
rocky bank on the north side ie about 400 feet ih 
height, and it is not much lower upon the south side. 
At the bottom rises the river Mouss, which fioafx)(^y 
leaves room for the traveller to traverse the d^. Clb- 
rems in the rocks aire here' and there dbeervable ; and 
tone of these is reported by traditioh to have be^ the 
hiding place of Sir WifHam Waliaoe. A bridge has 
been lately thrown cNrer this ravine. 

From Lanark to Glasgow is a pleasttrt ddve dohwD 
the vale of Clyde, by Dalserf and Hamilton, near which 
fa»t ia Hamilton Palace, the seat of the Duke of Hamil«* 
mi, whet« some fine paintings are to be seen. Eight 
mnks fVom Glasgow is the village antl <;astle of Botb- 
«v«31, the seat ^ Lord Douglas. The views of the 
old castle are romantic, ami the beauty of the grouinls 
ia its neighbourhood has been celebrated in the song, 
^* O Bothwell bank, thou bloomest fhir 1" About a mile 
east from the village is Bothwell Bridge, noted for the 
battle fought near it in 1679 between the King's troops 
and the Covenanters, and brought into modern Celebris 
ly by the graphic narrative of the same event in the 
*' Tales of my Landlord." 

The city of Glasgow, the first in Scotland in point of 
population, and still more celebrated for the mercan* 
tile and manufacturing industry which distinguish it, 
contains too many objects of interest to be even slight- 
ly enumerated in a sketch like the present. 
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To Queensferrj, - 9 



N. Queensferry, 14 lOJ 
fBTerkeithiBg, 2 12| 
Crossgates, . 3} 16 
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To Perth, - 16) 43 
Dunkdd, - 144 ^H 
Mfralineam Inn, 9 664 
UairAtholl, - II 77i 



(MUe8.> (MUoi.) 

To Diwfctld, « 574 |To AbcrMly, - 6 74 

Logierait, « 84 66 TajjAouCh, - 54 794 

Bainaguazd Inn, 2 68 1 Kenmore, < 1 8Q4 

The rood to P^vth leaws Bdiwburgh by one of the 
^•Mtoni outlets, and the fint sta^e i« Queensfbrry, at 
the distance of nine miles. I* this line are many fine 
seats, romantie soenery, and extensive views ; among 
whieh ape BanitoB, King's Cramood^ New Saughtonji 
and: €)raigiehall. The scenery on the Almond at the 
bricko!, and the fine inclosnres o( Dalmeny House^ are 
nftweh admired^ aad Ae view fVom the heights above 
Qttcensftfrry is particularly worthy cf attention. The 
Brith ef Forth is here crossed in passage-boats to North 
Queensferry ; and the road passes by Inverkeithingv 
a foyal burgh, to Kinress, a distance of 16 miles. At 
Kinross, Loohleven and its little ishiiid and rained 
castle are inteKsCing, as being the place chosen fi)r the 
coMSnement of Queen Mary. From Kinross to Berth 
is 164 nnles. The hill of Monericif, in the ^clnity of 
Pbrtb^ is a picturesque object, and the views fVom this 
station, according to Pennant^ are ** the glory of Soot- 
land." The Carse of Gowrie, Strathearn, with the 
windings of the Earn, the hill of Kinnou},, richly cul- 
tivated fields, gentlemen's seats, with the city of Perth^ 
the river Tfeiy, and the Highland mountains in the 
bttoh fgnmadi ^^ ni distinguishing ftatures hi* the iiH 
teresting seenery seen from Ms emineneov 
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Perth it a royal burgh of great antiquity, and ia sup- 
posed to have been in existence when the Roinana ex- 
tended their arms to the banks of the Tay. It is a 
large and populous town, with many handsome seats 
in its neighbourhood. The bridge over the Tay here 
was designed by Mr Smeaton. It consists of ten arches, 
one of which is a land one. 

About two miles below Perth stands Kinfauns Cas- 
tle, the seat of Lord Gray ; and the Palace of Scone, 
the seat of Lord Mansfield, is situated about two miles 
above, on the east bank of the Tay. The present 
building was erected on the site of the ancient Palace, 
remark»>Ie as being the place where the Kings of Scot- 
land were crowned. Charles II. was the last monarch 
crowned here ; and the celebrated stone chair in which 
the more ancient monarchs received this ceremony is 
now in Westminster Abbey. Strangers can get ticketa 
to see the Palace at Penh. 

Dunkeld is I6i miles north from Perth. At the 
distance of 13 miles the road passes through the site of 
tibe ancient forest of Birnam, scarcely any part of which 
now remains. The Dunsinnan Hills are seen at a dU* 
tance on the right. A splendid bridge of seven arches 
is thrown over the Tay at Dunkeld, which is a neat 
town, situate in a circular valley, bounded by wooded 
hills. The remains of the cathedral, part of wbieh 
is fitted up as the parish church, stimd at the edge of 
the Duke of AthoU's Park, and at a little distance 
from it Atholl House. The hermitage on the Braan, 
a stream which here falls into the Tay, or Ossian's 
Hall and the cascade, are worthy of a visit. This ro- 
mantic scene is about a mile from Dunkeld. About a- 
mile and a half higher up the Braan, at a place called 
the Rumbling Brig, the water falls over a precipice of 
niore than 50 feet in height 

At Dunkeld the traveller may either make an excur- 
sion to Blair Atholl, which is about 20 miles to the 
northward, or along the banks of the Tay to Kenmore. 
On the first line, at the junction of the Tummel with 
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the Garry* is the celebrated Pass of KilUciankie, re- 
markable not only for its situation and scenery^ but 
adse as being the place where Lord Dundee fell in an 
engagement with the troops of William III. in ia89» 
Blair Atholl Castle, and deer forest, are the next ob- 
jects <£ interest ; and the falls <^ Bruar, a mountain 
stream, about three miles and a half beyond Blair, are 
worthy of a visit. The road from Blair to Inverness 
passes through a large district of the central High- 
lands ; and there is another from this place to Aberdeen 
thffongh Glen Tilt, and by Brae Mar, in which th& 
Grampian range of mountains are seen to advantage. 

From Dunkekl to Taymouth is SS miles. The road 
ia along the conise of the Tay, and few tracts of tha 
same extent are equal to it in point of scenery. Near 
the village of Logierait, the Tummel and the Tay join 
their waters. At a little distance from Aber£&ldy are 
the faUa of Moness, in a romantic and beautifully wood- 
ed den. Six miles farther bring the traveller to Ken-^ 
more, at the eastern extremity of Loch Tay. Tajri 
monlii Castle, the seat of the Earl of Breadalbane^ il 
one of the finest houses in Scotland, and the grounds 
around are magnificent. Loch Tay is 15 miles in 
length, from one to two in breadth, and ia bounded by 
lofty mountains. It receives the united streams of the 
Dooiart and Lochy at its south-west extremity, andl 
pours out its waters at the nwth-eaat end by the rivev 
Tav. On the road by the south side, about three 
uttlea fipom Kenmore, one of the most beautiful lalls in 
the Highlands, the fall of Acharan, is to be seeD« 
These is a rustic building or hermitage from which 
the cascade is viewed. 

From Kenmore t» Killin is 15 milee along the banka^ 
•f the loch, on either side of which is a good road* 
Nine miles from Killin is Loeheamheed, an inn at the 
head of Loch«£arn. Roads lead from this to Slirltu& 
by Lachlubnaig and Callander, (the line of the Tio» 
sachs,) and to Perth by Comrie and Crieff. 

G g2 
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T&OSACU84 LOCH XATllINE^ &C., BY STIRLtNa. 

(Miles.) 

To Bannockbara, 
Stirling, 
Doane, 
Callander, 
I Troeachs, - 

There are two routes from Kdinburgh to the Tro- 
sachs^ the one by Stirling and Callander, the other bj 
Glasgow, Drymen, and Aberfbyle. The former is the 
shortest; but the scenery on the line of both is so 
varied, that few more delightful excursions can be 
made, than to go by the one road and return by the 
other. 

The first town of any consequence on the road firom 
ESdinburgh is Linlithgow, 16} miles west from Edin- 
burgh. Linlithgow is a very old town, and in its im- 
mediate vicinity are the ruins of a Royal Palace, where 
Queen Mary was bom, and the church where James 
IV. saw the apparition before the battle of Flodd^. 
The church is of Gothic architecture, and very andent. 
It is elegantly fitted up within. 

From Linlithgow Falkirk is distant 7i miles. Fal- 
kirk is an old town ; and near it, in the reign of Ed- 
ward I., were the Scots under Wallace defeated by 
that monarch. Sir John Graham and Sir John Stew- 
art, who fell in the battle, were buried in the church- 
yard, where the tomb of the former, three times re- 
newed, is still to be seen. Falkirk was also, in Janua- 
ry 1746, the scene of an engagement between the re- 
bel and royal armies, in which the latter were diet- 
ed. Sir Robert Monro of Foulis and his brother, who 
were killed in this rencounter, have a moDument ta 
their memory in the chur<^-yard. Two miles norths 
from Falkirk, at the village or Carron, is the most ex* 
tensive iron-foundry in Scotland. 

From Falkirk the road passes through the Torwood, 
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and by Bannodibum, to Stirling. Near the tillage of 
Bannockburn^ two miles fVom Stirling, was fought 
the celelurated battle between the English and Scots 
in 1314; the latter under the command of Robert 
Bruce, and the former led by Edward II. when Scot-* 
tish independence triumphed, and the English army 
was nearly destroyed. 

Stirling is romantically situated on the banks of the 
Forth. Its situation, like the Old Town of Edinburgh, 
is on an eminence running from east to west, and ter« 
minated on the west by a precipitous rock, on which 
the castle is built. The principal street is along the 
centre of the ridge. The view nrom Stirling Castle is 
d^ightful ; the windings of the Forth, above and below 
the town, are seen as on a map, — richly cultivated 
grounds and gentlemen's seats form the middle and 
rore ground, — while the view on the west and north is 
bounded by the Highland Mountains. A road is cut 
round the rocky banks of the castle, where the view 
changes at every step. 

The castle is of great antiquity. In the twelAh 
century it was one of the most important fortresses in 
the kingdom, and was one of the four which were -de- 
livered up to the English as part of the ransom of 
William the Lion. It was the favourite residence of 
James I., and the birth place of James II. This last 
monarch here perpetrated the murder of his kinsman, 
William Earl of jJouglas, whom he stabbed with his 
own hand. James III. built within it a magnificent 
hall for the meetings of "Parliament. The Chapel 
Eoyal was erecteil by Pope Alexander VI. James V. 
was crowned in Stirhng Castle, and the pa}ace was the 
work of that Prince. But these buildings are now 
Qonverted from their original purpose into accommo* 
Nations for the troops stationed here. Guns aro 
mounted on the ramj^rts. Stirling Castle is one of 
the Scottish forts which, by the Articles of Union, arc 
to be kept in repair. Between the castle and the town 
are to be seen the palace of the Earl of Argyll^ called 
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AxgfS^B Lodgings^ and the house of the fitol of Mar> • 
begun m 1570, but never finished. 

Leaving Stirling for Doune, a vilkge eight miles te^ 
the westward, the traveller passes Blair Drutnniend^ 
the favourite retreat of the late Lord Kames. His 
Lordship's public spirit and success in reclaimiBg a 
track of waste land here, by digging up the moss an<l 
floating it to the Forth, is well Known. The magni- 
ficent ruins of the Castle of Poune are worthy of a 
visit. They stand on a rising ground on the north 
side of the Teith, which washes the base of the emi- 
nence OTi which the castle is situated. Donne Castle 
is supposed to have been built in the eleventh century, 
and was for some time the residence of Mary Queen 
of Scots. The prisoners taken by the rebels in the 
year 1745, among whom was the celebrated author of 
Douglas, were confined here. It gives the second 
title of Lord Doune to the noble family of Stuart* 
Earl of Moray. 

Leaving Doune by the road to Callander, distiait 
eight miles, the traveller passes the mansion of Cam- 
busmore on the left, and Lanrick Castle, the seat of 
Sir Evan Macgregor Murray. 

The village of Callander is Treat, elean, and well 
built. The Teith is formed by two rivers, which unite 
A few hundred yards above Callander ; the one on the 
right, having its source in Loch Voil, issues immediate* 
ly fVom Lochlubnaig, by the romantic Pass of Leny, and 
joins the southern Branch, which has its origin in Loch 
jtatrine. The Pass of Leny, one of the grand entries 
to the Highlands, is worthy of a visit. '* The Pass 
of Leny, (says the Rev. Dr Graham,) in a continued 
series of falls of the river, from Lochlubnaig to Kil- 
mahog, through a declivity of probably no less than 
$00 feet, with the addition of a beautiful skirting of 
WQod| furnishes a feast to the eye, as well as to the 
ear, which can be pleased with the cataract's roar, not 
often to be met with even in the Highlands." . Loch- 
lubnaig is at the extremity of the pasSy at the foot of 
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Benledi, which rises to the height of S009 feet. The 
bridge of firacklinn, about a mile up the hill to the 
north^*east of the village, is also worthy of a visit. It 
is a rustic bridge over a very deep ravine, through 
which the Keltic forces its way with mndi violence. 

The -distance from Callander to the opening of the 
Trosachs is about ten miles. Of the two roads fVom 
Callander to the Trosachs^ that by Kllmah<^, or the 
north road is esteemed the most picturesque^— -the 
other, or the south road^ passes through the woods of 
Carchonzie. On leaving Callander hv Kilniahog, the 
first object which attracts the traveller s notice is Leny 
House, the property of Dr F. Hamilton. Two miles 
naore bring him to " Coilantogle's Ford," and Loch 
Vennachar. This beautiful lake is between four and 
five miles in length, and generally a mile and a half in 
breadth, finely skirted wiUi wood. At Milntown^ 
about a mile and a half from the east end of the lake, 
there is a beautiful small cascade. 

About a mile above Loch Vennachar, on approaching 
the bridge of Turk, Loch Auchray^ and the windings 
of the stream that issues from it, opens to the view. 
Loch Auchray is about two miles long, and is one of 
the sweetest little lakes in Scotland. The northern 
bank^ along which the road winds, is finely contrasted 
with the southern bank, which is bare and heathy. 
From the bridge of Turk the road to Glenfinglas 
turns to the right. Glenfinglas is a beautiful litde 
valley, worthy of a visit for its picturesque scenery. 
The entry to it is through a narrow defile fbrmed by a 
mountain stream, which has forced its way throi4;fa 
the shelving rocks. 

• Tile Trosachs in all their magnificence now come in- 
to view. *' When you enter the Trosachs/' says the 
Rev. Mr Robertson, the writer of one of the best de- 
scriptions of this singular scene, " there is such an as- 
semblage of wildness and of rude grandeur, as beggars 
dU description, and fills the. mind with the most sub- 
lime conceptions. It seems as if a whole mountoin 
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htd been Uxm m pieces^ and ftittt red down I17 a eoi»« 
TuIsioQ of Ihe earth ; and the huge fragments o£ rooka^ 
and woods and hills, scattered in Gonfusion for twe. 
milea iato the east end, and on the side of Loeh Ka-* 
trine. The acoess to the lake is through a narrow paa» 
of half a mile in length, such as ^neas had ia his 
dreary passage to visit his father's home, 'votiooae 
immanis hiaiu. The rocks are of stupendous heiglil^ 
and seem ready to close above the traveller's head, or 
to fall down and bury him in their ruins. A huge 
column of these rocks wa8> some years sgo, toia with, 
thunder, and lies in large blocks very near the road*. 
Where there is any soil their sides are ooveored widL 
agied weeping birches, which hang down their venerat* 
bio locks in waving ringlets^ as if to cover the naked^ 
ness of the rocks. The sensible hariason ia boimded 
by these weeping birches, on the summit of every hiU^ 
Uirough whicb you «ee the motion of the oloudn aii. 
they snoot across behind them. The end ef the lake, 
ia nothing bnt one of the several bays or creeks whiicfa 
-on all hands run boldly among the rocks and hitia. 

"^ Travellers who wish to see all they can of tbtft- 
iiingttlar phenomenon, generally sail west on the south, 
ei&e of the lake to the rock and den ofiha ghost, whose 
'dadt recesses, from the gloomy appcaranca, the ims|[;^ 
nation of superstition oonceived to be t)ie habitatiom of 
anpemaliurai beings. 

*' In sailing you discover many anna of the kloai 
Here a bold l^dlaad, where the biaok rocks dip inla 
usi&thomable water ; there the white sand in the bou 
torn of a bay, bleached for sgea by the waves. Im 
walking on the north side, the road is sometimes cat. 
through the tace of the soUd rock, which idsea up- 
worda of 200 feet perpendicular above the lake : Sonei* 
times the view of the lak« la loat;. then it hiirsii snd* 
denly on the eye ; and a cluster of islands and icapts. 
appear, at dii&renjfc distances, which give than an vom 
parent motion of different degrees of iwlocttyi^ aa the 
spectator ridaa along the opposita beaoh. At oliiar 
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Itared hk rond is at the foot of ragged ftnd vtapewlMiB 
i^fk, Md trees are growing where no earth u to 1l»e 
seen. Every rock has its echo ; every grove is vocal, 
by ^e melodious harmony^ birds, or. by the sweet 
airs of women and children gathering filberts in their 
season. Down the side of the opposite mountttin, 
after a shower of rain, flow a hundred white streams, 
which rush with incredible velocity and noise into 
ib« lake, and spread their froth upon its surface. On 
one side the water-eagle sits in majesty undisturbed 
on his well known rock, in sight of his Best on the 
fyice of Ben-venu ; the heron stalks among the reeds 
in search of his prey ; and the sportive ducks gambol 
on the waters or dive below : On the other the wild 
goats climb where they have scarce ground for their 
net, and the wild fowls, perched on trees, or on the 
pinnacle of a rock, look down with composed defiance 
at man. in a word, both by land and water, there are 
so many turnings and windings, so many heights and 
hollows, so many glens, and capes, and bays, that one 
cannot advance twenty yards without having the pros- 
pect changed by the continual appearance of new ob- 
jects, while others are constantly retiring out of sight 
This scene is ck»ed by a west view of tne lake far se- 
veral miles, having its sides lined with alternate 
clumps of wood and arable fields, and the smoke ris- 
ing in spiral columns through the air, from villages 
which are concealed by the intervening woods; and 
the prospect is bounded by the towering Alps of Ar- 
rochar, which are chequered with snow, or nide their 
lieads in the clouds." 

This sii^pilar scene was comparatively little known, 
and seldom visited, prior to the publication of " The 
Lady of the Lake" by Sir Walter Scott, Bart. Since 
that period, however, it has become one of the most 
ilbe^ented rontes by travellers from the south ; and 
BOW oomfonable aoeoamodation and .pmper guides 
can be had at Callander, Aberfoyle, or on the spot ; 
who not only point out the most prominent objects to 
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be met with in the Trosochs, but all the localities con- 
aeerated in the poetry of " The Lady of the Lake." 

TO THE TROSACHB BY JIBYMEN AND ABSBF0yX.E. 



(MUet.). 
To Glasgow, - 44 
Garscube Bridge, 5 49 
Craigton, - Z\ 62} 
Drymen, - 9| 62 



To Gartmoie, 
Aberfoyle Inn, 
Opening of Tro- 
sachs. 



(Milet.) 
7 09 
3 72 

«4 77i 



From Glasgow to Drymen is seyenteen miles and a 
half; and from Dumbarton to the same place, should 
that route be followed, eleven. The road in both 
these directions is excellent. The Glasgow line pre- 
sents some fine points of view in the course of the 
river Endrick. At Culcruicb, on the brow of a hill, 
fine specimens of basaltic columns may be seen, of a 
hexagonal form, and more than twenty feet high. On 
the right is the romantic Glen of Croy, in which is a 
cascade of more than fifty feet. 

Tlie Dumbarton road follows the course of the rivet 
Leven, and beautiful tiews of Loch-Lomond occasion- 
ally open upon the left. At eight miles ^m Dum- 
barton a view of the lake is seen, with the Highland 
mountains in the distance. Buchanan, the seat of the 
Duke of Montrose, and its extensive pleasure grounds, 
in the neighbourhood of Drymen, are worthy of no- 
tice. From Drymen the road goes along the msLT^ii 
of the lake, to tne ferry at Rowardennan, at the base 
of Benlomond. At the inn here guides may be pro- 
cured for ascending the mountain, which rises 3202 
feet above the level of the sea, and from the summit 
of which the country is seen fVom the Atlantic nearly 
to the German Ocean. The distance from the inn to 
the top of Benlomond is reckoned six miles. Lochlo- 
mond u a beautiful expanse of water, 30 miles in 
length, and of irregular breadth. About SO ialancla 
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ue icattered over it, tmne of them of considerable nwe, 
and covered with wood. 

From Drymen to Gartmore is seyen miles. Gart- 
more House, the seat of Mr Graham, contains some 
valuable paintings. Aberfoyle is three miles further. 
From the inn here to the opening of the Trosachs it 
is five miles across the hill ; but by Port and Callan- 
der SS miles. Nearly half a mile above the inn, on 
the right of the road, is a magnificent cascade. The 
prospect fkom the summit of the hill, called Craig-Vad, 
IS worthy of the traveller's attention. " £levated more 
than 1600 feet above the valley, (says Dr Graham,) 
he has in bird's-eye proispect before him. Loch Ka- 
trine, the whole range of the Trosachs from the sum- 
mit of Benivenow, to the summit of Binnan, Loch 
Auchrav, the opening of Glenfinglas, Benledi, Loch 
Vennadiar, and Callander. There can be nothing 
ffrander in nature ; and whatever route the traveller 
has taken, let him, before he is satiated with the Tro- 
sachs, gratify himself with the Craig-Vad view, (as it 
is calleid,) of this scenery." 

The viulev of Aberfoyle has been long admired for 
its singular beauty. It is enclosed on the east and 
south by the Grampians, and the Forth, here called 
Avendow, traverses its whole length. About a mile 
to the westward of the inn Lochard opens to the view ; 
and a few hundred yards to the eastward of it, the 
Avendow tumbles its waters over a rugged precipice 
nearly 30 feet in height. The first opening of the 
lower lake from the east is uncommonly picturesque. 
" Directing tbe eye nearly westward," says Dr Graham, 
*' Benlomond raises its pyramidal mass in the back- 
ground. In nearer prospect, you have gentle emin- 
ences, covered with oak and birch to the very sum- 
init: the bare rock sometimes peeping through 
amongst the dumps. Immediately under the eye, 
the lower lake, stretchinc out firom narrow beginnings, 
to a breadth of about half a mile, is seen in full pro- 
spect. On the right, the banks are skirted with ex,** 

H h 
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MMiTe oyc'iMoodty wbteh cover tiie mountain more 
than halfway up." 

Inandent times this spot, which is called the Fbss 
of Aberfoylcy ftrmed tne barrier between the low 
coMitry and the almost inaccessible track that lies to 
the westward. Upper Lochard, which is the most ex* 
tensive piece of water^ is separated from the lower b^ 
astieam of about SOO yards in length. This lake is 
three miles in lengthy and in breiMlth a mile and a 
half. On the right it is skirted with woods, and on 
the left thick dumps of wood cover the eminences 
down to the vrater's edge. Immediately above the 
ftim house of Ledsrdy and near the west end of the 
lake, is a cascade, where the stream falls in one sheet 
over a height of ten or twelve feet, into a basin formed 
of the solid rock, and from this basin, dashing over a 
ledge of rocks, it precipitates itself agsln over an irre- 
gular slope of more than 60 feet, finely skirted with 
wood. 

Two miles farther to t3ie west is the romantic lake 
of Lochcon, about two miles in length and one hi 
breadth, bounded on the south by a precipitous moun- 
tain, and on the other sides with 8tra«:lmg woods.-** 
The Trosachs have been already descsmd. 
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The invention iji steam-boats has very much fiicUi- 
tated in Scotland the intercourse between the difibrent 
portions of the country. The island of Staffii, which 
was almost unknown before Sir Joseph Banks publish- 
ed his account of its wonders, is now accessible lor a 
great portion of the summer by steam-boats^ which 
flail at stated periods from the Clyde. The Great 
ehain of lakes connected by the Caledonian Canal, 
which extend from Inverness to Fort WHliam, may 
also be navigated in the same manner ; and thus ob- 
jecta formerly inaccessible, but at a great ezpence, are 
now laid open to the curiosity of travdlers at a eom- 
paratively tri^ng sum. But as there may be some 
to whom this mode of conveyance is disagreeable, it 
may not be improper to notice the route generally 
pursued^ before navigation by steam was adopted. 

From Glasgow to Dumbarton is 14^ miles. Dum« 
barton is a royal burgh, and one of the most ancient 
towns of Scotland. The castle is situate at a short 
distance from the town on a point of land formed by the 
jWctioQ of the Clvde and Leven. It is built upon the 
top of a ]t)ck, which divides near the middle, and 
fynaa two summits. It was f<Nrmerly deemed impreg- 
nable, and is still kept in repair aaa station for soldiers. 
Some parts of the rock on which it is built are highly 
magnetic. The view from the top is extensive and 
beautiftO. 

The road now winds along the valley watered by 
the Leven^ in the course of idiich are many extensive 
Ideachfields. Two miles from Dumbarton on the 
right is an old mansion-house, on the banks of the 
over, in which the celebrated Dr Smollett was bom : 
aad on the left of the road, a little further north, is an 
d^gant Tuscan oolamn erected to his memory Loch- 
Wmondv with iU nomerous islands, is now the chief 
9t<ie«u On the banks of this beautiful pieoe of water, 
t«i rnOja from Dumbarton, stands Bosedoe, the seat 
vs Sir James Colquhoun ; and two mlm Arthur is the 
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village of Luss, from whence the lake is seen to much 
advantage. A little beyond the 90th milestone, and 
on the hanks of the lake, stands the inn of Tarbet 

The road to Inverary now leaves Lochlomond and 
turns to the left. The inn of Arroquhar is about a 
mile and a half farther on, and Loch Long, an arm of 
the sea, appears. Abont the 27th milestone is the 
vale of Glencroe, and at the 29th the eminence called 
'* Rest and be thankful,'' a name given to it by the 
22d regiment, when employed in making the road. 
The road shortly afterwards crosses the water of Kin* 
las, which gives name to Glenkinlas, and follows the 
course of the stream for about four mOes. At the 36th 
mile, a beautiful stretch of Lochfine, with the woods 
of Ardkinlas, comes into view ; and a little farther on 
stands the inn of Cairndow. The road from this con- 
tinues along the banks of the loch to Inverary, which 
is first seen from an eminence two miles distant. 

Inverary is a royal burgh, situate at the head of 
Lochfine, where the river Aray &lls into that arm of 
the sea. The houses are well built, and covered with 
slate. Near the town is the Castle of Inverary, the 
seat of the Duke of Argyll. It is a square builung of 
Gothic architecture, flanked with - circular towers. 
From the lawn the scenery is very striking : the Any 
with its beautiftil cascades — the extended bay of Loch« 
fine— the hill of Dunicoich, rising to the height of 
700 feet, clothed to the summit with trees — ^the banks 
towards Essachossan — ^and the distant hiUs, form an 
assemblage of picturesque objects rarely to be surpass- 
ed. The plantations and walks in the neighbourhood 
arc laid out with much taste. The town of Inverary is 
chiefly remarkable as a station for the herring fishery. 
From Inverary to Oban is 40 miles. After leaving 
Inverary the road proceeds through Glenaray in « 
northern direction, till it reaches Loch Awe, which is 
crossed. The second stage fh)m Inverary is near the 
village of Bunaw, at the foot of Cruachan, one of the 
highest mountains in Scotland. The approach to Oban 
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18 xomanliCy and the few streets in the Tillage are neat 
and Tegoiur> From this place traTellers can oe accom- 
modated with hoats along the Sound of Mull as ftr aa 
Aioss. The scenery on the Sound is highly pictur- 
esque. From Aross to the ferry of Sta& is about 
seven miles ; and a boat can always be procured here 
fyt the accommodation of strangers. 

The ishund of Stafia lies on ^e west coast of Mull, 
about three leagues north-east of lona. Its greatest 
length is about an English mile, and its breadtn about 
half a one. On the west side is a small bay where 
boats general^ land. More than one-half of the diw 
€umft?ence of the island is occunied by handsome co- 
lonnades of regular nillarSy whicn are completely laid 
bare by the sea. Tne rest of the island exhibits the 
ssme appearances; but the pillars are bent and twisted 
in various directions— some lying nearly horiaontal« 
and others forming segments of drdes. The piUan 
near the landing-piaoe are smaU^ but increase in mag- 
nitude as the Cave of Fingal ia approached. Fingu a 
Cave is 53 feet wide at the entrance, 117 high, and 
S50 long* The arch is comnosed of two unequal seg« 
ments oif a drcle, which form a natural pediment* 
The grandeur of this natural masonry strikes every vi« 
sitor with astonishment *' Compared to this,*' says 
Sir Joseph Banks, '* what sre the cathedrals or the pa- 
laces built by men ! Mere models or playthings, imi« 
tations as diminutive as his works will always oe when 
compared to those of Nature." 

The bottom of the Cave of Fingal is fiUed by the 
sea, which reaches to its further extremity. At this 
extremity is another small cave, which, from certain 
passages, sends forth an agreeable sound every time the 
water rushes into it, and from this circumstance has 
received the name of ** The Melodious Cave." Ano- 
ther cave on the north side of the island, called ** The 
Cormorant's Cave," is also situated in the midst of a 
mupn^^oent colonnade, though on a less scale than that 
of Fingal. 
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lona or I*ooluinb-kill, a miibII idand in tibk u^h- 
bonrhood, lyinjp; to the west of the ialand of Mii])> is 
ako worthy of a Tisit. It ii three miles long, and 
from half a mile to a mile faroad ; and ib chiefly no* 
markable for the ruins of one of the earliest Christian 
settlements in Scotland. The monastery is laid to 
have been established by 8t Colnmba about the year 
S66, and the reputed sanctity of the pbca made it be 
desired as a burial place for princes. Forty-eigbt 
Scottish kings, lour kings of Ireumd^ eight Norwegian 
moinrchsy and one king of France, are repotted to Sxwe 
been interred here* 

From Oban, if the tourist wishes to see mote of te 
Highbiids^ there is a road by Fort WiUiam and Fort 
Agustus to IttTemessi through the Great Valley ef 
Scotland, and along the base of its highest mecmtaina ; 
--or by Daknally, Tyndmm, and Killin, donm tha 
eourse of the Tay by DunkdUi and Perth. 



BJkNKS AND BANKSR& 

Bank ef Seotlaadi Bank Stiest. 

Royal Bank of Soothmd, St Andrew*! fiqiumi 

Bntiflh Liaen Company, 8t Andrew*8 Square. 

Commercial Banking Company of Scotland, 14d,High Street. 

National Bank of Scotland, St Andrew*^ Square. 

Sir William Forbes and Company, Parliament Stfuam 

Ramsay 8, Bonan, and Company, 16, Royid Bnoange. 

Thomas Kinnear and Sons, 9, Royal ExCbaagei 

Robert AUan and Son, 11, Royal Eachaoge. 

Danald Smith and Company, 7, Royal F.Tffhsngft> 

Alexander Alhm and Company, ISSL Hi^ StraeC 

John Watdrop and Company, 103, George's Street 

James lagUs and Company, 7» Hunter's Square 

John Maberly asd Company, G3, North Bridge Street. 



LIST OP THI PEINCIPAt HOTBLfl, INHK, &C M7 
UtT OP TUB raiKCIFAL HOTBLi^ INKS, AND TAYBBMS. 

Waterloo Hotd, TavefB, and Coffin-room, (Gibb,) Wataloo 

Flaofr 
Baiday'fl Hotel, and Loid Kdflon Tavern, Adam's Square. 
B«rfT*8 Hotd, 8, Prince's Street 

BbdE BuU Inn, and Hotd, (Steventon,) 1, Catherine Street. 
British Hotd, (Madean,) 70, Queen Street. 
Bock's Head Hotd, and TaTem, (Soriie,)91, Prince's Street. 
Crown Hotd, (Mddram,) 11, and 13, Prinee's Street. 
Davidson's Private Hotd, 25 and 26, AbetciomMe Plaee. 
Douglas's Hotd, 1, St Andrew's Square. 
Ferguason's Ship Tavern, and Hotd, 7, East Regbter Street 
Glawow Hotd, (Plum,) 10, South St Andrew's Street 
Marty's Hotd, 18 and 10, Prince's Street 
Macpherson's, Oate Shaw's,) Hotd, 21, Prince's Street 
Oman's Hotd, 4 and 6, Charlotte Square. 
Boyd Hotd, (Ross,) 53, Prince's Street 
Star Hotd, (Soott,) 38, Prince's Street. 
Sutherland's Private Hotd, 25, Great King Street 
Union Hotd, (Macgregor,) 31, St Andrew's Square. 
York Hotd, (Murray,) 19, Kidiolson Street 

LIST OF If AIL AND STAGS COACHES. 

Aberdeen, (Royal Mail,) by (^usensfenry, Kinross, Peith, Dun- 
dee, Arbroath, Montrose, and Stonehaven, every even- 
ing at i before 7, from Blade Boll Inn, 1, Catherine 
Street-I^Saxe Coboncg,) by Queenaferry, &c., every morn- 
ing \ befene 9, from Black Bull Inn, I, Catherine Street 

CarMe Mail, by Selkirk, Hawick, Langhehn, and Long- 
town, every evening ^ before 5, from Black Bull Inn, 1, 
Catherine Street.p.<3k Walter Soott,) by Selkiik, Ac, every 
morning at 6, ftem Black BuU Inn, 1, Catlierine Street 

Coldstream, (Commercial Traveller,) by Lauder and Kelso, 
every morning at 8, from Macgregor's, 1779 High Street 

Oalkeith, (Stage Coach,) at 8, morning, wad 5, evening, fiom 
Waldie's, 1, North Bridge;— At 11, forenoon, and 8, even- 

• ing, ttam Macgregot's, 177) Hig^ Street;-— at ^ past 11, 
forenoon, and | past 7, evening, from Heriiet's, 195, High 
Street|««At 4 pMt 1#, morning, and 7) evening, fiom 
mnfsj lB5y High Stmet 

DumfneifKRoyal Mail,) by Pemedk, Koblehiase, and Mof- 
Alt, (faefom 7, morning, finm Black BwUInn, l,CadMriBe 
Stneet iCSonmereial Stage Goad^) by Biggat, fte. 6, 
morning, from Star Hotd, 36, Prince's Street 
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Dunbar snd Haddingtun Coacb, every day, S, aftmoon, 

fiom Margregor's, 177> High Street 
Dundee, (Champion,) every day at i past 6, momiog, fiaoai 

7, Prinee*s Street.— (Fife Royal Union,) every day at ^ past 

6, morning, from Black Bull Inn, I, Catherine Street, and 
Star Hotel, 36, Prince*8 Street.— (Commercial Traveller,) 
by Kirkaldy and Cupar, every mormng at 10, from Star 
Hotel 36, Prinoe*t Street, and 25, Prmoe'e Street. 

Dunfermline, (Stage Coach,) by Queentferry, — { before 5, 
afternoon, ftom Black Bull Inn, and 11, Prince's Street. 

Dunkeld, (Stage Coach,) by Burntisland and Perth, every 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, at 10, morning, from 
Star Hotel, 36, Piinca*s Street, and 26, Princess Street. 

Dunse, (Royal Eagle,) by Lauder, Greenlaw, and Polwarth, 
every morning at 8, from Waklie*s, I, North Bridge. 

Falkirk, (The Carron,) 5, af^moon, from 7) Princess Street 

Glasgow, (Morning Mail,) by Mid.Calder, Whitburn, and 
Holytown, \ past 11, forenoon, from Bku!k Bull Inn, 1, 
Catherine Street— (Evening Mail,) by Linlithgow and 
Falkirk, \ past 10 evening, from Black Bull Inn, 1, Ca- 
therine Street— (Champion) by Uphall and Airdrie, at 11, 
forenoon, from Black Bull Inn, 1, Catherine Street, and II 
and 26, Prince's Street— (Waterloo,) by Liolithgow, Ac 
2, afternoon, from Star Hotd, 36, Prince's Street, and 26, 

Prince's Street (Regulator,) by Uphall, &c. 1 1, forenoon, 

from 7, Prince's Street, and SorUe's, »I, Prince's Street— 
(Prince Regent,) by Uphall, &c at 12, noon; from Crowil 
Hotel, 11, Prince's Street— (Commercial Trave\ler,> by 
Mid4:;alder, &c. 4, afternoon, from the Crown Hotel 11, 
Prince's Street— (Enterprise,) by Uphall, &c at 6, morn- 
ing, and 4, afternoon, from Sorlie's, 91, Prince's Street, and 

7, Prince's Street— (Royal Telegra;^,) by Uphall, &c. 
at 9, morning, from Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Street 

Haddington, (The East Lothian,) 9, morning, from Macgre- 

gor's, 177i High Street— Stage Coach, 4, afternoon, from 

Mirry's, 185, High Street 
Inverness Coach, Tuesday, Thursday, and Satmday, 10, 

morning, from, 25, Prince's Street 
NJedbmgh, (Prince Blucher,) by Fushie Bridge, Towonce Inn, 

Galashiels, and Melrose, Tuesday, Thursday, and Satoiday , 
at 9, morning, from Star Hotel, 36, Princess Street 
Kelso, (Tweedside,) by Dalkeith, Lauder, and Earlstoun, 

every morning at 8, froin Waldie's, 1, Nortili Bridge Street. 
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LMM*k, (Tdigivpli,) hj Cammjmi nd Camviili, at 4^ 

morniDg, from Star Hotel, 30, Princt*f Stictt. 
LMSwade, (Loid WeUington,) by LoAiibe&d, at 11, xaonkag^ 
and 5, afternoon, firom Macgregor't, 177* High Snwt— 
(Loid Mdville,) 9, morninfl, ami 5, BfterMoa,i]» iiiBUii«e^ 
and 4 in winter, from WaUtia's, 1, North Bridga. 

Ltith Stage Coochesereiy half hour, from Id iBiKnuig till | 
past 9 evening, firom Maegieger's, 177, High 8tc«et, and 
Herriot's, 195, High Street 

London Royal Mail, by Haddington and Berwieh^ ^ before 
8, morning, from Black Bull Inn, 1» Catherine Street 

London Royal Mail, by Lauder, Kelso, Coldstream, Wooler, 
Newcasde, York, &c, at i past a, evening, from Star 
Hotel, Sa, Princess Street, and Bhudc BnU Ian, 1, Ca- 
therine Street— .(Union,) by Berwick, Neweasile, and York, 
6, morning, from Black Boll Inn 1, rratherlne Stieetp— 
(Wdlingtoo,) by Lauder, Kelso, Ac, Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday, at i past 5, morning, from Star Hotel, 36, 
Prince's Street, and Black Bull Inn, 1, Catherme Street 

Musselburgh Stage Coach, at 10, morning, and 4, afUmoon, 
from Melrose's, 122, High Street^(Musselburgh Arms,) 
at 1, afternoon, and i post 8, evening, firom Waldie's, 1, 
North Bridge Street, — at II, forenoon, and 8, evening, liom 
Herriot*s, 196, High Street 

Newhaven Stage Coaches to answer the diArent steam-boats. 
See page 37O1. 

North Berwick, (Bass Coach,) by Moaselbuigh, Prestonpans, 
&c Tuesday, Thmsday, and Saturday, at 2, aflanioon, 
from, 25, Prince's Street,and Star Hotel, 36, dow 

Paisley Stage Coach, every day, 11, fbienoon, from Star 
Hoteli 36, Prince's Street 

Peebles Stage Coach, by Penicuik, every moming at 9, 
from Ma^gr^or's, 177, High Street, and 7, Prince's 
Street ;-^t 4, afternoon, from Waldie's, 1, North Bridge. 

Perth, (Waterloo,) by Bumtishuid and Kmross, every morn- 
ing at 10, from Star Hotel, 36, Prince's Street, aad 25, 
Prince'ii Street 

Portobello Stage Coaches, at 11, 12, 3, 4, 8, and 9, from 2, 
Prince's Street, and Waldie's, 1, North Bridge Stieet-. 
Stage Coadies i past 10, 11, 12, 3, and 4, afWmoon, 4 
past 8, and 9, evening, flrom Duty House, foot of North 
Bridge. 

Prestonpans Stage Coach, by Musselburgh, at 4, afternoon, 
from Macgregor's 177, High Street 
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mo^m^ (Sir William W«Um94) by iMtahcnd, tt 9, bmhs. } 

ing, from WakUc'f* 1, North Bridge StreeL | 

Seaiield Batbt' Coach, U, forenoon, land 4, aftetnooa, 

. from Bfown'f, 2, Prince's Street 

81 An<li«w*8 Coach, Monday, Tburaday, and Satmday, at 10, 
morning, from Sur Uotet, 36, Prince's Street. 

Stirliog, iAoyal Mail,) by UnUtbcow and Falkirk, at ( be- 
fore S, morning, from Black BuU Inn, 1, Catherine Street. 

Tranent Stage Coach, at 5, afternoon, from Heriiot*8, 195, 
High Stteet. 

STEAM TESSELS ON THE FOETH* 



For London^ from Newbavcn, calling off Berwick and Scar- 
bro% The Soho, and James Watt Steam Packets sail (al* 
temately) every Wednesday at 7t morning; The CU$f (ff 
Edinburgh, and the TouHU Steam Packets, sail (alternate^ 
ly) every Satmday, at 7, moming.«-Qffice Whalo-brae, 
Newhaven. 

For Aberdeen, from Kewhaven, calling off Ely, Anstruther, 
Crail, Arbroath, Montrose, and Stonehaven, Velocity^ 
Steam Yacht, Wednndays and Saturdays, at 6, morning. 
^^rHUamt, Steam Yadit, Mondays and Fridays, at 6, 
morning. 

For St%rJ^ and AUoa, from Trinity Chain Pier, calling off 
N. Uueensferry, Limekilns, Bo'ness, Kincardine, and 
Cromby. Point, Morning Star, Steam Boat — Lad^qfthe 
Lfike, Ditto, siul every day. 

For Grangemotah^ from Trinity Chain Pier, caiUng off N. 
Queensterry, Limekilns, Bo'ness, and Cromby-Point— 
Tugy Steam Boat at 8, morning. 

By Kinghom Ferry, from Newhaven Pier, for Pettycur,Bamt- 
isiand, and Aberdour, (West Passage;) for Pettycur, Kir. 
kaldy, «sd Dysart, (East Passage.) — E^mbwrgh CattU 
and Thmu ofFifi Steam Boats, sail twice every day, alter, 
nately, and during the summer season three times a-day. 

Coaches, from 25, Prince's Street, and Duty-House, North 
Bridge, (where correct information r^ar&ig the dme of 
sailing may be had,) for Newhaven and Chain Pier, an 
hour before the Steam Vessels depart for London, and 
half an hoar before those start for Aberdeen, Stirling^ 
Grangemouth, Bumtialand, &jC 

l>rlntod by Joha Stark. 
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